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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller
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Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express views 
of the writers and do not 
necessarily reflect the opin-
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Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Hats off to the Sun
Editor: 

Many thanks to all of you for 
actually telling us what is going 
on in Alameda. You are the only 
newspaper that does. My friends 
talk about your articles and worry 
about the arrogant attitude of our 
city leaders in choosing times and 
dates to make big decisions. Your 
paper and your good reporting is 
the only sunshine we see. We do 
feel rather helpless to act. 

There was an interesting set 
of words in paragraph six, of 
an article Ekene Ikeme wrote, 
(“City Attempts to Have Zack Suit 
Thrown Out,” Aug. 10) in which 
the city attorney was writing to 
have the Zack suit thrown out. 
I get the idea that the police or 
other safety personnel routinely 
respond to emergencies but do 
not have a legal duty to do so. 
Hmmm. 

Does that mean that these 
city salaried employees can rou-
tinely just show up but not take 
any responsibility for helping 
to resolve the emergency? They 
did use their cell phones to make 
some calls but those calls did not 
solve the problem. It would be in-
teresting to know what the hour-
ly cost of these safety observers 
that did nothing was that day. As 
a resident of Harbor Bay on land-
fi ll, I wonder if these police and 
fi remen will be of any help if we 
are muddy or will they just be 
onlookers?

— Jeanne Ley  

What’s wrong with 
this picture?
Editor: 

After driving down Central Av-
enue going east I had the chance 
to see the new enclosure around 
Alameda High School. What a 
blight to see. 

What does the school district 
plan to do next, raise livestock 
inside the enclosure? What Ein-
stein came up with this? 

— John Frankel

Thank you, Alameda
Editor:

This summer, several organi-
zations joined together to run a 
community-wide school supply 
drive called “Equipped 4 Suc-
cess.” Our goal was to fi ll back-
packs with school supplies for 
800 low-income students served 
by the Alameda Unifi ed School 
District’s McKinney-Vento pro-

gram for homeless families, the 
Alameda Point Collaborative for 
formerly homeless families, and the 
Alameda Boys and Girls Club.

Thanks to you, we not only 
achieved this goal, we surpassed it 
and have so far helped more than 
900 Alameda children start school 
equipped for success!

We would like to particularly 
thank the following businesses and 
organizations for their support and 
donations: Alameda South Shore Cen-
ter, Peter’s Kettle Corn, Offi ce Max at 
South Shore, Pottery Barn, VF Out-
door and The Family Giving Tree.

The following businesses and or-
ganizations hosted donation drives 
and/or bins for the effort: Alameda 
Fire Department, Alameda Free Li-
brary, Alameda Municipal Power, Al-
ameda Recreation and Parks Depart-
ment, Alameda Theatre & Cineplex, 
Bank of Alameda , Bladium Sports & 
Fitness Club, Bon Voyage Luggage, 
Coffee & Tea Traders, Financial 
Benefi ts Credit Union, Harbor Bay 
Club, Towne Cleaners, Tucker’s 
Ice Cream, Perforce Software, Bay 
Area Chinese Bible Church, Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Christ Episcopal 
Church, Twin Towers UMC and Bay-
port residents.

But most of all, we would like to 
thank the Alameda community for 
once again proving that Alameda is 
a community that truly cares about 
its youth.

“Equipped 4 Success” was spon-
sored by the Alameda Education 
Foundation; the Alameda Unifi ed 
School District; the Alameda Point 
Collaborative; the Alameda Boys 
and Girls Club; and the Alameda 
Collaborative for Children, Youth 
and Families.

— Vicki Sedlack 

Stop smoking
Editor:

As a former smoker, I can very 
much understand the addiction 
(“Smokers Flout City Ordinance,” 
Sept. 6). But I quit, almost two years 
ago, and that was after many tries. 
I had to change my life, who I spent 
time with, where I spent time, and 
what I did. 

It can be done! Most people 
just don’t really want to stop, so 
they fail. 

Yes, I have compassion for that 
quandary. But I cannot tolerate 
smoke anymore. When I did smoke, 
I went away from others who didn’t 
like it. I want that for me, from the 
other side of things. I worked very 
hard to escape that hell, and I don’t 
want to have it unwillingly cast 
upon me now. 

If you really respect yourself, 

you will quit. If you don’t respect 
yourself, it’s very unlikely you’ll 
respect me, either.

— Jaan Carter

Congrats undeserved
Editor:

On the letters page recently, one 
of your readers congratulates our 
city on the approval of our housing 
element, (“Approval at Last,” Aug. 
30). In my opinion, congratulations 
are not in order.

