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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller
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Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express views 
of the writers and do not 
necessarily reflect the opin-
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Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Adopt-A-
Classroom thanks
Editor:

The Alameda Education 
Foundation’s (AEF) Adopt A 
Classroom empowers Alameda 
public school teachers by pro-
viding $500 donations directly 
to classroom teachers. AEF has 
set a goal of 130 Adopt A Class-
room donations for the 2012-2013 
school year. I’m happy to report 
that in September alone, we have 
already presented 39 adoptions! 
Thank you to the following do-
nors:

Alameda Neuropsych, Inc., in 
honor of the Thomas boys; Alex 
and Penny Stevens, Alexandra Gun-
ning’s grandparents; Anonymous; 
Bev and Bob Buhnerkempe; Cap-
tain and Mrs. Mark Manes, parents 
of Heidi Manes; Catie Long /Maggie 
Cramer; Colin and Erin Smith; Erin 
Kelley-Smith and family; families 
of Ms. Esmat’s 2012-2013 class; 
Frederick S. Rosen, MD; Grandma 
and Grandpa Kelly; In memory of 
Harvey Milk; John and Maggie Mai-
ers; Linda Schowalter on behalf of 
Noel Hecht; Oakland-Encinal #3 
I.O.O.F.; the Byrne/Sarno, Carval-
ho, Whalen/Donohoe, Kohler and 
Flores families; The D’Orazi family; 
The Dolqueist/Benjamine family; 
The Forder family; The Heppe fam-
ily; The Pollart family; the Samford 
family; The Spellman and Chris-
tensen family; the Stoddard family; 
the Tamaoki family; the Wallace 
family; the Yap family; Wellguard 
Insurance Solutions Inc.

Adoptions were made at the 
following schools: Alameda High, 
Bay Farm, Earhart, Edison, Frank-
lin, Haight, Lincoln, Lum, Maya Lin, 
Nea, Paden, Ruby Bridges, Wood.

AEF is actively seeking addition-
al Adopt A Classroom donations. 
Undirected donations that do not 
specify a teacher are especially 
encouraged and will be directed to 
teachers most in need throughout 
Alameda. Donations may be made 
at www.alamedaeducation.org.

— Kathleen C. Woulfe

Gov. must sign AB 369
Editor:

I am very happy that Gov. Jerry 
Brown has received CA bill AB 369 
regarding “pain step therapy/fail 
fi rst.” My concern is that many peo-
ple likely do not even know about 
this bill or what it means. I myself 
only happened upon it; thankfully! I 
hope that you will publish this let-
ter, so as to inform more people of 
what this bill is, and how it may af-

Barry Savin
Our government is based on 

checks and balances. Presently 
the Alameda Unifi ed School Dis-
trict (AUSD) has none. Our cur-
rent school board, with the ex-
ception of Trish Spencer, has not 
questioned a single recommen-
dation made by Superintendent 
Kirsten Vital. 

I am voting for Trish Spencer, 
Barbara Kahn and Jon Murphy. 
These candidates will bring ideas, 
budgetary skills and real dialogue, 
truth, and transparency to AUSD. 

Here are some facts why we 
need a new independent school 
board:

 When the school board was 
crying over budget cutbacks, 
they gave Vital and the top fi ve 
highest paid administrators a 9 
percent raise over three years. 
The present school board also 
gave Vital unlimited healthcare 
of her choice, 30 vacation days, a 
buy -out plan and $15,000 more in 
potential bonus pay on top of her 
$200,000-plus salary. Half of AUSD 
teachers are experienced, highly 
qualifi ed people who can earn a 
maximum of $1,500 bonus every 
four years.

 Our school board allowed 
Vital to bring her friend from the 
Oakland Unifi ed School District 
to be the second-highest paid em-
ployee in AUSD as a full time dis-
trict labor lawyer. AUSD is the only 
district of our size in California to 

have a full-time lawyer. 
The district also continues to 

contract out for additional lawyer 
work to the tune of $160,000 over 
the last two years.

 In 2011 an independent state 
auditor found more than $19 mil-
lion as the ending AUSD fund bal-
ance and this year it has continued 
to increase. Was this shared with 
the public or linked to the AUSD 
website? Of course not.

 Our school board and  Su-
perintendent talk a lot about 
transparency yet they don’t men-
tion the millions in reserve and 
that there was a second engineer-
ing report done on the Historic Al-
ameda High building. This report 
done by WJE Associates stated 
the building could be repaired 
for a fraction of the present cost 
and that abandoning and fencing 
the building was not necessary. 
Yet our current school board said 
yes to a $1 million dollar project, 
which includes a fence around 
Historic Alameda High School 
with millions more in renting far 
nicer offi ces for administrators. 
The old Island High School on Ev-
erett Street was good enough for 
students and teachers, but not 
fancy enough for our administra-
tors? 

