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OPINION

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the 
city of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express views 
of the writers and do not 
necessarily reflect the opin-
ions of the Alameda Sun, its 
advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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A time to give thanks
Editor:

It’s Thanksgiving Day, time to 
give thanks to the people who 
have made my life and the lives of 
others better. First, Margaret and 
Anthony Mariani: I fi rst met them 
at the Williams Brothers Market 
on Park Street. When that market 
closed, Margaret and Anthony 
moved to the Chestnut Market 
at Encinal Avenue and Chestnut 
Street. 

They participate in many city 
and church charitable events. 
Margaret still runs bingo at St. 
Philip Neri every week. 

Today, they provide catering 
services and luncheons for the 
students at St. Joseph’s and the 
surrounding area.

I would also like to thank 
the Alameda Police Department 
(APD) for assisting us with our 
Neighborhood Watch block 
party. Members of the depart-
ment brought all the equipment 
that the police use to protect us 
so that we could see things fi rst-
hand. APD made our party a real 
success. 

—Arleen Russi 

Employees manned 
picket lines
Editor:

I have a question tied to Mike 
Lano’s letter (“On the Nob Hill 
strike,” Nov. 15): Why wouldn’t 
the store’s  employees be out 
there on the picket lines?

While some employees chose 
to picket at stores nearer their 
homes, for the most part the 
pickets at the Bridgeside Shop-
ping Center were all Nob Hill em-
ployees and their families. 

These employees were fi ght-
ing to keep their benefi ts and 
those of retired employees over 
the age of 65. Although there was 
broad support from other unions, 
like the teachers, fi refi ghters and 
teamsters, 99 percent of those 
on the picket lines were Nob Hill 
employees along with two union 
representatives and me (a retired 
union man.)

Thank you, Alameda for sup-
porting the clerks. Mr. Lano 
needs to do more shopping and 
meet the fantastic people at Al-
ameda’s Nob Hill. 

— Mike Ballerini

Beware of IRCA
Editor:

My 10-year old neutered male 
cat (adopted from the Alameda 

Animal Shelter several years ago) 
was captured in an Island Cat Re-
sources and Adoption (IRCA) cat 
trap — meant to capture feral cats 
— set up in the adjacent neighbor’s 
unfenced, completely accessible 
backyard area. He was trapped over-
night in extremely cold weather and 
was transported the next morning 
by “Jody,” an IRCA representative, 
to an Oakland vet to be neutered. 

Fortunately a neighbor wit-
nessed IRCA taking my cat and 
informed me of this. The person 
who allowed the trap to be set on 
her completely open property told 
me Jody’s phone number. When I 
phoned Jody, she confi rmed that 
she did transport my cat to an “Oak-
land pet hospital” for neutering. It 
took several minutes of a heated 
conversation to get her to divulge 
the name of the vet. I immediately 
phoned the vet, but unfortunately 
they had already tranquilized and 
anesthetized my cat prepping him 
for unnecessary surgery. 

I rushed to the pet hospital and 
waited three hours before the vet 
would release him to me because of 
the tranquilization and anesthesia 
he had undergone. 

I believe IRCA should do better 
research of an area (especially a pet 
cat-friendly neighborhood) before 
setting traps. 

They should also speak with 
people who live in the neighborhood 
who know the pets and owners be-
fore allowing a brand-new person in 
the neighborhood to place a trap on 
property that is not blocked or pri-
vate in any way.

IRCA probably believes its is act-
ing humanely and doing a service 
for the community, but its fanatical, 
extremist and overzealous actions 
caused me and my cat to be put 
through unnecessary anguish. 

This is irresponsible behavior 
on its part and IRCA should be 
stopped immediately from trap-
ping pets in residential areas (vs. 
commercial areas) when it makes 
no attempt whatsoever to distin-
guish between a feral cat and one 
that is a beloved pet.

— Suzanne Keane

The role of LWV
Editor:

In October, the League of Women 
Voters (LWV) offered four non-parti-
san local forums leading up to the 
Nov. 6 election. 

These included forums for candi-
dates for city council, school board, 
hospital board, state assembly and 
a pros-and-cons forum covering the 
state ballot measures and Measure 
D. We wish to thank all candidates 

for attending our forums and offer-
ing valuable education to voters.

Voters were given the opportu-
nity to ask questions of the candi-
dates, which deepened understand-
ing of candidate’s concerns and 
priorities. With candidates being 
willing to stay afterwards and in-
dividually discuss concerns and 
thoughts with attendees, we had 
many in-depth and lively conversa-
tions.

LWV is a non-partisan organiza-
tion advocating voter education 
and advocacy. We certainly hope 
we fulfi lled the wishes of Alameda 
voters with these forums. 

Our other election season ac-
tivities included the distribution of 
hundreds of our EasyVoter guides, 
maintaining our voter education 
website with current voter infor-
mation at www.smartvoter.org and 
giving mini pro-and-con sessions to 
many local organizations. We also 
stocked the voter registration form 
boxes at libraries and post offi ce 
branches.

