
E6                   November 6, 2012 ALAMEDA SUN November 6, 2012                   E7ALAMEDA SUNElection Day 2012 Election Day 2012

Susan Galleymore
Round two — another opportuni-

ty to stand out for six candidates vy-
ing for two or three city council seats.
This time all candidates responded, 
in person, to questions posed at 
Island High School’s West Alam-
eda Candidates Forum: Ashcraft, 
Cambra, Chen, Daysog, Sullwold, 
and Weber (only Cambra, Daysog, 
and Sullwold showed up for last 
month’s Round One while Ashcraft 
sent email responses). 

This event was lively and the 
turnout encouraging; more than half 
of the audience of about 50 were high 
school students — some of whom 
also emceed the event.  

Questions posed ranged from 
views on Alameda Point, the West 
End, the city budget, public employ-
ees’ pension plans, increasing oppor-
tunities for youth, and, on gaining a 
seat, the fi rst issue each candidate 
would address.

Responses on an approach to Al-
ameda Point show, again, how that 
area is viewed as the best hope of 
generating the revenue that will cure 
our city’s fi nancial woes — despite 
the far-from-complete clean up, fu-
ture traffi c congestion and the Navy’s 
plan to fence off land too contami-
nated for use. 

Joana Weber said, unequivocally, 
“The area needs to be cleaned up. I 
worry about the young people who 
will come to live there in the future.”

Chen, Daysog, Cambra, and Ash-
craft all agree the Point is fi t for resi-
dences of some sort — the sooner 
the better. 

Jane Sullwold adds the caveat, 
“We must hold the Navy’s feet to the 
fi re.”

Indeed. 
“We” is the usual appointee to 

accomplish diffi cult tasks. “We” is 
current city offi cials convinced that 
Alameda Point is the Shangri-La that 
will miraculously fi ll the expanding 
voids in our city’s budget. 

After public criticisms toward 
candidates (and incumbents) for 
never attending RAB or other Navy-
sponsored community meetings, 
Sullwold took up the challenge. She 
has attended several Navy-sponsored 
events in the last weeks. 

Will she, seated on the city coun-
cil, represent “we” and be fi rmer with 
the Navy than current city offi cials? 

Sullwold is also the only candi-
date to acknowledge just how dire is 
our city’s fi nancial situation.

The other candidates either deny 
the city’s fi nancial diffi culties (Chen; 
Cambra, and Daysog tend in this 
direction too), suggest that, while 
we’re in tough times, “we” will make 
a few tweaks and things will come 
right (Ashcraft) or, uniquely, admits 
she knows nothing about the budget 
(Weber).

Overall, a couple of candidates 
sound so ill-informed that they may 
simply have awoken one morning 
and decided, what the hell, I’ll run for 
city council.

A couple appear stretched thin as 
an election strategy to maintain the 
impression they can do anything any-
one requires of them.

A couple, while not visionaries, 
could warm the bench and run busi-
ness-as-usual until Alameda residents 
develop a coherent strategy for sus-
taining our city into the future — and 
the means to do it.

With three seats potentially avail-
able this is an important election. 
Vote as smart as you can under the 
circumstances.

Susan Galleymore is an Alameda 
resident and admin of an interactive 
tool for community development: 
https://raisingsandradioalameda.
crowdmap.com.

Vote As Smart As You Can
Radio Waves

Measure D
The City Charter already 

requires voter approval for any 
sale or transfer ownership of any 
public park or portion of and pub-
lic parks within the city. 

However, thee are three excep-
tions to this requirement. 

The first allows the city coun-
cil to lease or grant concessions 
or privileges in public parks. 

The second permits the coun-
cil to grant permits, licenses or 
easements for street, utility or 
other purposes in public parks. 

The third allows the city coun-
cil to sell or dispose of all or 
any portion of a public park as 
long as the council determines 
that another, similarly sized park 
would serve the same area in the 
same way as the park it sold or 
otherwise disposed of. 

If passed, Measure D would 
allow the first two exceptions to 
stand but would strip the city 
council of the power to sell or 
dispose of a public park under 
any circumstances. 

The voters would make that 
decision. 

Measure A1
Approval of Measure A1 would 

authorize a 25-year annual special 
parcel tax to fund certain projects 
and services at the Oakland Zoo. 
Passage of Measure A1 requires 
a majority of two-thirds of the 
votes cast. 

If two-thirds of the voters 
approve, Alameda County would 
levy a tax of $12 per parcel for 
each single family residential and 
multi-family residential parcel, 
and $72 for each nonresidential 
parcel. Individuals 67 years of age 
or older or to any owner whose 
combined family income qualifies 
as “low income” under federal 
law would be exempt from paying 
this tax. 

