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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the 
city of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express views 
of the writers and do not 
necessarily reflect the opin-
ions of the Alameda Sun, its 
advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.

Sam Featherstone
I’m writing to shed some light 

on some recent school board-level 
dialogue about allowing Alam-
eda Community Learning Center 
(ACLC) students to participate in 
Encinal High School (EHS) athlet-
ics. Specifi cally, a group of parents 
and coaches from both schools 
have been lobbying for the in-
clusion of ACLC students in EHS 
sports teams, which was allowed 
with great success up until the 
2011-2012 school year. 

For some reason, the school 
board decided to stop allowing 
ACLC kids to participate in EHS 
sports starting in the 2011-2012 
school year, and we have yet to 
fi nd out why. 

There are several reasons why 
we should reverse this opaque, 
wrong-headed decision immedi-
ately and allow all of our kids to 
enter the 2012-2013 school year 
knowing that they can participate 
on sports teams. 

We already voted for sports for 
all, and we are paying an extra parcel 
tax for it. Yet we are not getting what 
we paid for. Sixty-eight percent of us 
voted for Measure A in March 2011. 
The language for Measure A read, 
in part, “The parcel tax would fund 
community priorities for the schools, 
including high school sports.” 

The measure did not read, “The 
parcel tax would fund community 
priorities for the schools, except 
for the students of ACLC, who we 
are going to exclude for some ran-
dom, unknown reason.” 

If it had, I would have vigor-
ously campaigned against the 
measure instead of voting for it. 
Although the school board works 

hard and may not receive the 
credit it deserves for our excellent 
educational system, I feel like the 
board ripped us off on this one and 
is arbitrarily deciding where to ap-
ply the rule. 

Allowing ACLC kids to play 
EHS sports makes good economic 
sense. As a businessperson who 
has to stretch tight budgets, I am 
left wondering why we don’t lever-
age our existing resources to their 
maximum utility. We are already 
paying for the lights, equipment, 
coaches, physical plant, uniforms, 
and everything else that a strong 
sports program requires at EHS, 
which shares a physical plant with 
ACLC. And some coaches, like 
EHS’s cross-country coach (who 
spoke passionately at a recent 
school board meeting), have a 
hard time fi lling a squad for their 
sports without the extra partici-
pants that ACLC provides. 

Instead of spending money on 
duplicate equipment, coaches, 
etc., why don’t we leverage the 
ones that we already have? As a 
taxpayer, it is maddening for me 
to see this utter contempt for effi -
ciency on the school board’s part. 

Allowing ACLC kids to try out 
for EHS sports will show our kids 
where our values are. In the past, 
the main reason that AUSD gave 
for its decision was that including 

ACLC kids on EHS sports teams 
would bump EHS up into another 
division, thereby hurting EHS’s 
chances of winning. 

As a former high school athlete 
myself, I fi nd this argument offen-
sive. What is more important to 
us: winning the division or allow-
ing as many children as possible 
to gain from the manifold benefi ts 
that team sports offers us? 

At the last school board meeting, 
I thanked the board members for 
their service before politely recit-
ing the above points. Then, I asked 
the board members to please let us 
know if there is a reason, fi nancial or 
otherwise, why we cannot allow our 
ACLC students to participate in EHS 
athletics. I was hoping to at least 
start a dialogue, and I was ready to 
work on the Board’s objections. 

I was met with stony silence. 
We are still waiting for an an-

swer. Meanwhile, the kids who 
attend one of our public schools, 
ACLC kids, are facing another year 
without sports while the EHS kids 
who share a common campus with 
them are able to try out for any 
sport that is offered. Many of them 
are wondering why we adults can’t 
fi gure out our differences and at 
least give them an answer. I wish I 
could tell them an answer. 

Support the fair and even ap-
plication of Measure A funds, com-
mon-sense economics and the val-
ues of fairness and inclusion over 
winning at all costs. Maybe you 
will communicate more effectively 
than I did and the school board 
will actually acknowledge you. 

The clock is ticking.

Sam Featherstone is an 
Alameda resident.

Reverse Wrong-
Headed Decision

Commentary

I was hoping to 
at least start a 
dialogue... 
I was met with 
stony silence.

Shore Line bike lane 
a big mistake
Editor:

I have been riding my bicycle 
as my preferred mode of transpor-
tation in Alameda for the last 29 
years. That being said, I think the 
idea of a bike lane on Shore Line 
Drive is a big mistake. The lane will 
cause congestion as cars will now 
be limited to one lane. The con-
gestion will increase toxic fumes 
for those people living on Shore 
Line and for those on the beach. 
Parking and access to apartments’ 
driveways will become a consider-
able nuisance. Also, constricting 
access in this way will reduce 
the number of locals and tourists 
going to the beach. Do we really 
want to do this?

