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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Association opposes 
Bay Farm proposal
Editor:

The board of directors at 
Garden Isle Home Owner’s As-
sociation (GIHOA) represents 
346 homeowners on Bay Farm 
Island. The GIHOA board is ada-
mantly opposed to the proposal 
by the Harbor Bay Isle Associ-
ates’ (HBIA) that would build 80 
new homes on the land currently 
occupied by the Harbor Bay Club 
and move the club to the Harbor 
Bay Business Park.

The GIHOA opposed the pre-
vious golf course “and-swap” 
plan and has many of the same 
objections to this latest proposal.

• The traffic on Bay Farm is 
already congested, especially in 
the morning and evening com-
mute hours.

• Adding 80 new homes with 
an estimate of two cars per 
home, all using Packet Landing 
Road would add to the already 
congested street.

• The increase in traffic would 
significantly impact the safety of 
students and families who walk, 
bike or drive to and from Amelia 
Earhart Elementary School with 
an enrollment of 600 students. 

• Students walking, biking or 
being driven to Lincoln Middle 
School, with an enrollment of 
more than 1,000 students, would 
also be adversely impacted with 
the increase of cars trying to 
leave Bay Farm in the morning.

• Moving the Harbor Bay Club 
from its current location will have 
a negative impact on the lifestyles 
of most residents in the immediate 
neighborhood and on Bay Farm 
Island as a whole. In addition, cur-
rent club members will surely see 
their monthly dues rise and the 
number of tennis courts decline.

• We are strongly opposed 
to the opening of Island Drive at 
Catalina Avenue, which is very 
likely if the club is relocated to 
Harbor Bay Parkway. The in-
crease in traffic, noise and con-
gestion would begin early in the 
morning and not stop until late 
at night. This will have a tremen-
dous negative impact on the sur-
rounding neighborhoods.

These are some of the reasons 
the GIHOA board of directors 
have joined our neighbors on 
Bay Farm in opposing this latest 
attempt by the same landowner 
to build homes where they are 
unnecessary and unwanted.

— Garden Isle Home Owners’ 
Association Board of Directors

Let’s thrive end to end
Editor:

Alameda Point is the gift or curse 
that will keep on giving. “Town 
Center”? Geographically? Politically? 
Economically? This appellation is 
confusing and will continue to dis-
tract from the issues at hand.

 In counterpoint to a Webster 
Street “destination,” maybe relo-
cating the sleazy bars and liquor 
stores, prostitutes and empty store-
fronts to Alameda Point would help 
the venerable old street. And then 
somebody wants to put a burger 
joint at the Tube. How’s that for 
jobs? No help there! You want jobs? 
Reinforce the schools.

 For 1400, West Café, Café Jolie, 
and the wonderful Farmers Market 
to thrive, how about a parking 
garage such as the one that enliv-
ens business on Park Street?

There are enough people to go 
around. Movement along the length 
of the Island will benefit from some 
excitement at the Point. Let’s pro-
ceed without illusion or false prom-
ise. It takes critical thinking and 
hard work for Alameda to thrive 
end to end.

— Ethan Cliffton

Look out above
Editor:

As an Alameda native, who 
moved here in 1990, I have always 
placed blind, indeed purblind, con-
fidence in the Alameda Planning 
Board. Even if they seemingly vio-
late the public trust, I am certain 
that at least someone, somewhere, 
somehow is benefiting by the 
betrayal.

Hitherto, my faith was neither 
shaken nor stirred; even when the 
Planning Board conspired to sand-
wich houses so tightly together that 
they actually shared the same bath-
room window. And, I agree; they 
should not allow the Safeway gas 
station to sell beer after 10 p.m. As 
my Uncle Cusper used to say, “If 
you ain’t got enough beer in you 
by 10 o’clock at night, it’s your own 
damn fault; you should have rolled 
out of bed before noon.” 

But now a fissure has appeared 
in my trust. As a retired naval avia-
tor and aviation safety officer I won-
der what that board member had 
in mind when he or she said that 
the 42-foot bell tower at the In-N-
Out Hamburger Emporium “might 
interfere with local airplane traffic.”

Yipers! My condo measures 
42-feet above ground level; should 
I be worried about local airplanes 
barnstorming my Franklin Mint 
Collection?

The whip antenna on my Gremlin 
GT station wagon is nearly 42 feet 
high; should I be worried about 
inferring with civil aviation? Is my 
satellite dish safe? Aside from drug 
haulers, cruise missiles, crop dust-
ers and Asiana Flight 214, rarely 
does any pilot with a functioning 
altimeter, a BAC less than 0.08 or 
a window in the cockpit, get down 
to 42 feet.

