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OPINION

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Scouts need help
Editor:

Alameda’s Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica Troop 73 bike-riding team the 
“Storm Troopers” is gearing up 
to raise money to contribute to 
the war on ALS (Lou Gehrig’s Dis-
ease). This is a horrible debilitat-
ing disease that gradually robs 
the victim of muscle control and 
ultimately leads to death. 

At this point there is no cure. 
On Saturday, Sept 28, the Storm 
Troopers will join more than 45 
other teams in an attempt to raise 
$400,000 to help solve the puzzle 
of ALS so a cure can be found. 

To help the young Alameda 
riders meet their goal, Google 
Storm Troopers, ALS ride, Napa, 
2013. Once you get to the Storm 
Troopers web page, click on the 
“Donate” button. 

On the Storm Troopers’ last 
ride they were one of the top 10 
fundraisers, but this year they are 
far from getting there. Your sup-
port is desperately needed. 

— Bobby Kirwin, Troop 73

Value in the details
Editor:

Every year we have the Al-
ameda Home Tour, where peo-
ple spend good money to walk 
through some of the older homes 
here and marvel at their beauty. 
And then I see notices of bunga-
lows, Victorians and other older 
homes for sale with pictures of all 
their updates, inevitably with ceil-
ing fans, granite counters, con-
temporary bathroom fixtures, etc.

What far too many fail to realize 
is that there is great value for the 
older homes in the period details. 
If there weren’t, we’d never have 
an Alameda Home Tour. I’ve seen 
many period homes in my East End 
neighborhood sell for far over their 
asking prices when the owners 
had made conscientious efforts to 
restore and/or preserve the older 
homes with period details. 

This means preserving var-
nished woodwork and hardwood 
floors and using period reproduc-
tion lighting fixtures and hard-
ware. It also means not slathering 
everything with paint; especially 
varnished woodwork, door hing-
es, cabinet latches, pulls, door 
escutchens, etc.

A 1,000-square-foot two-bed-
room, one-bath bungalow around 
the corner from me, near the 
corner of Versailles and San Jose 
avenues, sold for $650,000 two 
years ago. That was long before 
the latest real estate climb, and 

was a time still considered to be 
recessionary for real estate. The 
owners had stripped the paint 
from the woodwork in the living 
and dining rooms, put in new dou-
ble-paned wooden windows, and 
new Frank Lloyd Wright inspired 
stained glass around the fireplace. 
The kitchen had not been updat-
ed in decades and still had old 
Formica counters, but the rest of 
the home was so lovely, it sold at 
an enormous premium.

When you take an older home 
and attempt to modernize it with 
ceiling fans and other current- 
styled fixtures, it always looks like 
a failed attempt to make it into a 
contemporary home. Such homes 
are more difficult to sell and sell 
for less. The older homes are an-
tiques and have their values in 
their period styles. If you want a 
contemporary home, there are 
plenty over in Harbor Bay and 
other similar developments. If 
you buy an older home, it costs 
little more to do it in a period 
style and you greatly enhance 
your property value.

— Russ Button

Cowan analysis  
points to “sell”
Editor: 

As a professional in the finan-
cial services industry, it is my job 
to analyze a company’s financials 
and past management perfor-
mance to predict the likelihood 
of a positive outcome if my client 
invests in the stock.

In reviewing Ron Cowan’s Har-
bor Bay Isle Associates (HBIA), 
the financial analysis is terrify-
ing. A quick Google search of Ron 
Cowan brings up an investigative 
article by the East Bay Express. 
The article showed: 

n Early 1990s: a $22 million 
loan from two California Union 
Pension Funds to save his failing 
company.

n 1996: bankruptcy and de-
fault on loans.

n Late 1990s: a $34 million 
loan from Lehman Brothers.

n 2002: a growing loan balance 
of $43.1 million and another Cow-
an default.

As for management perfor-
mance, after $65.1 million in 
loan defaults, a bankruptcy, an 
FBI subpoena to HBIA during its 
public corruption probe of Sena-
tor Don Perata and the seizure of 
338 of the 350 acres of the Harbor 
Bay Business Park HBIA originally 
owned, I would have to ask “what 
is the likelihood of a positive out-
come of Cowan’s current idea for 

a new Harbor Bay Club relocated in 
a business park and 80 new homes 
where the current club is located?”

As a financial professional I’d 
tell my clients to stay away from 
this one! It’s a sell, not a buy. They 
would be better served investing in 
a company with proven financial re-
sponsibility.

I urge you to register your disap-
proval of this idea at http://harbor-
bayneighbors.wordpress.com

— Jersey Lynch

Fact checking for reader
Editor:

Michele Ellson’s article (“Harbor 
Bay Developer Unveils Plans for 
Club,” Sept. 5) stated that the City 
Council turned down the plan to 
build 80 homes on the Mif Albright 
Golf Course in a swap for property 
in the Harbor Bay Business Park.

Instead, a city-wide volunteer 
effort collected 10,000 signatures 
to put Measure D on the ballot and  
Alameda voters defeated that 
scheme by a nearly 80 percent mar-
gin in November 2011. 

