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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express views 
of the writers and do not 
necessarily reflect the opin-
ions of the Alameda Sun, its 
advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Drive them to 
a safer location
Editor:

In response to “Family Sues 
over Fatal Accident,” Jan. 31, this 
could not have been foreseen but 
the offi cer should have provided a 
ride to a safer environment. It is the 
duty to do so in good conscience, 
to leave those people in that area 
was cruel and unnecessary. 

Offi cers need to have leeway 
to be lenient but still cite them. 
Follow them home and then cite 
with an order to not drive until 
clearing the matter.

— Walter Woodliff

Boycott writer
Editor: 

I don’t understand why Paul 
English gets his own commentary 
section when everyone else is 
limited to letters. (“Corrections 
to Gun-Control Record,” Jan. 31).  

English attempts to discuss 
the facts of the issue. Who is Eng-
lish and what does he do for a 
living? I think we should boycott 
his work or place of business be-
cause of his attempt to infringe on 
our ability to exercise our Second 
Amendment rights by purchasing 
legal fi rearms within the city of 
Alameda.

If he doesn’t like his children 
seeing those “scary” guns when 
in Big 5 Sporting Goods, don’t 
take them there. Why should we 
all suffer because of English’s fear 
of a gun jumping off the shelf in 
the store?

— Barry Alim

Right to protect life
Editor:

I have a question for the writ-
er of “Gun Reality Checklist,” Jan. 
31. Is it better to be judged by a 
jury of 12 in court than to be car-
ried by six at your funeral? 

This is your life. The police 
can’t be everywhere in an instant 
to protect you. You have the right 
to protect your life.

— Ali Bancowitz

Guns are important
Editor:

In response to “Corrections to 
Gun-Control Record,” Jan. 17, this 
is a constitutional republic, not a 
democracy. You cannot vote away 
our rights guaranteed by the Con-
stitution of the United States. 

Stop trying to fool the popula-
tion through your emotional argu-
ments and cherry-picking statis-

tics against guns. The right to keep 
and bear arms is as important to the 
U.S. as the right to free speech. 

It is our right as free individuals 
to be able to protect ourselves and 
our families. I escaped a country of 
criminals to come here to be free. 
If you do not want to be free, there 
are plenty of countries around the 
world you can go to where the citi-
zens are unarmed and the criminals 
control the citizens.

— Arthur Wong

Gun questions to ponder
Editor:

Why do the cities in the U.S. with 
the most gun-related homicides 
have the strictest gun laws? Why 
do areas with more concealed carry 
weapon permits per capita have 
lower violent crime rates? Why has 
Australia had an increase in gun-re-
lated homicides after they banned 
owning fi rearms? 

The answer to these questions 
is quite clear. Criminals don’t turn 
in their weapons and without weap-
ons to protect ourselves, we are left 
as victims unable to protect our-
selves.

— Monica Bradshaw

Keep your head 
out of the sand
Editor:

In Russia, guns have been out-
lawed for a very long time. This has 
not prevented criminals from own-
ing and using guns on a daily basis. 
People are helpless over there un-
less they have money to hire an-
other criminal for protection. Turn 
in your guns and you will become 
helpless victims.

— Victor Olontov

There’s a new eyesore 
on Central Avenue
Editor:

Who designed the remodeling of 
the Islander Motel?

What an eyesore. The new Is-
lander Motel looks like a cross 
between a stainless steel washing 
machine and a prison. This building 
looks terrible and who ever was re-
sponsible for its looks should never 
be allowed to touch any building in 
Alameda again.

— Arturo Garcia

Don’t shuffle our kids
Editor: 

I have followed the discussion 
about moving the Alameda Commu-
nity Learning Center (ACLC) to the 
Wood Middle School (WMS) cam-

pus. I am compelled to suggest that 
the use of the vacant Island High 
School campus for this relocation 
would seem a more appropriate. 

I appreciate the arguments pre-
sented by the parents of WMS stu-
dents and agree with each point 
they have made, especially the 
fact that these middle-school stu-
dents will be in such close proxim-
ity to the older students. There are 
good reasons that we have middle 
schools in the fi rst place. 

I have questions. Are there plans 
to close WMS in the near future? 
What kind of education will serve 
West End youngsters if that is the 
case? Surely, Lincoln Middle School, 
as fi ne at it is, would be very incon-
venient for these kids.   

In addition it should be noted 
that the high-school students would 
be affected socially as well. They 
will have much less space for their 
endeavors; will undergo inappro-
priately undo scrutiny and will, in 
fact, be stigmatized by the return to 
middle school. 

