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The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the 
city of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express views 
of the writers and do not 
necessarily reflect the opin-
ions of the Alameda Sun, its 
advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Welcome home, hero
Editor:

What a great day for Specialist 
Villasenor and his sister (“Alam-
eda Vet Serves as, Receives Spe-
cial Escort,” July 19). Congratula-
tions to her on her wedding and 
a big welcome home to our hero. 
Once again the Warriors Watch 
Riders made all of us proud by 
serving our military in an honor-
able fashion.

— Ron Weiss

Open letter to council
The Alameda Sun received 

copies of three letters concerning a 
verbal exchange between Council-
man Doug deHaan and City Man-
ager John Russo at the July 17 city 
council meeting. The fi rst came 
from a member of the public whose 
name the Sun is withholding. The 
second is a response to that letter 
by Councilwoman Lena Tam. The 
third is a response to Tam’s letter 
from deHaan’s wife, Gail deHaan. 

Dear Mayor Gilmore and 
members of the city council:

I watched the (July 17) coun-
cil meeting at home because I can 
not hear in the council chambers 
(I am hard of hearing and wear 
hearing aids). I want to point out 
that the response to Councilman 
Doug deHaan’s comments as 
to the public notifi cation in the 
modifi cation to Measure A by 
City Manager John Russo was, at 
the least, unprofessional and, at 
the most, total insubordination 
and cause for removal. 

The outburst about what 
month in which he should release 
notices was totally out of order.

Mayor Gilmore, this is your 
meeting and it is the residents 
of Alameda’s meeting. For a city 
manager or any staff personnel 
to have an outburst like that in 
a public forum is unacceptable. 
You do not let speakers address 
the council in the manner that 
Russo did, nor should you.

Most of you may think since 
this happened to deHaan and he 
was the single “no” vote on the is-
sue you will let it slide. Don’t let 
it slide. Russo will have another 
outburst on an issue anyone of 
you have if you dare to comment 
about his methods. You might be 
next.

We are trying to teach our 
children that bullying is wrong 
and has no place in society. We 
then see Russo’s action and the 
fact he appears to get away with 
it and the example for our chil-
dren is set. 

Better think about taking and 
documenting some personnel ac-
tion against your city manager.

— Name withheld

Tam responds
Thank you for writing and ex-

pressing your concerns. As someone 
that has had personal experience as 
the recipient of political attacks in 
2010, I appreciate your concerns. 
However, what you witnessed last 
Tuesday was an elaborately staged 
attack on staff and the council that 
was provoked by Gail and Doug de-
Haan using the housing element as a 
false red herring. 

The deHaans (Doug, Gail and 
their son Gregg) have made it clear, 
both publicly and privately, that 
they dislike this council and staff 
and will use every opportunity to 
create false controversies to spark 
attacks. Doug’s provocative treat-
ment of staff and his colleagues fi -
nally boiled over last Tuesday. 

There was no issue regarding 
lack of notice to the community or 
deHaan. He has known about the 
housing element, strategy and the 
timeline for at least seven months. 
It was fi rst discussed with council in 
December 2011. Elaborate noticing 
and plans were made to elicit pub-
lic input throughout the process, 
as deHaan actually knew. Despite 
knowing that many of his support-
ers would have concerns, deHaan 
did not mention it to them until af-
ter the fi rst reading of the ordinance 
in June. 

In early July, Mrs. deHaan sent 
an email to her husband’s support-
ers falsely claiming inadequate pub-
lic input and that the council and 
staff were trying to sneak through 
a change to Measure A. This was 
clearly false because the city coun-
cil was trying to protect Measure 
A from being overturned by the 
courts. 

Councilmember deHaan encour-
aged his supporters to attend the 
council meeting and scold the coun-
cil and staff, accusing the city coun-
cil and staff of faulty noticing of the 
housing element in order to defl ect 
blame for his failure to tell his sup-
porters earlier about the housing 
element. That was the last straw.

