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The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express views 
of the writers and do not 
necessarily reflect the opin-
ions of the Alameda Sun, its 
advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Fire response  
questioned
Editor:

It is politically incorrect to 
criticize the fire department, but 
the Alameda Sun’s description of 
the response to the house fire on 
San Jose Avenue last week (“Fire 
Wire,” Nov. 12) compels me to 
write. The statement that “Fire-
fighters conducted an aggressive 
offensive fire attack” is far from 
the truth. 

I live nearby and watched the 
scene unfold. Four fire trucks 
pulled up, firefighters gradually 
got out, leisurely donned jackets 
and backpacks, wandered over to 
the house and gawked like the rest 
of us. The ladder was extended to 
the roof, but no one went up it for 
another 15 minutes. 

I didn’t see a hose hooked up 
and put to use for 15 minutes. It 
was at least 30 minutes before I 
heard the chain saw cutting into 
the roof. Of the 10 or so firefight-
ers, I didn’t see a single one hus-
tling. It was appalling. It looked to 
me as if the fire could have been 
extinguished in half the time, pre-
venting most of the damage to the 
structure.

— Gene Barnett

Writer has no agenda 
against FAAS
Editor:

I’m writing in response at Sue 
McCullough’s opinion piece (“One 
Individual Appears to Have Ven-
detta against Animal Shelter,” Dec. 
5). It is not a secret at all that I 
have been outspoken against the 
policies of the Alameda Animal 
Shelter before and after Friends 
of the Animal Shelter (FAAS) took 
over. In 2011 I was close to the 
shelter and I knew about many 
healthy dogs that were put down 
for minor reasons or for no reason 
at all. 

FAAS was not operating the 
shelter, but its members were 
present at the shelter and re-
mained silent in the face of this 
injustice. When I appealed to FAAS 
for support to save a dog from 
euthanasia its members told me 
they were only raising money. I 
believe they kept the status quo 
after they took over. I have no 
personal agenda, I am concerned 
about the animals at our shelter, 
and I believe they need to receive 
fair treatment.

I believe McCullough is ab-
solutely sincere about her posi-
tive experience with the shelter, 

but unfortunately not everybody 
shares the same experience. Peo-
ple need to speak out in the name 
of animal welfare.

— Kristina Ivanova

Former AMP Manager 
will be missed
Editor:

I’m going to miss having Girish 
around (“AMP General Manager 
Departs for Southland,” Dec. 12). 
He has been a great manager for 
us at Alameda Municipal Power, 
and the city of Riverside just got 
better. Good luck to you, G-man. 

— Joe Wiley
AMP Service Lineworker

Thanks to the crew  
at local mortuary
Editor:

Recently my husband, Tony 
Fraga, passed away. A dear friend 
suggested Greer Family Mortuary 
on Blanding Avenue to assist me 
in his funeral arrangements. 

I cannot say enough about 
Greer Family Mortuary and its 
staff. They were kind, compas-
sionate, efficient and, most of 
all, understanding in my time of 
extreme sorrow. 

I highly recommend them for 
anyone needing this kind of assis-
tance for their family. God bless 
them all!

— Peggy Fraga

A challenge issued  
to the FAAS board
Editor:

Are we not all adults? I 
have been following the saga of 
Friends of the Alameda Animal 
Shelter (FAAS) in the letters to 
the (biased) editor. From cookie-
cutter missives of loyal volunteers 
and ex-husbands to those of ex-
employees labeled pestilential, it 
seems that it is time to rise above 
the hyperbole, and solve the prob-
lems that so obviously exist. 

The current situation, both 
sides can agree, is unacceptable, 
not to be solved solely by secur-
ing new facilities, or by hiring 
“Stepfords.” You do not get that 
many people quitting, or threaten-
ing to do so, if there isn’t some-
thing intrinsically wrong in how 
an institution is run. Take it from 
someone who owns multiple busi-
nesses: I know!

I challenge the FAAS board of 
directors to step up and do what 
a board of directors is relegated 
to do: direct and instruct. And 

remember in doing so, that the 
purpose is to have no other agenda 
besides the welfare of the animals. 
People need to park their ego and 
do right by the animals. 

