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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.

The award-winning publication by Stellar Media Group, Inc.
An Adjudicated Newspaper Established 2001 
23,000 copies delivered FREE Every Thursday

3215J Encinal Avenue, Alameda, CA 94501

Editorial n 510-263-1470
Advertising n 510-263-1471
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www.alamedasun.com

B u s i n e s s  A s s o c i a t i o n

We convey the Alameda experience, both past and 
present, through an informative, financially viable 

community newspaper, in print and online.

SUN STAFF

Out of bounds
Editor:

The Latham Foundation is 
being abused by this Municipal 
Auditing Services (MAS) group 
telling us we have been cheating 
on our business license that we 
have paid according to City of Al-
ameda rules confirmed in 2001 by 
city staff (“License Check Under-
way,” Oct. 31). 

The MAS people work on the 
phone and wanted our staff to tell 
them other businesses we knew 
of. We told them we comply with 
the law and when they told us the 
law that required us to provide 
them names of other business, 
we would comply. 

Since then, MAS has ratch-
eted up the demands, and I have 
now written to the city to ask for 
relief. We comply 1,000 percent 
with city ordinances. MAS is com-
pletely out of bounds.

— Hugh Tebault

Sweep up big  
companies, too
Editor:

My questions is: Are FedEx 
and UPS going to be inspected in 
this sweep or is it just going to be 
looking at small businesses? (“Li-
cense Check Underway,” Oct. 31). 

— Jack Carson

Don’t forget 
Fukushima
Editor:

Hey, great news (“Point Nature 
Preserve Nears Completion,” Oct. 
31). If only there wasn’t radioac-
tive debris washing up on the en-
tire West Coast from Fukushima, 
which has yet to be contained.

If my profound sorrow sounds 
a bit angry, it’s only because I am 
enraged at what humans have 
done and are doing to this para-
dise planet. Will Fukushima be 
the end of nuclear? I doubt it. Un-
less, of course, it ends human life.

— Jaan Carter

Adopt-a-Bed update
Editor: 

The Midway Shelter for 
abused women and their children 
would like to thank the follow-
ing who donated to the shelter 
in October. Some of the listed 
donors contributed several times 
during this period.

The shelter would like to 
start by thanking Pacific Coast 
Real Estate; Beverly and Robert 
Buhnerkempe; Betty Sanderson; 

Troy Gilbert
Saturday, Nov. 2, was a big day 

for the Alameda Food Bank. As 
usual, we did our monthly Client 
Food Selection (CFS) program at 
our warehouse at Alameda Point. 
CFS is an important program for 
us. Alamedans get to utilize the 
food bank and pick the foods they 
want. This is a national “best prac-
tice” for food pantries; it elimi-
nates waste when clients have 
more control over what they can 
take home.

Instead of pre-packaged boxes, 
clients get a choice of canned 
goods, produce and breads. The 
program is needed. On a given day 
at our distribution center on Thau 
Way, we will serve 30 to 50 people; 
typically at our monthly CFS pro-
gram we serve 200 to 250 people. 

Nov. 2 was also a big day be-
cause it was the first day of exten-
sive cutbacks to the Supplemen-
tal Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP), popularly known as 
“food stamps.” As you may know, 
additional SNAP allocations un-
der President Barack Obama’s 
2008 stimulus program expired 
on Nov. 1. 

More than 4 million Califor-
nians will be affected, losing the 
equivalent of approximately 26 
individual meals per month. As 
anticipated, our numbers were 
up. We served nearly 280 folks 
when our average for a CFS pro-
gram this time of year is more 
like 250. 

The Alameda Food Bank, like 
many banks and pantries across 
the country, has been discuss-
ing the many ramifications of the 
cutbacks in SNAP. We are trying 
our best to prepare, although it 
is difficult. We serve nearly to 
capacity now. 

What I love most about the  
Alameda Food Bank is that it is so 
wonderfully local. Clients need to 
show us an Alameda address to 
receive food. Many of our volun-
teers and donations come from 
right here in Alameda and Bay 
Farm Island. We are truly neigh-
bors helping neighbors, but our 
care for each other here in the  
Island City will no doubt be affect-
ed by the incessant budget slash-
ing and gridlock in Washington. 

It is the time of year when we 
at the food bank need all the help 

we can get. We can use your do-
nations of money or time (visit 
www.alamedafoodbank.org to 
see how you can donate or volun-
teer). Alameda’s hungry can also 
be helped by their neighbors’ 
strong advocacy. 

Please contact our congres-
sional representatives and let 
them know that further cuts in the 
SNAP program hurt us here. We 
can help our neighbors through 
many venues. If we can stop fur-
ther cuts in assistance programs 
in Washington we can be much 
more effective helping smaller 
numbers of needy in Alameda.  

Troy Gilbert is the new execu-
tive director at the Alameda Food 
Bank.

