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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the 
city of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express views 
of the writers and do not 
necessarily reflect the opin-
ions of the Alameda Sun, its 
advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Very un-Alameda-like
Editor:

Both Mayor Marie Gilmore 
and Councilwoman Lena Tam 
sent me identical email respons-
es to my concerns about what’s 
happening at the federal surplus 
property near Crab Cove.

I live on Taylor Avenue and 
my neighbors received the same 
response. It said, “The city of 
Alameda processes applications 
submitted by property owners. 
Assuming the (East Bay Regional) 
Park District acquires the proper-
ty from the federal government, 
the city of Alameda will be happy 
to process any development ap-
plications submitted by the Park 
District.”

I fi nd their response to be not 
very Alameda- like and an attempt 
to duck responsibility. It tries to 
paint the city and themselves as 
innocent bystanders and applica-
tion processors, indicating a lack 
of usefulness and veracity.

It is well known that the city 
council voted in July 2012 to re-
zone the McKay Avenue property 
residential in favor of a developer 
while the U.S. General Services 
Administration still owns the 
property. 

The council resolution created 
new zoning districts throughout 
the city that ignore long-standing 
restrictions against high-density 
housing in Alameda.

I agree with East Bay Regional 
Park District that the rezoning of 
the property was done without 
proper notice and without an 
adequate environmental impact 
report analyzing the impacts as 
required by the California Envi-
ronmental Quality Act.

Any housing development 
at the location, right beside the 
park, isn’t consistent or compat-
ible with the recreational and 
natural resources operated by 
district.

It would be more respectful 
to the residents for our elected 
representatives to take respon-
sibility for their actions and deci-
sions.

We do expect more.
— Lis Cox

There’s more to this 
particular story
Editor:

Jeffrey Smith’s op-ed piece 
(“Monkey Wrenches Foul up 
Monkey Business,” June 27) has 
almost as many distortions as 
paragraphs. I would like to put 

one of these in perspective.
The East Bay Regional Parks 

measure approved in 2008 was not 
just about Crab Cove. It included 
— in addition to 64 other projects 
in the Bay Area — three in Alameda: 
Crown Beach, Alameda Point shore-
line and the Bay Trail. 

Alamedans must sometimes visit 
other parts of the Bay Area; other-
wise, why would we hear so many 
complaints about how hard it is to 
get off the island? 

— Selina Faulhaber

Disappointed in Roger
Editor:

As someone who has worked 
on the closure and development of 
the Naval Air Station for the past 20 
years, I was as excited as everyone 
there to witness the transfer of the 
fi rst phase of Navy lands to the City 
of Alameda. Mayor Marie Gilmore, 
City Manager John Russo and oth-
ers echoed the feeling of most of us 
for this major step forward in fi nally 
developing Alameda Point.

The presence of Roger Natsu-
hara, the assistant secretary of the 
Navy, indicated to me that the Navy 
would have some words to add to 
the ceremony. I was exceedingly dis-
appointed when Russo concluded 
his remarks saying something like, 
“Let’s do it!” Master of ceremonies 
then said, “Thank you for coming.” 

After all these years and all 
these negotiations and all these pol-
itics, one would hope the U.S. Navy 
would have had the courtesy to give 
some recognition to this milestone 
event.

— Diane Lichtenstein

Gateway no place 
for fast food

The Alameda Sun received a copy 
of this letter.

Dear Fellow Alamedans:
The West End of Alameda is on 

the brink of a renaissance. The new 
Alameda Landing project is less 
than a year from completion. After 
years in limbo, Alameda Point has fi -
nally been conveyed from the Navy 
back to our community. We have a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
reshape the West End into an even 
more vibrant, exciting community, 
and to present the West End as a 
jewel of the greater Bay Area.

The Gateway parcel located 
near the intersection of Webster 
Street, Willie Stargell Avenue, and 
Mariner Square Loop, is the initial 
entry point to the West End of Alam-
eda. Due to the parcel’s visibility, it 
is imperative that the city carefully 

review and evaluate all proposed 
uses that will welcome residents 
and visitors alike to this side of the 
Island for many years to come.

We are seeking your support for 
the Keep Alameda Special petition. 
The petition requests that the Plan-
ning Board reject various use ap-
plications that are currently under 
review for this gateway location. 

The petition’s main points in-
clude:

(1) Gateway to the West End: 
The proposed uses do not send the 
visual message that Alameda is a 
unique and special place. 

(2) Impact of traffi c congestion 
and lack of site access.

(3) Safety concerns for pedestri-
ans.

