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OPINION

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the 
city of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express views 
of the writers and do not 
necessarily reflect the opin-
ions of the Alameda Sun, its 
advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Go, Cougars
Editor: 

It is nice to see an article 
about the positive things that are 
happening with student athletes 
at College of Alameda (“Cougars 
Enjoy Banner Season,” Jan. 3) 
Great job, Lady Cougars! And, a 
special thanks to the outstand-
ing coaching staff lead by Coach 
Linda Thompson.

— Jannet N. Jackson, Ph.D. 
President, 

College of Alameda

Goodness continues
Editor:

I went for a run the other 
morning but didn’t want to 
carry my keys so I left them by 
the Dumpster of my building, of 
course, not a good idea but I fi g-
ured Dumpster diving isn’t really 
popular in Alameda so I would be 
safe. 

When I returned from my run 
the keys were nowhere to be 
found. I looked long and hard in 
vain. I went inside dejected at 
the thought of having to replace 
my keys. I moved here from New 
York. I fi gured I should just go out 
and make sure my car was still 
parked outside my place. 

Much to my surprise on the 
seat of my car under a note from 
Danny and Don, who it turns out 
are my sanitation workers, were 
the keys. They had walked a 
block or more from the Dumpster 
pushing the electronic car key 
until they found my car. 

I was so impressed with their 
kindness and goodness. In a 
world that seems to be increas-
ing in our distrust of others I 
thought it would be good to 
publish the news that goodness 
continues. 

— Ruth Campbell

Report the facts, please
Editor: 

I am wholeheartedly discour-
aged by an article on the front 
page of the Alameda Sun, regard-
ing a petition of Big 5 to halt gun 
sales (“Residents Petition to Halt 
Big 5 Gun Sales,” Jan. 17.)

The article contains incor-
rect and misguided information. 
I expect better investigation and 
reporting from the Alameda Sun, 
my favorite local paper.

Can we look at facts please? 
A Ruger “takedown” denotes 
that the rifl e is capable of being 
broken down into two pieces for 
easy transport and use by pilots 
or back-woods travelers in cases 

George B. Humphreys, P.E.
Like many Alamedans, I’ve been 

concerned about global warming, 
rising sea levels and their impli-
cations for possible fl ooding in 
Alameda. As a member of the Res-
toration Advisory Board for the 
cleanup of the former Alameda Na-
val Air Station, I’ve heard citizens 
express concerns about whether 
the Navy is taking into account ris-
ing sea levels in its remedial clean-
up efforts. Historically, bay waters 
have risen 25 to 30 feet in the last 
3,500 years (or about a foot every 
century). Scientists have project-
ed a sea level rise of fi ve feet by 
the end of this century. 

In December the so-called king 
tides occured because the sun and 
moon were on opposite sides of the 
earth. The high tides in December 
were around nine feet in Alameda. 
Remember that the rising average 
sea level is a benchmark to which 
other effects such as tsunamis, 
king tides, storm surges and mas-
sive storms must be added.

When Hurricane Sandy hit 
the east coast, the storm surge 
reached 30 feet and caused severe 
property damage along the New 
Jersey shore, in New York City, 
including fl ooding of the subway 
system. Like many, I thought, 
“Well, at least we don’t have to 
worry about hurricanes on the 
West Coast.” Then, an article ap-
peared in the January issue of 
Scientifi c American that described 
the great California rainstorm of 
1861-62. That storm lasted for 43 
straight days and turned the Sac-
ramento and San Joaquin valleys 
into an inland sea 300 miles long 
and 20 miles wide. Thousands of 
people died and Sacramento was 
fl ooded for six months. Geologists 
have recently discovered, through 
core borings of gravel layers, that 
massive fl oods have occurred in 
California every two centuries. 
Thus, we can reasonably antici-

pate such a massive storm within 
the next 50 years. The effects of 
global warming may make these 
super storms more severe. Storms 
of this magnitude are engendered 
by “atmospheric rivers” that bring 
in moist air from the warm waters 
in the Pacifi c around Hawaii. 

A computer-generated simula-
tion of such a storm shows not 
only fl ooding of the Central Val-
ley, but also extreme water-level 
rises in the San Francisco Bay as 
the storm runoff tries to reach the 
ocean. Low-lying areas of the East 
Bay, Alameda, San Francisco, Marin 
County and the South Bay would 
be inundated. Since 1861 about half 
of the main island of Alameda has 
been fi lled. Many of these fi ll areas 
are just 10 feet or so above sea lev-
el, particularly at Alameda Point. 

In July of last year, the city 
council approved a new housing 
element to accommodate an addi-
tional 2,420 housing units for resi-
dential development during the 
2007-2014 planning period. These 
zoning changes were forced on the 
city by the state and the Associ-
ated Bay Area Governments in the 
form of Alameda’s Regional Hous-
ing Need Allocation. 

