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OPINION

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the 
city of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express views 
of the writers and do not 
necessarily reflect the opin-
ions of the Alameda Sun, its 
advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.

Letters to the Editor
Get a clue, city council 
Editor:

About the Raymond Zack law-
suit: So police offi cers “routinely 
respond to emergencies, but do 
not have a ‘legal duty’ to do so”? 
Well, just maybe we routinely pay 
police to ride around in cars, but 
we do not have a “legal duty to 
so” either. 

What is the point of paying po-
lice offi cers $50,000 or $100,000 a 
year? Apparently they are inca-
pable of saving drowning men, ar-
resting speeders on Otis Drive, or 
preventing boys on bicycles from 
being run over by motorists: hard 
to do if you have no obligation.

Alameda has a reputation for 
being a backwater town where 
people go to shop. Maybe we 
don’t need as many police of-
fi cers as we have. Public money 
could be used for other things.

Forget it. The city council will 
just use the money to promote 
more housing that no one is going 
to buy, as in the Boatworks case. 
The nation has four million hous-
ing units it can’t sell, and those 
are going nowhere. Word is that 
many of them will have to be torn 
down as deteriorating eyesores 
and a threat to property values. 
Yet our city council continues to 
have great plans, as if they missed 
the four years of depression that 
have gripped the nation.

Nobody wants your housing. 
Get a clue.

— Steve Tabor

HSA members rock
Editor:

The Humane Society of Al-
ameda (HSA) board of directors 
thanks our members, donors and 
the community for their support 
of the society’s purpose of pro-
viding aid, assistance and fi nan-
cial backing to all animals and to 
assist the animals at the  Alameda 
Animal Shelter.  

Through your donations from 
Jan. 1 through June 30, the society 
had assisted the shelter with a 
total amount of $9,255.17. This in-
cludes medical assistance to those 
animals in need, $763.43; food for 
the shelter animals, $5,643.85; se-
nior adoptions, $355; cat carriers, 
blankets, leashes and kitten warm-
ers, $1,410.93; washer/dryer lease, 
$248; sanitizing gel, $184.76; and a 
new dishwasher, $649.16. 

The society had also provided 
fi nancial assistance over the same 
time period, some $2,150.00, to 
help families have their animals 
spayed or neutered.

Check out HSA’s website, www.
HSAlameda.org. Memberships and 
donations may be made through the 
secure website donation page; or 
mail membership and/or donations 
to the Humane Society of Alameda, 
P.O. Box 1571, Alameda, CA 94501.

Thank you for sharing your 
love of animals to support our 
programs.

— Holly Schmalenberger-
Haugen, Treasurer,

Humane Society of Alameda

Open letter to the chief
The Alameda Sun received a copy 

of this letter addressed to Alameda 
Fire Department (AFD) Chief Mike 
D’Orazi. 

Dear Chief D’Orazi:
Thank you for sponsoring “Safe-

ty Help for Seniors.” I was fortu-
nate enough to read about it in the 
Alameda Sun (“Program Helps El-
derly, Disabled,” July 26). I applied 
for the program, qualifi ed and re-
ceived wonderful assistance. 

The new peace of mind, the con-
fi dence in my safety and thankful-
ness I have are overfl owing. I really 
appreciate the new handrails for 
my front steps, the grab bar at my 
toilet, and the smoke and carbon 
monoxide detectors.

The electrical outlet that got 
repaired means I no longer have 
to worry about the electrical cord 
stretching across my hallway. 

All this is exceptionally wonder-
ful and valuable to me. I am very 
grateful. I have always been a fan 
of the Alameda Fire Department 
and attend the pancake breakfast to 
show my support. But I also wanted 
to write you this note. 

Your commitment to seniors and 
their safety and to the community 
is evident by your sponsorship of 
“Safety Help for Seniors.” Keep up 
the good work and many thanks. 

— Louise Goeckel

Editor’s note: AFD’s Senior Safe-
ty and Accessibility Program provides 
services to low- to- moderate income 
Alamedans over 62 and to disabled 
residents of any age. Among other 
services, the program helps install 
smoke and carbon monoxide detec-
tors and replace aging batteries. Call 
Ruth Ann Crawford at 337-2133 for 
more information.

Good at sneaky
Editor:

Ignoring for now the extremely 
expensive school district plan to 
rent, and perhaps, purchase district 
offi ce space at Marina Village, the 
recent Friday night meeting to vote 

to accept this plan theoretically 
could have resulted in the plan be-
ing rejected, unless the “yes” vote 
was prearranged. 

The only reason I mention this 
is that the fence in front of Historic 
Alameda High School on Central Av-
enue started going up within days 
immediately following the meeting, 
using fancy fence posts that almost 
surely were custom-built according 
to an order that must have been 
placed well before the acceptance 
vote.  

