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OPINION

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express views 
of the writers and do not 
necessarily reflect the opin-
ions of the Alameda Sun, its 
advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Jeffrey R Smith 
Anyone who has sat through 

such educational classics as 
Waiting on Superman, Animal 
House or Stand and Deliver has 
probably wondered, “What is the 
mechanism that keeps mediocrity 
in education on life support?” 

A recent Alameda Unified 
School District (AUSD) school 
board meeting discussed the fate 
of the Junior Jets and the des-
tiny of the Alameda Community 
Learning Center (ACLC). Since its 
inception in 1995, ACLC has had 
a waiting list; some years the list 
contained 200 hopeful names.

Imagine private enterprise 
having a waiting list; picture 
McDonalds telling potential cus-
tomers, “We are out of hamburg-
ers this year, but we can put you 
on the waiting list for next year. 
Or, you can register for a lottery 
and maybe win a Big Mac.”

Only in the public sector can 
you ignore customer demands and 
not only stay in business indefi-
nitely but also get bonuses, par-
cel taxes and more administrative 
floor space.

While ACLC has been enjoying 
a Procrustean fit on the Encinal 
High School (EHS) campus, AUSD 
has closed one competing middle 
school and has watched the sec-
ond middle school enter into its 
third year of program improve-
ment.

Yet no smoke alarms have 
sounded. Instead of expanding 
a successful education venue, 
such as ACLC, it remains tightly 
crimped much like a size 10 foot 
in a size 6 army boot; the bunions 
are beginning to show.

The latest impediment to ACLC 
growth is the impending Junior 
Jets program at EHS. This trump 

card will not only serve to boot 
ACLC off the EHS campus, it will in 
all probability dismantle it.

Suddenly, no one will have 
seen it coming and we will be both 
shocked and wistfully sorry when 
ACLC is reduced to insignificance 
or snuffed out entirely.

Public discussions, much like 
proofs in geometry, start with 
certain givens and axioms and 
proceed deductively along a tortu-
ous pathway to seemingly airtight 
conclusions. But unlike geometry, 
public discussion becomes littered 
with emotional tripe, irrelevancies 
and anecdotal evidence.

This public discussion seemed 
to start with a conclusion and work 
backward; like a salmon swimming 
upstream. The proof trotted out 
to keep Junior Jets on track had 
a savory corollary: ACLC must 
leave the EHS campus. The givens 
in the proof are astounding and 
the school board’s inertial reac-
tions to these givens are equally 
astounding. It was argued that 
the West End could not sustain 
a successful middle school and 
therefore it needed the Junior Jets 
Program.

“Could not sustain a successful 
middle school.” This was a given!

All members of the school 
board must have heard the remark; 
yet no objections or smoke detec-
tors sounded.

ACLC has always had a symbi-
otic relationship with EHS.

ACLC students augment Armen 
Phelps’ award-winning band; 
they bring thespian talent to the 
school’s epic theater productions; 
they are leaders within JROTC; and 
are among the contestants of the 
competitive fields.

More importantly, ACLC stu-
dents are among the top scorers 
in the Advanced Placement (AP) 
classes at EHS. Sometimes they 
supply the necessary numbers to 
keep EHS AP classes afloat.

Should ACLC be deported to 
Wood Middle School (WMS), ACLC 
and EHS will lose this symbiosis.

Timing is everything; were an 
ACLC administrator or Paul Bentz 
to tell WMS students they need 
not apply and would have to con-
tinue languishing at WMS, parents 
would be outraged; instead a WMS 
contingent is trying to keep ACLC 
at bay and prop up its antithesis.

Insufficient space at EHS was 
another herring waved about; yet 
most of its classrooms are devoid 
of students for one sixth of the day. 
Teachers have the luxury of using 
their classrooms for planning peri-
ods, during which the classrooms 
lie fallow: no students.

Is “Kids First” just hollow rhet-
oric or do territorial imperative 
and clannishness trump the needs 
of students within a successful 
educational model?

Someday, perhaps after we get 
the results of the Junior Jets exper-
iment and after the denouement of 
the ACLC saga, Hollywood might 
make a movie about Alameda 
and the decisions we made at 
this juncture. It could be called 
Wrestling with Excellence. 

 
Jeffrey R Smith teaches math at 

Encinal High School. 

AUSD Wrestling 
with Excellence

Tongue in Cheek

Only in the public 
sector can you 
ignore customer 
demands and ... 
stay in business 
indefinitely.

Let’s keep it that way
Editor:

As a resident in the “Wedge” 
neighborhood, I am very con-
cerned about the future of the Old 
Island High School property. The 
Wedge is a mix of historic homes 
and businesses, but lacks a fo-
cal point for the community. The 
Island High School property on 
Everett Street has been used for 
the public benefi t (education) for 
more than 100 years. I would like 
it to remain that way.