The planning objective was to 
move toward more densely popu-
lated inner-core cities and save 
energy by cutting commuting dis-
tances. However, we should ques-
tion the wisdom of promoting high-
er population densities in areas 
subject to periodic fl ooding. This 
concern applies not only to areas 
like New Orleans and New York/
New Jersey, but also the Bay Area. 
We should ask ourselves what are 
the traffi c problems and how do 
we evacuate people from Alameda 
with the tubes fl ooded? Also, are 
storm water pumping stations ad-
equate and are they provided with 
emergency power? Several of the 

10 areas designated for additional 
housing are in relatively low-lying 
areas, like the Coast Guard North 
Housing site, Neptune Pointe at 
the foot of McKay Avenue and Al-
ameda Landing. Our grieveance 
should not be with the city or its 
planning staff, because the city 
was almost forced into this action. 
We should take our concerns to 
the state level by contacting our 
legislators and Gov. Jerry Brown. 

City offi cials could require de-
velopers to raise the elevation of 
low-lying sites by bringing in, say, 
fi ve feet of fi ll before starting con-
struction. Offi cials can also require 
that any multi-story buildings have 
critical utilities, such as emergen-
cy power, located on higher fl oors. 
Alameda Municipal Power should 
verify that its substations (such 
as that on the Alameda side of the 
High Street Bridge) are protected 
against fl ooding. The city could 
coordinate with the Coast Guard 
to plan for emergency evacuation 
by organizing fl eets of evacuation 
vessels such as ferries and private 
boats. Regional and state offi cials 
can plan and execute construction 
projects to raise the elevation of lo-
cal freeways and evacuation routes  
as well as the eastern approaches 
to the Bay Bridge and the Webster 
and Posey tubes to prevent fl ood-
ing. Has the state considered the 
effects of such major fl ooding on 
the high speed rail system through 
the Central Valley? 

George Humphrey is a board-
certifi ed nuclear/mechanical engi-
neer who has lived in Alameda for 
30 years.

Planning Now for 
Changing Climate
Alameda developers need to consider rising sea levels 

Commentary Several of the 10 
areas designated 
for additional 
housing are in 
relatively low-
lying areas. 

of emergency. It is meant to be a 
survivalist weapon.

The article also refers to the 
Remington 770 .30-06 Bolt Action 
as a “semi-automatic assault rifl e.” 
A bolt action rifl e requires manual 
loading of each round and therefore 
is not semi-automatic.

The Ruger 10/22 and the ATI 
.22 both fi re projectiles the size of 
frozen peas at very low velocities. 
They are only slightly more power-
ful than a compressed air rifl e or 
B.B. gun. 

These fi rearms are intended for 
hunting small game, training, target 
shooting, plinking, or for use as a 
survival tool, not as weapons of 
mass destruction, as quoted in the 
article.

The tragedy at Sandy Hook El-
ementary was a truly horrifi c event, 
but attacking Big 5 is a misguided 
and knee-jerk reaction to the situa-
tion. The weapons available at Big 
5 are nothing like the Bushmaster 
XM-15, which was used in that hor-
rible tragedy. The XM-15, commonly 
referred to as an AR-15, is a true as-
sault rifl e. It is quite obvious that the 
people signing this petition have no 
real experience on the issue of fi re-
arms and are reacting emotionally, 
rather than analyzing the facts. 

I am not a member of the Na-
tional Rifl e Association (NRA), nor 
am I gun nut. I was raised in North-
ern Minnesota by loving parents 
who were both open-minded and 
liberal school teachers. I took fi re-
arms safety training as a child and 
was fi ring a Ruger 10/22, along with 
a Stevens .410 shotgun, at a very 
early age. 

I am also an honorably dis-
charged veteran of the United States 
Army and served in combat over-
seas. I have real-world experience 
with assault rifl es. I agree that civil-
ians should not have access to high-
capacity magazines or true assault 
rifl es. Background checks should be 
tightened for such fi rearms, espe-
cially in the area of mental health.

My wife and I came to Alameda 
in 1998 and fell in love with our Is-
land City. We also love the California 
back country. We routinely shop at 
Big 5 for camping gear, fi shing gear 
and sporting licenses, as well as wa-
ter wings for our two-year-old and 
tennis balls for our dog. 

We support Big 5 and will con-
tinue to bring them our business. I 
ask that people in our fair city, and 
across the nation, stop using the 
victims of these horrible tragedies 
to promote their personal agen-
das on gun control. Use facts and 
reason, not irrational emotional 
responses.

