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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the 
city of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express views 
of the writers and do not 
necessarily reflect the opin-
ions of the Alameda Sun, its 
advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Enforce Measure D
Editor:

I would like to know why  
Alameda Unified School District 
(AUSD) Superintendent Kirsten 
Vital is negotiating a land swap 
with city staff behind “closed-
session” doors.  See the Sept. 24 
agenda for the Board of Educa-
tion meeting. 

Less than a year ago 80 per-
cent of voters used Measure D to 
say “no” to the taking and con-
verting of public lands for hous-
ing developments. 

The AUSD parcel is located 
within the North Park Street Area 
which city staff recently designed 
to accommodate an increase in 
vertical building heights while en-
couraging new population growth 
and where nearby elementary 
schools are already impacted.

Other privately owned parcels 
are available in the area for Alam-
eda Housing Authority’s develop-
ment. The school district’s parcel 
is bigger than the Main Library’s 
footprint and is priceless to the 
future of Alameda’s educational 
needs and our city’s ongoing 
quality of life.

Whatever their reasons for 
the land swap, Alameda residents 
should contact Board of Educa-
tion members now and demand 
they not release ownership of 
any school district lands until af-
ter a community engagement on 
all AUSD facilities and AUSD pro-
gram needs takes place. 

— Laura DiDonato

Thanks for screening 
the races
Editor:

A big “thank you” to Kyle and 
Elgina Connor and their crew 
at Alameda Theatre & Cineplex 
for hosting the screening of the 
America’s Cup races each day 
— an amazing free community 
service.

 What a blast to watch this 
event on the big screen with big 
sound and to the joy of joining 
cheering audiences, no matter 
which team you were supporting.

They are a class act!
—  Russ and Linda Grant

Foundation thanks 
classroom donors
Editor:

Thanks to our communi-
ty’s generous support of pub-
lic education, I am happy to 
announce that the Alameda 

Education Foundation made 38 
Adopt A Classroom presentations 
in September.  Each Adopt A class-
room provides a teacher with a 
$500 grant from the community to 
be used to enrich classroom learn-
ing experiences for students.

I would like to thank our 
September Adopt A Classroom 
donors. These include  two 
donations from Alex and Penny 
Stevens, Alexandra  and Cooper 
Gunning’s grandparents; Annabel 
Long and the Cramer family; Anne 
DeBardeleben, Harbor Bay Realty, 
in gratitude to Sarah and Tony 
Olaes; Anonymous; Bev and Bob 
Behnerkemp; Heidi Manes’ parents 
Captain and Mrs. Mark Manes; the 
D’Orazi and Hoy Families;  Douglas 
and Lisa Herman; Erin and Colin 
Smith; three donations from 
Grandma and Grandpa Kelly for 
Cruz and Luc and William Kelly.

I also want to acknowledge 
Janine Boehm; John and Maggie 
Maiers; Perforce Foundation 
on behalf of employee Gunnar 
Ostergren and on behalf of employ-
ee Sylvia Kahn; The Dolqueist-
Benjamine family; the Malcolm 
Fooks family; the Forder family; 
the Goddard family; The Hayes-
Kubiszewski family; the Spellman 
and Christensen families; the 
Stoddard family; the Tamaoki fam-
ily; the Yeh family; and Tom and 
Luzanne Engh.

Adoptions were made at:  
Earhart, Edison, Franklin, Haight, 
Lum, Maya Lin, Paden and Ruby 
Bridges elementary schools; 
Academy of Alameda, Lincoln and 
Wood middle schools; and Alameda 
and Encinal high schools.

The Foundation has set a goal 
for 150 “adoptions” this year and 
we especially encourage open dona-
tions that we may direct to teachers 
most in need. For more information 
and to make an adoption, visit www.
AlamedaEducation.org.

— Kathleen C. Woulfe
Adopt A Classroom Chair, 

Alameda Education Foundation

What’s that flushing 
sound?
Editor:

The Department of Motor 
Vehicles (DMV) flushes the motor-
ists’ wallets using the water to grow 
GMO fuel to export the profits. It is 
OK because the federal government 
EPA mandates ethanol and fines us 
for using what they mandate.

Did The Honorable Governor 
Jerry Brown promise a ballot 
action to raise taxes? Clean Air 
Performance Professionals (CAPP) 

supports a veto of AB 8 Perea-
Pavley. 

STOP this BP “wallet-flushing” 
car tax.

— Charlie Peters

Bunch of malarkey
Editor:

I entirely agree with Susan 
Galleymore (“Don’t Pay Heed to 
Messengers of Blight, Sept. 19).
Blight? Far cry from it! Use of 
semantics to get a monetary gain 
and tremendous loss to the resi-
dents of Alameda. Yes, shame on 
the members of the City Council 
and the Planning Board who appear 
to have no sense of morals or com-
mon sense. Our fearless leaders say 
the state government is pressuring 
them because of various regula-
tions. That is malarkey. 