 With tens of millions of dol-
lars in reserve, and in direct op-
position of Measure A, our current 

school board and superintendant 
have tried time and again to per-
manently raise class sizes, while 
doing nothing about the fact that 
AUSD boasts the second-lowest 
paid teachers in all of Alameda 
County. 

Of course the top administra-
tive positions and salaries con-
tinue to grow while we have lost 
more than 100 teaching positions 
in the last few years. How does 
this help the students or follow 
the intent of Measure A?

In closing, I urge you to vote 
for Murphy, Kahn and Spencer for 
school board in November.  These 
candidates will bring true trans-
parency to the millions sitting in 
reserve that should be spent in 
classrooms. 

They won’t rubber stamp un-
necessary million dollar projects 
nor vote for salary increases for 
the fi ve highest paid administra-
tors. Nor should they keep a full- 
time attorney. 

Alameda carries the burden 
for the ineptitude of the current 
school board and superintendant 
and I for one am voting for a new, 
better school board.

Barry Savin is an Alameda resi-
dent. 

We Need a Better 
School Board Now

Counterpoint

fect them, or someone they love and 
care about.

AB 369 in short, is a bill that would 
prohibit health plans from requiring 
a patient to try and fail on more than 
two medications before allowing the 
patient to have the medications pre-
scribed by their provider. To explain 
it differently, without this bill pass-
ing, patient’s healthcare plans dictate 
what pain medicines they are allowed, 
for treating their illness and how long 
they have to try the fi rst and second 
medicines, before the insurance com-
pany will allow you try what is recom-
mended by your doctor.

Most health care plans already 
utilize this type of system. The bill 
would only affect companies that re-
quire more than two trials currently 
dictated. I am someone suffering from 
several illnesses and syndromes. 

One condition I suffer from, for in-
stance, is migraine headaches. I have 
had to try less-effective pain medica-
tions, because the one that works best 
for me is expensive. Health care today 
is more about cutting costs, than giv-
ing people the care they need, unfortu-
nately. So, I had to suffer, trying other 
ineffective medicines, before being 
allowed what has proven to work fast 
and best, for me and others who suf-
fer with migraines. Additionally, often  
a patient has to take more of the less 
effective medication to try to achieve 
the relief that one pill, of another type 
would give, to alleviate their pain. 

If insurance companies don’t pre-
scribe effective pain medicines, at the 
get go, then patients will miss more 
work. Costs saved by the insurance 
companies, are then absorbed by pa-
tient and employers. It is more costly 
to have repeated visits to the doctor’s 
offi ce, and more absenteeism from 
work; not to mention the unnecessary 
suffering for the patient. Patients lose 
money from missed days at work and 
employers lose money when employ-
ees are out due to illness. Therefore, 
this “pain step therapy/ fail-fi rst plan” 
does not do what is intended to do; 
save money. 

This existing plan is similar to say-
ing we are going to treat your broken 
leg, fi rst, with aspirin and then after 
a period of oh, say a month, if that 
doesn’t relieve the pain, we will try 
you on Motrin, and after a month if 
that doesn’t work, we will repair your 
leg (as should have been done fi rst 
and foremost) and give you the most 
effective and appropriate pain medi-
cine, for the period of time you will 
need it.

I’m asking Brown to understand 
and sign CA AB 369 and not let the 
insurance companies dictate what is 
best understood by our doctors and 
ourselves!

— Lydia Jardine

Parks above politics
Editor: 

Never again should we wonder if 
a park might be sold off by the city 
council without a vote of the people. 
Never again should Alameda waste 
so much time, energy and money 
fi ghting to save a park. We must en-
sure no one is tempted to sell a park 
to address fi nancial pressures or 
balance the city budget. We must el-
evate parks above the political fray 
and ensure they remain parks.

Recent events demonstrate why 
we must close the loophole in the 
charter. We could have lost the Mif 
Albright Golf Course, where genera-
tions of young Alamedans learned 
to play golf and many seniors and 
families continue to play. A devel-
oper donated handsomely to elec-
tion campaigns intent on building 
130 homes on our recreational land. 
Fortunately, we stopped the “swap” 
and we signed the petitions to put 
Measure D on the ballot. 

Now it is time to vote “yes” on 
Measure D. Let’s ensure our parks 
remain available for future genera-
tions. Measure D is located at the 
very end of the ballot, after the can-
didates, the state propositions and 
the county measures. Make sure 
you fi nd it and vote “yes” on Mea-
sure D. 

