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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the 
city of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express views 
of the writers and do not 
necessarily reflect the opin-
ions of the Alameda Sun, its 
advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.

Driving off the cliff
Editor: 

Alameda Fire Department 
(AFD) Chief Mike D’Orazi certain-
ly did a good job in attempting to 
justify his staffi ng for AFD union 
local 689. D’Orazi retired from 
AFD in 2007. He served as head 
of and chief negotiator for the Lo-
cal 689 Firefi ghters Union. He will 
do anything possible to keep his 
union personnel employed. 

He currently makes more than 
$150,000 in pension and benefi ts. 
He is also paid $90,000 a year as 
acting fi re chief. 

Our personnel budget for his 
fi refi ghters is $18,452,000 which 
averages $177,452 per person. If 
we get to the right staffi ng as rec-
ommended by the International 
City/County/Management Asso-
ciation (ICMA) we can save our 
city more than $5 million a year. 
We also would not have a budget 
problem. 

I researched ICMA and found 
that it is a nonprofi t professional 
organization that has worked 
with more than 9,000 cities and 
counties since 1914. ICMA is held 
in high standards for its work in 
recommending the right course 
of action for cities. 

D’Orazi, on the other hand, 
is simply a retired fi re chief that 
the city brought back. If you re-
call, it was D’Orazi who blamed 
budget cuts for watching a man 
drown. 

They had enough money in 
the budget to show up and watch 
that disgraceful debacle that put 
a huge black eye on this city. 

Our city government has sto-
len all our money and will contin-
ue to do so. The city council and 
city manager continue to drive 
us toward the cliff. It will not be 
long before we drive off it. 

— Marshall Cromer

Antics won’t fly
Editor:

I am appalled at the recent re-
porting of a lease agreement put-
ting the Alameda Unifi ed School 
District’s (AUSD) administrative 
offi ces in Marina Village.

Over the last few years its 
been a constant appeal to vot-
ers to fund schools in Alameda, 
(read we are broke) and I would 

seldom argue against teachers and 
student educational expenditures 
benefi ting the district. 

Administrative expenditure 
reaches like this one (who knows 
the true cost of the lease and renova-
tions to make this group of adminis-
trators comfortable) is an outrage.

I, for one, can’t wait to vote out 
the school board in the next election 
cycle. Superintendent Kirsten Vital 
should resign over this ruse using 
Historic Alameda High School as a 
justifi cation. Who paid for the fence 
around this historic building? Most 
likely it’s the school district. Passing 
the hat again with your pockets inside 
out won’t fl y, at least not with me.

— Mark Schwabl

A heartfelt thanks
Editor:

In May we lost our son, Staff Ser-
geant Thomas Kent Fogarty, who fell 
in action while serving his country 
in Afghanistan. Almost two months 
ago, Thomas was interred in Arling-
ton National Cemetery. During this 
time of bereavement, we have been 
sustained and comforted by the 
support of neighbors and friends in 
Alameda, where Thomas was born 
and grew up.

We thank the Warriors Watch 
Riders, who accompanied Thom-
as’s cortege when his body was re-
turned to Alameda in May and again 
during the transfer to Arlington in 
June. The assistance of the Alam-
eda Unifi ed School District, who 
made Kofman Auditorium available 
for a military service, is also greatly 
appreciated.

We shall always remember the 
honor shown to Thomas by the 
members of the Alameda Fire De-
partment in the course of these 
events. We thank the members of 
the Alameda Police Department for 
their participation as well.

We are deeply grateful for the 
generous contribution of Southwest 
Airlines, who worked with the mili-
tary to transport Thomas’s remains 
with all due honor to Arlington, 
together with the members of our 
family who accompanied him on his 
last journey.

While we have already contact-
ed everyone known to us who sent 
fl owers or contributed to a trust 
fund for Tommy’s children, we take 
this occasion to thank the anony-
mous donors and those whose in-
formation is missing. 

Thomas always loved his home-
town and we were moved to see 
how much he was loved in return 
by his friends and neighbors.

— Stephanie and Mike Fisher
Thomas A. Fogarty

Approval at last
Editor:

Congratulations Alameda! We 
are so fortunate that the city’s lead-
ership has submitted its housing 
element to the state (and that the 
state has accepted and approved 
the submission.)

After years of being out of com-
pliance, Alameda is now eligible to 
apply for state grants, has a good 
chance of avoiding lawsuits with 
their legal costs and loss of auton-
omy over our land-use decisions 
for defying state law: bitter results 
that I, for one, do not wish to risk 
incurring. 

I did sit through the entire city 
council meeting when the housing 
element passed. I found the staff’s 
presentation a thorough and profes-
sional review of the last fi ve years’ 
discussions and the eight to 10 well-
publicized public meetings on the 
housing element. 

