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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the 
city of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express views 
of the writers and do not 
necessarily reflect the opin-
ions of the Alameda Sun, its 
advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Rewarding a job 
not well done
Editor:

I was aghast when I read that 
should Alameda Unified School 
District Superintendent Kristen 
Vital’s contact not be renewed she 
would receive more than $250,000 
in severance pay. 

If her contract is not renewed 
it is because the board is not 
satisfied with her performance. 
Why, oh why, should she receive 
so much money for a job not 
well done?

— Karen Green

Hooray for  
volunteerism
Editor:

I am very appreciative of the 
time and effort of the Alameda 
Latter Day Saints Church, whose 
members have decorated with cus-
tom art the old Alameda Belt Line 
office on Sherman Street. (“Success 
deserves thanks,” Oct. 10).

A great idea and a big improve-
ment! Hopefully, this volunteerism 
will be just the first step toward a 
beautiful new, public park every-
one can enjoy.

— Catherine Coleman

Police behaving badly
Editor:

I have been told many times 
that the Alameda police have a 
reputation for being awful, but had 
never experienced it until now.

My daughter was recently in 
a car accident, a fender bender 
with no injuries. When I arrived 
there were four police cars pres-
ent. Three of the officers were 
rude, disrespectful and lied to me 
and my daughter. They threatened 
to arrest me for asking why four 
police cars were needed, could 
I speak with my daughter and 
when I reminded her of her rights.  
When I asked for their badge num-
bers and names two of the officers 
turned their backs on me.

As she had had a beer with her 
dinner, they put her through the 
field sobriety test, not once but 
four times because they did not 
know how to do it correctly. And 
she was not drunk or acting inap-
propriately, just shaken up by the 
accident.

Perhaps I am overreacting, but 
I thought these people were there 
to serve and protect.

The officers involved were 
badge numbers 17, 36, and 50.

— Connie Turner

Doing a great job
Editor:

I am forced to respond to the 
Debbie McDonald’s letter (“Taking 
Issue with the Animal Shelter,” 
Oct. 31). She begins by saying that 
she wished she could say good 
things about our animal shelter, 
now operated by Friends of the 
Alameda Animal Shelter (FAAS) 
but is saddened by the things that 
take place there.

Well, I have plenty of good 
things to say about our great 
shelter! The residents of Alameda 
should be grateful that there were 
enough caring people in our com-
munity who managed to keep 
our shelter operating and what a 
wonderful thing they have done! 
Today the shelter is much better 
than when operated by the police 
department and its staff is totally 
dedicated to the welfare of our 
homeless and abandoned pets.

Mim Carlson and her staff are 
doing a great job.

I speak from experience, as I 
am a volunteer as well as a finan-
cial supporter. Nobody is perfect, 
and of course there are issues 
from time to time, but they are 
dealt with in a professional man-
ner. I resent McDonald’s attack 
on Cynthia Shelby, the volunteer 
coordinator. Shelby manages a 
very difficult job dealing with the 
various personalities of the volun-
teers and does it well.

The shelter has never claimed 
to be a “no-kill” shelter as Carlson 
has clearly explained to the volun-
teers at meetings. It is an absolute 
last resort as the statistics prove. 
The case surrounding Zeus is very 
sad and I am sure the decision to 
euthanize him was not arrived at 
lightly, but agonized over. It is not 
true that he was a victim who had 
done nothing wrong, as McDonald 
claims. He was not safe around 
volunteers, as he proved by bit-
ing one. It was not necessarily his 
fault but he had behavioral issues!

Yes, it is time that everyone 
knows what a great shelter we 
have, totally deserving of our sup-
port!

— Mia Raaphorst Wijsen

Mark your calendars
Editor:

The Alameda Architectural 
Preservation Society (AAPS) enjoys 
creating opportunities for people 
of all ages to explore Alameda’s 
rich architectural heritage and 
learn about the importance of 
its preservation. Therefore, we 
are pleased to invite everyone 

Frank Matarrese
Zoning decisions are ex-

tremely important in shaping 
Alameda’s future. Take the 2002 
vote to mandate open-space 
zoning for the Alameda Belt 
Line. Without this protection, 
potential development could 
have completely gridlocked the 
West End and the Posey and 
Webster tubes. The open-space 
zoning now ensures a sizable 
and unique park for the entire 
city to enjoy. 

