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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller
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Who’s paying 
SunCal?

The Alameda Sun received a 
copy of these letters.

Tony:
I appreciate your offer to an-

swer questions, as a new council 
member. I have one for you, if you 
don’t mind. On the SunCal settle-
ment — do you know where the 
money for a settlement like this 
comes from, I mean, what kind 
of coverage does the city have, 
if any? 

I understand that the Asso-
ciation of Bay Area Governments 
(ABAG) has an insurance fund of 
some sort that pays for settle-
ments but I don’t know if it ex-
tends to something like this. 

I don’t want to impose on you, 
but it’s just a bit easier to ask 
someone directly rather than go 
the city bureaucracy. Ultimately, 
I’d like to know what impact the 
settlement will have on the city’s 
fi nances. It’s not clear to me 
whether the city factors these 
settlements into its budget pro-
jections, and whether the public 
is duly advised on the potential 
loss. 

Look at the settlement in the 
International Association of Fire 
Fighters (IAFF) grievance that 
came out of the blue so far as 
the public was concerned. All of 
a sudden, it was announced that 
the memoranda of understand-
ing was structured and had been 
negotiated in as a result of that 
settlement, the discussions had 
gone on for months, and despite 
all the talk of public input, the de-
cisions were made and over with 
before the public knew anything. 

Thank you for your help and 
your willingness to serve.

— Darcy Morrison

Darcy:
Thanks for writing. My under-

standing is that funds to pay for 
the settlement will come from 
revenues generated by uses at 
the former Navy base. I haven’t 
had a chance to review any 
documents on this matter yet. 
Based on reading newspaper ar-
ticles and a quick conversation 
with City Attorney Janet Kern, 
those revenues appear to be the 
source. 

I’ll check into this further. In 
terms of impacts on city fi nanc-
es, I think the budget for Alam-
eda Point is segregated from the 
city’s. So, if it is the case that the 
settlement is covered by the Al-
ameda Point’s budget, then what 

impacts should occur will occur 
there fi rst, with respect to dimin-
ishing revenues for a host of Alam-
eda Point-funded staff, services and 
capital projects. Will this mean the 
General Fund will have to make-up 
differences? That is hard to say. I’ll 
look into this, too.

No doubt you, Mayor Marie 
Gilmore, all other immediate past 
and current councilmembers (in-
cluding me), along with city staff, 
care about city and Alameda Point 
fi nances, and care as much about 
the fi rst dollar spent as we do, say, 
the four millionth dollar. 

I have every confi dence that all 
concerned weighed the cost of this 
particular settlement against the 
need to restart Alameda Point with 
as clean a slate as possible. I think 
the settlement moves us in that di-
rection. So, one way to evaluate the 
settlement is against a bigger pic-
ture regarding military base re-use 
and revitalization, and all that goes 
into this multi-billion, multi-year en-
deavor. 

But I think your point is also pro-
cedural — not just substantive with 
regard to the cost of the settlement 
— in that you want to make sure 
that people have more opportunity 
for input on any matter, including 
Alameda Point. If so, that’s a good 
point, and I think all of us on the 
city council, as well as city staff, will 
continue working for this. 

I am sending a copy of your let-
ter to City Manager John Russo for 
comments by him or his staff. I also 
sent a copy to Mayor Gilmore. 

— Tony Daysog

Museum looks to 2013
Editor:

Alameda Museum thanks our 
members and the community. 
Founded in 1948, the museum turns 
65 in 2013, a real accomplishment. 
Volunteers run the museum, which 
is open fi ve days per week with free 
admission. The museum is a quasi- 
visitors’ center with historical dis-
plays and showcases local art. 

We offer tours for children or 
large groups during non-business 
hours. Education about Alameda is 
our specialty and our annual Sep-
tember home tour supports tour-
ism. 

 We accept items for resale, con-
signment, plus sell new books and 
videos on Alameda history in our 
gift shop. The permanent collection 
grows with items found in attics or 
from longtime Alameda families. We 
also do estate sales, always respect-
ful of the items from daily living as 
much as collectibles and furnish-
ings. We work hard to preserve 

Mark Daniels 
Alameda residents now face a 

ban on plastic bags and a 10 cent 
tax on paper ones at retail stores 
in the city. 

The ordinance is a result of 
the Alameda County’s Waste Man-
agement Authority’s adoption of 
the ordinance to regulate plastic 
bags.   

This ban and tax will not only 
hurt consumers’ pockets but also 
push them toward less sustain-
able alternatives. Paper bags are a 
worse environmental option than 
plastic bags. 

Their manufacture uses a large 
amount of water and emit more 
greenhouse gases than the manu-
facture of plastic bags, which 
employs 30,800 workers in 349 
communities across the nation, in-
cluding nearly 2,000 in California.

