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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the 
city of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express views 
of the writers and do not 
necessarily reflect the opin-
ions of the Alameda Sun, its 
advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Stop overcrowding 
Alameda
Editor:

It seems that all our city gov-
ernment is concerned about is 
fi lling up our island as quickly as 
possible. Our streets are getting 
crowded to the point of where it 
feels like I’m leaving the Oakland 
Coliseum parking lot every time I 
have to drive. 

If I wanted a smoggy and over-
crowded city to live in, I would 
have chosen any of the other 
cities in the surrounding areas of 
the East Bay. Alameda is a unique 
town and our roads are not meant 
for so many cars. Our island is 
quickly fi lling up with too many 
people.

Imagine what driving will be 
like when even more housing de-
velopments are built along the es-
tuary and throughout the island. 
Our leaders need to quit being so 
greedy for more revenue and in-
stead should limit growth to keep 
this city from becoming like all 
the others.

— Babaka Adebe

Thank you to the 
Alameda Police
Editor:

Crime in Oakland has sky-
rocketed, and the Alameda Police 
Department continue to do a re-
markable job of keeping our is-
land a safe place on a daily basis. 

Our police don’t hear it often 
enough, so thank them for their 
continual professionalism and 
dedication for making our city an 
ideal place to live. 

Let’s face it, Alameda is next 
door to Oakland and much of 
the crime in our city comes from 
people who come here from off 
the island. I have never seen a 
better group of police offi cers in 
this country or in any place in 
Europe. 

We have a city to live in that 
most people in the world only 
dream of, and a big reason for 
this is the dedication of our po-
lice department.

— Ana Zolinska

Slow down, Alameda
Editor:

I am saddened to see such an 
increase in people speeding and 
rushing around on our city streets. 
Slow down and be cautious when 
driving around our island. 

There isn’t a reason to rush 
when people’s lives are at stake. 

We have many blind intersections 
and too many cars parked near cor-
ners making it hard to see when a 
car is coming. Children, as well as 
the elderly and pets beg for your 
caution while driving. 

The 25 mile-per-hour speed limit is 
there for a thoughtful reason. Please 
follow it. Don’t let the fast pace of life 
become a danger to the slow pace of 
this majestic Island City.

— Brian Metz

Plastic bags available
Editor:

There are already poo bags at 
the beach that are 100 percent bio-
degradeable. You can also purchase 
these bags online in bulk for a very 
inexpensive price. 

I commend Alameda and the 
Park Service for providing these 
bags to help dog owners keep this 
city beautiful.

— Ray Tomlin

A little early for soccer
Editor: 

I’m writing this letter at 6:30 a.m. 
It seems early, right? Unfortunately, 
I’ve been up since somewhere 
around 4:30 a.m. thanks to the Al-
ameda High School (AHS) soccer 
team. It’s Martin Luther King Jr. Day, 
so I suppose that means that there’s 
no school today. 

However, is it necessary that 
they’re up before the crack of 
dawn, yelling, screaming while play-
ing soccer and the bright lights of 
Thompson Field shining in my bed-
room window? How is this fair to 
the neighbors on Walnut Street?

Now before you jump to any 
conclusions and think, “Oh, she’s 
just a cranky neighbor (or should I 
say “NIMBY neighbor” as the school 
board referred to us back in 2000 
during the Thompson Field lights 
meetings) who doesn’t like kids,” 
please consider the following. 

I have been an Alameda resident 
for more than 30 years. In fact, I am 
a third-generation Alamedan. I am 
an AHS graduate, as my parents 
were before me. AHS holds a spe-
cial place in my heart, and always 
will, but it’s not right that the soc-
cer team didn’t take the neighbors 
of Walnut Street into consideration 
before turning on the fi eld lights so 
early in the morning. 

I’ve made a complaint to the Al-
ameda Police Department, hoping 
that they could come help, but have 
yet to get a response. I have left a 
message for AHS Principal Kelly 
Lara, and am awaiting a response. 
Bringing this to the attention of a 
higher authority won’t bring back 

my precious sleep that I do not take 
for granted these days. 

I am a new mom, trying to crib 
train my nine-month old son. My 
sleep has been inconsistent enough 
already with a new baby in the 
house. Last night was the fi rst night 
that I was able to get my son to 
sleep almost a full night in his crib, 
but his slumber was interrupted by 
the noise and lights of the inconsid-
erate soccer team.

I’ve learned to deal with the daily 
after-school practices and games 
that can go as late as 9:30 p.m. I’ve 
learned to deal with the garbage and 
debris that the students and parents 
leave after a sporting event. I’ve even 
learned to deal with the buses that 
park in front of my driveway picking 
up and letting off students, blocking 
it enough to where I can’t even pull 
out. 

