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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the 
city of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express views 
of the writers and do not 
necessarily reflect the opin-
ions of the Alameda Sun, its 
advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.

The award-winning publication by Stellar Media Group, Inc.
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23,000 copies delivered FREE Every Thursday
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www.alamedasun.com
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We convey the Alameda experience, both past and 
present, through an informative, fi nancially viable 

community newspaper, in print and online.
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What a thrill
Editor:

I want to thank Michel Michel 
for making a dream come true.

For a few hours on a wet and 
brilliant night in October, I had 
the chance to dance in the rain on 
Central Avenue to the electrifying 
music of the immortal Michael 
Jackson. 

It was a thrill to feel the beat 
with an excited group of people, 
including friends: Greta, Connie, 
William, Karen, Ray and Maritza.

While the iconic famous Thrill-
er dance, with its many versions 
and sequences was fun to follow, 
for me, it was my favorite song 
“Beat It” that touched my soul 
and was a blast to dance to.

A big thank you goes to Michel 
for dreaming up this special com-
munity event on Halloween and 
for encouraging people to donate 
canned food for our local food 
bank. I also want to thank Mar-
nel and Vincent from West Coast 
Dance Theater (40 years of danc-
ing and still rockin’) and Pam and 
Brian from Dance 10. 

They offered free weekend 
dance lessons to a large group of 
enthusiastic dancers of all levels 
prior to the event and led the wet 
and wild crowd that Halloween 
night.

It was a magical night — one 
never to be forgotten, as Alameda 
“healed the world” and “made a 
better place for you and me.” 

— Pam Williams

Quite a thriller
Editor:

Michel Michel Productions 
and the Alameda Halloween 
Thriller Dance would like to 
thank all who attended the event. 
A good time was had by all walks 
of life and ages. 

A special thanks to the city of 
Alameda, Alameda Police Depart-
ment, DJ Dave Stebbins, West 
Coast Dance Theater, Dance 10 
Performing Arts Center, all of the 
small businesses downtown who 
made this possible, Alameda Sun, 
Speisekammer, Cafe Fudgelato, 
The Sandwich Board, Pixies & 
Peony, Subpar Miniature Golf, 
Alameda Vintner’s Club, Janene’s 
Bridal Boutique, Robert Romano 
(Angela’s Bistro Catering), Kabob 
Central, Alameda Journal and oth-
ers behind the scenes. 

Please keep in mind that the 
Alameda Food Bank is gearing 
up for the holidays and is always 
accepting donations; give them a 
call at 523-5850.

Pappo, Kabob Central, Troy, 
Angela’s Bistro & Bar, Cafe Central, 
Alameda Vintner’s Club, Alameda 
Wine Co., Burgermeister, and Viva 
Mexico all thank you for spending 
your time with them during the 
event. 

See you next year for bigger and 
better fun! 

Please email us if you would like 
to volunteer next year, or have com-
ments. AlamedaHalloweenThriller 
Dance@yahoo.com. Thank you,
Alameda!

— Michel Michel

Thanks one and all
Editor:

The Friends of the Alameda Free 
Library would like to thank all those 
who helped make our October book 
sale highly successful. 

The Friends is a non-profi t orga-
nization dedicated to raising funds 
for the library. 

In this time of fi scal constraints, 
the monies raised from our semi-an-
nual used book sales are critical to 
funding library programs such as 
the children’s, teen and adult read-
ing programs. 

Our thanks go to those who 
donated materials for the sale and 
those who came to the sale and 
bought it. 

We would like to especially thank 
the Recreation & Parks Department 
for the use of the O’Club, especially 
Deana Huie and Steve Zecher. 

Our hats are off to the “Mon-
day Crew,” who — over the past 
six months — sorted, priced, 
boxed, and moved more then 
1,000 boxes of donated mate-
rial from the Main Library to our 
storage site. 

