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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the city 
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Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express views 
of the writers and do not 
necessarily reflect the opin-
ions of the Alameda Sun, its 
advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Watch out
Editor:

Regarding the request from the 
charter school people to take over 
Wood Middle School for their new 
site (“Potential ACLC Move Stirs 
Wood Middle Parents,” Jan. 31), 
I would like to issue a warning: If 
you ever invite anyone from this 
charter school over for dinner, 
within a few days they will call you 
back and tell you what they would 
like for dinner.

— Ashley Jones

Republican travesty
Editor: 

All I can say as a registered 
Republican I was embarrassed by 
the Republican Party’s  response 
to President Barack Obama’s 
State of the Union address. It 
would seem to me that Senator 
Marco Rubio (R-FL) had fi lmed 
and taped his response speech 
before even hearing the address. 

He did not respond to any of 
the points Obama brought up and 
that I cared to hear about. Rubio 
did not respond to the sugges-
tions Obama brought up about 
withdrawing from Afghanistan. 
He did not respond to the Presi-
dent’s wish to change gun laws. 
He did not respond to the change 
in the minimum wage. Frankly, it 
was a travesty and a total waste 
of an opportunity for the Repub-
lican Party to have something im-
portant to say when we were all 
watching or listening. 

I think I will register to be a 
Democrat. It feels more American 
than being a member for the same 
party as Rubio who was spouting 
a message disingenuously put to-
gether to try to appeal to those 
who had not voted for the Repub-
lican Party in November 2012.

— Wendy Markel

APD acts wisely
Editor: 

We must have the fi nest police 
department in the United States. 

On Sunday morning, Feb. 10, 
I was walking my rescue grey-
hound, Katie Bugs, in Jackson 
Park. There, we saw two Alameda 
Police Department (APD) offi cers 
standing over a large cardboard 
box, clearly concerned with 
whatever was inside. I asked what 
they had in the box and one of 
the offi cers quietly replied it was 
an injured owl. I thanked them for 
taking care of the owl and contin-
ued on our walk. 

A little while later, while driv-

Megan Elliott-Avakian 
I’ve read a plethora of letters in 

recent weeks regarding the move 
of Alameda Community Learn-
ing Center (ACLC) to the Wood 
Middle School (WMS) campus, 
all of which have been very nega-
tive and mean-spirited toward our 
ACLC community. 

As the mother of an ACLC high 
school student, I feel compelled to 
defend my child and our amazing 
school.

ACLC, a sixth- to 12th-grade 
charter school, has occupied the 
campus at Encinal High School 
(EHS) quite successfully for the 
last 18 years. The idea that the 
community “wants” to move to 
WMS is kind of humorous. We’re 
being told by the Alameda Unifi ed 
School District (AUSD) that we 
need to leave to make room for the 
EHS pilot middle school program, 
and they have offered part of the 
WMS campus as the new ACLC 
home. 

One of the reasons the program 
works so well is that the school is 
small, from 350 to 370 students, 
and I think there are maybe 17-20 
seniors this year. ACLC is not mov-
ing to WMS to steal students, so 
no worries there. Our high-school 
students have been side-by-side 
with middle-schoolers, some 180 
each year, without incident. I’m 
guessing they won’t be bothering 
WMS kids. 

Some 90 percent of ACLC high 
school graduates go on to Uni-
versity of California schools. My 
guess is that they are too busy 
with their projects, community 
service, college classes, mentor-
ing, clubs, sports and internships 
to be pestering anyone. And our 
facilitators are pretty amazing, so 
I’m certain beyond a doubt that 
they will never let that happen. 

But here’s the bigger issue for 
me. What are we teaching our kids 
if, every time we are faced with 
change; with something new; with 
something we didn’t choose or 
have no control over, we become 
negative and lash out? 

Are our kids not going to be in 
these situations out there in life? 
Wouldn’t it be more productive, 
more helpful and more commu-
nity building if, instead of publicly 
bashing that which we know noth-
ing about and therefore fear, we 
embrace this opportunity as one 
for renewal? 

This move is going to be chal-
lenging for both schools. We are 
going to have to pack up 18 years 
of academia and move to an en-
vironment that may or may not 

mimic the one our learners have 
had for the past many years, and 
make it work. Our learners, some 
of whom have been at the EHS cam-
pus for fi ve or six years, are going 
to be shell-shocked. Can’t we, as 
parents, be compassionate and em-
pathetic? They did not choose this; 
it was chosen for them. Let’s model 
positive outlooks and fi nding the 
good in all situations. Let’s let them 
know that, even when things feel 
uncomfortable and appear diffi -
cult, they can grow into something 
really amazing and thriving. 