An example of a better alterna-
tive would be the 20-mile beach 
path between Newport and Hun-
tington beaches in Southern Cali-
fornia. Decades ago, the sidewalk 
was widened along the sand so 
that pedestrians and bikers were 
easily accommodated side-by-
side. With such a sidewalk along 
our Alameda beach everyone 
could be satisfi ed — drivers, bik-
ers, pedestrians and apartment 
dwellers.

— M.E. Goodan

Hats off to PSBA
Editor:

As a longtime resident and lo-
cal musician I would like to salute 
the Park Street Business District 
(PSBA) for giving our Alameda-
based band “Spill the Wine” the 
opportunity to perform at the re-
cent Art & Wine Faire. 

It was an honor to be part of 
this wonderful event that sup-
ports local artists, craftspeople 
and merchants. 

— David Sayen

Adopt-a-Bed update
Editor:

Many thanks to those indi-
viduals and groups who have 
contributed to the Midway Shelter 
for abused women and their chil-
dren during the month of July. A 
number of the listed donors have 
contributed several times during 
this period. One generous donor 
wished to remain anonymous. 

The shelter would like to thank 
Betty Sanderson, Joseph and Gail 
Van Winkle, as well as Pam and 
Willem VandeKamp for their gen-
erous donations. 

Sarah Cruz, H. Virginia Krutilek, 
Lu M. Burton of Curves, Sherrie 

and Leslie Yee all gave generously. 
Susan Foreman, Patricia Gallagher, 
and Antoinette Lajoie also donat-
ed to the shelter in July.

We can’t forget to mention Joy 
and Michael Johnson, Anna Heim-
bichner, Raymond Fitzsimons, and 
John Spellman.

Susan Denault, Norman and 
Sandi Mceachron, Marvin and Jo 
Winzenread, Richard and Rina 
Austin, as well as W.M. and E.D. 
Rogers all joined the list of July 
donors. Dorothy Karvasales, Ruth 
Gray, Jeffrey Ward and Michele 
Giles, Maureen Kelly and Ann 
Johnsen also gave in July. 

We couldn’t have done it with-
out the generosity of Nancy Mat-
thews, First Christian Church of 
Alameda, Isle City Institute #51 YLI 
and Keith Nealy. 

Eric and Ann Cross made their 
donation in memory of Marian 
Roth. Lance and Sandra Russum 
donated in memory of Giff Rog-
ers. Virginia Crinnion gave to the 
shelter to honor Jacqueline Mac-
Millian’s birthday. Leabah Winter 
donated in honor of Kate Pryor.

And fi nally we’d like to thank 
Bill Hopkins, Ilse Haase, Rose 
Pedemonte, Donal Ashby, Leo Pa-
gano, Marian Roth, Pat Sorondo, 
Virginia Beckman and Lillian Lee, 
Edmund Lemi, Sothera Sang, as 
well as George Fitzgerald and 
Susan Jeffries. 

Send donations to Alameda 
Homeless Network, P.O. Box 951, 
Alameda CA 94501. To learn more 
call 523-2377 or visit www.midway 
shelter.org.

— Ginny Krutilek

‘No U-turn’ means 
just that
Editor:

I have been an Alameda resi-
dent for more than 12 years. Over 
the weekend, I experienced a very 
disturbing situation that was ex-
tremely embarrassing and makes 
me ashamed to call this place 
home. I was targeted and discrimi-
nated by one of my own city’s po-
lice offi cers. 

On Saturday, Aug. 5, I was 
showing two out-of-town relatives 
around Alameda and sharing the 
several great experiences in town.

After leaving La Penca Azul at 
Park Street and Santa Clara Av-
enue, several witnesses noticed 
that an Alameda police offi cer had 
focused his attention on my rela-
tives and me. We were not bellig-
erent or disturbing of the peace. 
However, as soon as I got in my 
car, I made a U-turn. The offi cer 
pulled me over. 

The police offi cer, who never 
provided his name, asked if I had 
been drinking. I explained to him 
I had not been drinking. He then 
mentioned that he pulled me over 
because I made a prohibited U-turn 
and I explained that I was unaware 
of that being an infraction. He is-
sued me a citation. I never did get 
the name of the offi cer, other than 
what is provided as Dove from the 
citation number 206856.

Now this is where I have a 
problem. I have experienced being 
pulled over before and I am aware 
of the police having the discretion 
to provide a fair warning over issu-
ing an actual citation. I expressed to 
the offi cer I was in the process of be-
ing hired for a position that requires 
a clean driving record so I can not 
afford a moving violation and that 
traffi c school is not available to me 
at this time. There was neither sym-
pathy nor understanding from the 
offi cer. That offended me. 

And to make matters worse, af-
ter issuing the citation, the offi cer 
then did the same exact thing he 
cited me for! He made a U-turn on 
the same street. There was no si-
ren or any suggestion other than to 
show me he was above the law. So 
for something that I was penalized 
for, this offi cer committed the same 
offense, further confi rming my sus-
picions of being harassed. A police 
offi cer should lead by example as 
well as protect and serve.