— John Nolan

Editor’s note: On March 6, 
2011, the City Council voted 5 to 0 
to reject the land swap that would 
have allowed developer Ron Cowan 
build homes on the Mif Albright Golf 
Course. It was not until eight months 
after the City Council vote that the 
voters passed Measure D. 

That November 2011 vote 
changed the charter to force the city 
to go to the voters with land-swap 
deals like the one that involved 
the Mif Albright Golf Course. There 
was no such provision in the char-
ter when the City Council voted on 
March 6, 2011. 

Anchor-out will resist
Editor:

They are finally going to remove 
some of the wrecks and clean up the 
estuary. All for it. They are also target-
ing the unregistered boats in marinas, 
just not all of them. Why is that? Oh, 
some still pay the sneak-a-board rents 
and aren’t a problem. Then there are 
legitimate anchor-outs (boaters who 
live on working boats.)

The California State Lands Com-
mission signed and delivered the 
notices of trespass. The commis-
sion’s lawyer Peter Pelkofer told me 
that the Alameda County Sheriff’s 
Department will arrest us and forc-
ibly remove us from our boats. 

The commission will then declare 
our boats abandoned and remove 
them. According to Pelkofer this is a 
tactic the commission has success-
fully used before. Pelkofer was very 
careful to point out that the state 
would bill us for the cost of removal, 
storage and administrative fees.

Yes there are marginal people in 
our community. Poor people with 
extremely limited resources, people 
addicted to legal and illegal drugs, 
thieves and scrap collectors, her-
mits and fearful people. I believe I 
have a right to live on the water. I 
hate bullies and I will resist.

— Michael West

AEF thanks community
Editor: 

As president of the Alameda  
Education Foundation (AEF) I’d 
like to thank the community for 
supporting the Equipped 4 Suc-
cess community wide school sup-
ply drive. Thanks to our generous 
community, 1,000 Alameda public 
school students were able to start 
the school year on the right foot 
with new backpacks filled with 
school supplies.

Equipped 4 Success was spon-
sored by AEF; the Alameda Unified 
School District; the Alameda Collab-
orative for Children, Youth and Fam-
ilies (ACCYF); the Alameda Point 
Collaborative (APC); the Alameda 
Boys and Girls Club; Alameda Head 
Start and Girls Inc. of the Island City.

In addition to our community 
partners, AEF would like to thank 
Supervisor Wilma Chan, Alameda 
South Shore Center and Office Max. 
We could not have accomplished 
our goal without the help of the Ro-
tary, Kiwanis and Harbor Bay clubs. 
The Chamber of Commerce pitched 
in, as did the Alameda Social Club, 
Kaiser Permanente Imaging Group, 
the Park Street Business Associa-
tion and the Family Giving Tree.

Our hats are also off to Christ 
Episcopal Church, Trinity Luther-
an Church, Twin Towers Lutheran 
Church, Alameda Police Managers 

Karin Lucas
Several representatives of the 

City of Alameda have denied all 
responsibility for the controversy 
about the Neptune Pointe parcel. 
The roughly four-acre Neptune 
Pointe site is located adjacent to 
Crab Cove, at the western end of 
Crown Beach. Crown Beach in-
cluding Crab Cove is operated by 
the East Bay Regional Park District 
(EBRPD). 

After the federal government 
no longer needed the parcel, the 
General Services Administration 
(GSA) put it up for sale. When the 
United States Department of Ag-
riculture used Neptune Pointe, it 
was zoned administrative/profes-
sional. The state of California owns 
McKay Avenue, which provides 
access to Crab Cove and Neptune 
Pointe. The federal government 
had reserved utility easements 
under McKay Avenue to serve its 
Neptune Pointe facilities.

When EBRPD became aware 
that the federal government no 
longer needed Neptune Pointe, the 
park district designated the site 
for park expansion. In September 
2008, the City Council endorsed 
the park expansion. The voters ap-
proved the expansion and funded 
it with a 71 percent “yes” vote for 
Measure WW in November 2008.

Neptune Pointe went to auc-
tion in June 2011. The park district 
offered the fair market value price 
of $1.5 million based on its zon-
ing as administrative/professional 
property. Tim Lewis Communities 
(TLC), a high-end developer with 
other residential projects planned 
in Alameda, offered $3.075 mil-

lion, obviously with the intent to 
use the site for the construction 
of housing. TLC still has not pur-
chased Neptune Pointe, although 
the city accommodated the devel-
oper by rezoning Neptune Pointe 
to “residential” on July 3, 2012, 
increasing the property’s value 
considerably. 

Since then EBRPD has filed a 
lawsuit against the city. The suit 
alleges that the rezoning occurred 
without the legally required no-
tices and environmental review, 
and violated Measure A, the City 
Charter provision limiting housing 
density. 

Of course, when the city grant-
ed the new “residential” zoning, it 
also ignored the voter-approved 
Measure WW, which authorized 
and funded EBRPD’s acquisition of 
Neptune Pointe. 