Reusable bags cannot be re-
cycled and are predominately im-
ported from China. 

These bags have also been 
found to host dangerous bac-
teria, which was the cause of a 
girls’ soccer team’s norovirus 

outbreak, reported earlier this 
year.

Those interested in real solu-
tions should consider the facts 
and not pass policies that hurt 
families, and, ironically, the envi-
ronment in the name of “feel good” 
legislation. 

Instead, they should look at in-
creasing recycling programs that 
addresses all forms of plastic bags, 
sacks and wraps — building on a 
decade of progress in recycling. 

American-made plastic bags 
can and are being recycled. They 
are not “single use.” 90 percent of 
Americans report reusing them 
for other household uses. In 2010, 
nearly 900 million pounds of post-
consumer plastic bags, sacks and 
wraps were recycled; that number 
continues to grow. 

Recycled plastic bags are used 
to make new plastic bags and 
building products, such as back-
yard decks, playground equipment 
and fences.

When deciding to impose 

policy that impacts communities, 
jobs and the environment; it’s im-
portant to talk about the facts, and 
plastic bags are actually the better 
choice at checkout.

For every seven trucks needed 
to deliver paper bags, only one 
truck is needed for the same num-
ber of plastic bags. 

Plastic grocery bags require 40 
percent less energy to manufac-
ture than paper bags. 

The production of plastic bags 
consumes less than 4 percent of 
the water needed to make paper 
bags. 

Bans and taxes don’t work, and 
their alternatives are actually dan-
gerous.  

Forcing us to purchase reus-
able bags is also a hardship — 
both because they are expensive 
and since they have been proven 
to carry diseases.

Mark Daniels is the chairman 
of the American Progressive Bag 
Alliance, an organization repre-
senting the United States’ plastic 
bag manufacturing and recycling 
sector. 

history for the future and keep our 
doors open.

The Meyers House Museum, 
City Monument No. 26, opened in 
1997 to honor Henry Haight Mey-
ers, a renowned Alameda County 
architect and his three daughters 
who helped establish the Alameda 
Welfare Council and Girls Inc. 

Who doesn’t admire Meyers’ cre-
ations like the Twin Towers Meth-
odist Church and the First Presby-
terian Church, as well as the Posey 
Tube and Caldecott Tunnel portals? 

In 2013 the museum will open 
the Meyers House gardens for 
rental. We are working with the city 
toward that goal with a formalized 
agreement. 

Our capital campaign was suc-
cessful in getting the $10,000 match-
ing pledge for painting the house, 
but we are still shy of the $40,000 
goal for deferred maintenance. 

Please consider a donation. Make 
a check payable to Meyers House or 
to Alameda Museum. We are part 
of the fabric that makes Alameda a 
very special place. Membership and 
donations are tax deductible. 

Happy New Year and thank you 
for helping us.

— Robbie Dileo, President
Alameda Museum

Precious photos
Editor:

The Olivia Act, named after one 
of the children killed in Newtown, 
Conn. was started by a photogra-
pher in New York. Olivia’s family had 
family pictures taken a short time 
before she was killed. Those pictures 
are precious and priceless to them. 
Hearing this moved me to give away 
a 30-minute family photo shoot.  

We go about our daily lives and 
sometimes we don’t take time or 
have the resources to have family 
photos taken. 

I will be taking nominations for a 
family your readers think would ap-
preciate this gift. This session will 
take place after the New Year.

I will be taking nominations until 
Jan. 5. Email your nomination with 
contact information and a brief 
summary of why you chose the 
particular family to margotgibson@
gmail.com with “Olivia Act Nomina-
tion” in the subject line. 

The chosen family will be con-
tacted via email or phone call.

— Margot Gibson

Turn that music off
The Alameda Sun received a copy 

of this letter.

To the General Manager of the 
Chuck Corica Golf Complex:

I am a monthly pass holder living 
in Alameda. I like the way Greenway 
is fi xing up the courses, especially 
the greens and the work around 
the greens. While I appreciate the 
emphasis on fun at the golf course 
(even though golf can often be as 
frustrating as it is fun), I do not ap-
preciate the emphasis on music all 
over the place at the course. I don’t 
see where it has any relevance to 
having fun playing golf. 

Golf has its own enjoyment just 
being on the course with friends 
without any other distractions. Golf 
requires concentration. Music can 
be a distraction especially if it is 
not soothing or the kind of music 
the golfer appreciates. I don’t re-
ally think that having music at the 
course is going to attract anyone 
who wasn’t going to the course to 
play golf. One doesn’t go to a golf 
course to listen to music. Music 

Bag Ban, Tax Will 
Hurt More than Help

Commentary

at sporting events is played when 
there is a break in the action, not 
during the actual play. 

