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OPINION
Letters to the Editor

Joe Heller

The Alameda Sun is independently owned and operated. The newspaper is supported by its 
advertisers and subscribers. The Sun focuses on just the news that affects the residents of the 
city of Alameda, from the West End to the East End, from Bay Farm to Alameda Point.

Our Letters Policy
Opinions in Letters to the 
Editor are the express views 
of the writers and do not 
necessarily reflect the opin-
ions of the Alameda Sun, its 
advertisers or staff.
Letters to the Editor are wel-
come from the community. 
Letters must include a name 
and phone number for veri-
fication purposes. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed.
Letters are subject to edit-
ing for length, clarification 
and legal considerations. 
Please try to limit letters 
to 250 words.
Mail your letters to Editor, 
Alameda Sun, 3215 J 
Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501, or e-mail them to 
editor@alamedasun.com.
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Jane Grimaldi
Wood Middle School PTA

Members of the Wood Middle 
School Parent Teacher Associa-
tion would like to update the com-
munity on a very important issue 
facing Wood Middle School.

The charter middle/high 
school Alameda Community 
Learning Center (ACLC) requires 
a new location beginning in the 
2013-2014 school year.

In its search for a new location, 
ACLC has chosen to relocate to 
the Wood Middle School campus 
to take over some of the facility to 
house its charter school.

There are other options for the 
relocation of ACLC and we believe 
the school should be considering 
those options.

Alameda passed the Measure 
A parcel tax on the knowledge 
that Wood Middle School would 
be allowed to continue to remain 
open. The decision of the voters 
indicates the belief that the East 
End and the West End of Alameda 
should each have a traditional 
public middle school.

Allowing a charter school to 
move to the Wood Middle School 
campus would lead to the exact 
result outlined in the Master Plan 
Scenario B that the passing of the 
Measure A parcel tax promised to 
avoid.

Wood and Lincoln middle 
schools are currently the two tra-
ditional public middle schools in 
Alameda. There are a number of 

charter/magnet schools drawing 
enrollment away from the tradi-
tional middle schools and may 
or may not be an option for many 
students.

As ACLC grows, it will increas-
ingly require more of the Wood 
Middle School campus. The Al-
ameda Unifi ed School District 
(AUSD) administration is count-
ing on Woods’ declining enroll-
ment to enable ACLC to grow and 
cause the complete elimination of 
Wood Middle School as a public 
school option.  That would mean 
that the East End would have Lin-
coln Middle School and the West 
End would have no public middle 
school. 

Although AUSD Superinten-
dent Kirsten Vital says that she 
is not recommending the closure 
of Wood Middle School, Wood is 
in danger of eventual closure if 
ACLC is allowed to relocate to the 
Wood campus. We believe Vital is 
fully aware of this.

We believe the school board is 
set to vote on whether or not to 

allow ACLC to move its school to 
share space at the Wood Middle 
School campus. We believe this 
will occur at the Tuesday, Jan. 29, 
school board meeting. 

We are asking concerned 
friends and parents to send an 
email and/or call Vital and school 
board members urging them to 
vote no on letting ACLC move to 
the Wood campus. We also ask 
friends and parents to attend the 
Jan. 29 meeting where this impor-
tant issue will be discussed.

Let the school board members 
know in writing or in person at 
the meeting that you support hav-
ing at least two traditional middle 
schools in Alameda. 

Tell them that you believe 
that this move will lead to Wood 
Middle School eventually being 
given completely over to ACLC 
and lead to the inevitable the clo-
sure of Wood Middle School as a 
public school option for West End 
students. Tell them that closing 
Wood Middle School is against 
the implications of the existing 
Measure A parcel tax. 

We are doing what we can to 
keep the Wood community up to 
date on the issues surrounding 
our school and thank you for your 
support.

Jane Grimaldi is a member of 
the Wood Middle School PTA.

Open letter to city
The Alameda Sun received a 

copy of this letter.

Dear Mayor Gilmore, members 
of the City Council, members of 
the Planning Board and Plan-
ning Services Manager Andrew 
Thomas: 

On Nov. 26, 2012, the Planning 
Board considered the potential 
development of the area known 
as Marina Cove II, on the site that 
the Chipman Moving and Storage 
Company currently occupies. 

This project is the fi rst to be 
approved under the provisions of 
the new Housing Element, there-
fore it has additional signifi cance. 
I am sure that the state will be 
watching to see how the city 
achieves the goals advanced in 
the approved Housing Element.

I am writing on behalf of 
HOMES (Housing Opportunities 
Make Economic Sense), which ad-
vocates for increases in the city’s 
housing inventory with homes of 
various types and for all incomes 
as a goal to achieve in each new 
development. 

We believe there are several 
serious fl aws in the Marina Cove 
II proposal so fundamental that 
they can’t be addressed by just 
rearranging the elements. 

