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OPINION
Letters to the Editor
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Unfortunately, last school 
year, the Alameda Unifi ed School 
District (AUSD) decided to cease 
this arrangement. The primary 
concern expressed by AUSD rep-
resentatives is that when the EHS 
and ACLC student populations are 
combined, the North Coast Sec-
tion (NCS) — in which EHS com-
petes — would require the Jets to 
move up a division. If such a move 
were required, it would mean 
that if EHS teams qualifi ed for the 
play-offs in a few selected sports, 
the Jets would have to compete 
against larger schools. (In many 
sports, such as track and fi eld, 
post-season participation is not 
tied to school size.) 

AUSD wants to ensure that 
EHS maintains its “competitive 
advantage”— in other words, that 
the Jets have the best opportunity 
to win. 

The “competitive-advantage” 
argument, however, is fallacious. 
NSC has confi rmed that combin-
ing the EHS and ACLC student 
bodies would not cause the Jets 
to move up a division in any sport 
in which they compete. But even 
if EHS had to move up, the Jets 
would have access to additional 
student-athletes that would justi-
fy a bump in division. They would 
be competing against schools that 
have access to similar numbers of 
students. 

Under such circumstances, 
such a bump would serve “com-
petitive equality.” 

We understand that the desire 
to win is important. It brings out 
an athlete’s best performance. 
It allows competitors to share a 
goal. It is the foundation for mutu-
al respect. It is necessary to main-
tain the integrity in a contest. 

Emphasizing the desire to 
win, however, is different from 
unduly emphasizing winning it-
self. Telling a student that he or 
she cannot participate in athlet-
ics because his or her presence 
would harm a school’s “competi-
tive advantage” sends the wrong 
message. 

Although winning is more fun 
than losing, the journey is much 
more important than the fi nal 
score. 

Win or lose, the journey pro-
vides the vehicle by which one 
can grow and learn. But when 
winning becomes more important 
than the journey, the values we 
emphasize can become harmful, 
damaging and destructive. 

Too often, the sports pages 
include stories about athletes and 
athletic programs that lost their 
way simply to gain a “competitive 
advantage.” 

The ACLC governing board 
has passed a resolution seeking to 
re-institute the arrangement that 
would allow ACLC students to 
compete on teams with their EHS 
counterparts. 

The only thing that is needed 
at this point is for the AUSD school 
board to pass a similar resolution. 
In June, several people — includ-
ing ACLC and EHS student-athletes 
and a Jets coach — addressed the 
school board to request that it al-
low ACLC students to compete on 
EHS teams. 

The group publicly asked 

Mike Melendez
Our culture refl ects our values. 

In Alameda, we value our children 
and their education. We know that 
education does not stop in the 
classroom. We appreciate that art, 
music and sports play a major role 
in developing the whole person and 
that participation in these activities 
improves academic performance. 

When cuts threatened many 
public school programs, the Alam-
eda Education Foundation stepped 
up to provide funding to keep them 
going. In 2011, when faced with a 
budget shortfall, we passed the 
Measure A parcel tax to raise rev-
enue to support our schools. 

We realize that the money we 
spend to provide opportunities to 
Alameda’s sons and daughters is 
but a small price when measured 
against the benefi t we all receive 
from their enrichment. 

Nowhere are our values more 
evident than in athletics. If ap-
proached properly, athletics can 
teach a strong work ethic, team-
work, respect and overcoming 
adversity — lessons that last a life-
time. Competition provides the stu-
dent-athlete with the opportunity 
to test his or her mettle, to stretch 
beyond limitations, to understand 
possibilities. All the student-athlete 
needs is a chance.

Historically, Alameda Com-
munity Learning Center students 
(ACLC) — who primarily come from 
Alameda — competed on Encinal 
High School (EHS) athletic teams. 
ACLC students proudly wore EHS 
blue and ran, swam or played their 
hearts out as Jets. 

They and the EHS student-athletes 
became teammates and friends. The 
marginal cost to allow ACLC students 
to participate was virtually nothing 
— the fi elds, the coaches and the 
transportation had to be provided 
in any event — and the arrangement 
benefi tted all concerned. 

School District Sends 
Wrong Message

CommentaryIf approached 
properly, athlet-
ics can teach 
a strong work 
ethic, teamwork, 
respect and over-
coming adversity.
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The faire rocked
Editor:

I’m writing in response to 
Jeff Mark’s letter (“Band lineup 
lacking,” Aug. 2) saying that the 
bands at the Park Street Art and 
Wine Faire were “lacking.” 

Huh? Were you not listening? I 
have to admit that I wasn’t at the 
Spring Faire, but so what if they 
were the same bands. They were 
great. 