Pilots who fly this low rarely 
get to brag about it except in that 
great ready room in the sky. Was 
this board member joshing with us? 
Does he or she have a daytime job 
as a stunt pilot? Is he or she aerial 
spraying for the Mediterranean 
fruit fly or the glassy-winged sharp-
shooter?

— Jeffrey R Smith

Relay for Life  
thanks Alameda
Editor:

The Committee for the American 
Cancer Society’s 2013 Relay for Life 
of Alameda is deeply grateful for 
our community’s support of our 
community. In June a family-friend-
ly community campout with teams 
walking relay-style for 24 hours in 
the fight against cancer, was a pow-
erful event — 33 teams and more 
than 370 registered participants, 
including 80 cancer survivors, cel-
ebrated life, remembered those 
we’ve lost and fought back by rais-
ing funds and awareness. 

Fundraising continued after the 
relay itself, and as the fiscal year 
ends we are delighted to report 
that we raised just over $80,000 
for the American Cancer Society, 
money the society will use to fund 
research, education and services 
to cancer patients and their fami-
lies. 

We sincerely thank all our spon-
sors, which include the Alameda 
Sun, Alameda Hospital, Bay Risk 
Insurance, Kaiser Permanente, 
Grand Marina, Rolls Royce, Alameda 
Endodontics, Total Woman Gym & 
Spa, Coca-Cola Refreshments and 
the Community of Harbor Bay Isle 
Owners Association. 

We couldn’t have done it with-
out Balloon Mania, Nob Hill, Blue 
Dot Cafe, Cellar Door, Straw Hat 
Pizza, Temple Israel and Olympic 
Florist

Our hats are also off to Alameda 
Recreation & Park Department, The 
Lunch Box, Boniere Bakery, Otaez 
Mexican Restaurant, Noah’s Bagels 
and Peets Coffee & Tea. Semifreddi’s, 
Whitmore Auto Services, Dan’s 
Produce, Tucker’s Super Creamed 
Ice Cream and Subway on Blanding 
Avenue also pitched in. 

 We also thank all our donors, 
everyone who participated as a 
walker or a survivor, and in par-
ticular the members of 2013 com-
mittee. We are already gearing up 
for the 2014 relay; those interested 
in serving on the committee are 
invited to a planning meeting on 
Monday, Sept. 9 at 6:30 pm, in the 
meeting room on the second floor 
of Alameda Hospital, or call me at 
834-3800.

— Lisa Leverton, Event Chair
2013 Relay For Life of 

Alameda

Stickers can convey 
wrong message
Editor:

There is one thing your investiga-
tive reporting might not have uncov-
ered in your tour of marinas look-
ing for expired boat registrations 
(“Unregistered Boats to be Towed 
at End of Month,” Sept. 5). There 
are a lot of boat owners who renew 
their boat registration but just don’t 
put the new sticker on their boats. 
So some of the boats that you saw 
that do not have current registration 
stickers are registered. 

I am amazed at the number of 
boats in marinas that go unused 
and unvisited by anyone yet people 
keep paying the marina rent and 
registering their boats.

— Marvin Hamon

Baykeeper weighs in
Editor:

San Francisco Baykeeper has 
long supported the removal of der-
elict vessels from Oakland Estuary.  
(“Unregistered Boats to be Towed 
at End of Month,” Sept. 5). Through 
Baykeeper’s boat patrols on the 
estuary, I have documented many 
derelict boats, and have helped 

Stewart Chen
Over the course of the last 

three months, I have received 
numerous emails and phone calls 
from concerned residents regard-
ing the McKay Avenue/Neptune 
Pointe property. First of all, I 
would like to thank the residents 
for taking their time to share their 
concerns with me and to the peo-
ple with whom I have spoken on 
the phone or in person, I would 
like to say that I hear your con-
cerns as well.

There have been a few letters 
sent to the editor on behalf of the 
Park District and I am writing this 
to set the record straight on some 
of the misguided perceptions 
about the McKay Avenue/Neptune 
Pointe property.

There are three critical points 
to understand:

(1) This is a dispute between 
East Bay Regional Parks Depart-
ment (EBRPD) and the federal 
government. Alameda has noth-
ing to do with the ownership of or 
use of the property. The federal 
government owned the property 
(not Alameda) and sold it to Tim 

Lewis Communities. On Aug. 15 the 
federal government made clear its 
frustration with EBRPD by notify-
ing EBRPD and the public that the 
federal government will condemn 
McKay Avenue as a result of ac-
tions taken by EBRPD that are in-
terfering with its sale of the prop-
erty to Tim Lewis Communities. 