— Kyle Hansen

Don’t tell me 
what I need
Editor: 

The Second Amendment is not 
about hunting, it’s about protec-
tion of the individual. Do you want 
to live in a police state? I don’t 
either, but when the police are bet-
ter armed than the general public, 
you have the basis of a police state. 
I don’t want to live in a place where 
the police have special exemptions, 
where the law writes particular 
exemptions for the police or the 
government. The law should apply 
to all equally, and if we don’t need 
assault rifles on the streets, then the 
police shouldn’t be allowed to have 
them, either. The police are simply 
citizens with power of arrest, paid 
to do full-time what every citizen 
should do on an as-needed basis.

Law abiding citizens are not the 
problem. My guns are not the prob-
lem. But, when you tell me “You don’t 
need...,” I wonder why you have the 
gall to presume to know what I need. 
I’m a free American and what I need 
is none of your business. How dare 
you presume to dictate my needs?

— James Wendt

Irresponsible reporting
Editor:

I protest you irresponsible and 
shameful reporting, (“Schools Lack 
Basic Safety Measures,” Jan. 17). If 
someone wanted to know how lax 
security was for our children you just 
informed them. As a father of three 
children attending Alameda schools 
I am outraged that you would print 
such an irresponsible article without 
allowing our local government and 
schools the opportunity to correct 
the potential flaws. Shame on the 
editors for allowing such a story and 
naming specific schools. Your report-
er should have alerted the school 
officials and allowed a fix to be put in 
place before publishing information 
that could place our kids at risk.

Alameda Sun, please reconsider 
such reporting that places our chil-
dren at risk!

And as for (“Residents Petition 
Big 5 to Halt Gun Sales,” Jan. 17) 
None of the rifles listed are assault 
rifles, assault rifles are military type 
rifles with intermediate powered 
ammunition. The rifles you listed 
are either bolt-action or .22-cali-
ber low-powered target rifles. As a 
retired police sergeant and firearms 
intructor for youth organizations 
and responsible citizens I am con-
cerned with this reporter’s inaccu-
rate, clearly biased and uninformed 
reporting.

Big 5 is a reponsible and sup-
portive organization and an asset 
to the community.

— Randy Lantz

Editor’s note: No one on the 
Sun’s editorial staff owns or ever has 
owned a gun. Officials at Big 5 did 
not respond to calls to clarify details 
about their merchandise.

On those bags
Editor:

Cloth and canvas bags are the 
“ugly ducklings” of (reusable) 
shopping bags (“Treat Reusable 
Bags Like Dirty Laundry,” Jan. 17). 
They don’t hold their shape, being 
fl oppy. I can imagine people just 
throwing them away when they 
get too dirty. 

“We” will wash our own bags. 
Oh, but of course, what about the 
many who don’t? Our food could 
get indirectly contaminated from 
someone else’s dirty bag, could it 
not?

— Harvey Pearson

It’s outrageous to 
boycott Big 5
Editor:

Americans and Alamedans have 
a right to purchase legal guns. The 
reason for citizens to own firearms 
is for protection against tyranny 
both “foreign and domestic,” not 
just for sport. History is full of 
examples of countries that have 
turned against their unarmed citi-

zens. People who don’t trust them-
selves around guns do not need 
to own them, but they should 
not infringe upon others’ consti-
tutional right to have weapons for 
protection. 

Alameda is next door to one of 
the most crime-ridden cities in the 
nation. We have and need the right 
to protect our lives and property 
in our homes. If one is so against 
this right, they should put a sign up 
in front of their house that reads, 
“This is a gun-free house.”

No one would ever advertise 
this, since the potential for a hom-
eowner owning a weapon is what 
keeps us all from increasing the 
chance of being the victims of 
violent criminals. 

Leave Big 5 alone. They are the 
only gun store in town.

— Arthur Wong

In response to 
anti-NRA letter

Editor:
Labeling National Rifle 

Association (NRA) members as 
mentally unstable has no justifica-

tion and is an ad hominem fallacy 
(“Start at the Source,” Jan. 17). 

The NRA has been an impor-
tant part of fighting for our consti-
tutional right to defend ourselves 
and our nation. There are already 
policies in place that effectively 
regulate the sale and ownership 
of guns. 

The USA has a very low amount 
of murders by guns when com-
pared with other countries around 
the world where gun ownership is 
allowed. 

There will always be a few cra-
zies, but they should not ruin it for 
law-abiding Americans. Labeling 
people who stand up for our 
constitutional rights as “mentally 
unstable” and “dangerous” is a 
tactic that was used in communist 
Russia and fascist Nazi Germany. 

We should all be proud that 
there is still an organization of 
concerned Americans who want 
to preserve one of the founding 
principles of our great republic. 

Even if you don’t join the 
NRA, it deserves our support and 
respect.

— Joe Matuko

Correction
Last week’s article, 

“Residents Petition Big 5 to Halt 
Gun Sales,” contained an error. 
Big 5 Sporting Goods sells rifles, 
but not semi-automatic assault 
rifles, as reported. Officials at 
Big 5 did not respond to calls 
to clarify details about their 
merchandise. The Alameda Sun 
regrets the error.
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