Did I mention the parking that 
the students and parents take on 
our small street? Have you ever 
tried lugging a baby and all your 
groceries home, after having to 
park a block away from your home 
because these students and parents 
are inconsiderate? I have.

The rude behavior of the AHS 
soccer team, as well as football and 
track teams, have been diffi cult 
enough to co-exist with as it is, but 
now 4:30 a.m. practices? That is 
where I draw the line.

— Laura Touchstone

Misinformed
Editor:

I recently read an article writ-
ten by Ekene Ikeme about a Big 5 
boycott (“Residents Petition Big 5 
to Halt Gun Sales,” Jan. 10). I realize 
that you are a small publication, but 
you should still state facts within 
each story. Merriam-Webster de-
fi nes an assault weapon as a “mili-
tary fi rearm that is chambered for 
ammunition of reduced size or pro-
pellant charge and has the capacity 
to switch between semiautomatic 
and fully automatic fi re.” 

None of the Big 5 stores sells the 
type of weapon defi ned above. Also, 
to list a Remington 770 30-06 as a 
semi-automatic shows me that little 
to no research was actually done 
prior to writing the article. 

That rifl e is a hunting rifl e that 
holds no more than four rounds 
and needs to be chambered manu-
ally between shots. Please, get your 
facts straight before stating them in 
an article. Not that the rest of the 
article was your opinion, but these 
types of fi rearms are recreational, 
and I would consider them very 
family-friendly if an intruder were 
ever to come through your door. 

But then again, no one would 
use a .22 caliber rifl e for home/self 
defense and they absolutely would 
not use a Remington 770 bolt-action 
rifl e.

— Sebastian Fratto

Introducing Friends of 
Crown Beach
Editor:

Several of us have formed 
“Friends of Crown Beach” to sup-
port the East Bay Regional Park 
District (EBRPD) in its pursuit to 
acquire the Neptune Pointe parcel. 
The parcel is needed for expansion 
of the heavily used Crab Cove visi-
tors center and will provide addi-
tional space when school buses 
take children to Crab Cove. 

EBRPD has carefully nurtured 
Alameda’s Crown Memorial State 
beach for many years. The beach 

der the water. That soil has been 
removed. 

I have attended RAB meetings 
for years and joined board last 
year. I am not an expert; I pos-
sess an anecdotal understanding 
of Alameda Point’s chemistry and 
cleanup technologies. There are 
two major worldviews for environ-
mental cleanup: 1) Create a sched-
ule and budget, design a grid in 
which each cell is a standalone 
entity, clean the cells (within a 
cost/benefi t analysis framework), 
categorize “standards” (indus-
trial, commercial, residential) and 
transfer land to city, developers, 
etc. 2) Design a gridded frame-
work that recognizes and works 
with and within complex, integrat-
ed, interdependent, and evolving 
ecologies. 

The current worldview for 
experts within corporations, 
bureaucracies and regulatory 
institutions is worldview No. 1.  
Employees, consultants and con-
tractors become subject matter 
experts with increasingly narrow, 
single-issue specializations that 
hold a discreet piece of one cell 
in the grid. Expertise — and job 
security — derives from increas-
ingly refi ned data, statistics, and 
high returns-on-investment. 

This worldview tends to the in-
strumental (science and technol-
ogy can “fi x” anything) and turns 
a blind eye to the messy, qualita-
tive, not-easy-to-quantify informa-
tion that can lead to multifaceted 
knowledge and, eventually, to wis-
dom that evolves an understand-
ing of the complex interdepen-
dence of living organisms.

So, Seaplane Lagoon’s con-
taminated soil has been removed 
(implying no contaminants remain 
and no more contaminants are en-
tering the ecological system) and 

the water (that complex moving, 
mixing, melding, and, yes, myste-
rious element) is safe.

Keep in mind then-D.C. Circuit 
Judge Antonin Scalia’s opinion 
(regarding benzene): “‘safe’ does 
not mean ‘risk free.’ Recognize 
that, despite mounds of data, no 
one knows the synergistic effects 
of chemicals and compounds in 
Seaplane Lagoon, let alone over 
Alameda Point. 

“However, no fi rm conclusions 
exist about chemicals’ effects on 
humans since toxicity data does 
not exist for many chemicals, and 
not all types of toxicity are stud-
ied in detail.” 

Alameda Point offers an op-
portunity for experts, city offi -
cials, and residents, together, to 
grapple with worldview No. 2.  

For this more open process to 
work, though, far more Alameda 
residents must engage the current 
process, take on the diffi cult task 
of remaining open-minded while 
exploring current data, and try to 
develop a more nuanced mindset 
that could create a sustainable 
and resilient future. 

Susan Galleymore is a member 
of the Restoration Advisory Board. 