Librarian Jane Chisaki deserves 
a special nod for her support 
throughout the year and contribu-
tions to the sale.

Coast Guard members Jermond 
Williamson and Chad Davis and the 
other Surface Forces Logistics Cen-
ter volunteers spent Thursday mov-
ing those boxes from storage to the 
O’Club. 

Their able-bodied assistance 
was critical to the logistics of the 
sale. Many Friends of the Library 
volunteers spent time unpacking 
and displaying the material on 
tables. 

They also helped in various ca-
pacities during the three days of 
the sale in keeping tables neat and 
organized and providing courteous 
customer assistance.  

We couldn’t have done it with-
out you.

— John Kennedy
Co-Chair, Book Sale Committee

James Reichert
I read most of the information 

and the letters in your Nov. 1 De-
cision 2012 section. Most of the 
letters to the editor on the elec-
tion refl ected the writer’s positive 
advocacy of a position or a candi-
date. One particular letter did not 
do so.

I have lived in Alameda for 
11years. Like most of our residents 
and like most people who have 
moved here from other places, I 
cannot say enough about the posi-
tive aspects of our town. Alameda 
has a great quality of life and in the 
time I have lived here it has only 
gotten better. 

I know that we have some chal-
lenges and that many of these are 
connected to the broader issues 
that our state and country are fac-
ing. We have to decide as a com-
munity how to solve the problems 
related to the economic downturn 
our country as a whole faces and 
how the resulting diminished 
funds and resources affect our city 
services and our schools. And we 
can reasonably differ on what our 
solutions will be. 

I am writing this letter because I 
notice a tendency towards an unac-
ceptable level of anger and personal 
attack in the letters written to and 
published by the Alameda Sun. 

I am not against free expres-
sion and I understand that some 
few citizens in Alameda feel they 
need to vent their frustrations 
over every single thing they disap-
prove of. But there is a limit, and I 
think the limit has been crossed in 
the anonymous letter (“Only Spen-
cer has my vote,” Nov. 1) printed 
by the Sun. 

This letter consisted of seven 
paragraphs, only one of which 
expressed the support for a can-
didate that the Sun’s title implied. 
The rest of the letter was an un-
substantiated personal attack 
on the principal of Alameda High 
School. 

I question the appropriateness 
of the Alameda Sun printing this 
anonymous personal attack and I 
question it for two reasons. 

The subject of this attack is 
a hired employee of our school 
district. She is a dedicated profes-
sional doing her job. 

If the Sun or anyone else wants 
to question that job performance 
they certainly can do so, but open-
ly, legitimately and in the correct 
forum. Barring some public inci-
dent or legal transgression, it is 
absolutely clear that the pages of 
a local newspaper are not the cor-
rect forum. There are certain peo-
ple in our society, those defi ned 
by law as public persons, who are 
in fact not above public criticism. 
But the person attacked in this let-
ter is not a government offi cial or 
an elected politician, but simply 
someone doing their job. And the 
attacks directed against her were 
highly subjective and of question-
able legitimacy. 

The second reason that pub-
lishing this letter was inappropri-
ate is the fact that it was published 
anonymously. It is unacceptable to 
write and publish a six-paragraph 
attack against a named individual 
without naming yourself. 

But I do not hold “A concerned 
AHS parent” responsible. I hold 
the Alameda Sun responsible. The 
Sun should never have printed this 

letter. By printing this anonymous 
screed, the Sun itself is taking the 
writer’s position. The Sun owns 
this. 

And in doing so, the Sun fails 
every test of journalistic diligence 
and ethics. If the Sun wants to 
critique the performance of any 
employee of the school district or 
the city, they are free to do so if 
they research, validate and stand 
behind their point of view. Instead 
they hide behind an anonymous, 
unsubstantiated personal attack.

In my opinion this has become 
a common business practice for 
the Sun. The Sun seems to stir up 
one tempest in a teapot after an-
other in Alameda to promote their 
brand. 