Now the headlines highlight 
two critical zoning decisions. 
The first was the 2012 decision 
to re-zone the federal property 
adjacent to Crab Cove as resi-
dential. The City Council’s pub-
lic notification and review and 
decision to zone residential, 
which precipitated legal action 
against the city by the East Bay 
Regional Park District, also re-
sulted in the current situation 
which seems to say that the 
city wants houses on this parcel 
instead of the Measure W-ap-
proved expansion of Crab Cove. 

The many legal problems and 
the commute traffic generated 
by those living in houses at this 
site instead of expanding the 
park are a clear example of the 
critical impact of a single zoning 
decision.

Second is the question of 

re-zoning the Harbor Bay Club 
property to allow homes to be 
built in place of the club. It is 
pretty hard to ignore the fact 
that current zoning keeps the 
status quo when it comes to the 
commute nightmare on Island 
Drive and that more houses will 
only make a bad situation worse 
during commute hours. 

But perhaps the biggest zon-
ing question in Alameda’s future 
is what will be set for Alameda 
Point. Alameda Point’s future, 
as it should, dominates Planning 
Board agendas. With the coun-
cil holding closed sessions with 
developers, zoning is critical, 
especially with an alternative of 
high-density development slat-
ing up to 4,841 residential units 
included in the draft environ-
mental impact report. Without 
zoning protection, the talks with 
developers could send Alam-

eda back to campaigns trying to 
convince Alamedans that the im-
pact of thousands of new homes 
won’t be so bad.

It would be well for the city 
to seriously consider three driv-
ers for zoning to protect Alam-
eda while allowing compatible 
re-use of Alameda Point: lock-
ing significant open space into 
the plan, creating jobs through 
re-use of the existing struc-
tures and drastically reducing 
the number of housing units to 
minimize commuter traffic and 
congestion. 

Changing weather patterns 
and sea-level rise are facts that 
make protecting the shoreline 
critical. Zoning large tracts of 
Alameda Point land as open 
space with restored wetlands 
will provide a much-needed buf-
fer between rising tides and the 
developed portions there. Open 
space should be the dominant 
zoning.

Job creation is vital to Alam-
eda’s economy and that of the 
entire Bay Area. Forget the town 
center concepts and thousands 
of new houses. Establish zoning 
that expands existing commer-
cial activities and includes For-
eign Trade Zone status. 

The old approach to hous-
ing at Alameda Point needs to 

Crab Cove, Harbor Bay, Alameda  
Point: the Importance of Zoning

At former mili-
tary bases, hous-
es and condos go 
up, profits are 
made and the 
cities are left to 
struggle.

Commentary

Case of the Disappearing 
Park Strikes Here Again

Irene Dieter
The proposed 147-acre re-

gional park at Alameda Point has 
disappeared from the map in the 
city’s environmental review docu-
ments. It used to appear in the 
“open-space” area of the North-
west Territories. Now it looks like 
out of the city’s 878 acres at Alam-
eda Point, all we’re going to get is 
one 20-acre park (Enterprise Park) 
near the USS Hornet. 

In May — after talks between 
the city and the East Bay Regional 
Park District came to a halt over 
the terms under which the park 
district would acquire the land to 
develop and manage the park — 
the city’s chief operating officer 
for Alameda Point stated, “we all 
remain committed to the concept 
of a regional park in the North-
west Territories.” (“VA Project, 
Refuge Moving Forward,” May 3.) 

Subsequently, the terms of the 
March 2013 agreement with the 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) stated that the city intends 
to construct a park to the north of 
the VA clinic and included a map 
showing a 147-acre regional park. 
Even the city’s general plan states: 
“Develop a public park, called  
Alameda Point Park, in this area.” 

So why isn’t it on the map now? 
This happened once before 

when SunCal eliminated the park 
from the map in its ballot mea-
sure. Now the city has failed to in-
clude the park in its current plan-
ning maps — perhaps by mistake, 
but I’m not so sure. Could the city 
be avoiding the formal park desig-
nation because it now takes a vote 

of the people to remove a park 
from the general plan?

When the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service evaluated potential im-
pacts to the endangered Califor-
nia least terns, its conclusions 
were based on the assumption 
that a regional park would be 
built. 

Its 2012 biological opinion 
describes in detail the proposed 
features of the park, including 20 
acres of seasonal wetlands, non-
irrigated perennial and annual 
grasses more than 45 percent of 
the park, 8,000 linear feet of raised 
and re-armored levees and place-
ment of approximately 400,000 
cubic yards of fill to create topog-
raphy. 