The installation is apparently 
being handled by a contractor that 
should have taken a period of time 
to fi nd and hire, if the process of 
taking bids and furnishing specs for 
the job were started after the plan 
approval vote. Wonder how much 
the “Berlin Wall” cost for parts and 
labor, especially if the job was di-
rectly awarded without bidding?

I think that it is still “opaque” 
business as usual at the Alameda 
Unifi ed School District.  Superinten-
dant Kirsten Vital is not very good 
at transparency, letter-writing or 
labor negotiations, but she sure is 
good at sneaky. 

— Scott Miller

Time to support 
Measure D
Editor:

This letter is a “call to action” 
for all who treasure the beauty and 
open space of Alameda’s parks!

It is now time to kick off the 
campaign for passage of Alameda’s 
Measure D, the Nov. 6 ballot initia-
tive, which provides the neces-
sary protection for our city parks 
and golf course. If approved by 
Alameda voters, it means that any 
future sale or swap of city parks 
or the Chuck Corica Golf Complex, 
must be approved by a vote of the 
people. 

No more behind-the-scenes ne-
gotiations to sell off our current 
parklands would occur as it did 
with the recently proposed Mif 
Albright Golf Course swap.

Protect Our Alameda Parks, 
the citizens’ group created to give 
our parks this protection, is very 
thankful for the wonderful vol-
unteers who gathered more than 
10,000 signatures in an amazingly 
record time to get Measure D on 
the ballot.  

Now that it is time to get out 
the vote, funds are needed for the 
campaign to pass Measure D, for 
related legal expenses and to get 
the word out to all Alameda vot-
ers who are not familiar with the 
issue.   

Our parks add tremendous 
value to the city and to our prop-
erties. If you and your family en-
joy the beauty and bird life of our 
parks, and you live in Alameda 
and appreciate the vista of a golf 
course instead of 130 high-density 
three-story homes, we trust you 
realize the importance of having 
Measure D become part of the City 
Charter. All of our current park-
land must be protected!

Your help is needed now to 
mount the upcoming November 
campaign. Mail your contribu-
tions to Protect Our Alameda 
Parks, 875A Island Drive, Box 201, 
Alameda 94502. 

If you would like to volunteer 
to help the campaign or for more 
information, visit www.protec-
touralamedaparks.org, call 523-
5048 or email kanesworld1@aol.
com.

— Marie Kane

Take back the reins
Editor:

Residents of Alameda, we are los-
ing control of our city. The reins of 
government are gradually slipping 
from the hands of our elected of-
fi cials into the grasp of the current 
city manager and our mayor is allow-
ing this to happen.

In 1917, along with six other 
California cities, Alameda pioneered 
the strong Council-manager form of 
government, a system that proved 
so effective that virtually all Califor-
nia cities have since adopted it. Un-
der this system, the legislative body 
(city council), which is voted into 
offi ce by public elections, appoints 
a professional manager (city man-
ager) to oversee the administrative 
operations, implement its policies, 
and advise it.

Anyone watching recent coun-
cil meetings will have noticed that 
these meetings, and thus our city 
are increasingly being run not by our 
elected council, but rather by City 
Manager John Russo.

Members of city staff who sit on 
the dais during council meetings, 
are there to present specifi c agen-
dized reports or to answer ques-
tions posed to them by either the 
mayor or councilmembers, through 
the mayor. 

It is not appropriate for staff, 
including the city manager, to in-
terrupt proceedings of the council 
without an invitation from the may-
or to speak.

Russo’s continued outbursts at 
council meetings have usurped the au-
thority of the mayor and city council. 
We should be concerned that those 
people we elected to represent us are 
being publicly insulted by Russo.

Mayor Gilmore, it is time to take 
back the reins of government and 
run the council meetings as they 
should be conducted. 

Mr. Russo, please remember 
your role at council meetings, act in 
a deferential manner during these 
meetings and respect the authority 
of the council.

Susan Galleymore
Out of eight candidates run-

ning for city council, just three 
— Jeff Cambra, Tony Daysog, 
and Jane Sullwold — showed up 
to participate in the Alameda 
Citizen Taskforce’s Meet the Can-
didates forum last Thursday. (A 
fourth candidate, Marilyn Ezzy 
Ashcraft, emailed short, not-at-
all-pithy responses to prepared 
questions.) 

Since innovative thinking ap-
pears out of the question, what 
wouldn’t I give for a modicum of 
out-of-the-box thinking? And, why 
is genuine passion in short sup-
ply for all but the radical right/left 
these days? As for independence 
and creativity, don’t look for them 
here.

