
6          b         October 3, 2013 Alameda Sun October 3, 2013          b         3Alameda SunHappy 12th Anniversary, Alameda Sun Happy 12th Anniversary, Alameda Sun

A proud part of Alameda
for over 9 years

ALAMEDA MARKETPLACE | 1650 PARK @ BUENA VISTA | ALAMEDAMARKETPLACE.COM

Serving
 A

lA
m

e
d

A
 iSlAnd • Servin

g
 A

lA
m

e
d

A 
iS

lAnd •

Since

2003

Pickin’ on the Potomac Bluegrass series

octoBer 18 — Bill evans
Serving

 A
lA

m
e

d
A

 iSlAnd • Servin

g
 A

lA
m

e
d

A 
iS

lAnd •

Since

1995

Central Avenue Opera House Then & Now

Embattled McKay Avenue Named for 
Respected 19th Century Shipbuilder

Courtesy photo

Donald McKay’s name was used to add to Alameda’s 
maritime mystique. McKay’s career as a shipbuilder was 
the likely reason his name was chosen for the West End 
street which is today the site of controversy.

Dennis Evanosky
The U.S. Maritime Service 

Officer School operated on much 
of the site of the former Neptune 
Beach amusement park from 1943 
until 1954. The school trained the 
engineers and deck officers to run 
the Liberty ships that Henry J. 
Kaiser was building in Richmond. 

Merchant marine officer can-
didates marched on a field where 
bathers once enjoyed Neptune 
Beach’s swimming pools. They 
studied and slept in buildings 
along a road where roller coast-
ers once carried their screeching 
passengers. 

The removal of these roller 
coasters — the Scenic Railway and 
the Whoopee — created a right-of-
way used to lay out the street that 
led into the school from Central 
Avenue. The service named this 
street for shipbuilder Donald 
McKay. Buildings within the com-
plex all bore the names of ships. 

McKay was born in Nova Scotia 
in 1810. He came to New York as 
a young man where he and his 
brother Lauchland learned the ship 
carpenter trade. 

By 1854 McKay owned and 
operated his own shipyard in East 
Boston. This yard built many of the 

clipper ships that carried ‘49ers 
to “see the elephant” in California 
and gold seekers who sailed to 
Australia to try their luck there the 
following year. 

His ships included the 4,556-ton 
Great Republic, at the time the larg-
est merchantman in the world. The 
ship made the trip from New York 
to San Francisco in record time, 
89 days. His yard also turned out 
the Flying Cloud, a clipper ship that 
made the run from New York to San 
Francisco in only 86 days, shaving 
three days off the Great Republic’s 
record.

McKay died in Hamilton, Mass., 
Sept. 20, 1880. His house still stands 
on White Street in East Boston. A 
pair of monuments in East Boston 
and the street in Alameda still 
recall this creator of clipper ships. 

The school along the street that 
still bears his name put candidates 
through strenuous training. This 
included hands-on operation on 
a bridge fitted out with a wheel, 
a magnetic compass and a gyro 
repeater. Chart tables, chronome-
ters and other navigation instru-
ments rounded out this deck. 

“There are booms, a mast and 
a cargo hatch,” a contemporane-
ous description states. “A barrage 

balloon flies from a time ship and 
blinkers and searchlights are used.” 

Instructors put candidates 
through their paces on a Mark I 
machine-gun trainer, which simu-
lated “actual conditions of shooting 
at enemy aircraft.” This mecha-
nism had its own special building 
where “candidates, wearing polar-
ized goggles, can fire at images of 
enemy planes on a third dimension-
al screen.”

“A list of subjects as long as 
your arm greets every officer can-
didate. If he’s able to recover from 
the initial shock,” the description 
reads. 

The school stayed open until 
1954. Today a stone memorial to 
those who studied there and gave 
their lives in World War II stands 
just off the street that bears Donald 
McKay’s name. 

Contact Dennis Evanosky at  
editor@alamedasun.com.
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His ships included 
the 4,556-ton Great 
Republic, at the 
time the largest 
merchantman in 
the world.

Clockwise from top right, Alameda Airport’s seaplane lanes 
were protected by a series of decomissioned World War I-era 
ships. The airport was home to Pan-American Airways’ famed 

China Clipper for a time. Edgar Cohen clouds dominate this pic-
ture of the old High Street Bridge. Cohen, son of Alameda railroad 
baron Alfred Cohen, was a prolific photographer whose home sat 
on the site of today’s Edison School. The library block built in 1889 
on Park Street was home to the city’s first library. The building still 
stands, though altered. Another Edgar Cohen original photo of the 
Park Street Bridge features the Caroline b COVER: Page 8
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I’ve always admired (as 
only a historian can) the 
photo of the row of build-

ings on Central Avenue 
with the Linderman Opera 
House. 

Greta Dutcher and 
Stephen Rowland included 
it their book Alameda in 
the Arcadia’s Images of 
America series. 

The opera house stood 
in the far left of the photo 

where Park and Central 
avenues intersect. 

To celebrate our 12th 
anniversary I wanted to 
include the photo here 
(with its complementary 
now shot) for another rea-

son. Look just up the street 
in the older photo and 
you’ll see the offices of 
Fred Krauth’s newspaper, 
the Daily Evening Encinal. 
Krauth did more than pub-
lish a newspaper. 

He used a series of 
editorials to turn the three 
towns of Alameda, Encinal 
and Woodstock into the 
city of Alameda in 1872. 

Sadly the opera house 
burned in 1897. 