But completing these up-
grades, along with adding a trail 
system, benches, restrooms and 
scenic points, requires a public 
commitment. We need the park to 
be designated on the map to en-
sure that investments are made.

By simply calling the North-
west Territories “passive open 
space” without a plan for a pub-

to our latest project, “Return to 
Yesteryear: Family History Day.” 
This innovative event will take 
place from 1 to 4 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 
25, at the Meyers House & Gardens, 
2021 Alameda Ave.

Admission is $5 and gets you a 
“Passport to History” so you can 
see, learn and do what people did 
in times past, from crafts, draw-
ing, music and food to a Victorian-
era house scavenger hunt. You can 
also meet Queen Victoria, join the 
“Rooster Roster” and have your 
picture taken with a chicken! The 
Meyers House will be open that 
afternoon; for an additional $5 
admission you can glimpse how 
families lived in olden times.

Families, kids, den parents, 
and teachers: to learn more about 
Family History Day, visit alameda-
preservation.org and click on AAPS-
kids. If you would like to be part 
of this event or join our commit-
tee, please contact us at judithal@ 
comcast.net or leave a message at  
748-0796.

— Erich Stiger
President, AAPS

Point tour big success
Editor:

Kudos to city staff for their orga-
nized, informative, creative, well-
planned bicycle and van tour of 
Alameda Point on Saturday, Nov. 
2. We toured the Point, with nine 
stops, where Andrew Thomas and 
Jennifer Ott explained the current 
status, what might be planned 
at that area and when. They also 
explained the economic and physi-
cal challenges and encouraged 
questions and input from all.

Staff distributed excellent pack-
ets with maps, texts and photos. 
The packets detailed the stops, 
with descriptions and consider-
ations of each. The optional ninth 
stop took us to an area not open 
to the public, about 2 miles out 
through the Northern Territories 
where one got a sense of the enor-
mity of land and the most amazing 
view from Alameda Point. Until you 
see it you can’t believe it.

The staff was pleased to see so 
very many riders; I was pleased 
to see the support of Mayor Marie 
Gilmore, almost all the City Council, 
Planning Board members, City 
Manager John Russo and other staff 
riding with us. 

I hope this event will be repeat-
ed, so others will learn the amazing 
potential the city now has and so 
that many more residents will par-
ticipate in City Council, Planning 
Board meetings and other means 
to express their ideas and views as 
Alameda Point comes closer and 
closer to development.

— Diane Lichtenstein

lic park, we could be left with 
“neglected” open space con-
taining acres of old pavement, 
building slabs, Quonset huts, 
storage sheds, ammo and mis-
sile bunkers, soil-filled water 
reservoirs and a debris-strewn 
tidal marsh marked by a rotten 
fuel dock.

Alameda Point Park should 
be included in the environmen-
tal review project description, 
put back on the map and devel-
oped as formerly envisioned.

Read more of Irene Di-
eter’s writing at http://islesay. 
wordpress.com. 

Isle Say

The city has failed 
to include the 
park in its current 
planning maps 
— perhaps by mis-
take, but I’m not 
so sure. 
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Deadly Toys 
Have Deadly 
Consequences

Sue McCullough
On Tuesday Oct. 22, a 13-year- 

old boy carrying a replica rifle that 
resembled an AK-47 assault weapon 
was shot and killed by Sonoma 
sheriff’s deputies. Friends and fami-
ly of the deceased were understand-
ably devastated and questioned 
whether the authorities were “trig-
ger happy.” 

A family friend was quoted as 
saying “there’s a difference between a 
cold-hearted killer walking down the 
street with a gun than a little kid walk-
ing down the street with a BB gun.” 

The day before, a 12-year-old in 
Sparks, Nev., carried a real fire arm 
in to a middle school and wounded 
two students and killed a teacher 
before taking his own life. 

My heart breaks for the family of 
the Sonoma boy. However, I have to 
ask, 1) why would a child be walk-
ing around with a replica assault 
weapon; 2) how are the authori-
ties supposed to tell the difference 
between a replica and the real thing 
and 3) how can those same authori-
ties be accused of being “trigger 
happy” for trying to make sure that 
the tragic events that happened in 
Nevada didn’t take place in their 
jurisdiction?

Commentary
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