
Joe Heller

6     April 25, 2013      www.alamedasun.com       Alameda Sun

OPINION

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express views 
of the writers and do not 
necessarily reflect the opin-
ions of the Alameda Sun, its 
advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Music lives at Wood
Editor:

In response to (“Priorities, Meet 
Promises,” April 11): Wood Middle 
School has not “slashed” its music 
programs. Guitar, beginning band, 
concert band, and the carolers are 
alive and thriving under the award 
winning Anselmo Reis!

— Jane Grimaldi

Seeking Second 
Division vets
Editor:

The Second (Indianhead) Divi-
sion Association is conducting a 
nationwide search for any man or 
woman who served in the Army’s 
famous Second Infantry Division.  

We would like to let division 
veterans know about our orga-
nization and of our upcoming re-
union. With your assistance, we 
can reach a great number of these 
veterans. 

We ask that any members of 
the division email me at mdavino@
yahoo.com.

— Michael F. Davino
National President

The Second (Indianhead) 
Division Association, Inc.

The British are coming
Editor:

Mr. English, your last name tells 
me all I need to know! (“Residents 
Petition Big 5 to Halt Gun Sales,” 
Jan. 17). I thought we sent the Brit-
ish (English) packing a long time 
ago. You should go home, have a 
spot of tea and let real Americans 
go about their business. 

Anyone who tries to dictate 
policy for any business, especially 
Big-5 stores’ right to sell fi rearms 
to any honest hardworking Ameri-
can, who has the right to buy and 
bear arms, should try living in a 
dictatorship for a few months. 
Maybe then and only then will you 
appreciate what our forefathers 
have done for all Americans. 

It is obvious English has an 
agenda that is ill-informed and un-
constitutional and doomed to fail. 
And if he ever runs for any politi-
cal offi ce in our wonderful country, 
bad luck to you, sir. I and many oth-
ers will fi nd it very easy to remem-
ber the Boston Tea Party.

— Don Ward

In defense of 
St. Joe’s baseball
Editor:

I am writing in response to 
‘L. Lujan’s’ letter (“Fed Up with 

Abuse,” April 11)
As an alumnus of the St. Jo-

seph Notre Dame (SJND) baseball 
program to which I now dedicate 
my time as a coach (which is not 
limited to the commute to and 
from San Jose, the four-plus hours 
at games, and the hours debriefi ng 
with the coaches — a fraction of 
the time the other coaches dedi-
cate), I take the utmost offense. 

To be compared to the atroc-
ity that is Mike Rice, a man who 
physically assaulted his players 
and profusely berated them with 
racial slurs, homophobic epithets 
and sexist insults, warrants an ex-
amination of this “abuse” to which 
L. Lujan refers. 

If “abuse” is providing rides 
home, offering free tutoring, pur-
chasing cleats for those who can-
not afford them, bringing players 
to college games, planning a tour 
of a college campus, and creating 
diet regimens and workout plans 
for those wanting a more healthy 
lifestyle, then we, as a staff, are 
guilty. 

We are guilty of treating these 
young men as we would want our 
sons and brothers to be treated. 
As brothers, sons or fathers our-
selves, we share the goal not 
only of helping these young men 
improve on the fi eld, but also of 
fulfi lling the SJND mission to de-
velop confi dent, open-minded, 
and generous leaders who will 
make differences in the lives of 
those whom they will encounter. 
By teaching our players to un-
derstand how baseball relates to 
life, we pride ourselves, as SJND 
baseball coaches, on producing 
not simply better ballplayers, but 
more importantly, better men. 

I consider each player to be an 
addition to the seven brothers I 
already have — brothers who rec-
ognize that embracing motivation, 
dedication, team, accountability, 
and process provides a repertoire 
of skills that extends beyond the 
base paths to the teachings of Je-
sus Christ. 

Lujan relies on fabricating 
baseless and utterly inaccurate 
accusations in a spurious letter. 
Our goals as SJND baseball coach-
es are aimed at focusing on more 
than just the education of the 
sport, but also on the inspiration 
of courageous and virtuous lead-
ers who avoid such defamations 
and instead rely on veracity and 
moral compass to guide their de-
cision-making.

That said, I warmly invite Lujan 
to attend any SJND baseball game 
and to ask the parents and play-
ers within our program about the 

coaching staff so you can rid your-
self of this comparison you have 
so foolishly and contemptuously 
concocted.

— Victor Republicano, III
Coach, SJND baseball

Nothing like that
Editor:
Our son is currently a player on 

the St. Joseph Notre Dame (SJND) 
baseball team. We have never wit-
nessed a player being insulted, hu-
miliated or abused. L. Lujan, (“Stop 
the abuse,” April 11) are you sure it 
was the SJND team you witnessed? 
What you say sounds like nothing 
that we have experienced. 

