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(510) 522-8108
1507 Park St. • Alameda

HourS:
Mon-Fri

5:30am-8:30pm
Saturday:

 6am-8:30pm
Sun 6am-8pm

Alameda’s Longest Standing
Continuously Operating Business!

Made from Scratch Desserts!
Delicious Homemade Food!
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REGISTER NOW  
FOR MUSIC LESSONS!

gUiTAr • PiAnO • KeYBOArd 
FlUTe • drUmS • SAX • BASS 

viOlin • vOiCe • ClArineT & mOre!

1631 Park St. Alameda

(510) 523-4797

Stop by and receive a  
FREE 16-page booklet:
10 Guidelines to Musical  
Success at Any Age

Call NOW for a FREE 30-Minute
Consultation Appointment (a $50 value)

visit Our Website: 
www.starlandmusic.com 
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Since 1973

Artistic Director: Marnell Xavier
Home of  the Internationally Traveled

West Coast Performers
Accepting New Students Ages 3 to Adult

Ballet • Hip Hop • Jazz • Tap

1701 Lincoln Avenue
510-523-2828

wcdancealameda@aol.com
westcoastdancealameda.com

For 41 years, West Coast Dance Theatre has  
been committed to inspiring students to  

discover the joys of  dance and fitness in a fun, 
positive, and non-competitive environment.

Best of Alameda Magazine 2011
Alameda Chamber of Commerce 

Cultural Arts Award 2001
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“Preserving the past  
for the future”

Serving the City by collecting 
and conserving historical  

artifacts and showcasing local 
groups in the Art Gallery.

2324 Alameda Avenue 
W, Th, F, & Sun  

1:30 to 4
Sat 11 to 4

alamedamuseum.org

Meyers House 
& Gardens

Built in 1897 for the family, now a museum
Grounds available for weddings & parties

meyershouse.org
City Monument #26

The Meyers House, owned and operated by Alameda Museum, has grounds perfect for family 
gatherings, small weddings, business or art events for up to 80 people. Our goal — for you to have a 
wonderful event in our beautiful garden with our staff providing basic party set-up and equipment 
to make your day easy and special. Rates vary. House Museum is open on the Fourth Saturdays 
of the month, 1 pm to 4 pm, $5 per person and by special arrangement with $150 minimum fee. 
Closed major holiday weekends. 

Reservations/Questions: 510-527-1247 or info@meyershouse.org
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Looking for a home in Alameda? I have lived in 
Alameda for nearly 40 years. I know the market 
and can help you. Alameda is a lovely commu-
nity with good schools, a pristine sand beach, 
an historic movie theater, beautiful architecture, 
friendly neighborhoods, great restaurants. I write 
about items of interest to Alameda at:
www.facebook.com/LivingInAlameda. 

Evelyn Kennedy
REALTOR®, CRS®, e-PRO®

“You Can Depend on Me!”

Cell: 510-504-5612
Fax: 510-523-1570
www.evelynkennedy.com
evelyn@evelynkennedy.com
DRE#00979900

VINES
Cafe & Gallery

THOMSEN’S
Garden Center

Both at: 1113 
Lincoln Avenue

Color Specialists: Perennials, Roses, 
Garden Ornaments, Container Gardens, 
Gifts from the Garden Trees & Shrubs

Specialty Coffee & Teas; Fresh Pastries; 
Collectibles; Original Artwork; Vintage, 
Contemporary & Native American jewelry
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CarolBurnettRealtors@yahoo.com
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1976Also Talented Artist-Art Therapist for 25 Years. 
and Founder of the  

Alameda Art Gallery at South Shore Center.

Serving the Alameda community in Real Estate, Art and Golf since 1976

Eric J. Kos
Often when studying Alameda’s history, 

researchers can find the diminutive Island 
City following right along with national trends, 
driving the nation’s science and technology 
forward. Whether it’s the first transcontinental 
train, the first containerized shipping crane, 
or the first commercialized peanut butter, 
Alameda has had a hand in everything from 
pioneering electric power service to the Mars 
Rover. While technology’s uses are undeni-
able, the poster child for technology’s worst 
impacts, the atomic bomb, is no exception. 
Alameda had a hand in that, too. 

Albert Ghiorso was born July 15, 1915, and 
grew up in Alameda. In his teenage years, he 
began experimenting with radio techonology, 
just being explored at the time. He earned a 
reputation for establishing radio contacts at 
distances that could outpace the military. It 
wasn’t long after receiving his degree in electri-
cal engineering from UC Berkeley that he began 
working for a business supplying radiation 
detectors to the government. 