This may be a positive step 
for WMS, but we’ll never know if 
it’s not given a chance, if our kids 
aren’t given a chance. Please, be-
fore you judge ACLC learners and 
facilitators and decide for your-
self, your child and our communi-
ty that this is a horrible thing, see 
what happens; learn what ACLC 
is all about. Get to know our com-
munity of learners and facilitators. 
You might just like them.

Megan Elliott-Avakian is an 
ACLC parent.

Let’s Teach Our Kids 
About Compassion

What are we teaching our kids if, every 
time we are faced with change; with 
something new; with something we 
didn’t choose or have no control over, 
we become negative and lash out? 

Commentary

ing to Walnut Creek, I noticed an 
Alameda police car on Highway 24 
heading east. 

Odd, I thought, to see an APD 
car outside of Alameda. I then real-
ized that it was the two offi cers with 
the owl taking the injured creature 
to Lindsey Wildlife Museum Reha-
bilitation Hospital in Walnut Creek. 
Seeing the dedication of the offi cers 
to ensuring the safety of an injured 
owl made my day. 

I want to publicly thank Alame-
da’s police department for not only 
making us safe, but for also taking 
good care of our animal friends as 
well.

— Jeffrey Heyman

Thanks from 
Relay for Life

 
Editor:

The American Cancer Society’s 
2013 Relay For Life of Alameda Com-
mittee is grateful for the commu-
nity support of our rally on Feb. 6, 
hosted by the Community of Harbor 
Bay Isle Owners Association and 
decorated by Balloon Mania.  

Tomatina’s, Straw Hat Pizza, High 
Street Station Café and La Val’s Pizza 
provide the refreshments. The rally 
offered newcomers a look at what 
participants can expect at Relay for 
Life, a 24-hour community campout 
to celebrate cancer survivors, 

“Hero of Hope” Bruce Bogart 
shared how the American Cancer 
Society assisted him and his wife 
with information, rides to treatment 
and support following his diagnosis 
of bladder cancer.  

This year’s relay will be on June 
22 and 23 at Encinal High School 
track. For information visit www.
RelayForLife.org/AlamedaCA or call 
995-9409.

— Anne Marie Fourré

That is an eyesore
Editor:

I completely agree with Arturo 
Garcia’s letter (“There’s a new eye-
sore on Central Avenue,” Jan. 14.)  
I’ve been watching the reconstruc-
tion of the Islander over the passing 
weeks while either driving or walk-
ing by and really can’t believe this is 
what the city came up with. 

What are those metal wings that 
stick out from the Central Avenue 
side for? It also looks like they sim-
ply bolted three plastic strips on 
the outside of what must be sliding 
doors. I think if you got too close to 
the open door from inside and lost 
your balance you’d end up falling 
into the street.

Please tell me that there is more 

Karen Kenney
If you watch the Academy 

Awards this weekend with a girl, 
she may “ooh” and “ahh” over the 
pretty dresses. She may be excited 
to see nine-year-old Quvenzhané 
Wallis, the youngest Best Actress 
nominee ever. If she is older, she 
may also be interested in the roles 
women nominees portray, ranging 
from a determined CIA agent to a 
First Lady and a six-year-old facing 
a natural disaster and possible or-
phanhood. 

However, she is likely unaware 
of just how much media she sees 
in her life, how infrequently it 
shows women and girls in positive 
ways or as leaders, or is created 
by someone who looks like her.

Women continue to struggle, 
particularly behind the camera. 
Among the 2013 Oscar nominees, 
there are 132 men versus just 32 
women. There are no women nom-
inees in fi ve categories, including 
directing, cinematography, and 
writing (original screenplay). Only 
nine percent of the top 250 gross-
ing Hollywood fi lms last year were 
directed by women, according to 
Center for the Study of Women in 
Television and Film. This is the 
same percentage as 15 years ago. 

So it is hardly a surprise that 
while exciting, diverse portrayals 
of girls and women exist, there are 
far too few of them. This trickles 
down all the way to girl-friendly 
media. From 2006 to 2009, 80.5 
percent of all working characters 

in G-rated family fi lms were male 
and 19.5 percent were female, ac-
cording to The Geena Davis Insti-
tute on Gender in Media. 

None of the female portrayals 
appeared in the fi elds of medical 
science, as a business leader, in 
law, or politics.

Hence, media literacy, the abil-
ity to evaluate and analyze media 
consumed, is a critical skill for ev-
ery girl. But take it a step farther, 
and media literacy becomes some-
thing more: inspiration for a girl to 
fi nd her voice and create positive, 
realistic portrayals that refl ect the 
diversity of girls and women and 
their lives.

