
2     August 22, 2013      www.alamedasun.com Alameda Sun

AFD FIRE WIRE
WILL RETURN 

NEXT 
WEEK

The Sun Shines Everywhere

“The Sun Shines Everywhere” attempts to show the Alameda Sun in every state of 
the Union and every country in the world. Submit a small descriptive paragraph 
along with your photo to the Alameda Sun, 3215-J Encinal Ave., Alameda, CA 
94501. Submissions may also be e-mailed to editor@alamedasun.com. The Sun 
Shines Everywhere is published on a completely random basis.

Alameda High graduates, class of 2009, 
Wendy and Maurelle congratulate fellow 
Hornet alumna Emily on her graduation from 

UC Davis. The trio writes that the Sun is always 
close to their hearts!

SAN FRANCISCO HISTORY 
THROUGH PHOTOS

JOIN THe PUblISHeRS OF THe AlAmedA SUN
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lOST SAN FRANCISCO

SFT&N: 144 NeWlY UPdATed ANd RevISed PAGeS OF 
HISTORIC SAN FRANCISCO STORIeS ANd PHOTOGRAPHS

PAIRed WITH SHOTS OF THe SAme lOCATION TOdAY.

lOST SF: 142 PAGeS OF STORIeS ANd PHOTOGRAPHS 
ON THe lOST lANdmARkS OF SAN FRANCISCO

eACH COPY IS $20 + $5 SHIPPING = $25
mAke CHeCkS PAYAble TO AlAmedA SUN ANd mAIl TO:  

3215J eNCINAl Ave. AlAmedA, CA 94501
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mORe INFORmATION AT 263-1470

 

Please come to: Friends of the 
Alameda Animal Shelter (FAAS)

1590 Fortmann Way Alameda
Hours: Wed. 11:00 AM – 7:00 PM 

Thu.-Sun. 11:00 AM – 5:00 PM 
(510) 337-8565 • www.alamedaanimalshelter.org

Advertising paid for by anonymous donor.

Oh, give me a home,Where the humans do roam,
And a sky that’s not cloudy all day... 

FREE ADOPTION FRIDAYS 
FOR ALL OF AUGUST!
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Tower: Funds went for good cause

to completely replace the tower,” 
stated Nancy Hird in Alameda Mu-
seum’s September 2012 newsletter. 

Residents teamed up to form the 
nonprofit Alamedans Rebuilding the 
Tower (ARTT) to raise money to re-
place the tower. “Fundraisers were 
held and schoolchildren donated 
their cookie money for a new tower.” 
ARTT’s aspirations never bore fruit, 
however, and the organization folded. 

“State law required that a dis-
banding non-profit organization must 
give its treasury to another non-profit 
organization. Eventually the funds 
found their way into the savings ac-
count of the Alameda Architectural 
Preservation Society (AAPS). 

The amount of money that ARTT 
collected would never begin to cov-
er the cost of replacing the tower, 
so the AAPS board of directors de-
cided to honor the original design 
and offer an interpretive display at 
City Hall with a plaque depicting the 
building as it looked when Percy & 
Hamilton completed it in 1896. 

In early 2000 second-graders at 
Washington School presented the 
city with their masterpiece, a large 
model of city hall complete with the 
original tower. These same children 
had pooled their money — $23.10 to 
be precise — to donate to ARTT. 

A bit of sleuthing uncovered the 
mystery of the funds that Alamedans 
donated to ARTT. The clock, howev-
er, does pose a mystery. The where-
abouts of the clock are unknown. 

Courtesy AAPS

Second graders at Washington School fashioned this 
model of Alameda City Hall for ARTT (Alamedans 
Rebuilding the Tower) in 2002. They donated $23.10 
of their lunch money to help rebuild the tower.

between 1925 and 1937 brought on 
stricter seismic building require-
ments. These, in turn, brought 
down the rest of City Hall’s tower.

City Hall was seismically updated 
following the 1989 Loma Prieta tem-
blor. Research by Sally Swanson As-
sociates, the architectural firm that 
worked on the retrofit, revealed that 
the current council chambers once 
served as the library, and that the 
City Council once met in today’s fi-
nance and personnel departments.

Swanson also remarked on the 
“120-foot belvedere tower.” She 
called it “an integral element of the 
Romanesque Revival style.” 

Restoring the tower remained an 
option at the time. “The client want-
ed the option to rebuild the bell 
tower as funds became available,” 
Swanson wrote in her notes. 

Many in Alameda agreed and 

Continued from page 1

wanted to see the tower restored. 
“The imaginations of many Alam-

edans were sparked to lead an effort 