The students at ACLC are neither 
at risk, nor are they underachiev-
ers. Many are gifted students. They 
don’t deserve to be shuffl ed around 
town for the convenience of admin-
istration. Please take advantage of 
the asset of Island High’s former 
campus.

— Linda Treml

Get real
Editor: 

“Gun Reality Checklist,” Jan. 31, 
was pointless to write because this 
person is pointing out what every-
one generally knows. 

People do not own guns to cause 
harm. Most gun owners are respon-
sible and would hate to take another 
life. Most people who own guns go 
their whole lives without an accident 
or incident where it gets fi red. 

Most people own guns to prevent 
a trip to a coroner. Perhaps Mike 
Gilmore will rely on a speedy police 
response time when his life is in dan-
ger. I choose to increase the odds of 
surviving the wait for the police re-
sponse by having my handgun.

— Jenni McClosky

Leave Big 5 alone
Editor: 

Paul English has decided for the 
entire island what is best for all of 
us in his call to boycott Big 5 Sport-
ing Goods. (“Residents Petition Big 
5 to Halt Gun Sales,” Jan. 17). Eng-
lish attempts to discuss the facts of 
the issue (“Corrections to Gun Con-
trol Records,” Jan. 31), but he steers 
far and wide of the major argument 
made that the Second Amendment 
prevents tyranny. 

What are we to use to defend 
ourselves and our country from a 
government that turns against the 
people? It has happened through-
out history around the world and it 
could easily happen here if we had 
no way to counter a military aggres-
sion against the people. 

Drunk drivers kill many more 
people per year than fi rearms. 
Should we outlaw automobiles and 
alcohol also? The U.S. has tried to 
outlaw alcohol, and all it did was 
create a black market for criminals 
to exploit and profi t from. The same 
thing would most likely happen with 
a ban on owning fi rearms.

Leave Big 5 alone or support 
them, as they are the last rifl e and 
shotgun vendor in our city.

— Jim Kern

How dare you?
Editor: 

Richard Eckhaus’s attack on the 
Alameda Sun for printing an opin-
ion counter to his own is laughable 
(“The unwitting Sun,” Jan. 31). 

If you don’t agree with an opin-
ion, state why and explain why your 
reasoning is better. Perhaps Eck-
haus should take an argumentation 
class at one of our many local com-
munity colleges. 

What is outrageous is to attack 
our fi ne newspaper editors for not 
censoring public opinion. How dare 
you accuse the Alameda Sun as be-
ing guilty of collusion with mass 
murderers in schools for allowing a 
difference of opinion on guns to be 
printed? Having offi cers in school to 
enforce the teaching of only one opin-
ion has been tried before. Unfortu-
nately the results of doing this didn’t 
fare too well for the societies of the 
USSR, Nazi Germany or Mao’s China.

— Glen Larsen

Irene Dieter
The clock is ticking. March 1 is 

the deadline for the public to iden-
tify the environmental questions 
that should be answered and the 
alternatives that should be ana-
lyzed in the environmental impact 
report (EIR) for Alameda Point. I 
have a question.

How can we get an accurate 
picture of the environmental 
impacts of future development at 
the Point when the city’s review 
will not include the $200 million 
federal project — a veterans’ 
clinic, columbarium and offices 
— planned to be built there? 

While the Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) will perform 
its own environmental assess-
ment, both the city’s and the 
VA’s planned developments are 
interrelated, and all roads lead to 
Webster Street. 

For purposes of environmen-
tal review, we must analyze the 
cumulative effects of both devel-
opments on the surrounding area. 

As we transition to the future, 
about 40 percent of Alameda Point 
is going to the VA and 60 percent 
is going to the city. 

The federal government’s 
project will produce about 1,500 
vehicular trips per day. The street 
leading to the VA project runs 
alongside the city’s Northwest 
Territories where a proposed 
regional park is expected to have 
800 parking spaces. When the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service analyzed 
the impacts on the endangered 
least terns, it said both projects 
are interdependent. It is feckless 
to piecemeal the scope of environ-
mental review.

Let’s take the responsible, pru-
dent and efficient approach. The 
VA and the city should conduct 
a joint environmental assessment 
as the law allows and encour-
ages, reducing the duplication of 
resources. 

In fact, the California 
Environmental Quality Act autho-
rizes federal agencies to cooper-
ate with state and local agencies 
on the preparation of joint docu-
ments to satisfy the requirements 
of both federal and state environ-
mental impact assessments.

The city is working with the 
VA to help facilitate building its  
project. We should also work with 

the VA to help analyze it. The 
combined larger, integrated proj-
ect definitely has environmental 
impacts on the city’s open space, 
wildlife and habitat, recreation, 
scenic value, as well as traffic and 
noise. 