I went to the faire on Satur-
day and listened to the Tia Car-
roll Band. They were fantastic! 
The lead singer had a wonderful 
voice, and the band was amaz-
ing. We really enjoyed the expe-
rience, and didn’t leave until the 
last note. 

I had so much fun that I went 
again on Sunday. This time I lis-
tened to the Kevin Russell Band. 
OMG! They totally rocked! I had 
a blast! And from the look of the 
crowd, I wasn’t alone. Everyone 
sure looked like they were hav-
ing a good time, and there were 
tons of people standing, dancing 
or singing. 

Sure, it would be nice to have 
other bands perform, but I would 
certainly go see both of these 
bands again in a heartbeat. I say, 
bring them back. I hadn’t heard 
either band before, but I can’t 
wait to hear them again.

— Laura Hugel

It’s a two-way street
Editor:

I’m replying to the letter: “Se-
rious nightmare,” July 26.

I feel your frustration with 
cyclists on the road. I am a 
daily bicycle commuter and see 
cyclists as well as motorists 
behaving badly on a regular ba-
sis. The CVC (California Vehicle 
Code) states that cyclists have 
the same rights to the road as 
motorists do and have to follow 
the same rules. 

Sharing the road is a two-way 
street. The answer is education 
for cyclists and motorists. I have 
seen education-related funding 
voted down twice in Alameda. 
More funding is needed for bi-
cycle safety education for both 
cyclists and motorists. 

To use a cliché: “If you think 
education is expensive, try igno-
rance.” I think you need to look 
in the mirror to see part of the 
problem, since you don’t know 
that cyclists have the same 
rights and have to follow the 
same rules as any other vehicle 
on the road. 

Licensing is not the solution; 
education is. 

— Anthony DiSalvo
League of American Bicyclists

No sense of community
Editor:

In May, I attended the High 
School Ultimate Frisbee state 
championship in Santa Cruz. It 
was an exciting two day event of 
high-level Ultimate Frisbee. The 
winner of all seven games over the 
two day period was the Alameda 
Dark Meat team; it was actually the 
team’s eighth consecutive win of 
the championship.

You may have read about it in 
this very paper (“Eight Straight 
for Dark Meat Frisbee,” June 14). 
As you may recall, the team is 
made up of young men and women 
who are athletic and competitive 
students from Alameda Commu-
nity Leaning Center (ACLC), Alam-
eda High School (AHS), St. Joseph 
Notre Dame High School and home-
schoolers. They are teammates 
and friends.

Now I hear that the school 
board will not allow ACLC players 
to play on the AHS and EHS sports 
teams. Does this mean “we will play 
in your sandbox, but you can’t play 
in ours”? I expect this from pre-kin-
dergarten children, not adults.

We are lucky here in Alameda to 
have educational options for our 
children. All Alameda homeowners 
pay the school parcel taxes that 
fund AUSD athletic teams, whether 
their children go to ACLC, Bay Area 
School of Enterprise, AHS, NEA, 
Lincoln or Wood middle schools or 
St. Joseph.

While a particular student may 
thrive educationally in one envi-
ronment over another should not 
affect their after-school participa-
tion in a team sport. That’s just 
ludicrous.  

Shame on you, school board.  
Where is your sense of community?  
I think you all need a long, long de-
tention.  

— Chris Fetzer

Let’s go for a ride
Editor:

I have to respond the Marilyn 
Lott’s letter about bicyclists (“Seri-
ous nightmare,” July 26)

Let’s start by saying that getting 
around on a bicycle is a healthy 
and environmentally friendly way 
to travel. Alameda should do ev-
erything reasonably possible to 
encourage people to ride a bike 
instead of getting in a car, and that 
means more bike lanes. 

There are some bad bicycle rid-
ers out there just as there are some 
bad car drivers out there. Using 
Lott’s logic we should remove roads 
because some car drivers do not fol-
low all the laws. This would surely 
reduce car accidents. 

Instead let’s educate both riders 
and drivers on how to be consider-
ate and share the road. So Ms. Lott, 
care to go for a ride?

— Marvin Hamon

How about those 
high schoolers?
Editor:

Two letters recently appeared 
in your newspaper about a well-
regarded teacher at Encinal High 
School (EHS) and his positive im-
pact on the school itself: (“It’s A 
Matter of Principal,” July 19, and, 
“I’m sure you miss him,” July 26) 

While I don’t know anything 
about this particular issue, I would 
like to tell you of our wonderful ex-
perience at EHS this spring. 

Marilyn Ashcraft and I joined 
several fellow Alameda League of 
Women Voters members to register 
students who would be eligible to 
vote in the Nov. 6 election. 

