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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express views 
of the writers and do not 
necessarily reflect the opin-
ions of the Alameda Sun, its 
advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Mike Melendez 
The Alameda Unified School 

District (AUSD) Board of Educa-
tion sets the direction for Alame-
da’s public schools. The board em-
ploys Superintendent Kirsten Vital 
as the District’s chief executive 
officer, “to implement all board 
decisions” and “to support board 
operations and decision making.” 

A good working relationship 
between the board and Vital is the 
foundation for a smooth-running 
district. If the board and Vital can-
not work well together, the board 
should have the prerogative to 
hire a new superintendent. Every 
two years, board elections are held 
that can alter the board’s compo-
sition. At the very least, each new 
board should have the ability to 
evaluate its relationship with the 
superintendent and, within a rea-
sonable time, make any changes it 
deems appropriate. 

The next board election is No-
vember 2014, and the new board 
will take office in December 2014. 
That board should have the unfet-
tered opportunity to select its own 
superintendent. But the currently-
sitting board effectively has taken 
away that opportunity. The board 
recently voted 4-1 to extend the 
superintendent’s contract from 
July 1, 2015 to July 1, 2016. In other 
words, the superintendent’s new 
contract term will expire just a few 
months before the next board’s 
term will end. 

If the new board desires to 

hire a new superintendent, it can 
… for a price. Presumably, the 
board would need to buy out the 
remaining term Vital’s contract. 
Assuming that the board decided 
to hire a new superintendent in 
July 2015 — when her previous 
contract had been scheduled to 
expire — it would need to pay  
Vital at least a year’s salary, or 
more than $200,000. 

But wait, there’s more. Another 
provision in the superintendent’s 
contract provides that the dis-
trict may “unilaterally and without 
cause ... terminate ... the superin-
tendent’s employment at any time 
on 60 days’ notice.” The kicker is 
that this “right” requires the dis-
trict to pay Vital 18 months’ salary 
and health benefits, significantly 
more than $300,000. 

So to make a change, the 
District would have to pay the 
remainder of superintendent’s 
contract, plus the $300,000 termi-
nation fee. That could cost more 
than $500,000, or roughly the 
amount required to lease the dis-
trict offices in Marina Village for an 
entire year. 

In return for that payment, 
Vital would have the same obliga-
tions to the district that Jeff Ted-
ford has to the Cal football team: 

none. And the contract does not 
appear to include a mitigation 
provision. So even if the superin-
tendent found another job or won 
the lottery, she still would receive 
the payment. 

The board reasons that extend-
ing the contract will allow AUSD to 
keep a hard-working, committed 
superintendent who will marshal 
through a proposed bond mea-
sure. That reasoning is disingenu-
ous. First, if Vital’s contract had 
not been extended from its origi-
nal July 1, 2014 expiration date, 
she would have had more than 
six months to prove herself to the 
2014 board. 

That would have been suffi-
cient time for the 2014 board to 
decide if it wanted to keep Vital on 
its team. For the current board to 
usurp the 2014 board’s ability to 
make that determination is simply 
petulant. 

Second, the proposed bond 
measure is expected to be on the 
November 2014 ballot, more than 
a year-and-a-half before the new 
expiration date for the superin-
tendent’s contract. Extending 

School Board Misses 
Kindergarten Lesson

Adopt-a-Bed update 
Editor:

The Alameda Homeless Net-
work would like to thank individu-
als and groups who contributed 
to the Midway Shelter for abused 
women and their children during 
the month of September. A num-
ber of the listed donors contrib-
uted several times during this 
period.

We couldn’t have reached Sep-
tember’s goal without the help 
of Lois Pryor, Barbara Anderson, 
Ginny Krutilek, Betty Sanderson, 
Janet Baber and Harlyn Trayer.

Lance and Sandra Russum 
donated in memory of: Bob Blom-
berg. Genevieve Martini, Toni 
O’Maley, Edward Yip, John Coghe 
and Ruth Mueller all gave gener-
ously, as did Batty Baca, Don 
Kane and Christine Gibson. 

Jeanne Peterson and Lor-
raine Musser donated to the 
shelter in September as did 
Rachelle Perata, Varetta Mayes 
and Stephanie Butler.

Train with Lucie gave, as did 
Isle City Institute #51 YLI. Maria 
Ailene Galindo and Allison Pilmer 
joined Li S Lim, Ashley Stapleton, 
Ginnon Cunningham, Stephanie 
Tran and Joyce Mercado in open-
ing their hearts and pocketbooks 
to help the shelter. Mikaela Whit-
more, Jodi van Loben Sels, Nancy 
L. Brandt, Karen Kokame joined 
them with their generosity. 

Brian and Kathleen Schumach-
er helped the shelter last month, 
as did Sarah Cruz, Edmund Lemi, 
Sothera Sang and Paula Patillo-
Dupree. 