I am in support of any green 
use of the property such as a park, 
community garden, or outdoor 
education center. The property 
started life as a strawberry farm 
and the original farmhouse is still 
adjacent to the property. Green 
usage of this property would pre-
serve the property’s history. 

Alameda is a community that 
enjoys its history, and we have 
learned the hard way that to ne-
glect that history usually reduces 
our quality of life.

I am opposed to the Alameda 
Unifi ed School District (AUSD) 
selling the property for any type 
of high-density housing develop-
ment. Not only would that nega-
tively impact this historic commu-
nity, but it would negatively impact 
the already crowded schools in 
the neighborhood. I would hope 
the AUSD would seek a path of 
long-term benefi t for themselves 
and the community, and not be se-
duced by short-term profi ts. 

I am requesting that AUSD al-
low neighborhood planting efforts 
to go ahead led by Project LEAF 
while the property is vacant. Let 
our community show you how 
this property could continue to 
provide long-term public benefi t. 

— Doree Miles

Don’t compromise 
our character
Editor:

The City Council is about to 
start its decision making on the 
zoning for Park Street north of 
Lincoln, where auto row used to 
be. This is now called the Gateway 
Project. From 2008 to recently, both 
the Planning Board and council 
had agreed that the building height 
limit would be 40 feet. Now the city 
wants it to be 60 feet, which is more 
attractive to developers.

I strongly feel that the new 
construction on the north end of 
Park Street should not be higher 
than 40 feet. Even though the new 
buildings will be contrastingly 
modern compared to the old ones 

to the south, they should be com-
patible in height.

When entering our city on the 
Park Street Bridge, the fi rst im-
pression would be cavernous if 
the buildings were taller than 40 
feet.  It would be an obvious new 
add on. Without the established 
trees to soften and merge the two 
areas, it will be even starker.

Alameda is unique in the Bay 
Area with its history and charm. 
If we continue to compromise its 
character for short term fi nancial 
gains, we will end up being just 
like any other suburban city and 
have lost our individuality.

The city wants to hear from 
residents, and hopefully staff will 
listen to the wishes of the resi-
dents.

— Patsy Baer

Thanks for supporting 
our newest park
Editor:

Jim Sweeney and I would like 
to thank those who have helped 
get information out about the 
community meetings for the Jean 
Sweeney Open Space Park, as well 
as the tour of the park.

Amy Wooldridge, Alameda 
Recreation and Parks Depart-
ment (ARPD) director, the Rec-
reation & Parks Commission and 
ARPD staff have worked hard to 
organize the meetings, public 
survey, tour and community out-
reach. We appreciate that they 
are as interested as we are about 
informing the public and making 
the park a wonderful space for 
the future of Alameda.

We would also like to thank the 
following:

 Alameda Sun for its fantastic 
front-page stories about the park’s 
history, the community meetings 
and for the newspaper’s past sup-
port of Jean Sweeney.

 Roberta Dileo, Alameda Mu-
seum president, for the beautiful 
front-page story about the park 
published in the museum’s quar-
terly newsletter and for inviting 
us to speak at the museum’s lun-
cheon.

 Alameda Citizens Task 
Force for giving us time to make 
a presentation in its well-attended 
quarterly meeting at the Alameda 
Hospital.

 Alameda Kiwanis and the 
Alameda Rotary for giving us time 
to make a presentation to their 
membership.

 Former Councilman Doug de-
Haan, a longtime friend of Jim and 
Jean Sweeney, for the introduction 
to the recording of Jean talking 

about her 10-year-long adventure to 
save the 22-acre park for Alameda’s 
residents.

 Alameda Public Affairs Fo-
rum’s Art and Gretchen Lipow and 
Joseph Woodard for use of the audio 
recording of Jean’s talk to the forum 
about her adventure through the 
years working to save this wonder-
ful piece of land as open space. Be-
ing able to hear her story in Jean’s 
own words is priceless.

 The people who took time to 
come to the meetings, fi ll out the 
online survey, add their email ad-
dresses to our list and the ARPD 
list, visit the Facebook page and 
come out early on a beautiful Satur-
day morning for a walk in the park. 
I’m sure those who came on the 
tour were amazed at how wonder-
ful this 22-acre piece of land is and 
can imagine what a wonderful open 
space park Alamedans can create 
there.

The residents of Alameda sup-
ported the idea of a park in 2002 
when they voted for the open-space 
zoning. Now they are ready to work 
with ARPD, the commissioners and 
the Jean Sweeney Open Space Park 
supporters to make this park a won-
derful space that Alameda will be 
ecstatic about enriching the quality 
of the lives of its residents now and 
for generations to come.