Two representatives from the 
Alameda County Registrar of Voters 
joined our efforts, helping students 
learn to navigate their website so 
they could register online. Addition-
ally, they gave the students informa-
tion about their registration should 
they move, as well as  other facts 
important for young voters to stay 
connected to their voting status. 

Marilyn and I showed the stu-
dents how to use the Smart Voter 
League of Women Voters website 
that allows an individual to enter 
their Zip Code and fi nd their voting 
site as well as information about 
candidates running in their district 
and measures on their ballot. Addi-
tionally, students learned to access 
links to the pros and cons, helping 
the student to understand more 
about the ballot measures. 

EHS Dean of Students Kevin 
Gorham and two senior class civics 
teachers enthusiastically made their 
computer labs and their classes 
available to us. We fi nd this method 
of student engagement far superior 
to simply registering young voters. 
We were particularly grateful to the 
EHS staff who helped us register 
more than 130 students. 

Our program was also successful 
in several other Alameda Schools 
who used this method. Steven Fong 
at the Alameda Science and Tech-
nology Institute, Alysee Castro at 
Island High School  and the Alam-
eda Community Learning Center  
also participated in the same for-
mat with good results. St. Joseph 
High School’s school faculty also 
graciously turned over their leader-
ship class to us last fall for a similar 
presentation. 

We want to thank all those that 
participated and we hope those 
reading this will encourage these 
young voters in your family or 
neighborhood to get out and vote in 
November.

— Anne Spanier

Jeffrey R Smith
Grand theft was reported by 

community watchdog Michele Ell-
son on the evening of July 27 at 2200 
Central Ave.

The reported heist was conduct-

The World Wants to Be Deceived Tongue in Cheek

ed in full view of a sparse bevy of 
community members and, ironi-
cally, the full contingent of the lo-
cal school board.

The alleged mega-larceny took 
place during a meeting at Kof-
man Auditorium. The suspected 
bag persons gained entrance to 
the meeting via a ruse: posing as 
persons interested in supporting 
public education in Alameda.

Heroically, school board trust-
ee Trish Spencer tried to foil the 
heist but was subdued by befud-
dled on-lookers and a complicit 
fi fth column who claimed the ex-
propriation was legitimate.

Approximately $5.5 million was 
diverted from Alameda Unifi ed 
School District (AUSD) coffers.

The money, to be taken in bite-
sized chunks of $552,000 per year, 
was misappropriated under the 
deep cover of summer vacation, 
Friday evening activity schedules 
and possibly civic apathy and ne-
science and misplaced trust.

When reminded that the meet-
ing was scheduled for 6 p.m. one 
person at the scene was mystifi ed, 
“Six o’clock? People are eating at 
six o’clock? This is America for 
Pete’s sake. So what time do they 

go to bed?”
The money, although marked 

for public education use only, will 
be diffi cult to recover given the in-
side, covert, surreptitious nature 
of the theft.

As pointed out by the sleuth-
ing Trish Spencer, security cam-
eras were not present at the crime 
scene because the meeting, to 
comply with the letter and but 
not the spirit of transparency, was 
at a location beyond the reach of 
video recording equipment.

As one commentator observed, 
“This is another example of au-
thority trumping responsibility.”

Sadly and incongruously, the 
theft comes at a diffi cult time 
given that California is gripped 
by a gnawing recession, plagued 
by high unemployment and un-
deremployment and is host to a 
depressed housing market.

California is currently staring 
down the barrel of a $16 billion 
defi cit and is almost certain to 
curtail spending on California 
school districts including AUSD.

Spencer strongly suspects that 
the loot will be transferred to an 
on-shore account in Alameda, in 
the tony neighborhood of Marina 

Village — a veritable Palace of Ver-
sailles — given the state of the Cali-
fornia economy and some of the fa-
cilities within the AUSD fi efdom.

Allegations that seismic ex-
tortion may have played into the 
caper were also reported; ransom 
notes citing “the building will pan-
cake” helped grease the skids and 
boost the sense of urgency for the 
heist.

The de facto hold-up was es-
sentially conducted under the 
rhetorical device known as the 
forced dichotomy: “Give us the 
money for better digs now, and no 
one will get hurt.”

Given that few have sensed 
enormity in the expropriation it is 
unlikely that the white collar mys-
tery will be solved within the next 
four years. Public outrage is sub-
dued and confi ned to only those 
familiar with the case and those 
entertaining high expectations for 
elected offi cials.

As Cato the Elder used to ob-
serve: Mundus vult decipi, ergo 
decipiatur (The world wants to be 
deceived, so let it be deceived.)

Jeffrey R Smith teaches math at 
Encinal High School.
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