LWV is open to all men and wom-
en, if you would like to learn more 
about LWV or becoming a member, 
information can be found at http://
alameda.ca.lwvnet.org/join.html.  

— Gayle Thomas
LWV Membership Chair

Race is won
Editor:

With more then 70,000 votes 
and a decisive margin of victory, we 
have accomplished our collective 
goal and won our race for California 
State Assembly.

I fi rst want to salute my oppo-
nent, Abel Guillen, for his public 
service and his forceful campaign. 
The results indicate voters had two 
very good choices and while I am 
grateful for our campaign’s success, 
I am mindful of the issues Abel and 
I agree must be addressed and that 
we will need to work together.

I entered this race 16 months 
ago out of concern for our public 
schools, the safety of our East Bay 
neighborhoods and the state of 
our local economy. I promised our 
shared community that I would im-
prove the quality of education we 
provide our children, help prevent 
rampant gun violence and work to 
create more good jobs. That’s why 
I am ready to get to work starting 
today.

I want to thank my wife, Mialisa, 
my children, Reina, Iliana and An-
dres, and my parents, Cynthia and 
Warren, and mother-in-law, Enid, 
for their love, support and sacrifi ce 
during this campaign. I am also tre-
mendously grateful to my campaign 
staff and the hundreds of support-
ers who worked so hard to move 
our campaign forward. In particular, 
I want to thank Assemblyman San-
dré Swanson for his support and 
trust.

I also want to acknowledge my 
campaign’s support from our state’s 
educators, fi refi ghters, police offi -
cers and all public employees who 
work so hard to make our commu-
nities strong. I wouldn’t be in this 
position without them.

In addition to the clear chal-
lenges we face in the East Bay, 
there is a state budget to balance 
and services to all Californians to 
restore and strengthen. Thanks to 
the leadership of Gov. Jerry Brown 
and passage of Prop. 30, we are in 
a better position now than at any 
time in the last decade to earn back 
the people’s trust and make good 
on our promises to improve educa-

tion and health care and ensure a 
strong social services safety net.

I am absolutely sure that we 
can achieve all of this progress 
together and I am honored to be 
afforded the opportunity to help 
lead the effort.

— Rob Bonta

No place on board
Editor:

We need to let the legal pro-
cess run its course before pass-
ing any judgments, but if planning 
board member and United Food 
and Commercial Workers (UFCW) 
Local 5 spokesperson Mike Hen-
neberry is ultimately convicted 
of, or pleads guilty to, the battery 
charge, he should step down from 
the Planning Board.

It may discourage public dis-
course, and may be intimidating to 
members of the public who come 
before the planning board, to have 
Henneberry on the dais, in the 
event that he is convicted of this 
alleged violent act. 

And if he will not step down, 
Mayor Gilmore, who appointed 
him, should lead efforts to remove 
him.

— David Howard

Overcharged
Editor:

I, too, have been overcharged 
by Alameda Hospital, (“Hospital 
Fees Questioned,” Nov. 9). I re-
cently needed their assistance. No 
doctor, just a nurse to help me to 
urinate, a blood test and an hour 
later I was released. I was so very 
grateful. 

I fi gured maybe $500 to $1,000 
max. Instead I get a bill for $2,999. 
Unacceptable. I am a retired Team-
ster of 30 years and recently re-

tired without health benefi ts. 
I live on a fi xed income and 

maybe you could direct me how to 
resolve this, I would be grateful.

— Michael Griego

We couldn’t have done 
it without you
Editor:

Holiday shopping came early 
for those who attended the annual 
Alameda Holiday Boutique, held 
the fi rst weekend of November at 
the Veterans Memorial Building. 
The volunteer coordinators would 
like to thank the public for attend-
ing this event making it a very suc-
cessful 34th year. There were more 
than 48 different venues of fi ne art, 
original homemade crafts, food 
and a touch of antique/vintage col-
lectibles.

Girl and Boy Scout troops 
earned badges as well as money 
for their worthwhile projects dur-
ing this two-day event. We thank 
the merchants who allowed fl yers 
to be displayed in their windows 
and on bulletin boards. 

Thanks to everyone for their 
help with fl yers, food sales, setting 
up and taking down tables and 
chairs, posting signs, balloons and 
countless other tasks. Our hats 
are also off to the city of Alameda 
for permitting us to hang a banner 
across Webster Street.

Proceeds are donated back to 
the Alameda Park and Recreation 
Dept for the Leisure Club, a recre-
ation program for developmentally 
disabled teens and adults. Dona-
tions were also accepted for our 
local Alameda Meals on Wheels 
and Friendly Visitors Program.

Thanks again for everyone’s 
support. It’s an Alameda event. 
We hope to see you next year, fi rst 

weekend in November, for our 
35th year.