If the measure passes, the 
county would use the revenue 
to provide for animal care; pay 
for educational and conservation 
programs; maintain, operate and 
improve existing facilities at the 
zoo; and maintain and improve 
visitor services. The measure pro-
vides for an independent citizens’ 
oversight committee and revenue 

Alameda County 
Ballot Measures

 MEASURE: Page E10

REGISTER NOW 
FOR MUSIC LESSONS!

GUITAR • PIANO • KEYBOARD
FLUTE • DRUMS SAX • BASS
VIOLIN • VOICE • CLARINET

School of Music
1631 Park St. Alameda

(510) 523-4797

Stop by and receive a 
FREE 16-page booklet:

10 Guidelines to Musical 
Success at Any Age

or visit our Web site: 
www.starlandmusic.com 

OR Call NOW for a FREE 30-
Minute Consultation Appointment 

(a $50 value)
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Jeff Cambra Committed to Alameda
“Jeff  Cambra has worked to bridge diff erences in our community, helping 
to craft  a partnership with our schools and business leaders that was an 
important part of the passage of Measure A.” (School Parcel Tax)

— John Knox White

“His experience with city government, his sense of connecti on to the 
community, and his skill and talent in working with people will make him 
into a great City Council member!”

— Dan Wood

“We also like Jeff  Cambra, a 26-year Alameda resident who has been 
an assistant city att orney ... and for advocati ng the mom-and-pop busi-
nesses that are so vital to Alameda’s economy and character.” 

— Alameda Journal

Endorsed by:
Alameda Firefi ghters, Police Offi  cers and 
Teachers along with the Democrati c Party, 
Alameda Labor Council and the Asian-Pacifi c 
American Democrati c Caucus

www.JEFFCAMBRA.com
CambraForCouncil on      Facebook

As a board member of BikeAlameda, Jeff  co-
produced Bike to Work Day to promote cycling 
for the environment and bett er health. He also 
helped with Walk and Roll to School Day.

As a past president of the 
League of Women Voters, Jeff  

promoted open government and 
resident parti cipati on. Pictured 

here at the League’s Candidates 
Forum. The League does not 
endorse politi cal candidates.

Jeff  worked with the Alameda Rotary Club 
(Concerts at the Cove) and the Alameda 
Chamber of Commerce (Webster Street fair) 
to conti nue important west end traditi ons.

Jeff  co-produced the Asian Pacifi c 
Islander Cultural Festi val to 
recognize our Asian community.

Jeff  supports 
Alameda seniors 
by volunteering 
at the Masti ck 
Senior Center.

Mayor Marie Gilmore presents a 
proclamati on recognizing Earth Day and 
Alameda’s Urban Farming movement. Paid for by Jeff  Cambra for City Council 2012 FPPC# 1349146

I worked with VF Outdoor to bring 
470 new jobs here. I’ve also helped 
revitalize Webster and Park streets. 

On the hospital board, I worked 
to support patients, improve health 
care services and achieve a balanced 
budget. In my work as an arbitrator, 
I help opposing individuals and busi-
nesses resolve disputes. 

This experience will help me 
bring people together and achieve 
results for you at city hall. I’ve spent 
most of my life in Alameda. My hus-
band and I raised our children here. I 
care deeply about Alameda’s future. 

As your councilmember, I’ll work 
to create jobs and housing opportu-
nities, achieve a sustainable budget, 
protect our environment, promote 
ethical city government, and ensure 
Alameda remains a vibrant, livable 
community, as well as provide new 
sources of revenue. 

www.marilyn4alameda.org

Jane Sullwood
Alameda Golf commissioner, 

lawyer
As chair of the Alameda Golf 

Commission, my goals were to pre-

serve our heritage 
and to secure our 
future. 

I led the oppo-
sition to the plan 
to dismember the 
Chuck Corica Golf 
Complex and turn 
the Mif Albright 
Course over to a 
developer. I also championed the 
effort to select an ecologically and 
economically sound long-term oper-
ator. Preserving our heritage and 
securing our future also will be my 
goals as a councilmember. 

The problems facing Alameda 
are difficult — but not insoluble. 
Renewal of Alameda Point must be 
jumpstarted. The city budget must 
be brought under control. Blaming 
previous councils for stalled devel-
opment and swollen budgets doesn’t 
cut it. Nor does bemoaning the 
obstacles we must overcome. Let’s 
get all the options on the table — and 
out in the open. 

