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OPINION

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express 
views of the writers and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Alameda 
Sun, its advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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City must share funds
Editor:

Many Alamedans value see-
ing local people and events on 
TV. My show “The Star Rover” 
is on Channel 28 three times a 
week, 3 p.m. on Thursday and 
9:30 p.m. on Saturday.

I am an independent commu-
nity producer. I use all my own 
equipment and facilities to pro-
duce, edit and take my shows to 
Chabot College where they are 
broadcast. It seems logical and 
fair that Chabot receive a share 
of the Public Education Grants 
(PEG) funds given to the city, 
for the purpose of keeping the 
public informed through video 
broadcasting, 

These funds can help col-
lege media center students and 
other crew get the shows on 
the air as part of its education 
and public service. PEG funds 
received by the city of Alameda 
amounts to more than $100,000 
each year.  The city evidently is 
keeping all of this money as the 
college has stated it has not re-
ceived a share.

Alamedans could no lon-
ger see my programs, which 
feature the Park Street Art and 
Wine Fair, Webster Street Festi-
vals, Chinese Lunar New Year 
programs at Bay Farm Island, 
school events and Alameda Is-
land Poets programs. 

My shows also highlight art 
openings, Alameda Museum 
events, South Shore Concerts 
at the Cove and interviews with 
many Alamedans. I have also 
made many programs of the 
Bay Bombers roller derby as the 
team’s official videographer,

PEG funds enable the public 
to see events, by giving them 
public viewing. The city must 
disperse a portion of these 
funds to Chabot College.

— Glenda Barbera

Not town center, again
Editor: 

Residents of the Alameda 
must be made aware of Skid-
more, Owings & Merrill LLP’s 
intention of naming its project 
on Alameda Point “Town Center. 
While I am happy the city is pro-
gressing with the old Navy Base, 
why on earth name the develop-
ment ‘Town Center’? “ 

I hope the following logic 
makes sense to the Planning 
Board: 

1) Alameda’s not a town. It’s 
a city. 

2) The proposed development 
is literally miles away from the 
city’s geographic center. 

3) Alameda already had a 
Towne Centre eventually re-brand-
ed as South Shore.

4) There are still maps and di-
rectories which still don’t reflect 
the old Towne Centre change.

5) Lost, frustrated visitors will 
circle around looking for a place 
that just isn’t at the center of town.

6) If Alameda is fortunate 
enough to have a veterans’ hospi-
tal built on the old base, wouldn’t 
it be gracious to make the area 
navigable for patients and their 
visitors?

7) The inevitable upgrade to a 
more appropriate name will cost 
thousands of dollars, hundreds 
of man-hours, and endless incon-
venience to everyone associated 
with the development, including 
the city.

The difference between a good 
voyage and a shipwreck? Accurate 
navigation. Skidmore could give 
the complex an equally ludicrous 
name, such as “Snowy Crest,” “Vol-
cano View,” or “Skidmore’s Folly.” 
Better yet, set the proper course 
before you leave the dock. 

As one of those people who can 
get lost on the way to the bath-
room, I beg the Planning Board 
to insist the developers create a 
more appropriate name, based 
on geography or Alameda’s proud 
history. 

Perhaps “Laguna Vista,” “West 
Shore,” “West Landing” or “Seaplane 
Station.” Or how about “Maritime 
Plaza” or “Doolittle Memorial Cen-
ter” or “Sailor’s Rest”? Use one of 
my suggestions for free if you like.

Or hold a contest, or hire a lo-
cal branding expert who actually 
understands this lovely city, its his-
tory, and its neighborhoods. What-
ever you choose, please make it ap-
propriate to the spirit of the place. 

— Alana Dill

Girls Inc. says “thanks”
Editor:

As the director of program ser-
vices for Girls, Inc. of the Island City, 
I would like to thank the many com-
munity businesses and agencies 
that provided hands-on support to 
teens this summer in Girls Inc. of 
the Island City’s 2013 Eureka! Teen 
Achievement Program. Eureka! is a 
Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Mathematic (STEM) approach 
to engaging and empowering teen-
age girls to see themselves as an 
important part of the future work-
force.   

The program’s success depends 

on partnerships and interaction 
with schools, community-based or-
ganizationsand local businesses.  

Through this community-wide 
effort, participants get exposure to 
real career opportunities and great 
role models and mentors. 