If FAAS cannot do that, then 
perhaps it is time tor replace FAAS 
with an organization that will do 
just that. Sign me up!

— Gabriella Morrow

Reader offers opinions  
to recent articles
Editor:

After reading “New Year May 
Bring Fee Increases” in the Dec. 
12 issue, am I to understand that 
our City Council has spent time 
looking around at what other cities 
are charging for these things, and 
decided that our Alameda rates are 
too low? 

Is this really what we want from 
our city council? Is this kind of 
like “let’s cut off unemployment 
benefits because we have a deficit” 
thinking? Or are they just trying to 
be as petty and mean-spirited as 
they can possibly be? 

I would like to know the thought 
process behind this kind of Holiday 
Slappy Face. Sheesh.

I also have some thoughts on 
“VA Reveals Plans for Point” in the 
Dec. 5 issue. So, the people who 
want to build are doing the assess-
ments of impact? Do I misunder-
stand the procedure, or what is 
going on, when I am thinking that 
there might be a little bias in that 
assessment? 

How is it that we have the same 
people assessing and planning? 
I fail to understand how a huge 
VA facility will have no significant 
impact on natural things, since all 
the natural things would then be 
pretty much covered in concrete 
and then human activity. And isn’t 
this the same area that is still toxic? 

And if so, isn’t that ironic, that 
we might have a hospital placed on 
a toxic area? Excuse me if I sound 
stupid, but I’m trying to figure out 
if this is another cynical exercise 
in stupid ideas, or if I’m simply not 
quite understanding this.

— Jaan Carter

Toothless law  
prompts letter
Editor:

Sunday, Dec. 22, marks the 10th 
anniversary of the magnitude 6.5 
San Simeon earthquake that killed 
our precious daughter Jennifer. 
Jennifer worked in an unreinforced 
masonry building in the historic old 
town of Paso Robles. The building 
collapsed taking her life just a few 
days after her 20th birthday (and 
three days before Christmas). 

We are contacting newspa-
pers to help us get the informa-
tion out about these dangerous 
buildings that still exist throughout 
California. We are appealing to the 
general public and hope publishers 
will run this letter. You may contact 
us at Jennasbill@hotmail.com for 
additional information.

— Leroy and Vicky Myrick 

Editor’s note: After the 2003 
earthquake the Myricks worked to 
have Jennifer’s Law passed. Gov. 
Arnold Schwarzenegger signed the 
bill into law in 2004. 

Theoretically, Jennifer’s law 
should require owners to prominently 
post placards that label unreinforced 
buildings as such. 

The law, however, has no teeth 
and doesn’t require local govern-
ments to do anything. “It sits there 
like an empty promise,” The San 
Diego Union Tribune wrote in 2005. 
One city official in San Diego told the 
Union Tribune that he “was too busy 
to worry about placards.” 

Italian American Club 
shares its gratitude
Editor:

The Italian American League of 
Alameda has conducted a turkey 
drive to benefit the Alameda Food 
for the past 15 years. This is the 
first year we were able to donate 
more than 100 turkeys. On behalf 
of the Italian American League, I 
would like to thank all the members 
and friends who donated to our 
2013 Turkey Drive. 

This includes Katie Basso and 
Michael O’Neill; Martha Beazley; 
Ed McLean and Ernestine Bianchi 
and Marie Bignone. We couldn’t 
have done it without Marie Botts, 

Tammara Bradford, Jeff Britton, 
Eleanor Camicia and Marge Camigi. 
The League’s hat is off to Catherine 
Cardelli, Dennis Cassalia, Joe 
Castagnetto and Linda Chinn. 

Jack and Joan Cecconi pitched 
in as did Wayne and Margaret 
Crawford; Paul Marsaglia and Dawn 
Caldwell. Carol Eaton and John 
Stamatelos, Vali Ebert. Bruce and 
Jean Elerick all donated this year 
just like Ed Fasso from the Alpicella 
Club; Marie Femminis, Frank and 
Marilyn Filice, Barbara Galera, DDS, 
Herb and Alice Gardner; and David 
and Kathy Gitlitz. 