Lagoon’s Safety Called into Question
Susan Galleymore

At the January Restoration Advi-
sory Board (RAB) meeting I repeat-
ed a question that a resident had 
asked me: “Is Seaplane Lagoon safe 
for young people to sail there?”

About 30 people attended, in-
cluding Navy representatives, state 
regulators, the city’s environmental 
consultant and a handful of resi-
dents in the audience. 

The general response of board 
members to the question was in-
credulity, then laughter: The water 
is not affected by the cleanup; the 
contaminants (including PCBs, ra-
dium 226, and heavy metals such as 
cadmium, etc.) were in the soil un-

Waters Navy now deems ‘safe’ may not be risk-free
Commentary

Despite mounds 
of data, no one 
knows the syner-
gistic effects of 
chemicals and 
compounds in 
Seaplane Lagoon, 
let alone over 
Alameda Point. 

reaches from Broadway, including 
the Elsie Roemer Bird Sanctuary, 
to Crown Harbor, including Crab 
Cove. 

It is Alameda’s crown jewel and 
used by more than 1 million visi-
tors annually. EBRPD has expressed 
interest in the Neptune Pointe par-
cel since 2006 when it first became 
surplus federal property. In 2008, 
as part of Measure WW, voters 
approved funds for the acquisition. 
The city council endorsed the use 
of Neptune Pointe for park pur-
poses on Sept. 16, 2008.

Yet in July 2012, the council 
rezoned the Neptune Pointe par-
cel from “administrative/office” to 
“multifamily residential” with up to 
95 residential units.

EBRPD, which received no notice 
from the city of the proposed rezon-
ing, has since filed a lawsuit against 
the city. The suit alleges violation 
of environmental protection laws 
and Measure A of the City Charter. 
EBRPD is asking the Alameda 
County Superior Court to order the 
residential zoning recinded. 
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Paul B. English
I was gratifi ed to read that 

your story on the petition to halt 
gun sales at Big 5 Sporting Goods 
(“Residents Petition Big 5 to Halt 
Gun Sales,” Jan. 17) has started a 
healthy discussion about the use 
of weapons and gun control in our 
community. Many of your readers 
were concerned about the facts. I 
would like to be able to take the 
opportunity to correct the record. 
Let us take each of your readers’ 
comments in turn.  

Joe Matuko (“In response to 
anti-NRA letter,” Jan. 24) writes 
that “the USA has a very low 
amount of murders by guns when 
compared with other countries 
around the world where gun own-
ership is allowed” and “there are 
already policies in place that effec-
tively regulate the sale and owner-
ship of guns.” 

Both these statements are 
false. Out of all high-income coun-
tries, we have “the highest gun 
homicide rate, the highest number 
of guns per capita and the highest 
rate of deaths due to assault… 
America has more homicides by 
gun than all of the other high-in-

come … countries combined.” 
(www.nytimes.com/2012/12/20/
opinion/blow-on-guns-america-
stands-out.html). 

Further, it is well known that 
there are so many loopholes in gun 
laws that, especially at gun shows 
or online, one is able to purchase 
weapons and ammunition without 
background checks. 

Matuko further states that the 
“NRA deserves our support and 
respect” but the fact is that the 
NRA has shamelessly blocked ev-
ery attempt for sensible gun con-
trol such as an assault weapon ban 
and they are essentially a front for 
gun manufacturers. 

Arthur Wong writes (“It’s outra-
geous to boycott Big 5,” Jan. 17) 
that the “potential for a homeown-
er owning a weapon is what keeps 
us all from increasing the chance of 
being victims of violent criminals.” 

That is also not correct. Guns 
kept in homes are more likely to be 
involved in an accidental shooting, 
criminal assault, or suicide attempt 
than to be used for self-defense (J 
Trauma. 1998 Aug;45(2):263-7, “In-
juries and deaths due to fi rearms 
in the home”).

James Wendt (“Don’t tell me 
what I need,” Jan. 17) does not like 
the possibility of the police being 
better armed than the average 
citizen. The fact is that the police 
are increasing out-gunned by the 
high fi repower of criminals. Police 
organizations overwhelming sup-
port an assault-weapon ban. Let 
us support the police to help make 
our communities safer.

Finally, Randy Lantz (“Irrespon-
sible reporting,” Jan. 17) and Kyle 
Hansen (“Report the facts, please, 
Jan. 17) objected to the mischar-
acterization of bolt-action weap-
ons sold at Big 5 as assault rifl es 
or semi-automatic and felt that the 
reporting at the Sun was “irrespon-
sible and shameful.” 

Advertisements from Big 5 did 
characterize their guns as semi-
automatic rifl es and if they are 
truly not, I stand corrected. How-
ever, these “semi-automatic” rifl es 
sold at Big 5 can fi re rounds out of 
a detachable magazine. It is my un-
derstanding that larger magazines 

Corrections to the 
Gun-Control Record

Commentary
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