His abilities brought him into contact with 
nuclear scientists at the Radiation Laboratory 
at UC Berkeley, in particular, Glenn Seaborg. 
In the early 1940s, Seaborg moved to Chicago 
to work on the Manhattan Project. He invited 
Ghiorso to join him, and for the next four years 
Ghiorso developed sensitive instruments for 
detecting the radiation associated with nuclear 
fission. During this time they discovered two 
new elements (95, Americium and 96, Curium).

After the war, Seaborg and Ghiorso returned 
to Berkeley, where they and colleagues pro-
duced elements of increasing atomic numbers 
through bombardment with helium ions. In 
experiments around 1950, the pair produced 
and identified elements 97, Berkelium, and 
98, Californium. In 1953, Ghiorso and collab-
orators discovered elements 99, Einsteinium, 
and 100, Fermium. In 1955, the group used a 
cyclotron to produce 17 atoms of element 101, 
Mendelevium, the first new element to be dis-
covered atom-by-atom.

In the mid-1950s researches found that to 
extend the periodic chart any further, a new 
accelerator would be needed, and the Berkeley 
Heavy Ion Linear Accelerator, or HILAC, was 
built, with Ghiorso in charge. The HILAC helped  

make possible 
the discovery 
of elements 102 
through 106 (102, 
Nobelium; 103, 
Lawrencium; 104, 
Ruther fordium; 
105, Dubnium and 
106, Seaborgium), 
each produced 
and identified on 
the basis of only a 
few atoms. 

G h i o r s o 
invented numer-
ous techniques and machines for isolating and 
identifying heavy elements atom-by-atom. In 
his later years, Ghiorso continued research 
toward finding superheavy elements, fusion 
energy and innovative electron beam sourc-
es. He was a non-participating co-author of 
the experiments in 1999 that gave evidence 
of elements 116 and 118. He also had brief 
research interests in the free quark experiment 
of William Fairbank of Stanford, in the discov-
ery of element 43, the electron disk accelerator, 
among others.

Albert Ghiorso is credited with having 
co-discovered a dozen elements, more than 
any other scientist. Ghiorso’s lifetime output 
comprised about 170 technical papers, most 
published in The Physical Review. He died on 
Dec. 26, 2010.

Alameda’s Brush with 
the Atomic Bomb

Courtesy photo

Albert Ghiroso

History Walk Will 
Tour old Baths

Sun Staff Reports
Local historians and Alameda Sun publish-

ers Eric J. Kos and Dennis Evanosky will lead 
a walk through Alameda history Saturday, 
Oct. 12, at 9 a.m. as part of the Alameda 
Recreation and Parks Department’s Alameda 
Walks Program.

The walk, entitled “Alameda’s Lost Baths” 
will feature several shoreline resorts that 
graced Alameda’s southern shore during the 
19th and early 20th centuries. 
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Dennis Evanosky
Mike Rettie bicycles around Alameda 

Point to decompress after work. Rettie 
had another reason for these treks.  He 
had a photograph in his possession that 
was taken in 1941. He wanted to find out 
where on the Point (or more correctly on 
the Alameda Naval Air Station) the photog-
rapher snapped that picture. 

His persistence paid off. He enlisted 
the help of his wife, Agnes, to hold up the 
photograph to match the spot where he 
photo was taken 72 years ago. 

“It’s a picture of the first plane, a sin-
gle-engine Scouter, called an SOC, that the 
Navy overhauled and completed on the 
base on May 14, 1941,” Rettie said. “The 
Navy received the plane five months earlier 
on Jan. 18, and this photo was taken then.” 

The photograph shows about 200 
employees of the Assembly & Repair (A&R) 
Department. Commander L. M. Grant, USN, 
is seated in the middle of the front row. 
Members of the A&R Department sub-
sequently overhauled more of these air-
planes for the Navy.

Seven months after members of the 
A&R Department completed the job pic-
tured here the Japanese drew the United 
States into World War II by attacking Pearl 
Harbor. The war effort saw employment 
at the A&R Department jump 10-fold to 
2,000. According to the Alameda Naval 
Air Museum website A&R personnel were 
repairing 14 aircraft per month. “The num-
ber of workers would soar to 9,000 at the 
conclusion of World War II,” the website 
states. As the war progressed, the scope of 

Mission Accomplished, 1941-Style

Mike Rettie

Agnes Rettie holds up a photograph of the first plane overhauled at the Alameda Naval Air Station 
in more or less the exact spot the photo was taken back in 1941.
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