
Scott Dallas, the newest 
member of GABA, is a solo attor-
ney whose practice is geared 
towards serving 
individuals and 
small business 
owners in the East 
Bay with business, 
employment and 
intellectual prop-
erty issues. 

Dallas worked 
at several larger 
firms before going 
solo in 2011. 
“Occasionally it 
was exciting to 
be on the front lines watching 
large corporations battle for high 
stakes, although resolutions 
could be anti-climactic,” he said. 
“Company A wrote Company B a 
check, and everyone went home 
until the next round. I wanted to 
be able to achieve results that 

made meaningful and tangible 
differences in the lives of my 
clients.”

He hasn’t 
looked back. “I feel 
very lucky. Each 
morning I go to 
work and have the 
privilege of provid-
ing counsel and 
advocacy to some 
incredible people.  
Achieving favor-
able outcomes 
even on seemingly 
small matters can 
offer the biggest 

rewards, because I get to see just 
how much impact it can have.”

Dallas offers free 30-minute 
consultations at his Berkeley 
office (1808 Sixth St.) by 
appointment. Contact Dallas at 
649-6900 or scott@scottdallas 
law.com.
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Call now for your FREE Brochure:
8 Critical Mistakes that can cost you $$ if

   you've been injured in an accident

(510)337-1600 / 800 856-7508
         WWW.LEWELLYNLAW.COM

Personal Injury Attorney
Auto Accidents, Slip & Fall, Wrongful Death

AV Martindale-Hubbell
Peer rated top 5% of all attorneys nationwide

(510) 337-1600 / 800 856-7508
WWW.LEWELLYNLAW.COM

GREATER ALAMEDA GREATER ALAMEDA BUSINESS ASSOCIATION BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
www.gabaonline.org • INFO: 510-869-5848 • REPRESENTATION • NETWORKING • CO-OP MARKETING • EDUCATION

Alex Lukens, O.D. (510) 748-9749
Bridgeside Center
2651 Blanding Ave, Ste. B, Alameda
eyewiseoptometry.com

for the crafty, 
the serious, 
the self-conf ident 
and the free spirits
Wind by Anne et Valentin
New at eyewise for 2012

GABA MEMBERS GABA MEMBERS 
TAKE PARTTAKE PART

The Alameda Sun and the Greater Alameda Business Associa-
tion announce new content for this monthly GABA page. 

Starting this month, member profi les, ribbon cuttings and 
event announcements will appear here to help inform Alam-
edans about local businesses. GABA members who advertise 

here are supporting the organization with their advertising 
dollar by helping GABA spread the word.

TO ADVERTISE HERE 
CALL GABA BOARD MEMBER 
MICHEL MICHEL AT 205-6805

T. G. Johnson & Associates T. G. Johnson & Associates 
a CPA and Financial Service Firm
Tom G. Johnson, JD, CPA                        Carole Johnson, CFP

We are more than your Accountant ~ We are your Advocate! 
From tax preparation and planning through fi nancial 
and business accounting, we work with you, our client, 
to arrange your fi nancial aff airs to your best advantage.  

How can we help you? 
Call now for your free 

initial appointment

510-632-3272

Law Offices of 
W. Lance Russum

Diana Redding
JD, MBA, LLM

“We Care About You”

 WILLS, TRUSTS, PROBATE LITIGATION
 CONSERVATORSHIPS 
 ELDER LAW & MEDI-CAL PLANNING
 TAX PLANNING
 BUSINESS & REAL PROPERTY: 

    Sales, Purchases, Leases, Incorporation
 MEDIATION & ARBITRATION SERVICES
 FAMILY LAW  PATERNITY & ADOPTIONS
 SEPARATION & PRE-NUPTIAL AGREEMENTS
 ASSET RECOVERY

W. Lance Russum, JD  
Since 1966

522-6900 / Fax: 523-9516
2500 Santa Clara Ave. • Alameda

Mission Statement
The Greater Alameda Business Association is 

dedicated to the growth and prosperity of independent 
business in Alameda. GABA conducts monthly meetings, 
which provide its members with educational seminars 
and an opportunity to network. GABA keeps members 
informed of current issues before City of Alameda 
agencies and offers its members subsidized and shared 
advertising. Founded in 1987, GABA is funded by its 
membership dues and fundraising efforts.