The Alameda Food Bank says 
“thanks” to Cathy Hamilton, Dick 
and Pat Heimans, Dorothy Holmes, 
Rod and Diane Johnston as well as 
to Mary Kearney. Alameda is a richer 
city thanks to the generosity of Lisa 
Klofkorn, Art and Terrie Kurrasch, 
Mimi Laubach and Joe LoParo. 

The less fortunate enjoyed 
a richer Thanksgiving thanks to 
Rick and Peg Magarian, Warren 
Manuntag, Malia May, Don and 
Babe McGue, Deirdre Mena, Paul 
Merritt and Mary Milani. Ray Milani 
pitched in as did Hillary Miller, 
Irene Miller, Cindy Mulholand, Rhea 
Nelson, Sue Nicol, Mike and Amor 
Nolan, Louise Oram and Rick and 
Susan Osanna.

Julia Paccioretti, Helen Pacovsky 
joined Christopher Sharron and 
Patricia Gideon, Peter and Carolyn 
Perata, Catherine Phillips, Denise 
Picetti in their generosity. Dee 
Pickett pitched in this year, as did 
Pat Plowman, Diane Proto, George 
and Marcie Ramos, Ray Ratto, John 
and Mary Ratto, John and Debby 
Ratto. They joined Thomas Riley, 
Paula Rolleri, George Rose, Ken 
Shelby and the LaFleur Family with 
their generous gifts.

The Woo family gave this year, 
as did Mario and Jenny Toscano, 
Denisia Trombetta and Maria Vacca. 
Finally we’d like to thank Jack and 
Terry Veasy, Joe and Sandy Watson, 
Bob and Amy Yastishak and the 
Triple X Club. Together, we donated 
117 turkeys and more than $300 to 
the Food Bank this holiday season.

— Mimi Laubach

Perforce says ‘thanks’  
to its supporters
Editor:

On behalf of Perforce Software 
and the Perforce Foundation I 
would like to extend a very heart-
felt “thank you” to the Alameda 
community for helping to make our 
Nov. 22 Short Stack for a Tall Cause 
fundraiser a resounding success.

We raised more than $6,000 
to support the Alameda Point 
Collaborative and the East Oakland 
Boxing Association. Nearly 300 
Alamedans came out to eat a hot 
breakfast served by Cardel Catering 
and delicious pancakes flipped by 
the Alameda Fire Department. 

The success of this event can be 
directly attributed to our Alameda 
community members who made 
the decision to show their sup-
port for these wonderful organiza-
tions. A sincere thank you to all 
who participated, volunteered, and 
donated to support this event and 
make it so much fun!

— Carrie Ewing
Perforce Foundation

A happy shopper
Editor:

One of the many reasons that 
I love living in Alameda is that 
Alamedans support many small, 
independent businesses; one-
of-a-kind gift shops and “only in 
Alameda” cafes and restaurants. 
Another type of business that 

Alamedans support are businesses 
that offer services that chains do 
not. Versailles Pharmacy and Dan’s 
Fresh Produce are two examples 
of this.

Phillip Jaber is the pharmacist 
at Versailles Pharmacy, the only 
independent pharmacy left in 
Alameda. Jaber and his staff know 
their customers by name. They 
know what medications they are on 
and how a new medication might 
interact with their current meds.

When your insurance will not 
cover the cost of a medication, 
they work with your doctor and 
your insurance company, getting 
the paperwork completed so you 
can get your prescription covered. 
If this does not work Jaber will get 
the best price for you, one that’s 
less expensive than chain drug-
stores as well as big-box stores like 
Target and Costco.

Dan’s Fresh Produce is a farm-
er’s market that is open at the same 
spot seven days a week. Much of 
what Dan’s sells is sourced locally. 
Dan Avakian and his staff have 
developed strong relationships 
with the farmers buy from. This 
insures that the customer gets the 
best and freshest produce avail-
able. Avakian sells a lot of organic 
produce along with many other 
items you may need. Dan also sells 
and delivers weekly or monthly 
boxes of fresh produce, right to 
your door. The staff is friendly, 
helpful and cheerful.