We are happy with the coaches 
and look forward to our son partici-
pating in this program for another 
three years.

— Roberta and Jim Ratto

Case of mistaken 
identity
Editor:

I have no idea what team L. 
Lujan (“Stop the abuse,” April 11) 
was watching but it was not Saint 
Joseph Notre Dame (SJND). My 
son played in the SJND baseball 
program all four years. He was in-
spired, motivated and encouraged 
by his coaches. 

I wholeheartedly agree with 
David Graybeal’s comments (“Ex-
ceptional coaches work at St. Joes,” 
April 18), we are blessed to have 
these dedicated individual’s coach-
ing our kids. My son has moved on 
to college and is a confi dent, suc-
cessful student and athlete. I attri-
bute a lot of this to his years at SJND 
especially as a Pilot athlete.

— Dede Cunningham

See nothing, hear 
nothing, know nothing
Editor:

I saw this student riot and I 
was the person who reported it 
to the police. I did not imagine 
seeing a teenager lifted over some-
one’s shoulder and slammed to the 
asphalt on his back.

Alameda Sun, your anonymous 
witness did not see what I saw or 
is lying.

School board member Trish 
Spencer opines that an email from 
a registered Alameda voter about 
a student fight is not evidence 
of a student fight. Trish Spencer 
couldn’t find evidence of evolution 
in the Origins of Species.

Sadly, Jason Gardner and Omar 
Westbrook’s comments demon-
strate that the public nuisances 
created by these schools will not be 
addressed by individuals respon-
sible for student behavior.

See nothing, hear nothing, know 
nothing. Great way to operate an 
alternative high school campus.

— Patrick Lynch

Those who want 
respect, give respect
Editor:

This reporter and the Alameda 
Sun owe Alternatives in Action stu-
dents a public apology. 

This “reporting” is outrageous 
and maligns an entire group of 
people. While it is possible for any 
individual to indulge in inappropri-
ate behavior, it was not, in this case, 
BASE students who are to blame. 
This is shameful. 

I fail to see how a community 
can expect respect from youth 
when it fails to give it.

— Kathleen Seabolt

Celebrating Earth Day
Editor:

In the wake of bombings, explo-
sions and a terror-fi lled week having 
plagued our country, I fi nd myself 
seeking calm and peaceful retreats 
that remind me of what our world is 
really about. 

We are human beings, not ob-
jects, and we all seek love in dif-
ferent forms. We are all guilty of 
getting off course and steering the 
wrong way from time to time but 
just like our nation, we continue 
to bounce back more resilient than 
ever. 

I celebrated Earth Day at Wash-
ington Park on Saturday. I felt a 
pronounced sense of freedom, hap-
piness and joy. I looked around to 
see smiles, laughter, pets that bring 

unconditional love, music that lifts 
vibrations and children learning 
and growing into the new face of 
our leaders. 

I felt harmony and balance and 
a brother/sisterhood of those like- 
minded in bringing all things good 
to our community. 

I saw those who have been injured 
physically from unknown causes. I 
myself am with my tripod dachshund 
mix who lost his limb and who con-
tinues to be a natural-therapy dog 
bringing sunshine to all. 

I saw colors, prizes, competition 
and friends. I hear cheers, oohhhs 
and ahhhs and applause. 

I am proud to be a resident, a 
peaceful warrior, a happiness mon-
ger with a smile at the ready to 
make a new friend. Our earth is our 
home, our treasure, our mother. 

Let’s all unite everyday like we 
did Saturday. Let’s keep hope alive, 
bring back faith and in the words of 
Mahatma Ghandi, “Be the change 
we wish to see in the world!”

— Minna Nix

Bullies Don’t Just 
Operate in School

Many adults grew up in a world 
where bullying was accepted. 
Most people associate bullying 
with children, but adults certainly 
continue their school-age tenden-
cies to bully people. Some adults 
choose to do their bullying not in 
person, not in your face, but via 
telephone. The Alameda Sun has 
experienced a rash of telephone 
bullying lately. 

If the Sun does something to 
anger a bully, that bully picks up 
the phone and does what comes 
naturally: yell and lecture. Some-
times the bully peppers the con-
versation with a few choice swear 
words. A more sophisticated bully 
might lower his or her voice and 
leave the cursing out of the con-
versation, but the diatribe has the 
same effect. It raises blood pres-
sure and, if the bully gets his or 
her way, builds to on an exchange 
of anger. 

The Sun fi nds calls from bullies 
associated with (or associating 
themselves with) schools, church-
es or the city especially bother-
some — these are all entities that 
publicly preach against bullying 
but feel especially righteous when 
speaking out against someone who 
disagrees with them. 