One of the reasons cited for this 
“good news” is the avoidance of a 
lawsuit by the state. If the housing 
element is so good for Alameda, 
why does it need to be passed 
under threat of a state lawsuit?

It seems to me that the housing 
element will affect our city at least 
as much as other issues that have 
been hotly debated in the local 
press; yet it has received compara-
bly little attention.

I hope that there will be much 
discussion over the future effects of 
this new policy.

— Eben Dodd

Another city, 
another outcome
Editor:

Last June, local television news 
channels covered the public outcry 
in San Ramon over the possibility 
of the city cutting down trees on 
Bollinger Canyon Road. Residents 
demanded San Ramon’s mayor and 
city council cease any such action 
that was at least made very public 
in advance of action. The protest 
worked and the trees remain. 

Contrast that with the lack of 
transparency concerning the Park 
Street tree mess here where the city 
had nearly all the trees removed. Res-
idents and merchants alike claimed 
that they had no knowledge that the 
trees were coming down — and right 
before the holidays when stores 
counted on people coming from out 
of the area to hopefully shop here. 

Everyone I spoke to at the time 
said they would have voted against 
removing the trees. When I recently 
spoke to these same people again 
they all agreed that Park Street still 
looks desolate and that it will take 
many, many years for the newly 
planted young trees to even ap-
proach the depth and breadth of 
the trees that the city removed.

What was the reason again they 
were all taken out? Still, no one 
seems to have a good answer.

— Michael Lano

Successful car seat check 
Editor:

On Saturday, Aug. 25, the Al-
ameda Police Department (APD) 
worked with the Alameda County 
Carseat Workgroup and Habitot 
Children’s Museum to host a child 
safety seat inspection in the city 
hall parking lot.

The event was a huge success 
with 27 child seats inspected. One 
family in particular came in with sev-
eral children using out-of-date, dam-
aged or incorrect seats. We had them 
corrected and replaced and installed 
correctly thanks to very generous 
donations from the county’s Carseat 
Workgroup, Habitot and AAA. 

Thanks to all those who volun-
teered their time to make these chil-
dren safe. 

For individual car seat safety 
inspection appointments, call 337-
8590.

— APD Sergeant Ron Simmons

Steve Jones
I am a lifelong Alameda resi-

dent and have thought over some 
of the lies I’ve heard from Alameda 
Hospital and have discovered the 
truth. 

Lie #1: Alameda Hospital will 
close its doors if the voters of 
Alameda do not pass the $298 an-
nual parcel tax— now more than 
10 years old.

Truth # 1: I know for a fact that 
there were several well-managed 
hospital groups waiting in the 
wings to take over operations of 
the hospital. 

Lie #2: If the citizens pass the 
parcel tax the hospital will move 
out of the current red-ink situation 
and will prosper going into the fu-
ture. 

Truth #2: The hospital has 
been managed into total fi nancial 
chaos for the better part of 20 
years and certainly since the pas-

sage of the parcel tax measure. 
The current board of inept clowns 
has again placed the hospital in 
danger of sinking into fi nancial 
collapse.

Lie #3: The residents of Alam-
eda will be without adequate hos-
pital care if the hospital closes.

Truth #3: The vast majority 
of Alameda citizens actually are 
transported to hospitals other 
than Alameda Hospital. 

Lie #4: If the citizens of Alameda 
pass the parcel tax the leadership 
group managing the hospital will 
add several new services, such 
as a maternity ward and certifi ed 
stroke center.

Truth #4: The hospital admin-
istration just recently added a 
certifi ed stroke center, after they 
were worried about legal expo-
sure, not as a result of providing 
all of us better care. Also, if you 
would like to have your newborn 

delivered at your hometown hos-
pital, guess what? You guessed it, 
another broken promise.

So where do we go from here? 
Repeal the parcel tax as soon as 
possible. 

This will bring to light the com-
plete mismanagement by the pres-
ent group of administrators, as 
the facts are discussed. They will 
all run for cover, as they should 
and a new hospital group will en-
ter which will understand how to 
actually run a hospital with com-
petence.

We have been hoodwinked 
now for more than 10 years and 
it’s time to end the disaster that 
is called The Alameda Health Care 
District Board.  

Steve Jones is a retired Alameda 
Fire Department deputy fi re chief. 

The Big Bag of Lies 
Commentary

Charlie Fasso
The ongoing debate regarding 

the staffi ng of the Alameda Fire De-
partment (AFD) boils down to the 
single issue of response times. 

As a life-long resident of Al-
ameda and a former fi re chief of 
a city of similar size I can assure 
you that closing Fire Station No. 3 
— probably the most centrally lo-
cated station in Alameda — would 
spell disaster and would be liter-
ally playing with fi re. There is the 
real probability that fi re losses 
would dramatically increase and 
rescue efforts would be seriously 
hampered. 