I know all this because I have 
been a happy customer at both of 
these businesses for more than 10 
years. 

— Olive Quilter

Thanks for coverage
Editor:

Very good article on the 
Alameda-based crooks the city of 
Oakland obtained a $15.1 million 
judgment against (“Couple’s Firm 
on the Hook for $1.5 million,” 
Dec. 5). Any idea why the crooks 
were not pursued in a criminal 
court? It seems that they belong in 
prison, serving long terms, await-
ing their deportation.

Good work! And thanks for put-
ting the story on the front page.

— Kevin Barrett

Editor’s note: The story was 
written by the Alameda Sun’s 
online partner Michele Ellson who 
hosts the nonprofit news site The 
Alamedan. Read the story online 
here: http://thealamedan.org/
search/node/colwell.

Turn off those sprinklers
Editor:

I just didn’t know whether to 
laugh or cry when I saw the city 
of Alameda watering down Encinal 
Avenue a few days ago. When I 
went shopping at Encinal Market 
someone from the city was cut-
ting the grass in the median where 
the fountain is at High Street and 
Encinal Avenue. 

After I finished shopping I noticed 
that the city had turned on the sprin-
klers to water the grass. I went home 
and unpacked my groceries. Two 
hours later I drove by Encinal and 
High on the way to Oakland. The 
sprinklers were still going. An hour 
and a half later I came back into 
Alameda and the sprinklers were 
still going. By then Encinal Avenue 
was soaked as sheets of water flowed 
off the now-soaked grass from the 
median strip and into to the gutters 
across the way. 

About 20 minutes later I walked 
down to the intersection to see 
that someone (or something) had 
finally turned the sprinklers off. 
How much water did the city waste 

during this brilliant operation? 
I brought this up to a neigh-

bor and she mentioned all the 
sprinklers she’s seen going all 
over town with water not only 
flowing wasted into the storm 
drains, but creating another haz-
ard as well: black ice. 

There was more than one 
spot across town where the 
wasted water had frozen on the 
sidewalks and streets creating 
some walking hazards that I 
none-too-fondly recall from living 
back east. But here in California? 
C’mon, turn off those sprinklers, 
especially when the overnight 
temperature is expected to drop 
below freezing. 

And if you have to water your 
grass, put that sprinkler on some 
kind of timer. Too much of any-
thing, including water, can be 
too much. I remember reading a 
story somewhere about the city 
killing off some trees. How did 
they do it? They planted flower 
beds around the trees in one of 
the parks. When they watered 
those flowers. The extra water 
killed the trees that weren’t sup-
posed to have all that water. 

Are the geniuses now doing 
the same thing to the trees on 
the Encinal Avenue median strip 
(and elsewhere in the city)?

Pay attention and turn off 
those sprinklers when you don’t 
need them.

— Peter Johnson 

Midway thankful, too
Editor:

Cold weather reinforces our 
gratitude for the roofs over 
our heads. The 200 homeless 
women and children who call the 
Alameda-based Midway Shelter 
home each year have a warm and 
safe place to stay — and access 
to life changing resources to help 
them rebuild their lives.   

On Dec. 7, Mark and Cindy 
Hovermale hosted the Midway 
Shelter 5k Race to benefit the 
Midway Shelter for homeless 
women and children. The event 
raised $7,000 with a record number 
of registrations at 267 warm souls! 

Generous local sponsors 
helped make the race a suc-
cess: Alameda Advertising and 
Recognition, First Community 
Bank, Total Woman Spa, 
Community of Harbor Bay; 
Alameda Kiwanis Club, Carol 
Gerdes, MD, Christ Episcopal 
Church, Jane Watson at Edward 
Jones, Cucina di Cannelora, and 
MJS Solutions. Photographer Ed 
Jay is donating 10 percent of all 
photo orders to Midway.  

— Patricia Quintana Bidar