Since losing his bid for mayor, 
deHaan has frequently been pro-
vocative and bullying toward staff 
and his colleagues. Even after being 
privately asked to refrain from such 
behavior, he continued. Asking your 
wife to publicly impugn the integ-
rity and honesty of everyone on the 
council except himself with false ac-
cusations is unacceptable. 

While I appreciate your con-

cerns, I cannot agree with you. I 
believe City Manager John Russo’s 
response and clarifi cation, although 
visibly frustrated, was appropriate. 

— Lena Tam

Gail deHaan’s response:
Someone wrote to the city coun-

cil with a lone concern as to the con-
duct of City Manager John Russo on 
July 17. He was bullying speakers, 
and was insubordinate to Council-
man Doug deHaan. 

Councilwoman Lena Tam re-
sponded, stating, “…what you wit-
nessed last Tuesday was an elabo-
rately staged attack on staff and the 
Council that was provoked by Gail 
and Doug deHaan using the housing 
element as a false red herring.” 

Tam also stated that “deHaan 
encouraged his supporters to at-
tend the council meeting and scold 
the council and staff, accusing the 
council and staff of faulty noticing 
of the housing element to defl ect 
blame for his failure to tell his sup-
porters earlier about the housing 
element. That was the last straw.”

Tam wrote, “Asking your wife to 
publicly impugn the integrity and 
honesty of everyone on the council 
except himself with false accusations 
is unacceptable... While I appreciate 
your concerns, I cannot agree with 
you. I believe Mr. Russo’s response 
and clarifi cation, although visibly 
frustrated, was appropriate.”

It’s absurd and insulting that 
Tam accused that we “staged an at-
tack on staff and council.” 

Furthermore, Doug’s dialogue 
was directed to Russo, not the staff, 
regarding faulty noticing of the 
housing element, and since when 
is a councilmember responsible 
for noticing the public at large? It’s 
staff’s job to send out press releas-
es, which did not occur. 

I resent this vile behind-the-
scenes attack from Tam. I am not a 
politician, but if and when I decide 
to be, she may attack me, and hope-
fully to my face. I speak the truth, 
and remind her there should be free-
dom of speech, community involve-
ment, ethics and transparency. 

Finally, I cannot believe as an 
employer Tam would condone on-
going bullying and insubordination 
from an employee. 

— Gail deHaan 

Thanks from Midway
Editor:

I am writing to express delight 
and gratitude to the 522 runners 
and walkers who participated in the 
annual Fourth of July fi ve-kilometer 
R.A.C.E. this year. Proceeds will ben-
efi t the Midway Shelter, which has 
sheltered and supported homeless 
women and children here in Alam-
eda for 24 years. 

R.A.C.E. organizers Cindy and 
Mark Hovermale estimate the event 
will bring $13,000 to support the 
shelter. Big thanks go out to spon-
sors Total Woman Gym and Day 
Spa, ABB Concise, Alameda Com-
munity Fund, Bank of Alameda, Bay 
Area Chinese Bible Church, Christ 
Episcopal Church, Ed Jay Photogra-
phy and MJS Web Solutions. 

The fastest woman runner was 
Katelyn Johnson, with a 20:18 time 
for the race. The fastest man was 
Kota Reichert, clocking in at 15:12. 
Kimberly Avalos and Gabe Arias-
Sheridan cinched the fastest under-
18 man and woman titles. 

Bay Area Chinese Bible Church 
provided the largest team, followed 
by the St. Joseph’s contingent. 

On behalf of Building Futures 
and the Alameda Homeless Net-
work, thank you, Hovermale fam-
ily, Jim Franz and all generous 
volunteers and participants for 
reaching out to your neighbors at 
Midway. 

— Liz Varela, 
Patricia Quintana Bidar, 

Building Futures 
with Women and Children, 

and Ginny Krutilek, 
Alameda Homeless Network

Relay says  “thanks”
Editor: 

As co-chairs of this year’s 
American Cancer Society Relay 
For Life committee, we would like 
to thank residents of Alameda 
their generosity and support. 32 
teams participated in this year’s 
event, raising more than $66K for 
the American Cancer Society’s re-
search, education, advocacy and 
service programs. 

