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OPINION

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Cronyism here to stay
Editor:

I’d like to respond to Chuck 
Kapelke’s commentary about the 
city’s not taking requests for pro-
posals at Alameda Point (“Why 
Won’t City Solicit Request for 
Proposals?,” Oct. 17).

Speaking as someone who 
works in the industry on an inter-
national scale, I can tell you that 
more and more governments 
(municipal, state and federal) are 
not only going this route, but are 
also charging potential bidders 
for the “privilege” to just view the 
bid documents. A fair and open 
competition is fast disappearing in 
America. Expect more of this cro-
nyism and nepotism in your future.

— Steven Tyler

Heartfelt thanks
Editor:

I recently retired from real 
estate. I was a sales associate 
with Harbor Bay Realty for more 
than 25 years. My broker, Dennis 
Pagones, held a beautiful retire-
ment party for me. Every sales 
associate and rental agent was 
there with best wishes for me. 

 I want to thank everyone 
at Harbor Bay Realty, not only 
for a great retirement party, but 
for their friendship, their loy-
alty, assistance when needed and 
more. I could not have worked 
for a better organization and I 
highly recommend Harbor Bay 
Realty to anyone who is in need 
of real estate services.

— Connie Hanna-Slattery

New building  
will fill need
Editor:

I’m writing in response to Mark 
Greenside’s comments about 
Cardinal Point’s plan to build a 
second facility to house assisted 
living and memory care residents 
next door to Cardinal Point’s pres-
ent building (“Time for a change in 
leadership,” Oct. 3). 

This facility will fill a very great 
need in Alameda for assisted liv-
ing and memory care services 
for those requiring a higher level 
of care than can be offered at the 
present facility.

Quite to the contrary of adding 
to the traffic through the tunnel, it 
will take the place of a deteriorat-
ing restaurant that has sat vacant 
for six years and that once attract-
ed considerable traffic through 
the tubes. The new Cardinal Point 

facility’s assisted living and memory 
care residents will not have cars, as 
they no longer drive and will be pri-
marily transported by bus or van.

Alameda’s leadership is to be con-
gratulated for assisting the develop-
ment of this facility that will provide 
local residents with needed services 
and good paying skilled Alameda 
jobs. 

The facility will be a quiet, low- 
impact home for seniors who have 
earned and require a dignified and 
restful residence for their remaining 
years.

— Dick Spees

No new homes in 
Alameda
Editor:

I suggest that anyone who wants 
more new housing in Alameda take a 
drive around the Island during peak 
commute hours. See how pleasant it 
is trying to get on and off of the Island 
during the morning or evening com-
mute and you will understand that 
our roads are maxed out. 

People whine about smoking on 
Park Street, but how much automo-
bile exhaust are we breathing while 
cars line up waiting to get out of 
Alameda? We are simply turning this 
beautiful Island into a traffic night-
mare. 

Of course, our city “leaders” will 
do anything they can to push new 
housing projects, but all the people I 
know in town are against new devel-
opments. I wonder if our city lead-
ers are being influenced by hidden 
kickbacks from developers instead 
of doing what the majority of the 
citizens of Alameda want? 

A more beneficial approach 
is to stop new housing from being 
developed, increase parkland and 
watch our property values skyrocket 
because of demand.

— Arthur Wong

LWVA forum on tap
Editor:

Each year, millions of dollars are 
spent on state and local election cam-
paigns, with millions more spent by 
political action committees (PACs). 
For example, each 2012 candidate 
for the California Assembly spent be-
tween $500,000 and $4,000,000 to get 
elected. And the U.S. Supreme Court’s 
2010 Citizens United decision makes 
limiting and tracking large campaign 
contributions extremely difficult.

The League of Women Voters of 
Alameda (LWVA) believes that our 
elected officials are honest, princi-
pled public servants. But the increas-
ing amounts of money spent in elec-
tions inevitably reduces the public’s 

trust in the integrity of our electoral 
process.

The LWVA board of directors is 
currently studying local campaign fi-
nance reform and disclosure options. 
For 40 years, the League of Women 
Voters has supported better methods 
of tracking campaign spending and 
financing political campaigns. 

The League of Women Voters of 
the United States’ position states that 
“the methods of financing political 
campaigns should ensure the public’s 
right to know, combat corruption and 
undue influence, enable candidates 
to compete more equitably for pub-
lic office and allow maximum citizen 
participation in the political process.”

LWVA is sponsoring a free commu-
nity forum on local campaign finance 
reform 7 p.m., this evening, Oct. 24, at 
the Community Center of Harbor Bay 
Isle, 3195 Mecartney Road. 