(2) The city never had and 
does not have any authority or 
ability to turn McKay Avenue into 
park land. Since the property is 
owned by a private citizen, the 
city can only zone that property 
residential, commercial or mixed 
used. We cannot take property 
owned by private citizens and 
turn it into public property (un-
less we buy the property and we 
can’t afford to do that).

(3) The city is obligated to 
process any application that is 
submitted and the city is perform-
ing its legal obligation with the 
application submitted for McKay  
Avenue by Tim Lewis Communi-
ties. The public will continue to 
have the right to comment on that 

application at public hearings be-
fore the Planning Board. 

Once again, I would like to re-
mind the public that this dispute is 
between the federal government, 
through GSA, and the EBRPD. The 
city would be more than happy to 
process an application from the 
park district, if and when it owns 
the land.

I hope I was able to shed some 
light on this contentious issue. I 
would strongly encourage our res-
idents to participate in the public 
process and to stay engaged when 
the time comes. As always, I will 
be more than happy to hear your 
concerns and meet with you, if 
you so desire.

Stewart Chen is a city council-
man.

Understanding 
Neptune Pointe
Councilman responds to community’s concerns

The city never 
had and does 
not have any 
authority or abil-
ity to turn McKay 
Avenue into park 
land.

Commentary

The Alameda Sun received a 
copy of this letter.

Dear Alameda Unifed School  
District (AUSD) Community:

We are very sad to report that at 
4 p.m., on Friday, Aug. 30, a student 
at Ruby Bridges School reported 
that she was assaulted in a restroom 
at the school. The coordinator of 
the after-school program in which 
the child was enrolled, LEAPS, con-
tacted the police immediately. The 
alleged teenage suspect was taken 
into custody and the Ruby Bridges 
student is now safe.

The police are investigating the 
incident and we are currently work-
ing with the after-school program 
provider to identify and address 
any ongoing safety concerns. Prin-
cipals at school sites across the dis-
trict have been reminded to review 
safety practices and guidelines with 
all students. Because this is a police 
matter, however, and because we 
deeply respect the victim’s privacy 
and well-being, we will not be pro-
viding additional information about 
this incident.

In the wake of this event, we 
want to reassure all Alameda Uni-
fied School District (AUSD) fami-
lies that the safety and security of 
their children is our highest prior-
ity. Each school has developed a 
safety plan with procedures and 
practices designed to make school 
a safe learning environment for all 
children. 

Over the last year, we also have 
worked with the Alameda Police 
Department and the Alameda Fire 
Department to conduct safety as-
sessments of our school sites.

We also want to encourage you 
to empower yourselves and your 
children to stay safe by following 
school procedures. These include: 

1. Always sign in at the office 
when you visit your child’s school; 
wear a visitor sticker or badge. 
Please stay with your children 
when you pick them up after school 
or from an after-school program.

2. Remind children to go to pub-
lic bathrooms in pairs or trios.

3. Remind your children never 
to go with a stranger or to follow di-
rections from someone they don’t 

Open Letter from AUSD
know for any reason.

4. Also remind them that if 
they feel threatened, they should 
shout for help, run away, or get 
help from an adult they know and 
trust.

5. Above all, reassure your 
children that we develop safety 
procedures to keep them from 
harm and that the very best way 
to stay safe is to follow those pro-
cedures.

Please respect the family by 
not passing on any information 
that you hear. Instead, focus on 
learning the safety rules at your 
schools, reviewing them with 
your children and reassuring 
them of their safety. That is the 
best way that we, as a commu-
nity, can take care of our children 
and each other.

— Kirsten M. Vital
AUSD Superintendent

inventory illegal stores of hazard-
ous wastes, including open contain-
ers of oil and leaking batteries. 

Baykeeper is part of a broad and 
active coalition of local and state 
enforcement agencies dedicated 
to solving the increasing problem 
of derelict vessels on the estuary. 
One solution we developed was a 
state program that allowed boat 
owners to turn in unwanted boats 
without penalty for proper scrap-
ping. Unfortunately, the recession 
resulted in even larger numbers 
of neglected, sinking and polluting 
vessels.

Baykeeper also supported new 
legislation being used by local law 
enforcement that prohibits moor-
ing over tidelands for more than 

30 days. Baykeeper is a strong 
supporter of CalRecycle’s Oakland 
Estuary Enhancement Project, 
which will remove as many derelict 
vessels as possible. The grant for 
the project came from Cosco Busan 
oil spill penalties, and we believe 
this project is a great way to help 
restore recreation on the Oakland 
Estuary.

— Deb Self, Executive Director, 
San Francisco Baykeeper

Gracing the front
Editor:

My two grandbabies on the front 
page (“New School Year Brings Big 
Changes,” Sept. 5). How special.

— Christine Shine