We acknowledge that Alam-
edans are excited about In ‘n Out 
coming to Alameda, but this parcel 
is not the right location. This is our 
community’s opportunity to create 
a gateway to Alameda that is attrac-
tive to potential residents, inves-
tors, and visitors, and showcases 
our city as a unique place to visit 
and live.

Thank you for your support. 
Please pass on word to other Alam-
edans who will support this issue. 
We also encourage you to contact 
the Planning Board and City Council 
to voice your concerns. 

— Valerie Villaraza-Steele
Editor’s Note: A change.org pe-

tition has been created to generate 
support for this topic. The petition 
has already garnered more than 100 
signatures.

Adopt-a-Bed update
Editor:

Many thanks to those individu-
als and groups who have contribut-
ed to the Midway Shelter for abused 
women and their children during 
the month of June. A number of the 
listed donors gave several times in 
June. 

First of all we’d like to thank the 
fi ne example shown by the freshmen 
of the Alameda High School Class 
of 2016. In addition we want Marie 
MacLaverty-Caina, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ross Peterson, Virginia Krutilek 
and Donald Cary to know that we 
could not have done it without 
them. 

The Girl Scout Cadet Troop No. 
30325 gave generously, as did the 
Isle City Institute No. 51 YLI. June 
Kerschman, Susanne Hamilton 
and Roxann Suzio all opened their 
hearts and their pocketbooks. Ed-
mund Lemi, Paula Patillo-Dupree 
and Sothera Sang pitched in, as did  
Stephanie Green, Dave Peterson and 
Mary Tarpley.

Mike and Gail Gombos gave 
to the shelter in memory of Doug 

The Alameda Sun received a 
copy of this letter addressed to Sen-
ator Barbara Boxer with copies ad-
dressed to Senator Dianne Feinstein 
and Representative Barbara Lee.

Dear Senator Boxer:
We have always appreciated 

your leadership and support of 
the East Bay Regional Park District 
(EBRPD). As Californians we are 
very fortunate to have our senator 
as chair of the Environment and 
Public Works Committee. In your 
capacity as chair, we believe the 
experiences EBRPD has had with 
the General Service Administra-
tion (GSA) may be instructive to 
you and your Senate colleagues 
as you consider the confi rmation 
of Daniel Tangherlini to be GSA 
Administrator.

EBRPD operates the Robert 
W. Crown Memorial State Beach 
(“Crown Beach”) in Alameda on 
behalf of the State of California 
and the City of Alameda. The Unit-
ed States owns a surplus four-acre 
parcel commonly called “Neptune 
Point” immediately next to this 
popular urban shoreline park. 

In 2005, EBRPD identifi ed the 
Neptune Point property next to 
Crown Beach as an important 
acquisition priority and the only 
remaining opportunity to expand 
the state park. The property would 
permit the park district to replace 
and expand the existing interpre-
tive center, currently located in an 
outdated military building, and in-
crease shoreline access. EBRPD’s 
goal is to provide a world-class 

educational experience for the 
thousands of school children who 
visit the interpretive center each 
year. 

In 2008, Alameda voters over-
whelmingly passed the park 
district’s property-tax-supported 
Measure WW, which specifi cally 
stated with respect to Neptune 
Point that the park district would 
seek to “acquire appropriate 
federal property if it becomes 
available.” This was referenced 
in the printed ballot material and 
represents a specifi c public com-
mitment by the park district to the 
Alameda voters, who approved 
the measure by 71 percent.

Initially, the park district 
pursued the GSA’s support of a 
public benefi t conveyance of the 
property for the expansion of the 
state park. We were informed the 
GSA would not consider a public 
benefi t conveyance and would in-
stead offer the property for sale 
via an online auction. In 2011, 
the park district independently 
appraised the property and sub-
mitted a formal bid based on the 
fair market appraisal on the then-
existing zoning. 

The highest bidder in the auc-
tion was an out-of-town developer 
with numerous extensions having 

been granted by the GSA. From 
information provided to the park 
district, it appears the purchase 
terms have been changed sub-
stantially from those disclosed in 
the online auction. It now appears 
the GSA is seeking to make whole 
its relocation fund account to sell 
surplus property by doubling the 
original bid in an effort to justify 
“relocation” costs of approximate-
ly $2.8 million. 

This “value” is based on the 
assumption of full access to the 
property and utility easements 
— both of which are owned in fee 
by the State of California for whom 
EBRPD operates the park. The 
state has directly expressed that 
it will not allow the use of public 
park roadways for private com-
mercial gain. 