1300 Encinal Avenue
Alameda
victor@ISellRE.com

INCOME PROPERTY SALESINCOME PROPERTY SALES

VICTOR JIN, CRB
Licensed Real Estate Broker
DRE#00578937

(510) 523-1115
www.ISellRE.com

PROPERTY INVESTMENT SERVICESPROPERTY INVESTMENT SERVICES

          Law Offi ce of

Cassandra C. Massey
COMPREHENSIVE ESTATE 
PLANNING FOR FAMILIES

• Living Trusts/Wills
• Incapacity Planning
• Kids Protection Planning
• Guardianship Nominations

Upcoming Event: Sunday, Sept. 23, 11 a.m. 
at Tot Tank, 1413 Park St.

Estate Planning 101 for Parents: How to Protect your Kids 
Please RSVP to www.freekidsprotectionworkshop.com

email: cassandra@masseyestatelaw.com • www.masseyestatelaw.com

M 2219 Santa Clara Ave. Suite C   
(510) 992-6773

HARRY HARTMAN 
INSURANCE SERVICES

Lic. #0701575Lic. #0701575
1516 Oak Street • Ste. 208

814-0572 or (800) 585-0572
e-mail harry@hartmaninsurance.com

www.hartmaninsurance.com

PERSONAL & 
PROFESSIONAL

PLANNING
FOR YOU, YOUR FAMILY
AND YOUR BUSINESS

Top carriers 
and best rates available!

Got Meds?

Turn in your expired, unused, and unwanted 

medications for safe disposal to the 

Alameda Police Department. Please 

leave the medications in the original 

containers, with your name crossed 

off. This one-day collection 

is FREE and anonymous, no 

questions asked.

DATE: Sunday, September 16, 2012
TIME: 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM
PLACE: Mastick Senior Center

For more information:

Call  (510) 337-8305  or visit  
www.alamedapolice.org
Receive community alerts: www.nixle.com

 Facebook.com/alamedapd @alamedapd

RESPONSIBLE MEDICATION
MANAGEMENT TIPS:

Do NOT dispose of unused medicines 

by flushing them down the toilet or 

throwing them in the trash—both pose safety, 

health, and environmental hazards.

PERMANENT DROPBOX

NATIONAL PRESCRIPTION 
DRUG TAKE-BACK DAY

Michel Michel

Local Alameda mother 
and attorney Cassandra 
C. Massey started her 

estate law practice soon after 
her son, William, was born 
about two and a half years ago. 
Cassandra’s focus, estate plan-
ning for families with minor 
children, has parents turning 
their heads to help plan their 
children’s futures. Although 
Cassandra serves many kinds of 
clients, as a wife and mother of 
a young child (and a new baby 
due in November), Cassandra 
has a special interest in planning 
for families with minor children.  

Cassandra realized that tradi-
tional estate planning is geared 
toward helping people who are 
much closer to the end of their 
lives than most of her clients. 
This type of planning doesn’t 
adequately protect the needs 
of children should something 
happen to the parents while the 
children are still minors.

Many people accomplish 
their estate planning, but when 
the time comes, the documents 
are usually out of date, and 
won’t do anything for them or 
their children. They might as 
well have not done any estate 
planning at all. “When my 
client’s children are young, the 
people parents nominated as 
guardians when completing their 
initial estate planning, may not 
be the same people they would 
nominate just a few years later.”

Parents need to keep in mind 
that as their assets change (for 
instance, you may have moved 
to a bigger home, changed jobs 
with a new insurance policy, 
or retirement plan) those new 
assets must be accounted for to 
keep your estate plan up to date. 
Laws change, federal tax con-
stantly changes, and you need 
to also keep that in mind as that 
may affect your estate planning. 

“I want a relationship with my 
clients. I don’t charge an hourly 
fee; a flat fee will be determined 
and agreed to in advance; I don’t 
charge for phone calls or emails, 
which allows my clients to feel 
they can contact me for anything, 
and I include a review of my cli-
ents’ plan every three years. This 
insures their plan stays current 
with their changing family, assets 
and the law. I focus on really 
building a relationship with my 
clients that will last throughout 
their life,” said Cassandra.