The development was ap-
parently approved in 2000 when 
the density for Alameda was se-
riously restricted and resulted 
in neighborhoods like Bayport, 
where very large houses are 
crammed on very small lots, 
without any amenities such as 
parks/play areas, neighborhood 
retail or internal bus service. 

The Marina Cove II project is 
modeled on the same pattern. In 
the Housing Element the property 
is projected to provide more than 
180 units, which it could easily do 
if properly laid out. The develop-
er planned to build 69 units; with 
much staff effort the number of 
units has increased to 89, or just 
about half of the potential of the 
property and still shows large 
homes on small lots. 

The Marina Cove II site is 
large, a somewhat wedge-shaped 
parcel, with rear views to the 
Oakland hills and the Estuary. 
Instead of squishing the units 
onto little bitty lots, the devel-
oper could build a four-story 
90-unit condo project to take ad-
vantage of the views, have afford-
able rental homes incorporated 
throughout the condos, some at 
reduced price as well as market 
rate for-sale units, and single-fam-

ily homes, all distributed through-
out the development. This would 
permit larger lots, more open space 
and some cafés/neighborhood-serv-
ing retail along Sherman Street or 
Buena Vista Avenue and thus more 
closely resemble traditional Alame-
da neighborhoods. It is a travesty to 
build a smaller version of Bayport 
on this signifi cant site, when the 
tantalizing potential exists to serve 
many more people and to create an 
outstanding asset to our city and 
to meet the goals of our Housing 
Element.

Please consider this develop-
ment carefully and the lost opportu-
nity if the city doesn’t demonstrate 
that it really supports mixed-in-
come, mixed-use neighborhoods 
and homes available to all. Let’s 
not waste the opportunity to offer 
developers support for building the 
kind of development that belongs 
in the 21st century and satisfi es the 
needs and aspirations of so many.

HOMES would deeply appreciate 
your having the courage to say no 
to this unfortunate proposal and set 
appropriate guidelines to achieve 
the type of 2013 development Alam-
eda deserves.

— Helen Sause
President, HOMES

New Year plusses 
and minuses
Editor:

After volunteering several times 
recently with Friends of the Alam-
eda Animal Shelter, I have an even 
greater respect for both the ani-
mals and all the kind people at the 
shelter. So many wonderful dogs, 
cats, rabbits and more would make 
far more loving family additions 
than those purchased from shops 
or mills. 

Dog-wise, there’s an amazing hy-
poallergenic poodle mix there that 
has to be the smartest, sweetest 
pup I’ve seen anywhere (we’ve of 
course adopted all our dogs there), 
many sweet, well-behaved Chihua-
huas that would be snapped up 
instantly back East where there’s a 
shortage and so many others small, 
medium and bigger. 

Animals are a responsibility like 
a child or any loved one and the 
commitment must be there. But if 
you’ve got the desire, a heart and 
a good home, our better-than-ever 
shelter is the place for you. I’m 
guessing dog beds and monetary 
donations would be welcomed, too.

Seeing a few of the newly-plant-
ed tiny trees on Park Street (which 
sadly replaced the much larger, 
grand old trees killed off in 2011 

that would’ve been awash in leaves 
of all colors from last fall, had they 
been spared) fi nally sprouting 
some greenery. Most remain bare- 
branched however. They could use 
some of Alameda’s nursery expert 
Iris Watson’s TLC.

I just read that Rob Bonta, the 
newly minted assemblyman and 
our former vice mayor, got himself 
appointed to California State As-
sembly’s Elections and Redistrict-
ing Committee. For those of us who 
clenched our teeth when Bonta was 
elected a few years back, only to 
quickly announce that he was run-
ning for a completely different and 
bigger offi ce; something doesn’t 
smell right.  

Shouldn’t one even partially at-
tempt to complete a job that one 
ran for, before seeking something 
“grander?” 

Plus the letter about where does 
the money come from to pay off Al-
ameda’s legal settlements, (“Who’s 
Paying SunCal,” Jan. 3) it’s a shame 
we had to settle with SunCal who 
allegedly have pulled this on other 
cities. SunCal reportedly did a poor 
job or no job at all, then sued when 
it got canned, claiming it was an “in-
nocent” party. 

And here’s hoping we don’t have 
to settle with Dave Kapler, the fi red 
and repeatedly disgraced former 
fi re chief, and with parties to other 
possibly frivolous cases.

— Mike Lano

Start at the source
Editor:

I am astonished that someone 
hasn’t taken advantage of the sug-
gestion made by the CEO of the 
National Rifl e Association (NRA)  to 
use a national database of the men-
tally ill to quell gun violence. 

It seems said database is already 
contained within the NRA mailing 
list. We don’t need to know about 
the mentally ill who don’t have guns. 
The crazy and armed subset of the 
NRA is apparently the bad guys with 
guns whom the good guys with guns 
need to protect us all from. 

