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OPINION
Letters to the Editor
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The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the 
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Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express views 
of the writers and do not 
necessarily reflect the opin-
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advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
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Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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A heartfelt thanks
Editor:

I want to take this moment 
to thank the people of Alameda 
for giving me this opportunity to 
serve on city council. I am truly 
grateful for this opportunity and 
will make sure to work very hard 
on behalf of residents.

I also want to extend my con-
gratulations to our city’s two oth-
er recent city council electees: 
Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft, our city’s 
next vice mayor, and Stewart 
Chen. They ran strong campaigns 
for the important offi ce of city 
council.

From Jane Sullwold, Jeff Cam-
bra, Gerard Valbuena Dumuk, 
Joana DArc Weber, Stewart Chen, 
Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft, to myself, I 
know for certain that all of us are 
really strong candidates for the 
offi ce of city council. So, knowing 
how competitive this race was, I 
want to make sure to say, “Thank 
you, Alameda, for bestowing on 
me this special privilege to serve 
on city council.”

Let me also take a moment 
to thank persons whose support 
was instrumental to my bare-
bones, grass-roots campaign. I 
want to thank the many people 
who allowed me to place lawn 
signs on their respective proper-
ties; in this effort, Ben Tilos was 
greatly instrumental in getting 
out my signs. His son, Ruben Ti-
los, also provided tremendous 
assistance in helping me deliver 
campaign materials. 

Thank you also to key endors-
ers such as the Hon. Doug deHaan 
(Alameda city councilmember), 
the Hon. Doug Siden (East Bay 
Regional Park Trustee), the Hon. 
Richard Bartalini (retired judge), 
newly-elected school board mem-
ber Barbara Kahn, Steve Gers-
tle (West End anti-crime activ-
ist) and Kurt Peterson (Alameda 
Open Government Commission 
member). 

Thank you also to Reyla 
Graber for her advice on honing 
my campaign message. Thank 
you to the many people who con-
tributed to my campaign as well.

Finally, I want to thank the 
so, so many people who took the 
time to chat with me as I walked 
their respective neighborhoods 
and knocked on their doors. 

We might be a city of 75,000 
people but, at its heart, Alam-
eda is and will forever remain a 
“small town” — that’s the impor-
tant message I heard as I walked 
through Alameda. I will join my 
colleagues on city council in do-

ing everything I can to safeguard 
our small town quality of life. Thank 
you.

— Tony Daysog

Measure D a reality
Editor:

The hard work paid off: attend-
ing planning board and city council 
meetings; writing letters to newspa-
pers; organizing meetings; recruit-
ing supporters and volunteers; writ-
ing the legal charter change; writing 
the legally required petition; con-
sulting lawyers; collecting 10,000 
signatures (with many volunteers 
working in the rain); validating all 
the signatures; raising funds for 
the campaign; designing and print-
ing signs and fl yers; putting fl yers 
in store windows; putting up yard 
signs; explaining Measure D and en-
couraging people to go to the polls. 
The number of phone calls and 
emails has been staggering.

All of this was done by hundreds 
of dedicated supporters, every one 
a volunteer. If you played a part in 
this great victory, you have given 
a gift to the people of Alameda for 
generations to come.

Congratulations on the success 
of Measure D!

— Mary Theresa Anderson

On the Nob Hill strike
Editor:

The Alameda Sun had a detailed 
article recently on the Raley’s/Nob 
Hill strike (“Nob Hill Employees Go 
on Strike,” Nov. 8) and many area 
TV affi liates have shown footage 
from our own Nob Hill’s exterior. 

I’ve known most all the good 
folks who work there since it re-
placed Payless, including all the 
managers, fl orist, butcher and ca-
shiers; and I’ve yet to see an actual 
recognizable Alameda store em-
ployee among the strikers.  

I’m not sure if the ones holding 
up signs are from other stores or 
union hires, but none appear to be 
from here and I’ve gone at different 
times and days to see who’s there.  
What’s up with that? 

It’s not unusual in other strikes, 
which seem to occur all the time 
in the Bay Area (nurses, teachers, 
auto mechanics, etc.), for other 
people to be brought in but I don’t 
understand the rationale.  

If local staff feel strongly about 
whatever changes they’re strongly 
bargaining for, why wouldn’t the ac-
tual employees be out there to do 
the actual “fi ghting?”  

Any answers from those in 
charge would be appreciated.

— Mike Lano

Thank yous from FAAS
Editor:

Friends of the Alameda Animal 
Shelter (FAAS) held its second an-
nual gala “After the Ball” at Rock 
Wall Wine Company on Oct. 18. 
FAAS wishes to thank the entire 
community for making this its most 
successful event to date. Dona-
tions, auctions, raffl e, sponsorship 
and ticket sales raised more than 
$67,000. FAAS thus met the chal-
lenge from an anonymous donor 
who pledged a match of $50,000, 
bringing the total raised to more 
than $117,000. 