— Joe Van Winkle

“Yes on D” 
Editor:

This is to remind all the good 
people, whose signatures on the 
petition this spring helped to put 
Measure D — Protect our Alameda 
Parks on the ballot, to be sure to 
vote for it on Election Day. Its pas-
sage will ensure that henceforth 
city parks will be controlled by the 
voters, not by a simple majority of 
some future city council. 

It will also send a strong mes-
sage that the former railway prop-
erty saved for Alameda only by the 
exhaustive research and advocacy 
of Jean and Jim Sweeney must not 
be bargained away. We urge you all 
to give a “yes” vote to the very last 
measure on your ballot form. 

— Red Wetherill 

Hats off to AEF
Editor: 

Many consider Alameda a special 
place to live and work. In these tough 
economic times, many lose sight of 
the little things that we should be 
thankful for. Last week our band was 
blessed with one of those moments. 

The Alameda Education 
Foundation (AEF) recently held an 
“Equipped 4 Success” school supply 
drive. Through this drive, many back 
packs, supplies, and instruments 
were donated by Alameda’s generous 
residents, as they have in the past, to 
benefit the islands students in need. 

This community’s kindness and 
thoughtfulness through their dona-
tion of time, supplies, and instru-
ments helps so many schools and 
students. Our guitar class received 
two new guitars and the band 
received several instruments from 
AEF. 

I would like to thank each per-
son who donated to the AEF drive, 
as well as AEF for the amazing work 
they do on behalf of the students, 
ou all are valued deeply. This truly 
is a special place to live and work, 
for which we are thankful!

— Anselmo Reis, Music 
Director Wood Middle School

The top adminis-
trative positions 
and salaries con-
tinue to grow...

 LETTERS: Page 9

Kirsten Vital
I am pleased to be writing with 

good news about the student 
achievement data we have re-
ceived this fall from the state.  The 
results show that we are moving in 
the right direction. 

As a district we improved our 
Academic Performance Index 
(API) score overall from 841 in 
2011 to 847 in 2012, building on 
our three previous years of API 
growth in 2009, 2010 and 2011. 
Overall, 12 of our 15 schools 
(80 percent) exceeded the state 
API target score of 800 with six 
of those 12 even exceeding 900. 
Moreover, 13 of 15 schools (87 
percent) increased API scores 
compared to last year, a remark-
able accomplishment.

Due to the hard work of stu-
dents, teachers and staff, we can 
all be proud of this strong aca-
demic growth in AUSD. Just like 
all other school districts across 
California, we continue to face sig-
nifi cant educational and fi nancial 
challenges. 

But we are happy to share 
these latest test results which 
confi rm that our proactive long-
term planning and our educational 
initiatives have Alameda students 
on the right track.

Thanks to the community’s 
passage of Measure A, the Dis-
trict’s prudent fi nancial plan-

ning, and ongoing strong support 
of our schools in Alameda, we 
have also been able to maintain 
our thriving extracurricular and 
athletics programs for students, 
keep our class sizes small and our 
neighborhood schools open, and 
have a solid three year budget in 
place without furloughs or cuts 
this year.  

As we await the results of the 
important votes on state initia-
tives next week and the governor’s 
new budget proposals which will 
follow in January, we are grateful 
for the strong foundation we have 
built together with the community 
and the positive momentum we 
have maintained.

In addition to being the 
fourth consecutive year of ris-
ing API scores overall, our latest 
results show gains district-wide 
in English Language Arts (ELA) 
and math specifi cally, as well as 
signifi cant improvement among 
subgroups of students, notably 
African American students and 

Latino students.  
Despite the many gains, the API 

scores also confi rm that achieve-
ment gaps persist in Alameda as 
they do across California and the 
nation, so we must continue to do 
our very best to provide the best 
educational opportunities we pos-
sibly can for every student in the 
district as part of our collective 
responsibility.

Finally, we are very proud that 
earlier this month the Alameda 
County Offi ce of Education named 
Lincoln Middle School teacher 
Chris Hansen Alameda County’s 
“Teacher of the Year.” 

At the annual ceremony 
for teachers of the year from 
all school districts in Alameda 
County, Hansen was honored for 
his outstanding teaching and was 
chosen to advance for consider-
ation as the California Teacher of 
the Year. 

He is the second AUSD teacher 
in the past four years to be named 
county teacher of the year. Hansen 
is a great representative of all the 
caring, dedicated teachers we are 
fortunate to have serving our stu-
dents every day in the District. All 
of us in Alameda congratulate him 
on this well-deserved award.

Kirsten Vital is superintendent 
of the Alameda Unifi ed School Dis-
trict. 

AUSD’s Moving in 
the Right Direction

Point

12 of our 15 
schools (80 
percent) exceeded 
the state API tar-
get score of 800.
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