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FUR, FINS & FEATHERS

PARK CENTRE ANIMAL HOSPITAL
A FULL SERVICE VETERINARY HOSPITAL

Veterinarian Supervised Boarding
In Our Canine Suites & Kitty Condos

 OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 2501 Central Ave. • (510) 521-1700

The humane SocieTy of alameda 
Since 1973 haS Been dedicaTed  

To animal ProTecTion and PeT PoPulaTion conTrol 

checks payable to the humane Society are tax-deductible. We are an all-volunteer 501 (c)(3) non-Profit organization

             q $20 Individual Membership           q $35 Supporting Member
             q $100 Life Member                         q $______ A Donation Amount

Send to: h.S.a., P.o. Box 1571, alameda, ca 94501
www.hSalameda.org

h.S.a. is now offering free animal adoption for alameda Veterans of the armed 
Services. We continue to offer free animal adoptions for alameda Senior citizens  
living on low incomes. animal adoptions provided at the alameda animal Shelter.

Name ___________________   Address ______________________________
City _________________________________  Zip ______________________

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT!  
to continue our financial assistance to the Alameda Animal Shelter,  

our spay and neuter fund and our dedicated programs.

SAN FRANCISCO HISTORY 
THROUGH PHOTOS

JOIN THe PUblISHeRS OF THe AlAmedA SUN
deNNIS evANOSkY & eRIC J. kOS AS THeY dISCOveR

SAN FRANCISCO THeN & NOW
ANd

lOST SAN FRANCISCO

SFT&N: 144 NeWlY UPdATed ANd RevISed PAGeS OF 
HISTORIC SAN FRANCISCO STORIeS ANd PHOTOGRAPHS

PAIRed WITH SHOTS OF THe SAme lOCATION TOdAY.

lOST SF: 142 PAGeS OF STORIeS ANd PHOTOGRAPHS 
ON THe lOST lANdmARkS OF SAN FRANCISCO

eACH COPY IS $20 + $10 SHIPPING = $30
mAke CHeCkS PAYAble TO AlAmedA SUN ANd mAIl TO:  

3215J eNCINAl Ave. AlAmedA, CA 94501
ANd PleASe SPeCIFY WHICH TITle ANd QUANTITY 

mORe INFORmATION AT 263-1470

Come Join the AlAmedA Sun as 
we disCover the 21st Century!

WE’RE NOW ON  
SOCIAL NETWORKING

Like or Friend 
us on Facebook!

FoLLow us on 
TwiTTer aT  

aLameda_sun  
(ThaT’s alameda Underscore sUn)

PLEASE SubmIT yOuR COmmENTS  
ON EIThER Of ThESE SITES OR AT 

WWW.ALAmEDASuN.COm

Alameda: An Architectural 
Treasure Chest

The comprehensive overview of the 
Island’s domestic architecture. To 

order this 128-page book send a check 
for $30 made out to Alameda Sun to 

3215J Encinal Ave. Alameda CA 94501

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 263-1472

A Guide to Alameda History and Architecture

Mim Carlson
A strategic plan to guide the 

Friends of the Alameda Animal 
Shelter (FAAS) in the future is in 
its final stages of development and 
should be completed by the end 
of the year. More than 280 people 
participated in the surveys, focus 
groups and individual interviews 
that we conducted to get input 
from staff, volunteers, community 
members and donors. We received 
lots of great feedback on how we 
are currently doing, and what we 
should focus on in the future.  

Overall, our community says we 
are doing a great job for Alameda’s 
homeless pets and want us to con-
tinue to do so. The major strengths 
identified are the FAAS reputation, 
board and staff leadership, our care 
of the animals and the FAAS vol-
unteers’ passion and commitment. 
Participants cited other areas in 
which we could improve — our 
volunteer management, facilities, 
program and fund development and 
communication. We will be work-
ing to improve in all these areas 
while we build on the strengths we 
already have.

Once the plan is finished and 
approved by the board, it will 
be shared with staff, volunteers, 
donors and the community so 
everyone knows our plan for the 
future. Thanks very much to every-
one who participated and provided 
feedback to us.