Creating a revocable trust is 
very important, and Cassandra 
always recommends it if you 
own your own home, or you 
have probate assets that exceed 
$150,000. Assets should be 
titled properly for maximum 
protection when establishing a 
trust. When you create a revo-
cable living trust, you need to 
fund it. This means re-titling 
your assets, or updating your 
beneficiary forms for your retire-
ment plans and insurance poli-
cies. Cassandra has a process 
in place to assist her clients in 
making sure all of their assets 
are titled properly. Title means: 
if you have a checking account, 
re-titling your checking account 
to the name of your trust. 

Cassandra also stresses that 
estate planning is about much 
more than just the transfer of 

your financial 
wealth. “Part of 
your planning 
should be the 
transfer of your 
most impor-
tant personal 
wealth to your 
loved ones, 
including your 
intellectual, 
spiritual and 
human assets 
— who you 
are and what’s 
important to 
you.” She calls 
this legacy 
planning and 
believes it 
more important 
is than trans-
ferring your financial assets at 
death.  

If you have minor children, 
Cassandra makes sure that they 
are protected through her Kids 
Protection Plan. This is essen-
tial to make sure your minor 
children are always taken care 
of by the people you want, and 
the way you want, if anything 
happens to you. 

Cassandra holds free 
workshops on kids protec-
tion planning, called Estate 
Planning 101 for Parents: How 
to Protect Your Kids, at Tot 
Tank, a local baby store, sev-
eral times a year. At the work-
shop, parents can learn nine 

simple steps 
to protect 
their children 
always. Many 
times, when 
Cassandra 
talks to par-
ents, she 
finds estate 
planning very 
low on their 
list because 

they don’t have a lot of assets. 
She tells them, if you have 
minor children, estate planning 
becomes even more important. 
“If something happens to you, 
and you haven’t planned your 
estate or named guardians for 
your minor children, someone 
else will be making decisions 
for you. A judge will decide 
where your children will be 
placed. And that may not be 
the best choice for your chil-
dren. And, if you have limited 
resources, it makes a lot of 
sense to create an estate plan, 
so you can choose how those 
resources will be used for your 
children,” said Cassandra.

If you’re unable to 
attend one of Cassandra’s 
workshops but you’d like 
to learn the nine simple 
steps to ensure the safety 
and care of your children, 
you can request a copy of 
Cassandra’s Kids Protection 
Planning Guide at www.
FreeKidsProtectionGuide.com. 

Cassandra serves as a per-
sonal family lawyer, through the 
Family Wealth Planning Institute 
— a national group of attorneys 
focused on serving the needs 
of growing families. As a per-
sonal family lawyer, Cassandra 
has made a commitment to her 
clients to serve as their trusted 
advisor to help them make the 
very best personal, financial, 
legal and business decisions 
for their family throughout their 
lifetime. 

You can contact Cassandra 
at 992-6773. Her office is 
located at 2219 Santa Clara 
Ave., Suite C. Email her at info@
masseyestatelaw.com, or visit 
her website: www.massey
estatelaw.com.

How to Protect Your Kids

Courtesy photo

Cassandra C. Massey, 
Attorney at Law

‘If something happens to you, 
and you haven’t planned an 
estate or named guardians 
for your minor children, 
someone else will be making 
decisions for you.’

Join the Next GABA Event
The Greater Alameda 

Business Association 
(GABA) invites local busi-

ness owners and members of 
the public to their monthly net-
working mixer Sept. 20 from 6 
to 7:30 p.m. 

The mixer takes place at the 
Frank Bette Center for the Arts 
at 1601 Paru St. The center is 
well known as a beautiful venue 
for gatherings with locally made 
art on display year round. 

Join GABA members and 
friends for an evening of art and 
appetizers, hosted by the board 
of directors for the Frank Bette 
Center, a non profit organization 
dedicated to providing a venue 
for local artists to meet, display 
and learn skills. 

GABA’s mixers are included 
as a benefit of membership to 
the organization. 

For more about GABA and 
its ongoing mission of member 
promotion, outreach and educa-
tion, visit www.gabaonline.org.

For more about the Frank 
Bette Center, visit www.frank 
bettecenter.org.

Courtesy photos

Events at the Frank Bette Center for the Arts 
(FBCA) (above) often pack the house. Visitors to 
FBCA are treated to a broad cultural experience 
that includes the tradional arts of painting and 
sculpture as well as jewelry design, literary arts 
and lots more. FBCA is located in a restored 
Victorian-era home and workshop (right) that 
once belonged to Alameda furniture builder and 
artist, Frank Bette. Bette left his home as an artis-
tic legacy to the city.