Media literacy can start with 
a simple conversation. The next 
time you watch TV or a fi lm with 
a girl, discuss how girl and women 
characters were portrayed. What 
roles does she see them play? How 
were these different from the role 
played by boys/men? If she were 
to highlight an issue important to 
girls in your family or community 
on camera, what would it be? 

You can also lead by example and 
provide positive media role models. 
Support women-made movies and 
television shows and those featur-
ing strong female characters. If you 
have an opportunity, introduce a 
girl you know to a woman fi lmmak-
er, producer, or fi lm student. 

Not every girl will grow up to 
give an award-winning performance 
of a complex female character or 
accept an Oscar for Best Director. 

But with the right education 
and support, she can grow up 
into a woman who consumes me-
dia smartly and supports diverse 
roles for women in front of and 
behind the lens. 

Karen D. Kenney is the execu-
tive director of Girls Inc. of the Is-
land City.

Editor’s Note: Turn to page 10 for 
more commentary on local issues.

Look Beyond Just 
Glamour and Gowns

Commentary

work to be done on the outside of 
the building because I haven’t seen 
anything this ugly since the city cut 
down the trees on Park Street.

— Rick Linderme

Not what founders 
envisioned
Editor:

I am glad to see that the gun con-
trol issue is still generating letters 
to the Alameda Sun. I would like the 
opportunity to respond to some of 
the comments of your readers. Sev-
eral readers commented on their 
Second Amendment rights and feel 
that I am skirting this issue. 

 I don’t think our Founding Fa-
thers envisioned that the right to 
bear arms would extend to assault 
weapons. Adam Lanza used one in 
Newtown, which allowed him in a 
few minutes to kill 20 children and 
six adults. That’s outrageous. 

The police were able to respond 
in three minutes but it was too late. 
The right to life of my children 
trumps your right to have an as-
sault weapon. Several other readers 
continue to insist that having guns 
in the home will protect you against 
intruders. 

Let’s take the case of Monday, 
Feb. 11, in a South Shore apartment 
here in Alameda. A man was criti-
cally wounded “when he tried to re-
trieve his own gun to defend himself 
again the men who had confronted 
him, saying they had come to take 
guns kept at the apartment.” 

Let me repeat the facts: Guns 
kept in homes are more likely to be 
involved in an accidental shooting, 
criminal assault, or suicide attempt 
than to be used for self-defense. 
Monica Bradshaw writes (“Gun 
questions to ponder,” Feb. 14) that 
Australia had an increase in gun-re-
lated homicides after they banned 
fi rearms: not true. The fi rearm ho-
micide rate fell by 59 percent, and 
the fi rearm suicide rate fell by 65 
percent in the decade after the law 
was introduced. She also wants us 
to believe that areas with the strict-
est gun laws have the most gun-re-
lated homicides. 

A recent report from the Law 
Center to Prevent Gun Violence 
shows the opposite: The states 
with the strictest gun laws have the 
lowest rate of gun-related deaths 
(tinyurl.com/cj5x6vq). Jim Kern 
writes (“Leave Big 5 alone,” Feb. 14) 
that drunk drivers kill more people 
each year than fi rearms. Not true. 
There were 30,470 fi rearm deaths 
in the U.S. in 2010 (Centers for Dis-
ease Control, includes suicides) and 
10,228 drunk driving deaths in the 
same year (National Highway Traf-
fi c Safety Administration). 

In any case, we regulate cars to 
make them safer, by requiring driv-
ers to wear seat belts. Let’s do the 
same with guns. If law-abiding gun 
owners want to buy hunting rifl es, 
fi ne, but no more assault weapons, 
and we must have universal back-
ground checks. 

As far as Big 5, I think children 
seeing guns in the store gives the 
message that guns are an accept-
able part of our culture. I think that 
sends the wrong message to our 
children, while we massacre thou-
sands of our fellow citizens each 
year with fi rearms. The slaughter 
has to stop and it should stop now.

— Paul English

Crab feed hosts 
thank supporters
Editor:

We’d like to say a big thank you 
to the parents, volunteers, faculty, 
students, sponsors and guests who 
made St. Joseph Notre Dame High 
School’s (SJND) 32nd Annual Crab 
Feed and Auction a success! The 
fundraiser on Feb. 2 raised $79,000 
for tuition assistance and athletics. 

The generosity of all SJND’s sup-
porters and donors will ensure that 
students at SJND receive a quality 
education, college prep courses and 
the opportunity to participate in co-
curricular activities, a place where 
students can build upon their char-
acter and leadership skills. More 
than 60 percent of our students 
play sports and more than 40 per-
cent of our students receive tuition 
assistance. 

As a result of the hard work by 
all of the volunteers, the Kelly Gym 
was transformed into an enchanted 
“Black and White Night” adorned 
with balloons and twinkling lights. 
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