We need planners and leaders 
that are invested in the commu-
nity, planners who actually live 
here with family and call Alameda 
home. Alameda’s residents need to 
demand that our leaders have the 
integrity and moral upstanding to 
keep Alameda’s quality of life above 
the bar. Giving it to housing devel-
opers is essentially a slap in the 
face of this city’s residents.

— Tamy Ojala

Chabot volunteer 
responds on cable fees
Editor:

First of all, the City of Alameda 
has ignored the requests from the 
producers, they are not filmmakers 
(“City Refutes Claim it Owes Cable 
Fees,” Sept. 26). 

Chabot College has not pres-
sured anyone to sign contracts. The 
producers wanted a place to record 
their shows and make copies of 
shows that are on an older format. 
Chabot was designated to be the 
East Bay Media center after the 
passage of the Digital Infrastructure 
and Video Competition Act (DIVCA). 

I personally met with Deputy 
City Manager Alex Nguyen and 
made it very clear that we only 
wanted to have him talk with the 
producers to determine what they 
want and then figure out what funds 
are available to pay Chabot to help 
the producers. 

We have been providing free 
programming for more than 2 years 
on Channel 28. The producers, who 
pay their Comcast bills, deserve the 
chance to have some of the funds to 
help them produce new videos and 
to preserve older historical videos. 
The DIVCA funds come once a year 
and not just one time. All the pro-
ducers want is a percentage of that 
fund to help. Chabot only wants to 
help. It also helps the students.

— Sujoy Sarkar

Nobody cares
Editor:

In reference to “Smoking 
Ordinance Lacks Enforcement,” 
Aug. 1, wow, only 13 citations in 8 
months, huh? I was in downtown 
Hayward at a bar one night after 
their ban went into effect and I 
watched the cops hand out at least 
a dozen tickets. 

You know why the ban isn’t 
working? Because people don’t give 
a damn because they know the cops 
aren’t enforcing anything! 

My apartment reeks like ciga-
rettes a few times a day because my 
downstairs neighbor still smokes 
inside. He denies it any time we call 
the building manager, who says she 
can’t do anything about it. I’m an 
ex-smoker and the last thing I want 
to smell in my apartment is smoke.

— Rich Ferris

Girish Balachandran
We rely on electricity nearly 

every minute of the day to light 
our homes, power our computers, 
television sets and appliances and 
fuel our cars. In fact, it’s hard to 
think of a product, service or pro-
cess that doesn’t use electricity. 
And it’s a good value. Nationwide, 
electricity still accounts for less 
than 3 percent of annual house-
hold expenditures — a percent-
age that hasn’t changed in more 
than 25 years. But beyond paying 
your bill and cursing the rare out-
age, how much do you really know 
about the local electric utility that 
serves our Island community? 

Did you know that you are a 
stakeholder in one of the oldest 
community-owned electric utili-
ties west of the Mississippi River? 
Alameda Municipal Power (AMP), 
your local electric utility, was cre-
ated 127 years ago by residents 
who saw electricity as an essen-
tial public service, just like com-
munity schools, parks, hospitals, 
and police and fire departments. 
And since 1887, AMP has offered 
low rates, local control and com-
mitment, public accountability, 
and responsive customer service 
to the residents and businesses of 
the Island City.

Did you know that AMP doesn’t 
operate to make a profit for dis-

tant shareholders? You, our cus-
tomers, are our shareholders. The 
revenue from electricity sales in 
Alameda goes toward operation of 
the system and then to improving 
community services and quality of 
life for all residents. In fact, AMP 
has contributed since its founding 
more than $107 million to the city 
of Alameda’s General Fund.

Did you know that AMP also 
contributes to the economic vi-
tality of Alameda? AMP makes 
purchases from local businesses, 
and the salaries earned by our em-
ployees who live on the Island are 
spent in the community for hous-
ing, groceries, and other services. 

And, since AMP’s electric 
prices are around 20 percent 
lower than neighboring cities like 
Oakland and Berkeley, you too 
can spend more money on other 
goods and services. AMP’s lower 

rates preserve nearly $10 million 
every year in the local economy.

Did you know that AMP is over-
seen by your friends and neigh-
bors who serve on the Public Utili-
ties Board? 

The board serves as both a 
corporate board and a regulatory 
authority for AMP, and their meet-
ings are always open to the pub-
lic and subject to the Sunshine 
Act. Questions are answered and 
decisions are made in public, not 
behind the closed doors of some 
faraway board room.