Open Door versus  
Limited Intake

Is FAAS a municipal shelter or 
a non-profit shelter? Does the city 
still operate the shelter? We get 
these questions frequently from 
both members of the community 
and volunteers. 

Actually, FAAS is a hybrid — a 
non-profit that operates the city’s 
shelter. We are one of very few mod-
els like this in the country. The City 
of Alameda gives us $300,000 every 
year to take in all of Alameda’s 
abandoned pets, provide them with 
the care they need and find them 
homes. We also house bite quar-
antine and other confiscated ani-
mals brought to us by the Alameda 
Police Department’s Animal Control 
unit whose officer shares our space. 
The city funding covers about one-
third of the cost of caring for the 
more than 800 animals we take in 
each year.

Because FAAS operates the 
city’s shelter, we are an “open-door” 
facility similar to other city shel-
ters such as Oakland, Berkeley and 
Hayward. This means we accept all 
Alameda’s abandoned pets regard-
less of age, temperament, health, 
breed or any other factor. We there-

FAAS Strategic Plan 
Nearing Completion

fore get a wide variety of pets of 
all ages, personalities and breeds. 
Kennel space is always at a pre-
mium (especially in the summer), 
but we don’t turn away Alameda 
animals and make it priority to find 
homes for all the adoptable pets 
that come to us.

Private shelters and rescue 
groups like East Bay SPCA, Berkeley 
Humane and Hopalong Rescue 
aren’t obligated to accept all ani-
mals and can choose the types of 
animals they house at their shelter 
or rescue. Unlike FAAS, they are 
able to limit their number so they 
are never over-full. 

A few statistics  
A look at our statistics will 

tell you a great deal about how 
we operate. The number of dogs 
and cats we take in each year has 
increased over the last three years 
— from around 700 to nearly 800, 
with the number of cats responsible 
for most of the increase. Since we 
took responsibility for the shelter 
in January 2012, the number of dogs 
and cats for which we have found 

homes has steadily increased — 
about a third more adopted in the 
first 10 months of this year than in 
all of 2011. 

The relationships we have built 
with rescue groups have increased 
the number of dogs and cats we 
have transferred to them three-fold 
since 2011. Due to the great effort 
we have taken to rehabilitate ani-
mals who are ill or injured or who 
have reversible behavior problems, 
our euthanasia rate is one third 
of what it was before we assumed 
responsibility for the shelter. 

In addition to dog and cat intake, 
FAAS takes in many rabbits, birds, 
guinea pigs and other animals dur-
ing the year.

Sensational seniors  
available for adoption

November is “National Adopt 
a Senior Cat” month and FAAS is 
celebrating with our Sensational 
Senior Adoption Special. All pets 
7 years and older can be adopted 
for $7. Barney, a loveable 12-year-
old feline. has already found his 
new forever home as part of this 
month’s special. Other felines, 
Captain, Silver, Kili and Keetchoon 
are still here and would love to be 
in your home.

FAAS Wish List
Please visit the FAAS Amazon 

Wish List for some great donation 
ideas.  Go to: www.amazon.com/
gp/wishlist. Type in “Friends of the 
Alameda Animal Shelter” to go to 
our Wish List. The FAAS Pet Food 
Pantry needs donations of cat and 
dog food to be distributed to low-
income Alameda residents. Bags of 
dry cat food are especially needed.

Like FAAS on Facebook:  https://
www.facebook.com/FAAS09

Mim Carlson, FAAS executive 
director, can be reached at mim 
carlson.faas@gmail.com.

FAAS Update

Courtesy photo

Keetchoon is a senior cat 
who needs a home. She 
can be adopted at a spe-
cial discounted rate this 
month.

Sun Staff Reports
To help clarify the city of 

Alameda’s role in regulating ani-
mals, residents may find reviewing 
local ordinances regarding pet own-
ership helpful. 

Alameda City Ordinances  
Pet Owners Should Know
License and Vaccination code 

section 7-3.1/7-3.4 — All dogs and 
cats residing in Alameda (4 months 
or older) must be vaccinated 
against rabies and licensed by the 
city of Alameda.