This outstanding show of sup-
port proves that the people of Al-
ameda are truly committed to the 
fi ght against cancer. 

We were honored to be joined 
by 80 survivors who walked the 
opening Survivors” Lap, offi cially 
kicking off this year’s event. These 
survivors are the reason we con-
tinue the fi ght. Their participation 
inspires hope in those currently 
battling cancer. 

A special thanks to the many 
Relay for Life volunteers who 
worked to make this event a suc-
cess. The Relay for Life committee 
did an outstanding job of putting 
the event together: Lisa Leverton, 
Renee Haugen, Helene Onaga, 
Crystal Houghton, Amanda Porter, 
Cobbie Ulloa, JJ Jenkins, Karen 
Wirth, Alicia Schwemer, LaVerne 
Marquez, Anne Marie Fourré, Ar-
mand Acosta, Joan Jessen and 
Trish Spencer. 

We also appreciate the gen-
erosity of this year’s corporate 
sponsors, without whom Relay 
for Life would not be possible: 
Bay Risk Insurance, Alameda The-
atre & Cineplex, Alameda Hos-
pital, Alameda Natural Grocery, 
Nolli Silva Riordan MD, Fraternal 
Order of Eagles, Rolls Royce and 
Grand Marina. In-kind supporters 
included Linguini’s Restaurant, 
Peets Tea and Coffee, High Street 
Station, Tucker’s Ice Cream, 
Balloon Mania, Nob Hill, Dan’s 
Produce, Salon Marcello, Trader 
Joe’s, McDonalds, Otaez, Kari’s 
Magic Parties and The Lunch 
Box.  

We are also grateful to the Al-
ameda Unifi ed School District and 
Encinal High School for use of Wil-
lie Stargell Field and the participa-
tion of their Junior ROTC Color 
Guard and Key Club members, 
to Mayor Marie Gilmore and Vice 
Mayor Rob Bonta for their sup-
port, and to the Alameda Sun for 
its coverage. 

You can fi ght back and against 
cancer and get involved with Re-
lay For Life at any time. Visit www.
RelayForLife.org/AlamedaCA or 
call 800-ACS-2345 for more infor-
mation. 

— Michele Langford 
and Jennifer Ulloa,

Relay for Life Co- Chairs

Routes versus lanes
Editor:

A bike route is not a bike lane. 
The city established only a bike 
route on Oak Street between En-
cinal Ave. and the Main Library. 
There is a bike lane on Broadway. 

If you are interested in safe 
biking, take a look at these two lo-

cations. I believe that bike routes 
have a minimum width require-
ment. Oak Street is narrow and 
has cars parking and exiting fre-
quently.

I commuted to the Naval Air 
Station every weekday for 24 years. 
The last time I rode on Oak Street 
a woman kicked open her car door 
(she was parked across the street 
from Dan’s Produce) and her door 
caught my pedal. The result was 
a 180 and I landed on my helmet 
directly in front of an oncoming 
car which screeched to a halt just 
short of hitting me.

My wife, who had bicycled 
around Alameda for years, was un-
sympathetic. Her comment: “You 
should have known better.” 

— David Thompson

Hats off to East Ocean
Editor:

I was recently happily sur-
prised to fi nd my checkbook 
mailed to me by the East Ocean 
Chinese Restaurant. Unbeknownst 
to me, the checkbook had slipped 
out of my purse while I was eating 
at the restaurant. 

I’m writing to thank the staff 
and management and to remind 
everyone that, while the world 
may seem to be falling apart, we 
still live in Alameda and among 
people who take an extra step to 
help others. 

We often eat at East Ocean and 
fi nd the staff and management 
unfailingly helpful, cheerful and 
responsive. The food is good, too. 

— Lynn Groh

Revolting reaction
Editor:

After waiting through three 
hours of presentation and speak-
ers about the Housing Element, 
at the July 17 city council meeting 
my wife and I just walked out in 
disgust.