Bullying by adults in Alam-
eda recorded by the Alameda Sun 
includes:

 Threatening that a verbal or 
even violent confrontation with a 
writer will occur in public because 
of something he or she wrote in 
the Alameda Sun.

 Lecturing our staff in a less-
than-civil tone in a voice loud 
enough to hurt the ear.

 Telling staff members how 
too write stories or what we must 
do about a story that’s already ap-
peared in the Sun.

 Reading an already published 
Alameda Sun story to our staff with 
running negative comments.

 Rambling on and not allow-
ing our staff to interject anything 
into the conversation.

 Swearing: A recent caller told 
our staff that he read our f-word 
story and wants the Alameda Sun 
to do f-word something about it. 

Many times, the person argues 
over a matter of point of view, that 
a story hadn’t taken his or her 
point of view in a particular way. 
Alameda Sun writers do their best 
to present multiple perspectives 
in a story. The fact that an op-
posing viewpoint appeared didn’t 
make the story one-sided. In fact, 
it made the story two-sided.

Once he or she has fi nished 
with a tirade, a bully often adds a 

special touch by asking for a favor. 
The bully often wants an apology, 
a retraction or a meeting. 

The Alameda Sun is putting 
bullies on notice. We will not tol-
erate them; we will not respond to 
them and we will not do them any 
favors.

As always, the Alameda Sun 
welcomes cordial phone calls. We 
especially welcome our readers to 
express their opinions in writing 
for our Op-Ed page, which remains 
open to all members of the com-
munity. 

In every case, it would have 
been better to write us than pick 
up the phone when express-
ing your opinion regarding the 
Alameda Sun. We value every bit of 
criticism and often print what our 
critics say on this very page, so let 
fl y with whatever you’d like to say, 
Just do it quietly on a keyboard or 
a notepad somewhere. 

We also ask adults everywhere 
to look around them. Bullying 
happens not just at schools. Ap-
parently the adult world has 
learned to accept abusive con-
versation on the phone in certain 
contexts, or that loud outbursts 
at public meetings are acceptable 
behavior. 

If it’s not acceptable for the 
kids, guess what? It’s not accept-
able for you, either.

Editorial

Susan Galleymore
More than two dozen residents 

attended the Navy’s public com-
ment meeting held in the Main 
Library on April 9. The meeting ad-
dressed the Navy’s reversal of an 
earlier decision to remove contami-
nation from the “burn area” of the 
former waste dump on the north-
western tip of Alameda Point

The Navy’s new plan, Alterna-
tive BA-1, leaves contaminants in 
place topped with a soil cover and 
installs a waste-isolation bulkhead 
to reduce the fl ow of contaminants 
into the bay.  

Residents’ comments indicate 
uniform disapproval of the change. 
One speaker said that predecessors 
may not have understood potential 
damage when they improperly dis-
posed hazardous wastes but our gen-
eration has the awareness and the 
technology to make better choices. 

“We have a responsibility to 
ensure that future generations of 
Alamedans aren’t saddled with 
the same toxic pollution problems 
we face,” another speaker told the 
Navy. 

A third speaker, a homeowner 
and mother whose grandfather 

served in the Navy, called the new 
modifi ed remedy an irresponsible, 
temporary patch.

The Navy also heard from a 
speaker who said that the govern-
ment is avoiding responsibility for 
full cleanup and hedging both fi nan-
cial and moral responsibility.

Excerpts from the Restoration 
Advisory Board’s (RAB) public com-
ment letter indicate lack of support 
as well. The board is responsible 
for overseeing the Navy’s cleanup 
at Alameda Point. 

Because the original plan con-
structed a cap, no environmental 
risk assessment was performed. 
Now that the Navy proposes a 
cover, isn’t a risk assessment re-
quired?

Since no biological survey 
has ever been performed, no one 
should assume bulldozing will not 
harm the environment. If the Navy’s 
preferred alternative moves for-
ward, a biological survey should be 
performed. 

BA-1 is not protective of the en-
vironment. The risks posed by leav-
ing toxic waste in an area with the 

Navy Avoids Full Cleanup Responsibility
highest risk for liquefaction and 
at a location in close proximity to 
an active earthquake fault are not 
addressed. Moreover, a severe 
seismic event will likely breach 
the waste dump anchored in Mer-
ritt Sand that is subject to lique-
faction. Resulting sand volcanoes 
will likely bring contaminants to 
the surface. 

Costs have been under esti-
mated too. 

While the half-life of radium-
226 is 1,620 years, toxic metals 
such as cadmium, chrome 6, 
zinc and lead remain in the soil 
indefi nitely unless washed into 
the bay. If one accepts the con-
sultant’s 100-year estimated life-
expectancy for the waste dump, 

Commentary
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