Voices of the  
Mothers Project

At the March 18 Alameda 
County Board of Supervisors 
public hearing on Laura’s Law 
(AB1421), the county’s Behavior-
al Health Department was direct-
ed to provide a report on assisted 
outpatient treatment for Alameda 
County. 

The law is named for Laura 
Wilcox, a California mental-health 
worker whose death at the hands 
of a mentally ill patient spurred 
the Assembly to take action. Gov. 
Gray Davis signed AB 1412 into 
law in 2002. 

Nevada County, where Wilcox 
was killed, is the only county to 
fully enact the law. Eleven years 
after Davis signed the bill into 
law, Alameda County has still not 
acted to implement it.

Alameda County’s Behavioral 
Health Care Services (BHCS) has 
constructed a plan to help close 
the current disparity in care for 
those with severe mental illness. 
This effort was encouraged by 
the passionate concerns of ad-
vocates for and against this law. 
BHCS devoted much time and 
effort in the last year and its re-
vised report reflects 10 good rec-
ommendations including a one-
year pilot program of AB1421 for 
five slots. 

We believe that members of 
our community stricken with de-
bilitating illness deserve medical 
treatment and a chance to get 
well. Unfortunately, many people 
with severe mental illness do not 
voluntarily engage in services 
because they are not able to rec-
ognize they are ill, a condition 
doctors refer to as anosognosia. 
Because of this lack of insight 
into their condition, they func-
tion at a high-risk level in terms 
of daily health and safety. 

Our county provides many 
voluntary community-based op-
tions, but those who are not able 
to voluntarily access them are 
left to experience deteriorating 
health. 

As a society, we are cruelly 
turning our backs on these indi-
viduals by not providing appro-
priate care and services. Many 
deteriorate to the point that they 
can’t take care of their basic 
needs, pose a risk to themselves 
or others, or find themselves 
locked up in a psychiatric hospi-
tal or incarcerated, or a tragedy 
can occur. 

Community-based services 
are always preferable however; 
we must have assisted outpatient 
treatment options. AB1421 or 
Assisted Outpatient Treatment 
(AOT) is presided over by a judge 
who can compel individuals to in-
teract with a team of profession-
als, including a public defender. 
It helps the individual receive 
medical treatment, counseling, 
access to housing and other ba-
sic services while living in the 
community. 

AOT compels engagement, but 
it insures personal human rights. 
It does not force medication and 
participants are involved in their 
treatment planning. Where op-
ponents of AOT see a slippery 
slope to higher levels of control, 
we see a way to lower the level 
of involuntary control that is cur-
rently the inevitable result when 
people are allowed to descend 
into crisis.

At the end of this month, the 
Board of Supervisors will vote on 
the AB1421 pilot recommenda-
tion. It requires a majority vote 
by our supervisors in order to 
pass. Please let Supervisor Wilma 
Chan know that those in our com-
munity with severe mental illness 
deserve care and a chance at re-

Ruth Brown; and Barbara Anderson. 
We truly appreciated the generosity 
shown by the members of Christ 
Episcopal Church. We could not 
survive without help from dona-
tions from Cucina di Cannelora; 
Virginia Krutilek; the Community 
of Harbor Bay Isle; and Lois Pryor. 
The First Christian Church of 
Alameda pitched in October as did 
Zara l. Mannion; Keith Nealy; Arthur 
and Carol Glaser; and Sheila and 
Thomas Lewellyn. 

We appreciated the help we 
received form Sarah Cruz; the 
Kiwanis Club of Alameda; Diane 
Nutter; Sherri Bernardi; Carol 
Gerdes, MD; and Kusum Kanji, 
who gave by way of the United 
Way Bay Area.

The shelter had one donor who 
wished to remain anonymous. 

If you’d like to join these generous 
people in helping the shelter, send 
your donation to: Alameda Homeless 
Network, P.O. Box 951, Alameda CA 
94501. To learn more call 523-2377 or 
visit www.midway shelter.org.

— Ginny Krutilek

Thanks to all who 
adopted classrooms
Editor:

October was a busy month for 
the Adopt a Classroom program 
with 66 teachers receiving $500 
Adopt A Classroom grants! That is 
$33,000 that went directly into the 
hands of teachers that they can 
use to best fit the needs of their 
classrooms. I would like to thank 
October’s generous donors.

These include 2013-2014 Bay 
Farm families; the Tamaoki Family; 
Johngkeel Lee and Jungah Kim; 
Brian and Sherri Bunger; Kenneth 
Rainin Foundation; the Long and 
Peddada families; Jim and Kate 
Meyers; the families of Ms. Garcha’s 
first-grade class; as well as the 
families of Ms. Davidson’s first-
grade class; the O’Pecko family; 
Gabriel/Chac, Burton, Cunningham, 
Atkisson, Labatt and Taggart fami-
lies. 