Carrying a gun apparently gives 
the bearer superpowers to be able 
to distinguish on sight the good 
guys from the bad guys. So the good 
guys would have time to gun down 
the bad guys before the bad guys 
could gun down the good guys. It 
should be a cinch for the NRA to put 
an end to gun violence. 

All they have to do is act: Take 
the guns away from those who act 
irresponsibly before they can do 
anybody any harm. 

So, NRA, when do you start?
— Nancy Pyle

Thanks for the story
Editor:

Many thanks for your outstand-
ing article on the front page of the Al-
ameda Sun (“Planning Jean Sweeney 
Open Space,” Jan. 10), publicizing 
details of the Alameda Citizens Task 
Force meeting on Jan. 16 and the up-
coming public planning sessions by 
the Alameda Parks & Recreation De-
partment in February. This is a great 
service to inform the public about 
the formidable task ahead.  

Your article captured so well the 
fascinating details of the Belt Line’s 
history for the public, and so well 
portrayed Jean Sweeney’s crucial 
actions, which not only enabled the 
city to obtain such a treasure for a 
small fraction of its value, but also 
achieved the rezoning of the rail-

Wood Middle School 
Could Face Closure

CommentaryWe ask friends 
and parents to 
attend the Jan. 
29 school board 
meeting where 
this important 
issue will be 
discussed.

Irene Dieter
Is it just my circle of acquain-

tances or is it getting worse ev-
erywhere? All this talk about the 
distressed unemployed middle 
class has me looking around. It 
seems that more people, even 
highly educated ones, have 
figured out ways to live off the 
public dole rather than work. 
They, like all who demean the 
value of work, do a disservice 
to us all.

The truly needy — those un-
able to work — often go under-
served and underrepresented 
while the self-proclaimed en-
titled, but capable, class exploit 
government programs, captur-
ing money for doing nothing.

First there is the 63-year-old 
who opts to retire a year early in 
order to get a healthy severance 
package, but is then also enti-
tled to unemployment benefits. 
Why should anyone receive un-
employment benefits when they 
have no intention of returning to 
work?

Then there are those who ex-
pect taxpayers to pay for their 
health care or who seek the 
perks that go along with being 
labeled “disabled.” After taking 
medical leave or hanging their 
placards for free parking, they 
walk about spending money 
shopping or on entertainment. 

One veteran police offi cer (a 
bailiff), who sees himself as an 
elite public employee, told me 
that if his retirement benefi ts 
were cut back, he would just 

leave the department on a dis-
ability claim.

More often than not, these 
freeloaders rationalize their own 
behavior and are the fi rst to wag 
their fi nger at someone else’s us-
ing “the system” or for being lazy. 
Some are fl at-out racists, proudly 
claiming supremacy. Others feel 
justifi ed submitting shady insur-
ance claims, fi ling for bankruptcy 
to cancel debts, or fi ling frivolous 
lawsuits seeking unearned easy 
money. 

Routinely these same people 
who choose not to work also 
don’t value labor. They are poor 
tippers. They download unau-
thorized music. 

They will hire anyone desper-
ate enough to work for a measly 
compensation. “What do you 
mean you want $200 dollars to 
paint two bedrooms and a hall? 
Can’t you do it for $100?” If 
they’re not hiring someone “un-
der the table,” they’re subsidiz-
ing their own income under the 
table. 

Just like the ruling class who 
create loopholes, they also try 
to avoid paying taxes at every 
turn.

The working poor, on the other 
hand, obviously don’t want a 
hand-out. They often hold down 
more than one job trying to make 
ends meet, and they don’t request 
or are not eligible for assistance. 

Money for Nothing
Who do they think they are?

Isle Say
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Woe Betide 
the Wealthy

Jeffrey R Smith 
On Jan. 1 The San Jose Mercury 

News reported the murder of Ra-
veesh “Ravi” Kumra in Monte Sere-
no. The deceased is still chilling in 
the crime morgue and the headline 
stated, “Debauchery detailed in 
court fi les.” 

Given this headline, let us hope 
that the Mercury News does not one 
day report on our demise. Rarely 
does any newspaper so blatantly 
vilify the victim.

The “Facts of death (are) still 
secret” but the victim’s private life, 
as “detailed in court fi les,” stated re-
porter Julia Prodis Sulek. The tenu-
ous link to Alameda being “One 22-
year-old prostitute from Alameda is 
already in jail, accused of being an 
accessory to (the) murder.” Given 
the besmirching of the deceased, 
the murder could be more accurate-
ly described as an assassination by 
morality vigilantes.

Although “debauchery” is the 
centerpiece of the headline, there 
is nothing in the associated article 
that satisfi es the denotative or con-
notative meaning of “debauchery.” 
“Debauchery” involves the loss or 
destruction of virtue or innocence.

The news story in question 
claims that the deceased trucked 
with “prostitutes” and “female com-
panions;” no evidence of virtue or 
innocence there.

Tongue in Cheek
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