Number of Dogs code section 

7-3.7 — No more than three (3) 
dogs per household.

Control of Feces code section 
7.3.9b — Animal owners must 
remove animal feces from public 
and private property.

Parks code section 23-2.2 — 
Dogs must be leashed and under 
control in public parks.

Leashing code section 7-3.8 — 
Dogs must be kept confined to 
owner’s yard or under control on 
leash.

Beach code section 7-3.15 — No 
dogs are allowed on the beach.

Barking Dog code section 7-3.10 

City’s Rules on Pet Ownership
— Excessive uncontrolled barking.

The Alameda Animal Shelter 
can provide further information on 
additional city ordinances regard-
ing unusual pets, farm animals and 
other animal restrictions. For more 
information, contact the Friends 
of the Alameda Animal Shelter at 
337-8565 or visit www.alamedaani-
malshelter.org.

The city employs two animal 
control assistants who have juris-
diction from Alameda Point to 
Harbor Bay Parkway and every-
thing in between, including Coast 
Guard Island. 

According to the city’s website, 
“the animal control department was 
established to keep Alameda a safe 
and clean environment for pets and 
pet owners.”

The assistants enforce the laws 
of the city, pick up stray animals, 
patrol the streets, parks, beaches 
and remove animal carcasses. They 
respond to barking dog complaints, 
aggressive animals, and bite inci-
dents. They are always ready and 
willing to offer advice on respon-
sible pet ownership.

If residents need help with ani-
mal control services after regu-
lar shelter or city hours, they 
should call the Alameda Police 
Department’s non-emergency line 
at 337-8340.

Contact Sun staff at editor@ 
alamedasun.com.

Courtesy of the ASPCA
‘Tis the season for friends, fam-

ily and holiday feasts — but also for 
possible distress for animal com-
panions. Pets won’t be so thankful if 
they munch on undercooked turkey 
or a pet-unfriendly floral arrange-
ment, or if they stumble upon an 
unattended alcoholic drink.

Talkin’ Turkey 
If you decide to feed your pet a 

little nibble of turkey, make sure it’s 
boneless and well-cooked. Don’t offer 
her raw or undercooked turkey, which 
may contain salmonella bacteria.

Sage Advice 
Sage can make your Thanks-

giving stuffing taste delish, but 
it and many other herbs contain 
essential oils and resins that can 
cause gastrointestinal upset and 
central nervous system depression 
to pets if eaten in large quantities. 
Cats are especially sensitive to the 
effects of certain essential oils.

Tips on Keeping Your Pet 
Safe this Thanksgiving

No Bread Dough 
Don’t spoil your pet’s holiday 

by giving him raw bread dough. 
According to ASPCA experts, when 
raw bread dough is ingested, an 
animal’s body heat causes the 
dough to rise in his stomach. As it 
expands, the pet may experience 
vomiting, severe abdominal pain 
and bloating, which could become 
a life-threatening emergency, requir-
ing surgery.

Don’t Let Them Eat Cake 
If you’re baking up Thanksgiving 

cakes, be sure your pets keep their 
noses out of the batter, especially if 
it includes raw eggs — they could 
contain salmonella bacteria that 
may lead to food poisoning.

Too Much of a Good Thing 
A few small boneless pieces of 

cooked turkey, a taste of mashed 
potato or even a lick of pumpkin pie 
shouldn’t pose a problem. However, 
don’t allow your pets to overin-
dulge, as they could wind up with 
a case of stomach upset, diarrhea 
or even worse — an inflammatory 
condition of the pancreas known as 
pancreatitis. In fact, it’s best keep 
pets on their regular diets during 
the holidays.

A Feast Fit for a Kong 
While the humans are chow-

ing down, give your cat and dog 
their own little feast. Offer them 
Nylabones or made-for-pet chew 
bones. Or stuff their usual dinner —
perhaps with a few added tidbits of 
turkey, vegetables (try sweet potato 
or green beans) and dribbles of 
gravy — inside a Kong toy. They’ll 
be happily occupied for awhile, 
working hard to extract their din-
ner from the toy.