— Joanne Broadbent, 
Jean Inferrera

Alameda Holiday Boutique 
Volunteer coordinators

AEF thanks it donors
Editor: 

The Alameda Education Foun-
dation’s (AEF) Adopt-A-Classroom 
empowers Alameda public school 
teachers by providing $500 dona-
tions directly to classroom teach-
ers. AEF has set a goal of 130 
Adopt-A-Classroom donations for 
the 2012-2013 school year. I’m hap-
py to report that we have reached 
70 percent of our goal! Thank you 
to the following donors:

2012-2013 Bay Farm families; 
Savannah and Jessica Wong and 
the Tamaoki family; Savannah and 
Jessica Wong; the Dao family; the 
Tamaoki family and the 2012-2013 
Bay Farm families; Savannah and 
Jessica Wong and the 2012-2013 
Bay Farm families; the Yehs; an 
Earhart family in honor of Mr. 
Wolf’s passion, teaching method-
ology and Midas touch to kids’ 
lives; Ms. Corpuz 2012-2013 kin-
dergarten class; Perforce Foun-
dation on behalf of employee En-
rique Del Campo; families of Ms. 
Thomas 2012-2013 kindergarten 
classroom; families of Dr. Arbret-
on’s 2012-2013 kindergarten class-
room; Perforce Foundation on be-
half of employee Michael Alessio; 
families of Ms. Twite’s 2012-2013 
second-grade classroom; families 
of Ms. Garnica’s 2012-2013 fourth-
/fi fth-grade classes; Perforce 
Foundation on behalf of employee 
Gunnar Ostergren; the family 
of Jack Toyama; the families of 
2012-2013 Lincoln Middle School

John Russo
Alameda loves its parks. We 

all agree on that. So why is the 
East Bay Regional Park District 
(EBRPD) spending both your city 
tax dollars and your park district 
tax dollars to sue the city of Al-
ameda over our state-mandated 
Housing Element? 

The fact is the park district 
has dragged the city into its fi ght 
with the federal government to ac-
quire land — for free — on McKay 
Avenue, for a new parking lot for 
park district use. Here’s why the 
lawsuit is irresponsible: 

 If EBRPD acquires the site, it 
can already build the parking lot it 
desires, under Alameda’s Housing 
Element.

 If the district doesn’t acquire 
the property, it will still have ample 
opportunity to comment during 
the public hearings about traffi c or 
other concerns it may have about 
any project on McKay Avenue

 EBRPD is attempting to force 
Alameda to rezone this site behind 
closed doors via litigation.

 Even if the district wins this, 
it still does not get the land, but 
will have exposed Alameda resi-
dents to losing local control over 
planning decisions as well as los-
ing state funds, including trans-
portation improvement money.

This demonstrates arrogant 
disregard for your tax dollars and 
for the city’s obligations to comply 
with state of California’s housing 
requirements. The park district is 
recklessly abusing the true purpos-
es of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) by using it to 
undo the fed’s sale of the property. 

This lawsuit is nothing more than 
a negotiation tactic.

If you think your tax dollars 
should be spent on park services, 
not on some of the most expensive 
land-use attorneys in the state, 
please tell EBRPD to drop its law-
suit, get out of the courtroom and 
enter the public hearing room to 
resolve these issues. 

Here are the facts: 
 EBRPD demanded the fed-

eral government give them — for 
free — land on McKay Avenue for 
a new district parking lot. Under-
standably, the federal government 
decided instead to auction the 
land to the highest bidder. The city 
had no part in that decision. 

 The federal government held 
its auction and EBRPD was not the 
highest bidder. The city had no 
part in that process.

 If EBRPD had acquired the 
property it could build a parking 
lot without having to change the 
zoning.

 In 2008 the city began work 
on its Housing Element and identi-
fi ed the site on McKay Avenue for 
potential housing. Four years later 
that public process resulted in the 
city rezoning several properties to 
meet California’s housing require-
ments. The city’s actions complied 
with CEQA and were state-certifi ed. 

 Throughout the four-year 
process the city conducted exten-
sive notifi cations and many public 
hearings for the Housing Element. 
Neighbors of the McKay Avenue 
property attended those hearings. 

The city posted large green signs 
on the site, which is immediately 
adjacent to the EBRPD’s building. 
The city published newspaper 
ads, and front-page articles ap-
peared in local newspapers.  

 EBRPD did not attend any 
public hearings nor send any com-
ment to the planning board or city 
council expressing opposition or 
concerns about the proposal to 
rezone the McKay Avenue site. A 
month after the city council’s fi nal 
public hearing and the state’s cer-
tifi cation of the Housing Element, 
the park district notifi ed the city 
that it was going to sue.

 The city responded by inviting 
EBRPD to initiate a public process to 
rezone the property to avoid a law-
suit; the park district refused. The 
district also ignored the city’s writ-
ten assurance that for any housing 
project at this site, the city would 
require full compliance with CEQA 
to ensure the park district and mem-
bers of the public have a chance to 
discuss potential impacts. 

The park district ignores the 
city’s attempts to satisfy its stated 
concerns, because what the dis-
trict really wants is the land, for 
free. To see the city’s correspon-
dence with EBRPD, visit the city of 
Alameda’s website.

John A. Russo is Alameda’s city 
manager. 

Park District Lawsuit Irresponsible
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Commentary Tell EBRPD to 
... get out of the 
courtroom and 
enter the public 
hearing room.
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