It could not have happened 
without numerous volunteers, the 
FAAS board and staff, as well as all 
the shelter supporters in the com-
munity. Special thanks to our honor-
ary chairs Kathy, Kent and Shauna 
Rosenblum who have done so much 
for FAAS. Thanks also to Asena, R&B 
Cellars, Tucker’s Ice Cream, JC Cel-
lars, Rosenblum Cellars, CocoTutti, 
Christina Balogh-Nunes, Kathy 
Moehring and Lenny Broberg for 
their generosity. 

Several generous sponsors un-
derwrote the cost of the event al-
lowing all proceeds from the event 
support compassionate shelter ser-
vices for Alameda’s animals. 

— Vali Ebert
Chair, After the Ball 

Verbose, unwarranted, 
unreasonable
Editor:

I read the commentary which 
accuses the Alameda Sun of “failing 
every test of journalistic diligence 
and ethics” (“Reader Finds Opinion 
‘Unacceptable,’” Nov. 8). I found the 
writer’s position to be verbose, un-
warranted and unreasonable. 

I assume that the writer consid-
ers that he or she has the intellec-
tual and journalistic credentials to 
offer this attack on the Sun. How-
ever, I remain unconvinced by the 
specious arguments presented.

The Sun quite clearly states, in 
“Our Letters Policy,” its position in 
regard the views of writers. The Sun 
clearly does not take “the writer’s 
position,” nor does the Sun own 
that position.

I suggest this writer, so critical of 
anonymous writers, read the First 
Amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States, in addition to the 
Sun’s, “Our Letters Policy.” 

— Robert F. Robillard

Setting things straight
Editor: 

I would like to thank Henry, Oliv-
ia, Alex, Lauren and John for setting 
the record straight (no pun intend-
ed) (“Actions Often Speak Louder 
than Words,” Oct. 25).

Actually, the record has been 
clear all along. Thank you for pro-
viding witness to the truth in the 
face of crass revisionism.

— Michael Williams

Laughing out loud
Editor:

I’ll stick to straight grapefruit 
juice myself (“Real Alamedans 
Drink Rebel Girls,” Oct 11) but as 
for the Doris Diaries, it’s wonder-
ful. I really enjoyed reading it and 
was reminded that being a teen 
(at least, a middle-class American 
teen) hasn’t substantially changed 
in 90 years. 

Technology is different, but the 
emotions are exactly the same. Do-

Irene Dieter
After attending the Oct. 18 Eco-

nomic Development Commission 
meeting at city hall I came away 
dismayed by the commission’s 
lackluster interest in planning the 
reuse of Alameda Point. 

The occasion marked the fi rst 
of three public presentations on 
the latest economic development 
strategy for Alameda Point. Noting 
that the city faces tough competi-
tion due to a glut of commercial 
space from Berkeley to Fremont, 
the city’s consultant — Keyser 
Marston Associates, Inc. — offered 
several suggestions. As the lone 
public speaker, I added another. 
The commission offered none. 

What strategy for the Point has 
been missing for 15 years? Accord-
ing to the consultant, it’s branding 
— invoking a positive image with 
place-making and identity, adding 
better signage and creating attrac-
tive “front doors,” and sprucing up 
existing eyesores. 

The consultant suggested 
targeted marketing — issuing re-
quests for proposals for certain 
buildings and areas, and provid-
ing a marketing package outlining 
opportunities and constraints for 
investors. We need to become no-
ticed in the commercial real estate 
world, the consultant told us.

Following the presentation 
on this $225,000 federally funded 

study, Chairman Bob Reeves told 
the consultant it had presented 
“nothing new,” that he had heard 
it all before.

Next up, I advocated capitaliz-
ing on our waterfront open space 
with public access as the brand 
identity. Extensive research has 
shown that open space/parkland 
can serve as the anchor and en-
gine for economic development, 
according to a study that Golden 
Gate University’s Center on Urban 
Environmental Law delivered to 
the city last year. 

It is one of the best strategies 
to maintain high urban property 
values and the economic health 
of a community. With the East 
Bay Regional Park District poised 
to build a new 147-acre park 
and manage most of the Veteran 
Administration’s vacant land and 
eventually Enterprise Park, green 
space should be our fi rst land use 
priority and the defi ning center-
piece that distinguishes us from 
other communities.

After I spoke, Reeves imme-

diately lamented about how the 
city had once tried unsuccessfully 
to have an open space design by 
building a golf course and a hotel 
(on the Northwest Territories), but 
that “a group of environmentalists” 
had killed the project because they 
“fought very hard to keep the fi rst 
100 feet of the waterfront undevel-
oped for trails.” Nonsense. 