This, in fact, precludes use of 
their property for anything other 
than access to this important pub-
lic urban park. 

This has been a troubling and 
diffi cult process for all impacted 
parties, and it needs to be re-
solved. We understand the Obama 

An Open Letter to 
U.S. Senator Boxer

Measure WW specifically stated with 
respect to Neptune Point that the 
park district would seek to “acquire 
appropriate federal property if it 
becomes available.”

Commentary
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Mark Greenside
When I moved to Alameda I 

didn’t know very much about the 
city, and I wasn’t paying much at-
tention. In the November 2010 
elections, I voted for Mayor Marie 
Gilmore and all the winning City 
Councilmembers. I did the same in 
2012. Now, however, that I know a 
little more, I’m beginning to have 
my doubts. In less than three years, 
there have been multiple blunders, 
mistakes and poor decisions. 

Here are just some of the things 
that the City Council and Mayor 
Marie Gilmore have done over the 
last few years: 

1. The phony defi cit in the 2013 
city budget is troubling. The City 
Council recently passed a $163 mil-
lion budget for the next two years 
with at least a 25 percent reserve in 
the General Fund. The budget proj-
ects a $3.5 million defi cit this fi scal 
year and a $5.2 million defi cit in the 
following fi scal year.

To offset these defi cits the 
budget eliminates fi re department 
overtime and equipment, which is 
fi ne unless/until you need it, and 
substantially raises parking fi nes 
and fees and eliminates jobs. 

However, according to one re-
port the city has $66 million set 
aside as reserve. So with $66 mil-
lion in the bank and a $3.5 million 
“shortfall,” where exactly is the 
defi cit? And why? In my household, 
there would be no defi cit; there 
would be $62.5 million in the bank. 
Something doesn’t smell right. Why 

call something a defi cit when you 
have the money to pay it? It ap-
pears as if the city wants to cut the 
fi re department, eliminate jobs, and 
raise parking fees and fi nes, and 
the “defi cit” is their stated reason. 
Given that there is no real defi cit, 
the question is why do they wish to 
do these things? 

2. The Neptune Point, Crab Cove, 
Crown Beach East Bay Regional 
Park litigation brings up another 
issue. It appears to be yet another 
attempt by city leaders to develop 
land that the voters do not want to 
develop. Measure A limits housing 
density here. It states, “There shall 
be no multiple dwelling units built 
in Alameda.” 

A 1991 amendment to the mea-
sure states, “The maximum density 
for any residential development 
within the city of Alameda shall be 
one housing unit per 2,000 square 
feet of land.” 

In 2008, Measure WW was 
passed 72 percent voted “yes,” ap-
proving 500 million dollars in bonds 
for the East Bay Regional Park Dis-
trict (EBRPD) “to fi nance the dis-
trict’s completion of its master plan 

by acquiring … and purchasing and 
restoring open space and wildlife 
corridors.” 

Yet, on July 3, 2012, the City 
Council voted to approve the build-
ing of apartment buildings on 10 to 
14 parcels of land, including Nep-
tune Point. The city did this know-
ing that EBRPD wanted to buy the 
land to complete Crown Beach and 
“restore open space and wildlife 
corridors.” 

The City Council voted to do 
this even before a required environ-
mental impact report (EIR) was be-
gun. Given the 80 percent vote for 
Measure D and the 72 percent vote 
for Measure WW, it is not likely that 
this is a popular decision. More-
over, it is not a decision that was 
made with much public knowledge 
or input. 

It has, of course, led to litigation 
with the park district, once again 
costing the city money, time and 
good will.  

3. The development of the West 
End is moving willy-nilly, full-speed 
ahead with housing developments 
planned at Alameda Point, Alameda 
Landing, Chipman Warehouse and 
Crown Beach. All this adds thou-
sands of housing units — double 
that in people. In addition six mil-
lion-plus square feet of commercial 
and retail development adds work-
ers, visitors, tourists and shoppers 
to the mix — all of it, according to 
civil and traffi c engineer Eugenie 
Thomson is based on an old EIR 
that “contains false land-use and 

traffi c-impact assumptions … 
(and) anticipates no conges-
tion or impacts approaching the 
Posey Tube … (and) forecasted 
traffi c volumes close to (what 
currently exists)”  

Are they kidding? The city 
may have a state mandate to 
have a housing plan. It does not 
have a state mandate to ruin the 
Island. 

Something Doesn’t Smell Right at City Hall
The city may have 
a state mandate 
to have a housing 
plan. It does not 
have a state man-
date to ruin the 
Island.

Commentary
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