A Message from the GABA President

Courtesy photo

Wayne Stedman runs DS 
Techonology Design and 
is the current president of 
GABA.

Dear Alameda Sun Readers, 

The number one question I get, 
even before becoming GABA’s 
president, is “What is GABA?” 

It’s a great question to ask any 
organization and an especially inter-
esting one for the Greater Alameda 
Business Association. As any good 
organization should, we are working 
to better define the answer to that 
question beyond our historical roots. 
To learn more about those roots, take 
a moment to visit the About Us sec-
tion of our website at www.gabaon-
line.org/about.php.

So let me share with you what 
GABA is now and the people who 
make up this great organization.

The Greater Alameda Business 
Association is a group of more than 
110 business owners in and around 
Alameda. We do have members from 
outside Alameda who understand the 
value of doing business within our 
great city. As representatives of the 
business community, our members 
see the benefit of getting involved, in 
whatever small way, with other busi-
ness owners. By joining GABA, they 
have found the resources they need, 
goods or services to help grow their 
business, and developed a sense of 
camaraderie with other members. 
They have been able to strengthen 

their businesses from GABA’s edu-
cational offerings and learned from 
other businesses about how to 
ensure their own continued success. 

My own business has been 
strengthened by joining GABA, and 
to be fair, the other organizations to 
which we belong. Some of my clients 
have come from direct interaction 
with GABA members or from mem-
bers referring my services. On the 
flip side, I have also given my patron-
age to local businesses by getting 
referrals from GABA members in the 
form of insurance, financial advising 
and banking.

These are all benefits that you 
can find in many other groups, but 
what makes GABA special are the 
warm and inviting members. Most 
members have commented that the 
vibe within GABA has lowered some 
of the barriers that would have kept 
them from doing business together. 
Our events are friendly and laid back. 
You can meet and interact with other 
business owners without pressure 
to do business together. Almost all 
GABA members that I know have 
done or are doing business with 
other members. At each of our events 
a greeter is there to welcome you 
and introduce you to other guests. 
And if you don’t get to meet everyone 

before being seated, each 
of us stands and introduces 
ourselves so your business 
gets immediate exposure. 

The board of directors 
and I want to continue to 
expand the welcoming aspect 
of GABA’s character and are 
working on ideas to increase 
business opportunities and 
enhance the value of mem-
bership to all. We hope you’ll 
join us at our next event and 
discover for yourself what 
makes GABA such a great 
organization. Thank you.

— Wayne Stedman

Welcome New GABA Member

northward away from the terns. 
Due to the terns’ status as an en-
dangered species, the VA needed 
clearance from Fish & Wildlife for 
their project to proceed.

Another indicator of the down-
grade from wildlife refuge to surplus 
land with a small bird sanctuary is 
the amount of parking for the VA’s 
Conservation Management Office — 
the Nature Center — to be built next 
to their clinic. It will have ten park-
ing spaces. In contrast, the 1998 Fish 
& Wildlife plan for a national wildlife 
refuge included visitor projections 
that ranged from a low of 46,000 to 
a high of 113,000 annually. 

Fish & Wildlife’s funding projec-
tions in 1998 dollars were $848,000 

for initial capital costs, and $299,000 
per year for full staffing. The Fish & 
Wildlife refuge plan called for wet-
land restoration, screened observa-
tion platforms for viewing and pho-
tographing wildlife in the wetland 
area, improving habitat quality for 
songbirds, and removal of non-native 
grasses. 

The VA’s plans call for removing 
the mostly non-native grasses that 
have grown between the hundreds 
of pavement slabs. Herbicides and 
sealing the pavement cracks are 
listed as options. They have no 
plans to eliminate the pervasive 
non-native ice plant or to plant 
native grasses. Wild grasses are 
used for shelter and foraging by 
common visitors like the killdeer, a 

shorebird that spends its time on 
the ground.

Construction of the clinic will 
mean the destruction of a thick 
stand of willows that are frequented 
by songbirds, as well as the season-
al wetland next to the willows that 
is enjoyed by waterfowl.

Read more of this story at www.
alamedasun.com.

Alameda resident Richard Bangert 
writes the online Alameda Point En-
vironmental Report.

Refuge: No longer on the table
Continued from page 1
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