But I think their lack of seri-
ous journalism is pushing them 
towards irrelevance.

James Reichert lives in 
Alameda.

Editor’s note: The opinion 
page is open to all residents of 
Alameda, regardless of their opin-
ions. The Alameda Sun does not  
publish letters based on their ac-
ceptable or unacceptable levels of 
anger. This was not an anonymous 
letter. The Alameda Sun knows 
identity of the letter writer. The Sun 
withheld the writer’s name at the 
writer’s request.

Reader Finds Opinion ‘Unacceptable’
The Sun fails 
every test of jour-
nalistic diligence 
and ethics.

Commentary

Mike D’Orazi
I would like to respond to the 

two-part commentary regarding 
ambulance service on Bay Farm 
Island from city council candidate 
Gerard Valbuena Dumuk,  (“Don’t 
Leave Bay Farm Stranded, Oct. 25) 
and (“Bring Paramedics Plus to 
Bay Farm,” Nov. 1).  While reading 
through Valbuena Dumuk’s assess-
ment of the ambulance service it 
quickly became very clear that 
he was woefully misinformed on 
many of the issues he raises. 

The Alameda Fire Department 
(AFD) is here to serve Alameda 
residents with emergency servic-
es and provide information about 
those services whenever neces-
sary. 

I fear Valbuena Dumuk’s er-
roneous information may have 
caused confusion and stress 
among Bay Farm Island residents. 
If he had taken the time to discuss 
this service with me, or other AFD 
members, we would have gladly 
provided him with the correct 
information and afforded him the 
opportunity to present a correct 
piece on Alameda’s comprehen-
sive emergency medical services 
for Bay Farm Island.

I wholeheartedly agree that de-
laying response to any part of our 
city because of a lack of service is 
unacceptable. That is why I have 
continuously advocated for main-
taining AFD’s current levels and 
quality of service. In 2011 our re-
sponse times for emergency medi-
cal calls averaged fi ve minutes and 
four seconds for a paramedic en-
gine and fi ve minutes, 43 seconds 
for a paramedic ambulance. These 

response times far exceed the 
standards set by Alameda County 
which requires an eight-minute, 
30-second response time for a 
paramedic engine and 10 minutes 
for a private paramedic ambu-
lance. AFD holds its response time 
standards much higher than that 
of the county. I’m proud to say 
that we continuously out-perform 
Alameda County’s requirements.

Valbuena Dumuk also states 
that the contract with Paramed-
ics Plus has generated in excess 
of $2 million dollars for Alameda 
County. 

While I can’t speculate on the 
exact amount the private ambu-
lance provider has paid to the 
county, I can tell you that compen-
sation Paramedics Plus has made 
to the county has not been for ser-
vice. These payments are fi nes for 
Paramedics Plus not meeting their 
contractual requirements. 

Alameda County is the Local 
Emergency Medical Services Agen-
cy in the area and therefore the 
City of Alameda has an advance 
life support ambulance transport 
services contract with the county.  
The contract requires the city of 
Alameda to meet all patient care 
and response time standards 
specifi ed by the county. However, 
the city has higher standards. 
Therefore Dumuk’s assertion that 
the city has no legal obligation to 
provide response times is factu-
ally incorrect. 

The city just prefers to exceed 
its contractual standards with the 
county and respond to our resi-
dents more quickly. 

The city of Alameda has been 

awarded an exclusive operating 
area to provide emergency and 
ambulance transport services. 
This fact is recognized in the con-
tract between the county and the 
city. The same contract that gov-
erns patient care and response 
times also governs quality as-
surance programs. AFD continu-
ously monitors the quality of its 
services in this area and provides 
reports and fi ndings to the county 
as required. If we do not meet our 
contractual obligations, we, too, 
are subject to the same fi nes and 
penalties as Paramedics Plus. I am 
happy to report that we have nev-
er been required to pay any fi nes 
or penalties.