The State of California has stat-
ed that it will not be able to grant 
the utility easement rights under 
the street, something TLC requires 
for its proposed housing develop-
ment. The state cannot grant such 
rights for private purposes. GSA, 
which still has not received the 
purchase price from TLC after 
more than two years from entering 
into a contract, has now threat-
ened to condemn McKay Avenue 
so that TLC can get the necessary 
easement rights. 

Condemnation proceedings by 
law are required to serve a public 
purpose. In this case the condem-
nation would benefit a private de-
veloper and render the public park 
expansion impossible.

Mayor Marie Gilmore and the 
City Council must realize that 

they are not innocent bystand-
ers. When they rezoned Neptune 
Pointe “residential” the following 
occurred:

They went against their own 
September 2008 endorsement 
of the use of Neptune Pointe for 
park expansion. They ignored the 
will of the 71 percent of the Alam-
eda voters who approved Measure 
WW in November 2008. They took 
a position against EBPRD, the re-
gional organization that makes in-
valuable contributions to maintain 
and enhance our island’s natural 
beauty and livability, all at no cost 
to the city.

Many Alamedans have called 
and emailed the councilmembers 
asking that the city rezone Nep-
tune Pointe “open space” for park 
expansion. Again, they ignore us 
— all for the benefit of a private 
developer.

We formed Friends of Crown 
Beach to support the expansion of 
Crown Beach to Neptune Pointe. 
Read more and join us at http://
friendsofcrownbeach.com.

Karin Lucas is a former city 
council member and a co-founder of 
Friends of Crown Beach.

Association, Peter’s Kettle Corn, as 
well as the many local businesses 
and organizations that hosted do-
nation bins and helped us with sort-
ing and packing.

AEF would also like to thank the 
many generous individuals who do-
nated funds and supplies. These in-
clude Jim Franz from ACCYF, Luana 
Espana from APC and Thelma Garvey 
from Alameda Head Start. We know 
there are many others who made this 
drive a success who may not be men-
tioned here. Thank you all!

More information on the drive, 
including all the businesses that 
hosted bins, may be found on 
the foundation website at www. 
AlamedaEducation.org.

— Bill Sonneman

Chamber says ‘thanks’
Editor:

What a fabulous time was had 
by all who attended the second 
annual Neptune Beach Community 
Celebration on historic Webster 
Street presented by the Alameda 
Chamber of Commerce. 

We’d like to thank our sponsors 
and chamber members for helping 
make this event a success, includ-
ing: Alameda Landing, Tim Lewis 
Communities, Alameda Municipal 
Power, Bay Ship & Yacht Co., Alam-
eda County Industries, First Com-
munity Bank, East Bay Municipal 
Utilities District, Comcast, Trans 
Pacific National Bank, the city of  
Alameda and the Alameda Sun.

The mission of the Alameda 
Chamber of Commerce is to ad-
vocate and promote all the won-
derful businesses in Alameda. The 

best place to show that advocacy 
and support was on historic Web-
ster Street with West Alameda 
Business Association’s (WABA) 
Patricia Young giving us a warm 
welcome and the generous use of 
her office!

The variety of entertainment 
provided by local bands, dancers 
and authors shows the great diver-
sity and amazing talent we have on 
our Island. The Chamber greatly ap-
preciates their support making this 
event possible. 

As always, an event of this 
magnitude would not be possible 
without our chamber members 
and local volunteer organizations 
stepping up to assist. The follow-
ing groups filled the 98-plus vol-
unteer positions needed to make 
our event a success: Alameda Elks 
BPOE 1015, Bank of Alameda, Gal-
lagher & Lindsey, Kane & Associ-
ates, Kiwanis Club of Alameda, 
Mastick Senior Center and our 
own Alameda Chamber of Com-
merce board of directors and 
ambassadors. Members of the 
Kiwanis Key Club and the Rotary 
Interact Club also assisted in set-
ting up the event and managing 
the bicycle parking area.

We would also like to thank Sam 
Koka (SK Auto), Carrie Wright (ACI) 
for our electric “wheels,” Mike De-
lucchi and Sherilyn Escoto (Trans 
Pacific Bank) for our ice parking, 
Joe Dalipe (Island City Express) for 
his muscle, Jeff Farrar (Taylor Street 
Lot) and Maryam Holder (US Bank) 
for their parking lots and to the fab-
ulous team of Dawna Dowdell and 
Oscar Flores (Bank of Alameda) for 

The City Is No Friend 
of Crown Beach

managing our receipts both days. 
Our gratitude is also extended 
to Police Chief Paul Rolleri with 
Lieutenant Rob Frankland and of-
ficers John Kaanehe, Rich Soto, 
Jarrod Suth and Mike Gandara 
for assisting with security for our 
event.

Our final thanks goes to you, 
our Alameda community, who 
came out in the heat to sup-
port WABA, enjoy the music, 
fine wines from R&B Cellars, 
Rock Wall Winery and Rosen-
blum Cellars, have a bite to eat 
and let your children relive the  

Many Alamedans 
have called and 
emailed the coun-
cilmembers ask-
ing that the city 
rezone Neptune 
Point to “open 
space.”
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