Winifred and Frank Ghiglione 
joined Robert McBride, Keith 
Nealy, Audrey Aljoe, Jeanne Ka-
plan, Sarah Neuhoff and Lou To-
epfer in making the shelter a more 
comfortable place for homeless 
women and children. 

There was one anonymous do-
nor in September. 

To join this list of generous, 
helpful people, send your contri-
bution to Alameda Homeless Net-
work, P.O. Box 951, Alameda, CA 
94501. To learn more, call 523-2377 
or visit www.midwayshelter.org

— Ginny Krutilek

Open letter to residents
The Alameda Sun received a 

copy of this letter.

Dear Alameda Resident:
The following declaration was 

recently made by the Bay Isle 
Pointe Board of Directors who 
represent 362 homes in Harbor 
Bay. We urge all residents of Alam-

Commentary

In return for that payment, Vital 
would have the same obligations to 
the District that Jeff Tedford has to 
the Cal football team: none. 
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Chuck Kapelke
I was surprised to read that 

the city is already starting to hold 
closed-door negotiations with two 
companies — Charles Company 
and DeBartolo Development — for 
the plum prize of developing at Al-
ameda Point. 

I was further dismayed to see 
that these companies (at least based 
on their websites) have no record of 
creating innovative, architecturally 
interesting, or environmentally sus-
tainable buildings. In fact, they both 
seem to build the 
kind of bland re-
tail projects that 
can be found in 
pretty much ev-
ery city and sub-
urb in America.

In my naïve 
fantasy, I had 
been expect-
ing Alameda’s 
city leaders to 
announce a Re-
quest for Proposals, (RFP) that they 
would send to world-class develop-
ers around the globe. 

On the one hand, this document 
would make a compelling pitch to 
prospective partners, laying out 
the countless benefits of building 
at Alameda Point, including the 
unmatched views of San Francisco 
and the bridges, easy ferry access, 
as well as strong schools and other 
virtues of Alameda itself.

Meanwhile, the RFP would list 
a series of questions that develop-
ers would be required to answer to 
prove they have the bona fides and 
values to be a part of our commu-
nity: How do you propose to make 
the Point family-friendly and archi-
tecturally interesting, in keeping 
with the rest of our city? 

How many LEED-certified build-
ings have you developed? What is 

your record of 
generating jobs 
and attracting 
top-tier business-
es? How do you 
intend to work 
with the com-
munity as your 
project moves 
forward? Most 
importantly, use 
detailed descrip-
tions and visual 

renderings to show exactly what 
you propose to develop here and 
explain how you would be offering 
the best bang for the buck.

This RFP would be sent not just 
to developers, but also to leading 
architects and designers; to high-
tech companies like Google and 
Facebook potentially in need of 
adjunct campuses; to universities 
(paging Janet Napolitano!); and to 
other leading-edge businesses and 

eda to join us in opposition to this 
outrageous new proposal by Harbor 
Bay Isle Associates. (HBIA)

Declaration of the Board of Di-
rectors Bay Isle Pointe Homeown-
ers’ Association: The Bay Isle Pointe 
Board of Directors is strongly op-
posed to the proposal by HBIA to re-
locate the Harbor Bay Club outside 
of Harbor Bay Isle. We object to the 
building of eighty (80) new homes 
on land that was originally planned 
to be open space and recreation land 
for the entire Harbor Bay Isle com-
munity.

We feel that the population den-
sity of Harbor Bay Isle is already at 
its maximum.The 80 new homes will 
increase our school population, in-
crease our commute hour traffic and 
eliminate the main recreation facility 
within our community.

Our property values will be nega-
tively impacted with the loss of the 
club as an amenity when selling 
our homes. Property values of the 
homes adjacent to the school and on 
the opposite side of Robert Davies 
Drive will be affected severely by 
the traffic and parking bottlenecks 
at school drop off and pick up times.

The proposed new location at 
the foot of Island Drive has previ-
ously been deemed unfit for new 
homes due to the airport’s impact. 
Why would we deem it now fit for 
our homeowners and their children 
to have as a recreation area?

We urge our neighbors in Harbor 
Bay Isle and Bay Farm to join us in 
opposing this development.

Visit www.harborbayneighbors.
wordpress.com to keep posted on 
HBIA’s latest maneuvers to impact 
our community.

— Marie Kane
President, Bay Isle Pointe 

Board of Directors

Hats off to the theater
Editor:

As a member of Oakland Yacht 
Club and its race committee, I want-
ed to recognize and thank Alameda 
Theatre & Cineplex for their posi-
tive impact to our community with 
their initial support of America’s 
Cup by hosting the Artemis Racing 
Event, Friday, March 1. The event al-
lowed our community to meet team 
members and begin to catch Ameri-
ca’s Cup fever. 