— Ogyen Dorje

Housing shouldn’t 
replace businesses
Editor:

Your story about the city’s 
housing element (“Council Ap-
proves New Housing Element 4-
1,” July 27) quotes City Manager  
John Russo as saying, “We just 
made a deal with business owners 
at the marina. They wanted this to 
happen.”

I have had a business in the Al-
ameda Marina for the last two and 
a half years, Russo never talked to 
me or made a deal with me and I 
never told him that I wanted the 
rezoning to happen so his state-
ment is either not true or he was 
misquoted. 

If the city is going to allow 
housing to replace businesses it 
will have to result in a loss of local 
businesses and jobs. If I can’t fi nd 
an offi ce I like I will have to move 
my business out of Alameda. It’s 
a pretty simple concept to under-
stand. 

Then Alameda will just be an-
other bedroom community.

— Marvin Hamon

Band lineup lacking
Editor:

I am once again disappointed 
in the lame, spare and redundant 
lineup of bands for this year’s Art 
& Wine Faire.

I mean no disrespect to any of 
the bands, and I understand the 
challenges inherent in booking 
bands for low-budget events like 
this. And I have no contacts in the 

local music scene, so I can make 
no claims about how it could be 
done better.

But this year’s lineup looks 
almost identical to last year’s, 
right down to the Piccolo Puppets. 
Again, three bands play both days. 
Among the nine total bands, six 
— six out of nine! — were just here 
two months ago at the Spring Fes-
tival! And again I ask, is there some 
local ordinance that requires all 
street fairs to book Zebop!?

C’mon, I mean really. I know 
there are more bands out there 
that would love the opportunity 
to play one of our street fairs. I 
hope there isn’t any reason for the 
repetition other than extreme lack 
of imagination on the part of the 
booking people.

— Jeff Mark

Over the top
Editor:

Well at least someone is will-
ing to say what everybody already 
knows (“Prepare for Change or a 
Bankrupt City,” July 24). 

Our public employees are paid 
too much and, yes, that includes 
our police and fi re departments.

It is now clear that we have to 
insist that our city government 
take a stand during union nego-
tiations and craft a contract that 
includes realistic pension and 
healthcare benefi ts and salary 
cuts or freezes. 

In addition, the city needs 
to put in place mechanisms for 
controlling police and fi re capital 
budgets to control purchases. 
Anything less and we are looking 
at yet another bankrupt city: our 
own.

— A. Meyers

AFD smokescreen
Editor:

What is with the new Fire 
Wire? It is hard to read, and full 
of gobbledegook. In fact, it’s so 
overblown that it smacks of the 
Alameda Fire Department’s (AFD) 
meddling. Fires and EMT runs are 
public record. Why all of this non-
sense? The police reports page 
is easy to read and informative. 
I guess that’s because the police 
in Alameda aren’t afraid to have 
their work scrutinized. Looks like 
someone’s fingers are in the pie 
again. 

Hey, AFD? Could you just sit 
back and let Alameda have a clear 
look at what you’re doing? Maybe 
actually be judged on what work 
you do? Oh, sorry — I guess that 
would interfere with your TV view-
ing and retirement benefits.

And hey, Alameda Sun? Grow 
a backbone and say no to these 
shenanigans. We just want the 
info, not APD’s smokescreen.

— Faith McDonald

Clean-up on Aisle 7
Editor:

I couldn’t help but notice the 
pleasant little stash of vomit some-
one left in the Redwood Square 
alley way Sunday while at the Park 
Street Art & Wine Faire. 

I almost stepped in a health 
department landmine! 

One of the ladies out there was 
running around looking for saw-
dust to sprinkle over the foul mess 
to prevent unattended children 
from frolicing among the effluent. 

Clean up efforts took hours 
and organizers did not seem pre-
pared for the eventuality of sev-
eral thousand drunk people eating 
greasy fair food and tossing the 
occasional cookie. 

— Coho Jerkins