Every year, AMP takes part in a 
week-long national celebration of 
public power’s hometown advan-
tages. This year, we’re celebrating 
Public Power Week from Oct. 6 
through 12 along with more than 
2,000 other utilities that provide 
electricity on a not-for-profit basis 
to 46 million Americans. 

You can take for granted that 
AMP will continue to provide 
low-cost, reliable electricity and 
deliver it to you instantaneously, 
day or night. But I hope we can 
also take for granted your support 
of public power as an American 
tradition that works for our Island 
community. 

Girish Balachandran is the  
general manager of Alameda  
Municipal Power.

Public Power Good 
Value for Our City

Commentary

AMP’s electric 
prices are around 
20 percent lower 
than neighbor-
ing cities like 
Oakland and 
Berkeley.

Mark Greenside
At 8:15 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 

19, I was sitting behind the wheel 
of my car at the intersection of 
Buena Vista Avenue and Consti-
tution Way. I waited through five 
signal changes to get past Atlantic 
Avenue. I waited for another seven 
signal changes to get through the 
Marina Parkway intersection. It 
took me 35 minutes, from 8:15 to 
8:50, to get from Buena Vista Av-
enue into Oakland.  

I returned home later that day 
and read a front page article in the 
Alameda Sun about a proposed 
plan to tear down the original 
Chevy’s building and replace it with 
a 52-unit, three-story senior hous-
ing complex (“Mariner Square Icon 
May Be Demolished,” Sept. 19).

There are also approved hous-
ing units at Alameda Landing, the 
Marina, Chipman warehouse and 
Neptune Beach. A total of four-

teen parcels have been re-zoned 
for multi-unit apartment buildings. 
This adds more than 2,000 new 
units, which will bring between 
4,000 and 5,000 new people and 
their cars — almost all of them on 
the West End near the Posey and 
Webster tubes.

I’m not opposed to senior hous-
ing, affordable housing or low-
income housing. I’m opposed to 
traffic and more cars. For 70 years 
now, the number of residents in 
Alameda has remained a steady 
74,000 people, as it is today. 

The newly approved housing 
units will push that number past 
80,000 — and more (like the senior 
housing project and 80 new houses 
at Harbor Bay) are in the works. Un-
til the city figures out how to move 
people off and on the Island safely 

Time for a Change in Leadership
and efficiently, it should not be 
adding more mess to the mess. 

It’s already awful during the 
peak commute hours. My Sept. 
19 commute was bad enough. 
Things are only going to get 
worse, not better. What kind of 
leadership is this? 

The next time you’re sitting 
in bridge traffic or tube traffic 
or Doolittle Drive traffic, think 
about this: maybe it’s time to 
start thinking about and plan-
ning for leadership change — 
as the current “leaders” seem 
hell-bent on developing Alam-
eda right out of existence, while 
most Alamedans, I believe, pre-
fer preservation over growth.

Mark Greenside is an  
Alameda resident.

Commentary

Marilyn Moffit
Move the Harbor Bay Club to 

a business park? In its place build 
80 homes on Packet Landing Road? 
For Ron Cowan to suggest doing so 
is for any reason other than his own 
financial gain is an insult to the in-
telligence of Harbor Bay residents 
and club members alike.  

Harbor Bay residents well know 
they will be adversely affected by 
increased traffic from more homes 
built on the island, which is why 
Cowan’s proposal to add them has 
already been turned down twice. But 
to build them at the end of Packet 
Landing Road — a one-block dead-
end street for all traffic going to and 
from nearly 200 existing homes and 

Amelia Earhart Elementary School 
— is his worst proposal yet. 

 I’ve lived on Harbor Bay Isle for 
25 years and have been a member 
of the club for nearly all of them. 
My windows overlook Packet Land-
ing Road. I see the traffic flow on 
that street daily. And I know from 
experience that nearly all club 
members exercising there before 
work do so between 5:30 and 7:30 
a.m. 

After that the commuter rush-
hour traffic to work and schools 
starts. Cars dropping off children 
at Amelia Earhart from both Har-

bor Bay and the main island often 
line up along Robert Davey Drive 
and Island Drive. 

They park on both sides of the 
length of Packet Landing’s dead 
end street. Parents and children 
dart in and out of the traffic going 
both ways. Cars are forced down 
Packet Landing’s short street to 
turn around either at its end, where 
Ron Cowan wants to build 80 more 
homes, or in the entrance to Britta-
ny Harbor or Centre Court associa-
tions, whose residents are trying to 
join the already-jammed rush-hour 
crowd. 

Every car is a potential threat to 
hundreds of young children, and for 

Cowan’s Latest Plan Is His Worst
Commentary
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