— Karen Butter, Action Chair, 
League of Women Voters of 

Alameda

Don’t forget Jean
Editor:

I’d like to reply to the thank-you 
letter about the buildings being 
painted on Sherman Street (“Success 
Deserves Thanks,” Oct. 17). Let’s 
not forget to thank Jean Sweeney. 
Those buildings are a part of the Jean 
Sweeney Open Space Park. 

It is important to remember 
Sweeney’s tireless efforts to assure 
that this wonderful piece of property 
will be enjoyed by all the residents 
of Alameda.

— Lily Leung

Board President  
sets the record straight
Editor:

I read with interest and some 
sadness Mike Melendez’s com-
mentary about the contract for 
Alameda Unified School District 
(AUSD) Superintendent Kirsten Vital 
(“School Board Misses Kindergarten 
Lesson,” Oct. 17). I was interested 
because Melendez took a sharp-
ly critical tone of the Board of 
Education’s 4 to 1 vote to extend the 
superintendent’s contract. I was sad 
because his piece contained several 
noteworthy misconceptions.

First, Vital would not receive 
$500,000 if the board were to ter-
minate her contract. She would 
receive $300,000 in what is essen-
tially severance pay.

Second, this severance-pay pro-
vision has been a part of at least the 
last three AUSD superintendent con-
tracts (dating back to 2000). It is not 
something new and not something 
for which either the board members 
or superintendent asked.

Third, negotiating an extension 
on a superintendent’s contract 18 
months before it expires is standard 
practice in California. This gives 
superintendents time to find new 
jobs if their boards vote against 
extending the contracts.

Finally, allowing a superinten-
dent to leave before the end of his or 
her contract ends without penalty is 
also standard practice in California. 
(It is not standard in all states.)

While I cannot speak for my fellow 
board members, I would like point out 
that I voted “yes” on extending Vital’s 
contract because I approve of AUSD’s 
direction under her leadership. 

This includes the passage of a 
jobs- and programs-saving parcel 
tax; the creation of innovative edu-
cational programs and schools; and 
the streamlining of the district office 
and budget. This is the kind of prog-
ress I like to see in our district.

— Niel Tam, President, 
AUSD Board of Education

Thank you for  
your support
Editor:

On behalf of the Alameda Boys & 
Girls Club board of directors, staff, 
event committee and especially the 
kids, we extend a huge thank you to 
the 139 players, 55 sponsors, more 
than 70 donors and 18 volunteers 
who generously supported our 25th 
Annual Swing for Great Futures Golf 
Classic presented by Marzolf Broth-
ers Construction on Sept. 23. 

Irene Dieter
Many Alamedans have been 

asking the City Council to remove 
the residential zoning from the 
federal parcel near Crab Cove. 
On Oct. 10, our own Recreation 
and Parks Commission decided 
to send a letter to the council re-
questing the same.

In 2008, voters overwhelmingly 
approved funding for parkland ex-
pansion on this 3.89-acre parcel. 
By law, the East Bay Regional Park 
District (EBRPD) can only pay 
the appraised value for a piece of 
property. This policy led to Tim 
Lewis Communities, LLC, outbid-
ding the district at the public 
auction. Soon thereafter, the city 
granted Tim Lewis’s application to 
rezone the property to residential.

Below are points that have 
been made by city officials, fol-
lowed by counterpoints.

Point: A private citizen/devel-
oper, Tim Lewis Communities LLC, 
owns the property.

Counterpoint: The property 
has been in escrow for almost two 
years and is still owned by the fed-
eral government. 

Point: The city does not own 
the property and therefore cannot 
rezone it.

Counterpoint: The city has al-
ready rezoned this property even 
though it doesn’t own it. 

Point: Alameda has nothing to 
do with the land use of the prop-
erty. 

Counterpoint: The city granted 

the approval for residential devel-
opment. 

Point: The city had to include 
the property in its state-mandated 
housing element.

Counterpoint: The city would 
have met the state criteria without 
this parcel.

Point: This issue is a dispute 
between EBRPD and the federal 
government’s General Services 
Administration (GSA).

Counterpoint: There are two 
disputes. One is a lawsuit between 
EBRPD and the city over the resi-
dential zoning. The other dispute 
is the GSA’s threat to use eminent 
domain to take over McKay Av-
enue to enable utility easements 
for the housing developer.

Point: The City Council can’t 
talk to constituents about the 
parcel because the issue is under 
litigation.

Counterpoint: The city manag-
er, planning services manager, and 
councilmembers have released 
public statements on the issue.

Point: EBRPD should use its 
financial resources to preserve 
open space and fund community 
parks, rather than generating cost-
ly litigation.

Counterpoint: EBRPD is using 
its financial resources to preserve 
and fund parks. The city rezoned 
the property to residential, which 
undermined the park district ef-

fort to preserve open space, and 
generated costly litigation.