Finally, I would like to point 
out that we currently have mu-
tual aid agreements with all the 
ambulance transport providers in 
Alameda County, including the cit-
ies of Berkeley, Albany, Piedmont 
and Paramedics Plus. This agree-
ment allows all the agencies to 
request mutual aid at any time for 
their emergency medical response 
needs. Valbuena Dumuk’s sugges-
tion that we enter into some ex-
tended mutual aid agreement with 
Paramedics Plus is neither neces-
sary nor practical.

I encourage Valbuena Dumuk 
to contact AFD so I can help him 
better understand our services 
and discuss his ideas for making 
our already high-performing de-
partment even better. 

Mike D’Orazi is chief of the 
Alameda Fire Department. 

Adopt-A-Bed update
Editor:

Many thanks to those individu-
als and groups who have contrib-
uted to the Midway Shelter for 
abused women and their children in 
the month of October. A number of 
the listed donors have contributed 
several times during this period.

Thanks to Isle City Institute #51 
YLI, Carlin Shannon and members 
of Girl Scout Troop No. 30928, Karen 
Kokame, Betty Sanderson, Anony-
mous I, as well as to Joseph and Gail 
Van Winkle. We couldn’t have done it 
without Lance and Sandra Russum, 
who donated  in memory of Sandy 
Bertero; the Community of Harbor 
Bay Isle; the First Christian Church 
of Alameda or Sherri and Brian 
Bunger. Our heartfelt thanks go out 
to Gladys Gustin, Smith Anderson, 
Mike Martinelli, Catherine Pagano 
and Kathy Duncan.

The shelter received generous 
donations from Mary Deweese, 
Marge Spedowfski, Jim Hassett, 
Blanche Anderson and Toni Long. 
Virginia Krutilek, Eric Karlson and 
Donna Murata, Laurel and George 
Arroyo, as well as Virginia and Ew-
art Wetherill opened their hearts 
and their wallets. And last, but 
certainly not least, we would like 
to thank Debbie Falzone, Barbara 
Anderson, Carol Gerdes, M.D., Keith 
Nealy, Lois Pryor, Malyon Booth, Ed-
ison School, Sothera Sand, Edmund 
Lemi and Jim Hager.

Please join these generous 
people and send your donation to 
Alameda Homeless Network, P.O. 
Box 951, Alameda, CA 94501. To 
learn more, call 523-2377 or visit 
www.midwayshelter.org.

— Ginny Krutilek

Thanks for a successful 
harvest fest
Editor:

It was so nice to see more than 
400 of you at the Alameda Point Col-
laborative’s (APC) Harvest Festival. 
It was a wonderful celebration of 
friendship and community, and we 
are so grateful for your support of 
the event and of APC. 

Almost all the food served at the 
festival was fresh from “The Farm” 
at APC. We grilled our very own egg-
plant, zucchini and summer squash, 
made punch from the passion fruit 
vine; the apples for the crumble 
came from our orchard. 

We would also like to say a spe-
cial word of thanks to the amazing 
volunteers from BuildOn, Live Oak 
Unitarian Universalist Church and 
the Interact Club at Alameda Sci-
ence and Technology Institute. We 
couldn’t have done it without you. 

Thanks, too, to the Rythmix 
Bean Counters who provided us 
with amazing entertainment. 

See you next harvest season! 
I would like to invite anyone with 
photos of the Harvest Festival share 
them on Instagram or Twitter and 
tag them #APCHARVEST. 

— Doug Biggs
Executive Director

Alameda Point Collaborative

Publishers’ Note
Much of the discussion on the 

opinion page is continued online at 
www.alamedasun.com. Many inter-
esting anonymous comments are 
made there. We encourage you to 
keep reading and writing us there. 

— Dennis Evanosky, Eric J. Kos
Alameda Sun Publishers

AFD Sets High Standards
Commentary
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