On behalf of Girls Inc., I am so 
grateful to Alameda Hospital, Al-
ameda Municipal Power, Alameda 
Orthopedic & Sports Therapy, Al-
ameda Pediatric Dentistry, Alam-
eda Police Department, Harbor 
Bay Club, HKIT Architects, licensed 
acupuncturist and herbalist Tracy 
Zollinger, L.Ac., Lilac Dress Bou-
tique, Old Navy, Park Centre Animal 
Hospital, Rock Wall Wine Company 
and the office of District Attorney 
Nancy O’Malley. They all worked 
with us as summer job shadow 
sponsors for the Eureka! partici-
pants.   

These community partners al-
lowed Eureka! participants to shad-
ow their work, introduced the par-
ticipants to strong females working 
in many non-traditional and STEM-
related fields and exposed them to 
a viable career option for the future. 

— Christine Chilcott

The good news
Editor:

I really love hearing news about 
businesses hiring more people 
especially locals (“Target to Hire 
300,” Aug. 8). It helps a lot of fami-
lies. Good move,Target!

— Danisa Flowers

Bull’s eye
Editor:

I’m more concerned about the 
new Target become a magnet for 
shootings (“Police Don’t See Crime, 
Fast Food Connection,” Aug. 15). 

Alameda is such a funny place 
to live.

— Roy Clark

On Historic Alameda 
High School renovation
Editor:

The entire building should be 
upgraded. It’s a beautiful, historical 
building that should be preserved 
for future use. 

My mother went there and the 
thought of it being fenced off and no 
longer used is sad. 

I lived in Alameda when they 
built the new school. It doesn’t 
fit the neighborhood. New is not 
always better!

— Leslie Fernandes

Littlejohns celebrate
Editor:

The family of Elector Littlejohn 
would like to invite the citizens of 
Alameda, friends and family to their 
20th annual Unity Potluck Picnic. 
The picnic will be held on 11 a.m. 
until 5 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 7, at 
Elector Littlejohn Park at Buena 
Vista Avenue and Benton Street. 

The Littlejohn family has had 
the pleasure of celebrating their 
mother, Elector Littlejohn’s, legacy 
as an advocate for low-income fami-
lies, civil rights, seniors and educa-
tion with thousands of Alameda 
residents.

The Littlejohn Family members 
are excited and looking forward 
to making this year as memorable 
as the last 19 years. Bring your 
families with your favorite dish to 
share and join us spending the day 
relaxing, eating while having great 
conversation with others.

Please contact me at 333-2826 
or Esponila Littlejohn-Johnson at 
534-0686 for additional information.

— Sophie Littlejohn-Trascher

Sidewalk stamps
Editor:

Am I the only one who notices 
the dates stamped into the side-
walk cement when it was poured? 

I saw a 1953 the other day, and 
there must be older ones around 
town. Anyone got one, with loca-
tion?

— Patsy Baer 

Editor’s note: Writer James 
Douglas Gamble has cataloged and 
photographed 108 of these stamps 
in his book, The Sidewalk Stamps 
of Alameda. Check the Alameda 
Museum, Books, Inc. or the Frank 
Bette Center to see if they have 
copies for sale. You’ll find informa-
tion online by Googling “Alameda 
sidewalk stamps.”

Jim Meek
Once dubbed the “Coney Is-

land of the West,” Neptune Beach 
was a popular resort drawing tens 
of thousands of weekend visitors 
to its beaches, cottage baths and 
amusement parks here in Alam-
eda. Sadly, the Great Depression 
signaled the end of the once vi-
brant resort. Today the Neptune 
Beach site houses old, abandoned 
buildings and an overgrown, va-
cant parking lot.  

The adjacent road does not 
contain storm water pipes, or any 
basins to clean storm water be-
fore it flows into the bay. In fact, 
it has been reported that a sewer 
line under the road is leaking into 
the bay. Tim Lewis Communities 
seeks to fix these problems and 
transform the now-blighted area 
into single-family homes, native 
landscaping and shoreline access 
that honors the area’s rich his-
tory while revitalizing the Crown 
Beach area. 

Up until a few years ago, the 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
occupied the entire parcel that in-
cludes the Neptune Beach proper-
ty. The federal government deter-
mined that while the land served 
the USDA’s purposes, the use of 
the land was inefficient. 

The federal government opted 
to consolidate its facility onto 
the northern part of its parcel 
and sell the southern piece. To 
accomplish this, the USDA took 

advantage of a laudable General 
Services Administration (GSA) 
program where the government 
fronts the cost of a move or con-
solidation and then recoups the 
taxpayers’ money through a sale 
of the excess land at a price suf-
ficient to fund the costs. 

The GSA conducted a well-
publicized online auction where 
five parties, including Tim Lewis 
Communities and EBRPD, partici-
pated openly and fairly. Tim Lewis 
Communities was the high bidder. 
We began in earnest to work with 
the City of Alameda to create a 
plan for the site that would ben-
efit the city and community, in-
crease its tax base, and provide 
much-needed housing stock on 
the West End of the island. 