Point: EBRPD could make an 
offer to Tim Lewis to purchase 
the property in order to expand 
Crown Beach.

Counterpoint: Tim Lewis does 
not yet own the property, the fed-
eral GSA still does. But even if Tim 
Lewis did own it, a sale to EBRPD 
would be a giveaway of taxpayer 
money because the new price 
would be based on the more valu-
able residential zoning. 

Point: The city cannot turn the 
parcel into public property.

Counterpoint: The city can 
create, rather than frustrate, the 
conditions to do so, particularly 
through zoning that helps EBRPD 
acquire it.

Point: The GSA plans to seize 
McKay Avenue because of actions 
taken by EBRPD that are interfer-
ing with the sale of the property to 
Tim Lewis.

Counterpoint: The eminent 
domain action is between the 
federal GSA and the California De-
partment of Parks and Recreation 
—not EBRPD. The existing deed 
and state law are interfering with 
the sale — not EBRPD. The state 
parks department cannot provide 
utility easement to a private de-
veloper. The GSA auctioned the 
property under false pretenses 
without first checking with state 
officials.

Read more of Irene Dieter’s writ-
ings at http://islesay.wordpress.com.

Crab Cove Housing 
Point, Counterpoint

Isle Say

Correction
In last week’s edition the Alam-

eda Sun incorrectly identified Alam-
eda Police Department Chief Paul 
Rolleri as Mike Rolleri. 

We were blessed with beauti-
ful weather, a spectacular course 
and venue at Sequoyah Country 
Club, and a jovial evening full of 
camaraderie, good food and spirits. 
And because of your generosity, we 
generated more than $70,000. This 
made it our most successful tourna-
ment to date.

The big winners, of course, are 
the youth we serve. The proceeds 
from this event directly fund the 
operating expenses required to 
run our organization and make a 
critical difference in the lives of 
our members.

A big shout out to Wayne and 
Roland Marzolf for initiating this 
event 25 years ago to benefit Alam-
eda Boys & Girls Club. 

We also want to thank our ma-
jor sponsors: Catellus Development 
Corporation; Rich Sherratt;  Nation-
al Metal Fabricators;  Trans Pacific 
National Bank; Alan Metheny, Wells 
Fargo Advisors; Otaez Mexican Res-
taurant; Ballena Technologies, Inc.; 
San Franola Granola; Provident 
Credit Union; Property Investment 
Services; The Hayes Family; One 
Toyota of Oakland, Brad Barnett; 
Michael McDonough, Principal 
Financial Group; and George Full-
wood, California Car Care Systems.

For a complete list of our spon-
sors, donors, committee members, 
volunteers and winners, as well 
photos of the day compliments of 
Al Wright, Raintree Studios, visit  
www.swingforgreatfutures.com.

Thanks again for all that you do 
to inspire, engage and empower  
Alameda youth.

— Burny Matthews
President, Board of Directors, 

Alameda Boys & Girls Club

An open letter 
The Alameda Sun received a 

copy of this letter.

Dear Friends of Alameda Parks:
Whenever you and your family 

are enjoying one of the 19 parks 
in Alameda, you begin to under-
stand how fortunate we all are to 
have such a wonderful recreation 
and park system in place. Thanks 
to our Alameda Recreation and 
Park Department (ARPD) and the 
organizations that support the 
various ARPD programs, the parks 
in Alameda have always offered a 
safe, enjoyable and healthy envi-
ronment, while the programs have 
offered a diverse set of opportuni-
ties for youngsters, teens, adults 
and the elderly.

The Alameda Friends of the 
Parks Foundation (FOTP) is a non-
profit organization operated by 
volunteers to support parks and 
the programs that utilize them. In 
fact, close to 100 percent of all 
donations go directly to programs, 
equipment and services related to 
Alameda recreation programs and 
parks. 

FOTP helped purchase and 
install outdoor exercise equipment 
at Washington and Lincoln parks. 
FOTP sponsored the Starlight 
Movies in the Park, funded schol-
arships in ARPD’s pre-kindergar-
ten and after-school programs 
and sponsored the Annual Teen 
Halloween Haunted House at South 
Shore Center.

Our foundation also held its 
inaugural “Play for the Parks” Golf 
Tournament, Dinner and Auction on 
Sept. 25. It was a true success, with 

more than 80 players and 130 din-
ner and auction attendees.

Our foundation counts on 
community support to help main-
tain the programs and services 
offered by ARPD, as well as vari-
ous organizations throughout 
Alameda that focus on wellness 
and community participation. 

A gift of $50, $100, $500 or 
more can make a huge difference 
in what we can achieve and what 
we can support. Please consider 
making a donation today. 

Visit www.alamedaparks.org 
to donate.

— William Delaney, 
President, Alameda Friends of 

the Parks Foundation