While perhaps unfair to cri-
tique the only three candidates 
who took the time to interact 
— albeit in careful, nondescript 
phrases — with actual residents, 
I was underwhelmed. Moreover, 
the full candidate roster promises 

business as usual.
Surely, in an urban city of more 

than 70,000, there are a couple of 
hearties with the passion to fi ght 
for our city’s heart and soul rather 
than offer stock phrases about 
“implementing transparency,” 
“making Alameda Point a revenue 
generator,” and “as a city council-
member I will do X, Y, and Z.” 

Cambra is all things to all peo-
ple: various fl avors of business-
man, attorney (so many cagey 
responses to straight-forward 
questions), cyclist and director 
of BikeAlameda and a supporter/
detractor of budgets of all sorts.

Daysog, proud of his work de-
veloping Bayport, wants smaller 
residential units built on Alameda 
Point. He forgets Bayport lies over 
a benzene plume? (During his last 
term residents asked councilmem-
bers to join with other American 
cities in a symbolic request to the 
Bush Administration to return the 
National Guard from Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. Daysog countered, “In-

stead, let’s pray for them.”)
Like her competitors, Jane 

Sullwold admits she knows noth-
ing about the cleanup at Alameda 
Point, but she will learn.

I’ve attended Alameda Point 
Reuse Advisory Board (RAB) 
meetings for six years and have 
never seen Cambra, Daysog or 
Sullwold there. I’ve learned the 
Navy talks a good line but spends 
only what the RAB forces it to 
spend. (The $500 million dollars 
spent so far speaks to how much 
contamination is out there, not 
Navy generosity or city officials’ 
pressure.)

I love this city, and, it needs 
a people-centric direction. We 
can do more than pray. Together 
we can demand candidates and 
councilmembers respond to the 
little guy’s modest needs, not deep 
pockets’ promises for revenue 
generation that diminishes quality 
of life.

Susan Galleymore is a director 
for Alameda Community Radio. 

Candidates Deemed 
Too Apathetic

Irene Dieter
Sometimes you think you’ve hit 

on a winning deal, but once you 
look closer you fi nd out otherwise. 
That’s what I’ve come to realize 
about the site currently being pro-
posed for the veterans’ clinic.

I originally got excited when I 
learned there had been a collabora-
tive effort among the Navy, VA, US 
Fish & Wildlife Service, East Bay 
Regional Park District and the city 
in choosing the Northwest Territo-
ries as the Alameda Point location 
where the VA clinic would be built. 
Serving our veterans is a shared 
value we all hold dear. Now I have 
second thoughts about the site that 
was selected. A superior alternative 
site is available.

The parcel near the USS Hornet 
— formerly offered to the Lawrence 
Berkeley National Laboratory for 
its second campus — is the perfect 
site for the VA’s clinic and adminis-
trative offi ces. The 45-acre water-

front property, zoned commercial, 
is ready for expedited development 
because the environmental assess-
ment document has already been 
prepared. 

While some are saying we 
shouldn’t entertain another loca-
tion because the process is too 
far along, I say it’s not too late for 
another set of drawings. If the VA 
learns about the benefi ts of the Lab 
site, including being closer to retail 
and transit, they, too, would fi nd 
that it’s a better use of taxpayer 
dollars for construction costs and 
delivery of services.

As the city so aptly put it when 
we offered the site to the lab, it’s 
the “right site” for sustainable 
development. It “promotes alter-
native transportation strategies,” 
“open spaces are preserved and re-
stored,” and because the parcel sits 
higher than the rest of the Point, 
its “infrastructure anticipates cli-
mate change” and “incorporates 

best- practice storm water man-
agement principles.” It’s the spot 
the city identifi ed to begin its 
fi rst phase of development at the 
Point.

It’s easily accessible and 
overlooks the docks with views 
of San Francisco. I can’t think of 
a place more fi tting and conve-
nient for our veterans. It’s near 
the historic USS Hornet, Naval 
Air Museum, Seaplane Lagoon, 
Enterprise Park and the Bay 
Trail. There’s even room for ex-
pansion.

This is not to say that the 
VA’s columbarium couldn’t still 
be built on Alameda Point’s run-
way area, a quiet, beautiful place 
(near the future passive park on 
the northwestern shoreline and 
wetlands) where families can 
refl ect and relax is compatible 
with the natural environment. 
Plus, a columbarium would 
not mar the view or create the 
daily traffi c a bustling clinic and 
offi ces would. 

From those who support natu-
ralist land uses and public water-
front access to those who want 
a thriving mixed-use area, build-
ing the VA clinic at the lab site 
matches the goals of the commu-
nity and promises a strong return 
on everyone’s investment. 

The city should take the lead 
in putting forward a new collab-
orative effort that preserves our 
open space while serving our vet-
erans. Now that’s a winning deal!

Irene Dieter’s writings can be 
seen at islesay.wordpress.com.

Commentary

Choosing the Right Site for VA Clinic
Isle Say

As the city so 
aptly put it when 
we offered the 
site to the lab, it’s 
the “right site” 
for sustainable 
development.
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