This material also provided a 
carefully thought-out analysis of 
the sites chosen, which will en-
hance Alameda’s existing mixed-use 
landscape, preserve areas for light 
industrial and retail, but meet the 
state’s housing requirements. 

The numerous organizations 
that spoke in favor of bringing 
Alameda into compliance with state 
law are not always ones who work 
together. However, there seemed to 
be complete agreement in the need 
to approve the housing element and 
keep city control over our future 
land-use destiny. 

It was appalling to see city staff  
personally berated for “not provid-
ing adequate notice” despite the 
presentation’s inclusion of actual 
notices and news reports of the 
meetings and the resulting discus-
sions on the topic. 

I was surprised and quite favor-
ably impressed by City Manager 
John Russo’s response, after a num-
ber of directly personalized staff 
comments. He stated clearly that he 
stood by his staff’s presentation of 
facts and requested that those mak-
ing derogatory remarks direct such 
comments to him because he was 
the one ultimately responsible for 
their work. In leaving the meeting 
following the favorable vote, I com-
plimented Mr. Russo for standing up 
for the people who work under him, 
it is unfortunately rare for a person 
in his position to defend people can-
not retaliate. 

I urge that we all celebrate the 
anticipated opportunity Alameda 
has to see development of homes 
for all of our community, obtain 
state grants for transportation solu-
tions, and cease to drive Alameda’s 
land-use vehicle by looking in our 
rearview mirror at a world that ex-
isted 40 years ago.

— Helen Sause

Incompetent and lazy 
Editor:

This morning I was driving along 
Shore Line Drive. As I came up to 
the courthouse, two gardeners were 
blowing dust, leaves, garbage and 
other debris from the sidewalk and 
gutter out onto the street and into 
oncoming traffi c. 

This type of “gardening service” 
where leaves and dust are simply 
blown away from the property and 
into the street, other yards and onto 
cars is irresponsible and lazy. But 
this particular gardening service was 
inexcusably blowing garbage over to-
ward the beach. It would have been 
much better for them to leave the 

garbage in the gutter where at least 
the city’s street sweeping service 
would be removing and disposing 
of the garbage properly.

I will also wrote to the city to 
complain about this incompe-
tent gardening service. But does 
your newspaper sometimes in-
vestigate the city’s questionable 
practices?

— Sarah Higgins

All we have
Editor:

On Aug. 2, with no pain, just 
shortness of breath, I left work at 
8 a.m. and drove myself to Alam-
eda Hospital’s emergency room. I 
thought it was my asthma. I was in 
increasing distress. The emergen-
cy room staff immediately took 
me in, did an EKG, chest x-rays, 
started IV’s, and determined I was 
having a heart attack. 

This was a shock. I have no 
history of heart attacks in my fam-
ily and never experienced chest 
pains. The emergency staff, with 
extraordinary professionalism, 
summoned Alameda Fire Depart-
ment (AFD) paramedics who trans-
ported me red lights and siren to 
the Summit Cardiac Center cath 
lab for an emergency angioplasty 
and a stent. All this before noon.

Having my own HMO with its 
facilities in Oakland, I was one 
who hesitated to support the 
bond measure that would fund 
Alameda Hospital. I didn’t think 
I would be able to use it. In my 
short-sightedness, I failed to 
grasp the fact that each citizen in 
Alameda could have a life-threat-
ening event at any moment AFD 
paramedics and the Alameda 
Hospital emergency room are all 
we have between life and, yes, 
death itself.

I am again, so grateful to live in 
Alameda.

— Alan Pryor

At it again
Editor:

Earlier this year, the city of Alam-
eda shortened the deadline to fi le 
arguments against Measure C, the 
fl awed sales tax measure backed 
by Vice Mayor Rob Bonta, and suc-
cessfully kept opposition ballot ar-
guments out of the voter guide.

Now, city offi cials, presumably 
including City Attorney Janet Kern, 
and City Manager John Russo, both 
of whom Bonta was instrumental in 
hiring, are selectively interpreting 
the law to delay the circulation of 
the formal petition to recall Bonta 
from city council. Each time city 
offi cials reject the sample petition 
forms on some bureaucratic techni-
cality, they succeed in delaying the 
start of signature collection by at 
least 10 days.

However, their antics can only 
hold out so long. 

I assure those voters disgusted 
with Bonta’s machinations will 
have their chance to sign their 
names to the recall petition.

In the meantime, residents 
can get updates on the recall and 
schedule signing parties at www.
RecallBonta.com

— David Howard

Library says ‘thanks’
Editor: 

The Alameda Free Library’s 
2012 Summer Reading Program was 
a huge success. With over 2,700 
kids, teens, and adults participating 
in the Dream Big — Read, Own the 
Night, and Between the Covers pro-
grams, this year’s number of partici-
pants exceeded all expectations.