— Dorothy Freeman
Jean Sweeney Open Space 

Park Committee

An apology
Editor:

At a school board meeting in 
late February, I stated that there 
was a personal relationship be-
tween the contractor who erected 
the fence around Historic Alameda 
High School and the Alameda Uni-
fi ed School District Superintendent 
Kirsten Vital. The rumor, which I 
have repeated publicly, has proven 
to be incorrect.

I wish to acknowledge this error 
with my apology.

— Ashley Jones

Mount Trashmore 
land use
Editor: 

Our model of Mount Trashmore 
focuses on using exclusively recy-
cled material and renewable energy. 
While our layout promotes sustain-
ability, our design promotes local 
businesses and recycling within the 
Bay Area and the state of California. 
The basic design features public pic-
nic areas, public dock usage and a 
number of California native themed 
gardens. All the wood used for the 
docks, benches and picnic tables 
are made from scrap lumber. 

The bathrooms, located on ei-
ther side of the gardens, use recy-
cled porcelain, low-fl ow toilets, and 
are lit by solar power. The paths 
throughout the gardens and along 
the water are made from recycled 
glass and plastic materials (“glass-
phalt”), and are lined with natu-
ral buffering systems (succulent 
plants). Pathways are lit by solar-
powered lights. 

All the paths lead to a fountain 
located in the center of the area. 
The fountain, built or sculpted by a 
local artist, uses water from nearby 
San Leandro Bay, and is powered 
by solar energy. Other sculptures 
featured throughout the gardens 
promote local artists who use re-
cycled/recyclable materials. Tall, 
thick trees border the sides of the 
land area facing Doolittle Drive and 
the Bay Farm Island Bridge. 

The garden sections are orga-
nized by theme around the various 
forms of California ecology, strictly 
featuring plants native to California. 

All the plants in the garden are 
watered with drip irrigation installa-
tions. There are fi elds/meadows on 
either side of the gardens for com-
munal use, with picnic areas on the 
southern side of the Mount Trash-
more land area. 

— Madeline Rose 
and Emma Finn

Time for Boy Scouts 
to change
Editor:

Today the Boy Scouts of America 
(BSA) do not accept gay members. 
This must change so that we can 
teach our children true tolerance. 

My two sons have joined the 
Alameda Pack 1076 as Cub Scouts 
over the past couple of years and 

they love the program. They built 
their own toolbox and were so 
proud. They learned to help others 
when they sang Christmas carols 
for the elderly. 

They realized that it takes a lot 
of effort to support the environ-
ment when they worked on beach 
cleanups. And all along they made 
wonderful friendships built on re-
spect and tolerance. 

And then there is the BSA anti-
gay membership rule looming over 
us: We all know that a certain num-
ber of Cub Scouts in my boys’ dens 
will be gay. One day those boys all 
of a sudden will no longer be wel-
comed by the BSA, or even worse, 
those children will deny their true 
sexuality to continue to fi t in. It 
pains me knowing that every day I 
am responsible for adding to their 
future pain and suffering by being 
part of the Boy Scouts.

In May the BSA will vote on its 
membership policy. I hope the BSA 
will realize that sexual orientation 
has nothing to do with scouting and 
that the ban on gays must be re-
moved. Once that is accomplished 
all the good that Boy Scouts do can 
truly shine again.

Readers who are interested in 
more information on tolerance in 
scouting can reach me at theiding@
yahoo.com.

— Mark Theiding

Indiana wants you
Editor:

I am writing to you as part of a 
class project. We are working on a 
travel diary called “Walking across 
America.” My classmates and I are 
contacting newspapers across the 
country in states we choose to 
learn more about. I picked Alam-
eda because my father used to live 
there. 

I would like your readers to 
write back to me about why they 
like living in California and what 
kind of things they do there. 

I look forward to hearing from 
them. 

— Maddie Dennison
Queen of Peace
Catholic School

4508 Vistula Road
Mishawaka, IN 46544

Hostesses alive, well
Editor:

Recently rumors have surfaced 
concerning the demise of the Al-
ameda Hostesses, the Island City’s 
premier clandestine fraternal or-
ganization of culinary obsessives, 
conservative political subversives 
and capitalist extremists. Be ad-
vised that these rumors are vicious 
lies, perpetrated by Alameda’s left-
ist-socialist media cabal. 

I would like to reassure the 
residents of Alameda that the 
hostesses are alive and well, and 
in spite of some recent political 
and economic setbacks to our 
myriad civic improvement proj-
ects, all 15,000 hostesses are still 
working hard — by any means 
necessary — to make Alameda a 
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