In this sensitive time in our 
country with relationships between 
law enforcement and the public 
(especially with the African-Ameri-
can community), I believe that 
situations like this and prejudiced 
offi cers make it diffi cult to build a 
strong bond and respect between 
the two groups. 

I would appreciate if this mat-
ter was corrected. Whether or not 
my citation was valid is beside the 
point. It’s the targeting and preju-
dice that exist when dealing with 
residents that make the offi cer’s ac-
tions hard to defend. 

I think that Alameda already has 
a negative reputation because of 
their police offi cers, but I love this 
city. However, now I have two rela-
tives who now no longer want to en-
ter Alameda’s city limits. I beg that 
this complaint gets sincere consider-
ation and hopefully experiences like 
this do not happen to anyone else. 

— Duriel Davis

Editor’s note: Both the letter 
writer and Offi cer Dove broke the 
law with their U-turns. California Ve-
hicle Code 22102 states, “No person 
in a business district shall make a 
U-turn.” The code defi nes a business 
district as property where “50 percent 
or more of the contiguous property 
fronting thereon is occupied by build-
ings in use for business.” 

For shame
Editor:

Alameda Unifi ed School District 
(AUSD) Supervisor Kirsten Vital 
and certain members of the school 
board should be removed from 
their positions. Despite protests 
from a couple of level-headed board 
members, they held a Friday night 
meeting during vacation season to 
push through their million-dollar 
offi ce space proposal. 

So, instead of repairing the 
space where teachers work and the 
children of taxpayers spend a ma-
jority of their day, they are giving 
themselves some very unneeded 
and very posh work space. 

That’s putting children fi rst? In 

addition, our superintendent has 
singled out a population of Alam-
eda families for punishment and 
brought some of the school board 
in with her.

Vital is anti-charter school and 
has begun removing basic tools for 
academic success from students at 
Alameda Community Learning Cen-
ter (ACLC); athletics, for example. 
For years ACLC and Encinal High 
School have happily participated 
together in athletics, to the benefi t 
of both schools. 

Vital has ended that, despite 
protest from both schools. The 
AUSD school board has refused 
multiple attempts to discuss rein-
statement. She believes that when 
you choose to go to a school like 
ACLC, you choose to give up tra-
ditional opportunities like high 
school sports.

As a business owner in Alam-
eda, I pay taxes twice, so I’ve paid 
for my children’s education, which I 
believe includes sports. I fail to see 
how people who have been hired 
and elected to work for the benefi t 
of all Alameda students can then 
so casually and callously deny a se-
lection of them tools that increase 
their chance for academic and life- 
long success. 

Do only “traditional” students 
deserve such opportunities? Char-
ter schools exist because parents 
desire what’s best for their chil-
dren and sometimes “traditional” 
schools are not what is best. Does 
that mean our children aren’t 

Bill Sonneman
The Alameda Education Foun-

dation would like to thank the 
community for its support during 
the 2011-2012 school year. Per-
sonally, I have witnessed teach-
ers crying when receiving a $500 
Adopt-A-Classroom donation with 
students cheering their teachers 
and watched the most exciting 
middle school basketball game 
ever when Lincoln and Wood com-
peted for the A girls championship 
at the Boys & Girls Club. But the 
impact goes beyond that. Last year 
alone community support, both 
fi nancial and in-kind, enabled the 
Alameda Education Foundation to: 

 Adopt 90 classrooms at pub-
lic, traditional and charter schools 
across Alameda.  

 Provide enrichment classes 
and camps to almost 3,500 regis-
trants. 

 Begin offering Summer En-
richment Camps. 

 Provide more than $11,000 in 
Enrichment scholarships. 

 Supply more than 300 fi lled 
backpacks for low-income stu-
dents. 

 Provide after-school ath-
letics for more than 400 middle 
school students. 

 Distribute more than $35,000 
to support music, art and drama. 

 Fund technology needs for 
33 projects impacting more than 
3300 students through our “Power 

Up 4 Learning” program. 
I am also very excited to an-

nounce our goals for the 2012-2013 
school year, which include:

 Increasing Adopt A Class-
rooms by almost 50 percent to 130 
classrooms. 

 Expanding enrichment pro-
grams into high school. 

 Increasing academic enrich-
ment classes in elementary and 
middle school.

 Doubling the number of en-
richment scholarships. 

 Increasing the number of 
fi lled backpacks for low-income 
students to 800. 

 Replacing much needed 
sports equipment and purchasing 
needed safety equipment for our 
middle school athletes. 

 Increasing funding by 150 per-
cent for student technology tools 
through “Power Up 4 Learning.” 

 Continuing to grow our 
partnerships with our business 
community, non-profi ts, and our 
Alameda population at large. 

We could not do this without 
the generous support of the com-
munity, so my heartfelt thank you. 
We invite you to visit the AEF web-
site at www.alamedaeducation.org 
to learn more details about our 
programs and how we are work-
ing together to support student 
success!

Bill Sonneman is president of the 
Alameda Education Foundation.

AEF Thanks the Community
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