The project died because the 
city could not fi nd a hotel opera-
tor willing to build a $43.5 million 
luxury hotel at Alameda Point. Ad-
ditionally, the San Francisco Bay 
Conservation and Development 
Commission has jurisdiction over 
the fi rst 100 feet of shoreline.

We need forward thinking, pos-
itive energy that recognizes the 
value of green space as part of an 
economic strategy. It’s one of our 
biggest assets. 

Even our Alameda Point leasing 
agent, PM Realty, touts the Point’s 
“unique ecological and biological 
characteristics” as one of the rea-
sons to locate a business there.

The consultant will bring the 
presentation to the Planning Board 
on Monday, Nov. 26.

Alameda resident Irene Dieter’s 
writings, photos, and videos can be 
seen on islesay.wordpress.com.

Isle Say

Economically Challenged
The city could not 
find a hotel oper-
ator willing to 
build a $43.5 mil-
lion luxury hotel 
at Alameda Point.

Robert E. Doyle
Crown Memorial State Beach is 

arguably one of the crown jewels 
in Alameda, with incredible views 
and the longest beach that’s pub-
licly accessible along San Francisco 
Bay. For close to 50 years East Bay 
Regional Park District (EBPRD) has 

Expansion Plans Put 
Visitor Center in Peril

proudly managed this jewel as 
well as its companions, Crab Cove 
Visitor Center and the Bay Trail, 
for all Alameda residents to enjoy. 
And we’re prepared to expand 
public access to these healthful 
amenities. Now we’re not certain 
we can.

Recent actions taken by the 
city to re-zone an important piece 
of land to accommodate up to 126 
condos on McKay Avenue at the 
west end of the beach not only 
thwarts EBRPD’s public access 
expansion interests but also runs 
counter to the city’s own Parks 
Master Plan, which seeks “to en-
hance partnerships with East Bay 
Regional Park District … to devel-
op and manage parks, enhance ac-
cess to parks and open space and 
to acquire additional parkland.” 

Just to be clear, EBRPD enjoys 
and appreciates great support 
from Alameda residents. In 2008, 
71 percent of Alameda voters 
overwhelmingly supported the 
Park District’s Measure WW park 
bond. 

Language in that measure 
specifi ed the allocation of funds 
to develop much-needed improve-
ments to enhance public access 
to the western end of the beach. 
We’ve been meeting with Alam-
eda offi cials for a number of years 
about this expansion plan. 

The city’s action to adjust zon-
ing to favor a housing developer’s 
interest on McKay Avenue was 
taken without proper notice and 
without completion of an Envi-
ronmental Impact Report (EIR) 
as required by CEQA (California 
Environmental Quality Act). Re-
zoning in this area is incompatible 
with other uses of this neighbor-
hood, namely the community ac-

cess to Crab Cove and its historic 
public beach as well as the sensi-
tive mudfl ats and habitat in the 
immediate vicinity. 

At stake is the privatization of 
one of the last parcels of land that 
could provide increased access 
to the popular Crab Cove Visitor 
Center, improve traffi c circulation 
and parking, and form a buffer to 
protect the important natural re-
sources at Crab Cove. 

We have expressly sought ami-
cable resolution to this confl ict 
with the city regarding the recent 
rezoning action. Unfortunately, its 
response has not been produc-
tive. 

We have no other alternative 
but to seek remedy by the courts, 
thus the district has fi led a lawsuit 
against the city of Alameda.

We hope that the city council 
will reconsider its actions and 
refocus its efforts to work with 
us in making EBRPD’s expansion 
plans a reality for the residents of 
Alameda. 

Taking away access to this 
property for all to enjoy is simply 
heading in the wrong direction.

Robert Doyle is the general 
manager of East Bay Regional Park 
District.

Commentary

Recent actions 
taken ... to rezone 
an important 
piece of land ... 
thwarts EBRPD’s 
public access 
expansion.

ris had me laughing out loud more 
than once; highly recommended.

— Alana Dill

Measure D musings
Editor:

The results of the voting for Mea-
sure D were great, in my opinion, 
and also for more than 75 percent of 
the total voters. It is also interesting 
and almost humorous.

For example, in the voter’s 
pamphlet’s description of the mea-
sure there was no opinion listed as 
against it, only for, and there were 
many worthy supporters.

So my bottom line is that 25 per-
cent of the voters voted “no” for no 
reasons that anyone would admit. 
My guess is that those 25 percent 
are probably employees of Harbor 
Bay Realty, the shopping center, the 
business park (aka “the dunes”) and 
other Ron Cowan enterprises or pri-
vate corporations that may have 
wanted to do business with Ron.

 Alameda, we citizens have prov-
en that voting counts. Remember 
that the next time around some of 
our own city councilmembers want-
ed to give it to us in the shorts. 

And, bye-bye to Bev Johnson 
who felt the heat and has decided 
to escape (with her eyes on Sac-
ramento). We will remember you 
wherever you go.

Thanks for voting.
— Carl Flach
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