There is an old saying, “in a fi re, 
seconds count.” The closing of Fire 
Station No. 3 or any other fi re sta-
tion would add not only seconds, 
but minutes of normal response 
times. Fire expands exponentially 
and a single-room fi re that fi re-
fi ghters would normally contain to 
a single room would spread to ad-
joining rooms. Granted this would 
not happen on a daily basis, but 
it only needs to happen once if a 

fi re involved your home, or your 
neighbor’s. 

The current distribution of fi re 
stations in Alameda is adequate 
enough to provide effective cov-
erage. An article in the Alameda 
Sun (“AFD Staffi ng as Compared 
to Similar Cities,” Aug. 16) referred 
to fi re-station staffi ng in two cities 
of similar in size to Alameda, Red-
wood City and Mountain View. The 
article did not mention the fact that 
Redwood City and Mountain View 
(as well as other cities on the Pen-
insula) employ “automatic aid.” 

Automatic aid differs from the 
mutual aid that Alameda uses. Cit-
ies with automatic aid contracts 
allow fi re units in other cities to 
automatically respond to adjoining 
districts if their stations are closer 
to a fi re. Cities with mutual-aid con-
tracts, on the other hand, use that 
aid on a as-needed basis. Mutual 
aid requires formal notifi cation for 
neighboring departments to re-
spond. These departments may not 
be available to respond depending 
on their situation at the time. 

Because Alameda is an island, 
automatic aid is impractical. The 
nearest Oakland fi re station is too 
far away to be included as a fi rst 
responder. If Alameda decides to 
close fi re stations I seriously doubt 
that the city of Oakland, which has 
its own staffi ng problems, would 
be willing to subsidize Alameda’s 
fi re service on a regular basis. 

Many of the letter writers who 
support closing Fire Station No. 
3 refer to the ICMA report and 
disregard the three other reports 
that do not support their position. 
The best thing I can say about the 
ICMA report should its recom-
mendations come to pass, is that 
it would make for some interesting 
reading while you are waiting for 
a fi re truck to respond to a fi re at 
your house. 

Charlie Fasso served as the op-
erations chief and interim fi re chief 
of the Menlo Park Fire District. He is 
now retired. 

Closing Fire Station No. 
3 Could Bring Disaster

Second of two parts
Kirsten Vital

This summer our outstanding 
staff has worked hard on many 
facilities improvements at sites 
all across Alameda Unifi ed School 
District (AUSD). We hope this facil-
ities work at schools helps teach-
ers, staff and students start out 
the new year on a positive note.

As you may know, due to the 
dangerous condition of the un-retro-
fi tted buildings at Historic Alameda 
High School (HAHS), this summer 
Alameda Adult School has moved 
from the HAHS building and be-
come part of the new AUSD Educa-
tional Options Center at Woodstock 
School, 1900 Third St. 

Our very highest priority has 
been and must always be the protec-
tion of human life and safety.  Due to 
the risk the un-retrofi tted buildings 
at HAHS present to human safety, 
later this fall we will also be moving 
the District Offi ce to a building we 

will be leasing with an option to pur-
chase. The middle section of HAHS 
— with Kofman Auditorium and 
Alameda High School classrooms 
— has been seismically retrofi tted 
and is safe.

Accordingly, the activities 
and classes in those rooms in the 
middle of HAHS will continue, al-
though we are taking additional 
steps in coming weeks to improve 
the safety of the building by shor-
ing up entrances and exits stu-
dents routinely use and fencing off 
dangerous areas.

In the long run, leasing a building 
with an option to buy for the district 
offi ce is likely to be fi scally neutral. 
For now, it is important for all to 
know that the funds to be spent on 
the lease or purchase are restricted 
facilities funds that, in contrast to 
unrestricted dollars from our gener-
al fund, cannot be spent on employ-
ee compensation or on programs 
for students. In addition, even with 

this lease, the vast majority of our 
facilities funds will continue to be 
spent on school sites.

Staff has considered many pos-
sible alternative sites for the dis-
trict offi ces. The unfortunate real-
ity is that we simply do not have 
room to relocate the offi ces into 
existing district facilities. 

Trying to split up parts of the of-
fi ces into the few open classrooms 
spread across the district would 
be highly disruptive to school 
sites, ineffi cient and inconvenient 
for families and the public. In ad-
dition, because our schools do 
not have a high number of vacant 
classrooms, we would be forced to 
lease some additional space even 
if we split up the district offi ces. 

Kirsten Vital is the Alameda 
Unifi ed School District superinten-
dent.

Supe’s Update on AUSD Facilities

Commentary

Commentary
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