After the city revised its hous-
ing element to meet state require-
ments for sufficient housing sites 
by designating a number of prop-
erties, including Neptune Beach, 
for residential use, we sought 
input from neighbors at Crown 
Harbor to ensure we proposed a 
residential community that would 
complement the area’s existing 
land use, while enhancing and 
bringing new amenities to its resi-
dents.

It has long been our under-
standing from the federal gov-
ernment that it was selling land 
suitable for residential use, with 
the necessary access and utility 
easements. And this is what we 

intend to do on this underutilized, 
unattractive property — restore 
Neptune Beach to a place where 
families can once again live and 
play. Our proposed plan calls for 
48 single-family residences. 

Tim Lewis Communities would 
fully upgrade the access road 
(McKay Avenue) and its utilities, 
including fixing the current sub-
standard and outdated facilities. 
Using sustainable materials, our 
home designs will sensitively in-
tegrate with and enhance the ex-
isting shoreline, beach and park. 

While infill of the bay may 
have changed Alameda’s land-
scape, Crown Memorial Beach is 
still beloved by bikers, dog walk-
ers and sand-castle enthusiasts. 
We believe that by looking to the 
past in creating a community at 
Neptune Beach, we will comple-
ment the park and give rise to a 
new era of shoreline living in one 
of the Bay Area’s most treasured 
cities.

Jim Meek is the director of land 
for Tim Lewis Communities.

Developer Hopes to 
Remedy Problems

Commentary

It has been 
reported that a 
sewer line under 
the road is leak-
ing into the Bay.

Eugenia Thompson
Vice-Mayor Marilyn Ezzy Ash-

craft’s shows a serious lack of at-
tention to detail at city hall and a 
disregard for the regulations and 
guidelines promulgated by various 
California agencies (“Letter from 
Vice Mayor Address Mackay Av-
enue,” Aug. 1). These agencies in-
clude San Francisco Bay Conserva-
tion and Development Commission 
and the California Environmental 
Quality Act. 

Ashcraft stated “that the East 
Bay Regional Park District (EBRPD) 
wants to use the McKay Avenue 
property for a 24-space staff park-
ing lot, a 35-space visitor parking 
lot and space for three buses. She 
also stated that the district would 
use the space for a new park ser-
vice yard to store park district vehi-
cles and equipment and add “a new 
drought-tolerant meadow.” 

Ashcraft failed to mention that 
the park district intends to relocate 
its park service yard away from the 
waterfront onto the federal proper-
ty. This relocation allows the district 
to convert the existing service build-
ing into a visitor center and add a 
new meadow, a new exploration 
trail,  new picnic areas and a new 
Crab Cove overlook amphitheater.

The district would also convert 
the existing visitor center to a café. 
These park amenities will enhance 
this beautiful spot. The additional 
parking will improve access to the 
shoreline. These amenities accom-
plish the commitment in Measure 
WW and do more than add a park-
ing lot as Ashcraft states. 

There appears to be a concert-
ed effort among city staff and City 
Council to shield decisions from 
the light of day and the scrutiny 
they bring. Why was there no en-
vironmental document last year 
for the new Housing Element? Why 
was there an Independence Day Eve 
vote on such major changes to Al-
ameda’s Measure A  and Measure 
WW? These changes included not 
contacting EBRPD regarding the 
rezoning of Neptune Point to multi-
family? 

Developers seem to have the 
wind at their backs when pushing 
through their projects. 

Tim Lewis got the Neptune 
Point parcel rezoned for multi- 
family when he asked. But when 
EBRPD asked for the parcel as 
parks in line with Measure WW, it 
was ignored, even though the City 
Council endorsed Measure WW on 
Sept. 16, 2008.  

The city could have easily 
pulled the Neptune Parcel from its 
housing element after the hasty 
2012 Independence Day Eve vote. 
These actions by City Hall subvert 
the very requirements and exclu-
sions adopted to preserve the 
beauty and quality of life on this is-

City’s Actions Show Lack of Respect
land for everyone who lives and 
works here.  

And all those things — ev-
ery last one of them — can be 
boiled down to one condition 
that seems to be missing at city 
hall: respect for the residents of 
Alameda.

Many mistakes have been 
made, so why do this again with 
Ashcraft’s letter full of errors? 
Each of these mistakes threat-
ens to send Alameda down a 
pathway that will destroy our 
precious island and way of 
life. By adopting an attitude of  

Commentary

One condition 
seems to be miss-
ing at city hall: 
respect for the res-
idents of Alameda.