Alameda Point is one place. 
Segmenting the two environmen-
tal review efforts could result in 
the environment getting the short 
end of the stick. With artificially 
reduced impacts, fewer mitigation 
measures may be required than 
if both projects were evaluated 
together.

Comments on the scope of 
the EIR can be provided in writ-
ing to Planning Services Manager 
Andrew Thomas in the Community 
Development Department at 
Alameda City Hall, 2263 Santa 
Clara Ave. Room 190, Alameda, 
CA 94501, or email athomas@
ci.alameda.ca.us.

Alameda resident Irene Dieter’s 
writings, photos, and videos can be 
seen on islesay.wordpress.com.

City, VA Must Act 
Together on Point

Isle Say

Otis students share love
Editor:

The American Cancer Society’s 
Relay For Life of Alameda would like 
to thank the students and faculty 
at Otis Elementary School for their 
heartfelt support of those battling 
cancer. 

Otis students created handmade 
Valentine cards for cancer survivors 
who participated in Relay For Life in 
2011 or 2012 or have registered to 
participate this year. 

The students’ generosity and 
creativity will be appreciated by 
all who receive their messages of 
encouragement. Cancer survivors, 
their caregivers and anyone who 
wants to join the fi ght against can-
cer are invited to join Relay For Life  
June 22 and 23, to celebrate survi-
vors, remember those we’ve lost 
and fi ght back through education 
and research. For information visit 
www.RelayForLife.org/AlamedaCA 
or call 995-9409. 

— Joan Jessen
Survivorship Chair

Relay For Life of Alameda

Alameda could become 
Manhattan West
Editor: 

I could not help but laugh when 
I read the letter from Babaka Adebe 
(“Stop overcrowding Alameda,” Jan. 
31). The letter had points well taken 
with respect to Alameda becoming 
overcrowded, particularly with re-
gards to traffi c. 

For those who have moved to 
Alameda expecting the “Mayberry” 
feeling, lots of luck; you may be in 
for a surprise. One has to wonder 
what is most important to our city 
offi cials with regard to Alameda’s 
future. Will it be additional low- 
cost housing, which will bring in 
additional government funds, ex-
pand their revenue base as well as 
expand city government and their 
oversight, or the creation of a quiet, 
peaceful and comfortable commu-

nity? Alameda was for years known 
as the bedroom community of San 
Francisco, known for the quiet 
peaceful community it was. That 
was then, this is now. 

The residents of Alameda no lon-
ger appear to be as important to our 
city administrators as it is for them 
to assist county, state and federal 
offi cials in the expansion of their 
programs, one being the expansion 
of affordable housing. 

By meeting affordable housing 
targets they may be able to gain 
favor for other development ideas 
from various governmental agen-
cies. When our new city manager 
assumed offi ce he proposed a com-
mercial development of the base 
property, at least I thought I had 
read that. 

However, it may come down to 
whatever brings in more revenue to 
the city, commercial or residential. 
We all must remember when city 
offi cials assist in the expansion of 
county, state and federal programs 
it can ensure their political future, 
which will not happen with budget 
constraint, sensible planning and 
thoughtful municipal expansion. 

Hang on, the worst may still be 
coming, Manhattan West?  

— H. Mackenzie

City responds
Editor:

In regard to “City, VA may redraw 
Point’s boundaries,” Feb. 7, the city 
will be discussing the Department 
of Veterans Affairs’ project, includ-
ing the portion of the Northwest 
Territories that is shown as carved 
out in the map, at the March 5 City 
Council meeting. 

We expect to spend the next 
12 months discussing the zoning, 
along with a number of other plan-
ning documents. 

We look forward to input from 
the residents of Alameda.

— Jennifer Ott
City of Alameda

Chief Operating Offi cer
Alameda Point

A call to arms
Editor: 

Alamedans can help make his-
tory from 1 to 3 p.m., this Sunday, 
Feb. 17, at Justin Herman Plaza 
in San Francisco. Community 
Action for a Sustainable 
Alameda (CASA) has endorsed 
the “Forward on Climate” rally. 
Like the other 60-plus partners, 
including the Sierra Club and 
Greenpeace, CASA encourages 
Alamedans to attend the rally 
to ask President Barack Obama 
to take action on his promise to 
respond to the climate-change 
threat, starting with rejecting the 
Keystone XL tar sands pipeline.

Alameda has taken a lead-
ership position in the climate 
movement, with the city’s local 
action plan for climate protec-
tion and Alameda Municipal 
Power’s past renewable energy 
investment, along with its new 
Alameda Green program.
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