We couldn’t have had this level 
of success without the help of our 
amazing sponsors. Many thanks 
for the generosity of the Friends 
of the Alameda Free Library. We 
wouldn’t have special program-
ming at the library at all without 
their help and fi nancial support. 

Thanks also to local Alameda 
businesses and organizations that 
made some of our prizes possible: 
Tucker’s Super-Creamed Ice Cream, 
Papa Murphy’s Pizza and Island City 
Cafe, Alameda Coffee and Tea Trad-
ers, Alameda Theater & Cineplex, 
Aria International Market and Bak-
ery, Bead Inspirations, Domenico’s 
Italian Deli, Fireside Lounge, Island 
Taqueria, Jamba Juice, Pacifi c Pin-
ball Museum, Red Wagon Collect-
ibles and the USS Hornet Museum.

We’d also like to thank the 
Alameda Recreation and Park 
Department, the Museum of Chil-
dren’s Art and the San Francisco 
Ferry. By providing prizes for our 
Summer Reading Programs, all of 
these businesses and organiza-
tions provide the incentive many 
kids need to keep reading, learn-
ing, and growing all summer long 
and they help remind teens and 
adults that reading is fun.

— Eva Volin
Children’s Services Librarian,

Karin Lundstrom
Teen Services Librarian,

Joel Butler
Adult Services Librarian

Incorrect comparison
Editor:

I’m writing about Emily Clin-
ton’s story (“AFD’s Staffi ng as 
Compared with Similar Cities,” 
Aug. 16). I would like to inform 
you about Alameda’s dynamics. I 
was born on this island 89 years

Sergio Silva
Today when I parked my car 

on Park Street and put coins in 
my meter, I realized that I had 
grabbed way too many coins so I 
left a couple in my pocket.

When I started walking toward 
Toy Safari with my son I saw a me-
ter maid stopping her little car to 
issue a ticket to someone parked 
nearby. So I reached in my pocket 
and put the two coins in the meter 
for the car. (I had no idea whose 
car it was, I was just being a Good 
Samaritan).

The meter miad got out of her 
little car and back in again, and 
when I got inside the Toy Safari I 
looked outside and saw the little 
car with nobody inside of it. Then 
I realized the meter lady had 
chased me inside of the store to 
ask me if that was my car. I told 
her that was not my car, it was my 
friend’s car.

She said: “I don’t believe you. 
It’s illegal to feed the meter for a 
car that is not yours.” 

I told her that it was my friend’s 
car and that I did not want my 
friend to get a ticket.

She did not even care. She 
went ahead and issued the ticket 
even though the meter still had 5 
minutes to go.

I told the story to the lady that 
works at Toy Safari and thought to 
myself, “I should check on my car 

before teaching my martial arts 
class at noon.”

My car was parked right on the 
corner. I was walking to my car 
when I saw another meter maid 
walking down the street in the op-
posite direction coming toward 
my car. When she got to my car 
she start doing her little dance of 
giving my car a ticket. I told her 
that was my car that I had put two 
quarters in the meter for 30 min-
utes and it had not even been 20 
minutes. She said, “I’m sorry, sir, 
the ticket is already issued.” 

I thought she was playing with 
me, so I started my car and she 
came and put the ticket on my 
window. I could’t believe it!

I have been a business owner 
in Alameda since 2008 and I could 
not believe that someone had just 
been desperately pressing the red 
button that makes parking meter 
ladies come from nowhere and is-
sue tickets left and right.

I have been putting on events 
in Alameda since 2009 bringing 
tons of business here. Every tour-
nament brings from 300 to 600 

athletes and some 1,000 to 1,500 
spectators. We usually give away 
raffl e prizes for local restaurants 
that bring 30 to 50 people to one 
single restaurant.

I began thinking very seriously 
about whether or not to put an-
other tournament together since 
parking has been such a hassle for 
so many people.

Today I visited a couple of Park 
Street businesses. The business 
owners were pretty upset at how 
the meter maids have been treat-
ing the general public — with hor-
rible customer service.

Again these people are parking 
their cars to spend their money in 
the local businesses. They might 
buy something at Tot Tank, eat 
lunch at the Ark or get some cof-
fee at Peet’s or Starbucks. If they 
start cracking down on people 
here in Alameda even though they 
are putting money in their meters, 
then people will go somewhere 
else to buy things.

I, for sure, will not go to Toy 
Safari as much any more to buy 
anything since now I will have to 
pay $38 for some ticket that was 
not fair at all.

Before the meter maid came to 
my car I had already put money in 
my meter and she still issued the 
ticket.

Sergio Silva is an Alameda busi-
ness owner. 

Meter Enforcement 
Drives Business Away
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She said, ‘I’m 
sorry, sir, the 
ticket is already 
issued.’

Correction
The Aug. 23 edition of the 

Alameda Sun omitted Corinne 
Lambden’s name from the letter to 
the editor “Take back the reins.”
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