As the racing progressed, 
through trials, tragedy and tri-
umphs, Alameda watched. In Sep-
tember, the America’s Cup races 
commenced, with many making 
their way to the San Francisco wa-
terfront, others gathering in front of 
televisions and watching YouTube 
replays but by far the best oppor-

Why Won’t City Solicit 
Request for Proposals?

incubators looking for space. 
The RFP would generate massive 
buzz and send teams scurrying 
to put together jaw-dropping 
proposals that would show how 
their plans would keep costs low 
while delivering on everything 
Alameda wants and more.

I envisioned myself six 
months from now, sitting with 
my fellow Alamedans in City Hall, 
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They both seem 
to build the kind 
of bland retail 
projects that can 
be found in pretty 
much every city 
in America.

Commentary

tunity to feel like you were at the 
races, with the advantage of the 
details of television coverage, was 
Alameda Theatre & Cineplex’s free 
big screen viewings of the America’s 
Cup races, where you could almost 
feel the spray as Oracle and Emir-
ates foiled upwind! 

Thank you to the people at Alam-
eda Theatre & Cineplex for supporting 
America’s Cup and Alameda as a com-
munity that hosted Artemis and Luna 
Rossa competitors and their families. 

— Debby Ratto

Animal shelter  
says  “thanks”
Editor:

Friends of the Alameda Animal 
Shelter (FAAS) had a successful After 
The Ball (ATB) event on Sept. 27 with 
more than 300 people attending and 
$85,000 raised for abandoned pets in 
Alameda. We are grateful to every-
one who attended ATB and ensured 
a big success for the animals. 

We appreciate the support from 
the sponsors of ATB: Kent and Kathy 
Rosenblum, MBH Architects, Provi-
dence Veterinary Hospital and Clin-
ic, US Bank, Jiva Creative, Rock Wall 
Wine Company, Alameda Pet Hospi-
tal, Bank of Alameda, Park Centre An-
imal Hospital, Bay Area News Group 
— the Alameda Journal, Gail Soares-
Artikaslan EA, Christina Balogh-
Nunes, Michael and LeeAnne Baker, 
Janine Boehm, Urban Island Home 
Furnishings, Excel Graphics, Alam-
eda Funeral and Cremation Services, 
Edward Jones Investments — Office 
of Deb Knowles, Fidelity Insurance 
Services, John L. Lipp and Peter Lun-
ny, Roger Duke Farmers Insurance, 
Mim Carlson and Bob Treppa, Noth-
ing Bundt Cakes, Harbor Bay Realty, 
Sterling Mortgage Specialists, Tonya 
Perme Photography and “In Memory 
of Judy Salamon, devoted animal ad-
vocate.”

We also thank Rock Wall and 
the other wonderful wineries who 
attended ATB and poured their 
outstanding wines for all to enjoy.
They were: R&B Cellars, Fog Line 
Vineyards, J.C. Cellars, Rosenblum 
Cellars, Thiel Family Wines, Urban 
Legend Cellar and Prospect 772 Wine 
Company. A very special thanks to 
Vali Ebert, ATB event chairperson 
and her great committee.

The pets of Alameda are lucky to 
have such a generous community.

Thank you, Alameda!
— Mim Carlson

FAAS Executive Director

Skip the flag waving
Editor:

In response to “Chinese Culture 
Does Deserve Celebration,” Oct. 10, 
Leave out the flag waving and all 
will be well. People could actually 
appreciate a real cultural exchange. 
No flags needed.

— Maria Gordanier

Thanks from the League
Editor:

The League of Women Voters 
of Alameda (LWVA) hosted the 
October evening mixer of the 
Alameda Chamber of Commerce on 
Oct. 9. LWVA would like to thank the 
community and local businesses for 
their attendance at the event. LWVA 
was thrilled with the turnout, both 
from the public and members of the 
business community.

It was a pleasure to host the 
mixer for the Alameda Chamber of 
Commerce. Support was given to 
this event by Total Woman Gym 
and Spa, who generously offered 
their Alameda location for the 
event. R&B Cellars provided their 
outstanding local wine and Cardel 
Catering delivered an excellent 
spread of hor d’oeuvres. Thank 
you very much to these outstand-
ing Alameda businesses. I would 
also thank Mayor Marie Gilmore, 
Assistant City Manager Elizabeth 
Warmerdam, and Alameda Police 
Department’s finest for attending 
and showing their support of LWVA.

The mission of LWVA is to 
encourage informed and active 
participation in government and 
to influence public policy through 
education and advocacy. Join us 
in “making democracy work” by 
attending upcoming forums, pre-
sentations and events and becom-
ing a member of LWVA. 

Visit http://alameda.ca.lwvnet.
org for more information.

— Gayle Thomas
LWVA Membership Chair