They also include Abbott 
Laboratories on behalf of the 
Chen family; the Samford family; 
the Murphy and Samford families; 
the families of Ms. Guha’s and Ms. 
Russi’s first-grade classes; Attack, 
Byrne-Sarno, Carvalho, Dean, 
Farris, Kohler and Stollman families 
and the families of Ms. Meyer’s 
third-grade class.

We couldn’t have accomplished 
our goal without the Wilson, Wang, 
Lozeau de Guzman, Baltutis and 
Anderson families; the families of 
Ms. Norman’s fifth-grade class; Kyle 

and Elgina Connor; the families of 
Ms. Kernkamp’s fourth-grade class; 
and Khyle Jones/Honey Experience 
LLC.

Jennifer Bullock and Matthew 
Humphrey reached out and helped 
as did the Jack Toyama family; 
TaoMedix, Inc.; the Villarete-Minor 
family; the Pace family; Jim and 
Mandy Tham; the Becka Feldman 
family; Alameda Collision Repair; 
Respecting Our Teacher’s Fund; 
Cargill, Incorporated; the Kruge-Do 
family; and the Hagey family.

We had one anonymous donor. 
Teachers were adopted at schools 
across the Island including Bay 
Farm, Earhart, Edison, Franklin, 
Haight, Lincoln, Lum, Maya Lin, 
Otis, Paden and Ruby Bridges.

We are well on our way toward 
our goal of adopting 150 teachers 
this year. If you would like to help 
us reach our goal, and help support 
our wonderful teachers, visit www.
AlamedaEducation.org to make an 
adoption.

— Kathleen C. Woulfe
Adopt A Classroom Chair 

Thank you, FAAS
Editor: 

I have been volunteering weekly 
at the Alameda shelter for more 
than a year. 

When I go in I see a hard-working 
team of people dedicated to the 
well-being of the animals in the 
shelter as well as their safety and 
the safety of the volunteers and the 
community.

I see some dogs coming into the 
shelter very fearful or shy. Thanks 
to the dedication of the staff and the 
volunteers, they eventually learn to 
trust the people who care for them 
as well as members of the public.

What makes me most happy 
is seeing the dogs becoming very 
excited when we are getting ready 
to take them out for a walk or to 
play in the back, and being perfectly 
happy about getting back into their 
kennel because it’s a safe place for 
them and, for the time being, it is 
their home.

The shelter offers ongoing train-
ing for the volunteers. I have taken 
the basic clicker training class, 
which allows us to challenge and 
enrich the life of the shelter dogs as 
well as provide basic training. 

The shelter is also working 
with Pawsitively Dog Training and 
Oakland Animal Services, allowing 
some dogs to attend regular obedi-
ence classes. 

Friends of the Alameda Animal 
Shelter (FAAS) organizes fundraising 
events, mobile adoptions and adop-
tion specials such as “Sensational 
Senior Adoption Month” going on 
right now. Its members reach out to 
training professionals, foster homes 
and rescue groups for all the dif-
ferent animals who make it to the 
shelter. These include parakeets, 
pigeons, chickens, bunnies, guinea 
pigs and even turtles.

So thank you, FAAS, staff and vol-
unteers for providing homeless or 
abused pets in Alameda a safe place 
to wait for their next forever home.

— Nanou Ballou

RAB member responds
Editor:

As a Restoration Advisory Board 
(RAB) member at both Treasure 
Island and Alameda, I can state pret-
ty confidently that the soil from 
Treasure Island was not used at Site 
2, as it is highly contaminated with 
lead (“Point Nature Reserve Nears 
Completion,” Oct. 31). Thus it was 
inappropriate for the soil base as 
the lead would be taken up by plants 
and ingested by animals, thus creat-
ing health problems for them. 

The Navy co-chair stated at the 
last RAB meeting that the material is 
to be used at Site 1. The soil used at 
Site 2 is from the upper delta and is 
certified to be of the highest quality.

— Dale Smith

Thank you,  
Alameda Free Library
Editor:

What a wonderful resource 
we have in Alameda Free Library. 
While hours and access have been 
reduced the library and its staff 
continue to offer great service with 
friendly smiles. Wonderfully, the 
main branch on Oak Street also 
offers artists a venue to display 
their artwork and hosts, with 

Food Bank Picks Up 
Food Stamp Slack

A Call to Implement Laura’s Law

Commentary

Our care ... here 
in the Island City 
will no doubt 
be affected by ... 
budget slashing ... 
in Washington.

Commentary

covery. Urge her to vote in fa-
vor of AB1421. 

Write directly to Chan and 
the other supervisors at Alam-
eda County Supervisors, 1221 
Oak St., Oakland, CA 94612 or 
at www.acgov.org/board.

Candy DeWitt, Patricia Fon-
tana, Toni Veglia and Liz Rebens-
dorf  contributed to this commen-
tary.

As a society, we 
are cruelly turn-
ing our backs on 
these individuals 
by not providing 
appropriate care 
and services. 
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