I can’t imagine having to listen 
to someone’s music from a golf cart 
while I’m out on the course. It would 
just be an unwelcome distraction. I 
note that there was a letter to the 
editor in the Alameda Sun written 
by Bernard F. Clark (“Slowpokes, 
loud music mar golfi ng,” Dec. 20).

Clark didn’t like “the loud blast-
ing music constantly blaring inside 
and outside the clubhouse” and he 
didn’t “see how loud music equates 
with fun on the golf course.” Golf 
is itself entertainment without any 
extrinsic or added “enjoyment” or 
“fun” factors added. The enjoyment 
is hitting a good shot or sinking a 
putt for par or birdie. 

Another problem with the mu-
sic is that it doesn’t fi t because 
not everyone likes the same type 
of music. If music had to be played 
for golf (and Chuck Corica is the 
only place where I have heard it), 
I would think jazz with no lyrics or 
classical music would be far more 
appropriate.

I think the predominate group 
of people playing golf at Chuck Co-
rica during the weekdays, before 2 
or 3 p.m. is predominately retired 
people or people over 50. These 
people were already golfers before 
Greenway took over. I don’t think 
the music is attracting any new golf-
ers in this demographic.

Finally, I just can’t imagine any-
one or group of golfers saying to 
themselves: “Hey, let’s go play in 
Alameda because they play music 
there.”

I think that if the music stopped, 
there would be no change in the 
number of golfers playing. What 
attracts golfers is a golf course in 
good shape for a reasonable price, 
not music or an emphasis on fun. 
The fun factor is already built into 
golf.

Thanks for your attention, and 
I’m hoping that you will realize that, 
“Silence is golden in golf,” especially 
for golfers!

— Skip Hutchison

Robert Sullwold
Now that the City Council has 

approved hiring a new fi re captain 
to serve as “disaster preparedness 
coordinator” at a cost of $218,000 
per year, it is only meet, right and 
salutary that the city fast-track 
the project to build a new Fire Sta-
tion No. 3 and emergency opera-
tions center.

True, plans for these facilities 
were included in the Measure C 
sales tax increase proposal that 
voters rejected in June. But so 
were plans for hiring a disaster 
preparedness coordinator. Voter 
rejection of Measure C didn’t stop 
the city from pursuing the latter. 
Why should it deter it from pursu-
ing the former?

The new coordinator will need 
a place to work, and it would show 
disrespect to put him in the base-
ment of the police department 
where the current operations cen-
ter is located. Nor should the fi re-
fi ghters serving central Alameda 
endure any longer the ignominy 
of operating out of a private home 
like Revolutionary War soldiers. 
Nothing less than an up-to-date 
operations center and a state-of-
the-art fi re station are required to 
keep the city safe. 

Once the new fi re station is 
built, it will need to be equipped 
and staffed. New fi re trucks must 
be bought to take advantage of 
the two or three drive-through 
vehicle bays contemplated for the 
facility. Trained personnel, super-
vised by one or more captains, 
will be needed to operate the 
trucks. As usual, the city should 
rely on the fi refi ghters’ union IAFF 
Local 68 president Dom Weaver to 
determine the appropriate staff-
ing levels.

The cost of building, equip-
ping and staffi ng a new fi re station 
and operations center is insignifi -
cant. Construction is estimated to 

cost just $6.5 million, up from the 
$4.5 million estimated for Mea-
sure C, which just goes to show 
how rapidly costs can rise when 
voters don’t go along with a staff 
recommendation. And the new 
fi re trucks and additional person-
nel will boost the tab by only $1 
million or so.

Of course, a handful of naysay-
ers — probably CPAs or Republi-
cans — may ask how the city will 
pay these costs.

The short answer is: Who 
cares? The old City Council did 
not hesitate to add $1.6 million 
to the defi cit by approving the 
police and fi re union contracts. 
The new City Council can show its 
own commitment to public safety 
by putting the city deeper in the 
hole. All it means is that the Gen-
eral Fund will run out of money a 
little sooner.

But a bit of off-the-wall think-
ing should quiet the moneymen. 
The city owns a variety of assets 
that are not generating revenue. 
Put those assets to work and 
there will be enough money to 
fund public-safety projects — and 
maybe even to give fi refi ghters a 
decent raise.

Take the city hall building, for 
example. This edifi ce now houses 
offi ces for city departments, some 
of which provide non-essential 
services. Close these depart-
ments, and space will become 
available for lease to revenue-gen-
erating private enterprises.

City Attorney Janet Kern’s of-
fi ce is a prime candidate for clo-
sure. With Mayor Marie Gilmore, 
Vice Mayor Tony Daysog and City 
Manager John Russo all holding 
law degrees, the city does not 
need a paid staff to concoct legal 

Time to Put Safety 
on the Front Burner

Commentary
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Carrie
Tony Daysog
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