I will be an independent voice 
of reason, beholden neither to city 
staff nor to special interests. I will 
ferret out the facts before I offer an 

opinion. And I will rely on persua-
sion rather that intimidation to get 
results. 

I was born in Fargo, North Dakota, 
and graduated from Brown University 
and Harvard Law School. I moved to 
this great community in 1998, and 
want it to thrive and prosper. 

www.jane4council.com

Gerard Valbuena Dumuk
Cal Fire firefighter

I propose out-of-the-box solu-
tions. When I was 
five years old, 
my parents aban-
doned careers, 
fled a dictator-
ship, immigrated 
to America and 
raised three chil-
dren. 

At 18, I became 
a U.S. citizen, my 
main motivation being the right to 
vote. Since then, I have dedicated 
years of my life to public service 
including time as a paramedic and 
nine seasons with Cal Fire, which 
answers the call more than 30,000 
times each year. Alameda is no differ-

ent with its eminent fiscal emergency 
and hot political environment. 

As a charitable Elk, I am often in 
the company of elders. I enjoy their 
life stories, anecdotes and mean-
ingful discussion of local issues. I 
believe in a slow-growth policy for 
the island of Alameda. 

“We’re an island. We can’t magi-
cally make more land. New growth 
if any, should be senior housing. 
We owe our grandparents affordable 
housing. They’ve fought in wars, 
raised children and imparted on us 
morals and values. Our seniors enrich 
us. They car pool, take the bus, com-
mit no crime, and participate in the 
community as volunteers.” 

With senior housing also comes 
a tremendous underlying economy 
of care providers and health-care 
workers, creating new jobs for 
Alamedans.

School Board 
Candidate Profiles

Barbara Kahn
Retired social worker

After nearly 50 years of being 
active in Alameda PTA and the 

C h i l d r e n ’ s 
Defense Fund, I 
decided to run 
for school board. 
I have been 
involved with 
and watched this 
district since the 
1970s. 

My daughter 
taught in Alameda for 20 years. It 
is disheartening to see the focus 
change from the needs of the chil-
dren to the wants of the adults. 
I am running because I believe a 
voice must be raised in support 
of children. We voted for a parcel 
tax because we believed that our 
children and teachers needed us to. 
I served on the Measure A oversight 
committee. The board raised the 
superintendent’s salary and refused 
teachers a raise. 

The board is moving the district 
office and has leased a building for a 
half million dollars annually. There 
are alternatives, just not as conve-
nient to the adults. We must invest 
our limited resources in classrooms 
where they belong. 

I will work in collaboration with 
teachers, parents, administrators 
and other school employees to pro-
mote investing in better learning 
environments and working condi-
tions I will use my voice to refocus 
our administration on what is truly 
important — our children and teach-
ing and learning. I ask for your vote.

Tom Lynch
Parent, businessman

A l a m e d a 
deserves to be 
b e n c h m a r k e d 
against the best 
Bay Area school 
districts, Palo 
Alto, Cupertino, 
Piedmont, and 
that’s why I’m 
running for 
school board. 

My priorities will be focused on 
1) quality of education; 2) equity of 
education for all students across our 
city; 3) active support for our teach-
ers; 4) district fiscal responsibility; 
and 5) encouragement of parent par-
ticipation in their child’s education. 

I intend to address the major 
challenges the district will face over 
the next four years which include: 
rebuilding our schools, some chose 
to 100 years old, lowering our opera-
tional costs, increasing our revenue 
and bringing our teachers pay up 
to the average teachers’ pay across 
Alameda County. 

I’ll help advocate for secur-
ing reliable school funding from 

Sullwold

Dumuk

Kahn

Lynch

Vote YES 
on Measure D

Protect Our Alameda Parks
LAST ITEM ON BALLOT.
PROTECTOURALAMEDAPARKS.ORG

Paid for by Protect Our Alameda Parks
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More Letters to the Editor on the Election
The only current member who 

has raised an eyebrow is Trish 
Spencer. She has my vote. The rest of 
you should be ashamed. I will never 
again support another parcel tax for 
this district. A raise for the super-
intendent and new headquarters to 
boot! We should try and retain our 
biggest and brightest assets, our 
teachers.

— A concerned AHS parent

I know one 
when I see one
Editor:

There is a good chance another 
Alamedan will represent us in the 
Assembly beginning next year. Rob 
Bonta was a colleague of mine on the 
Alameda Hospital board of directors. 
I found him to be bright, prepared, 
engaged and thoughtful. He fulfilled 
his commitment to the hospital 
and now wants to do the same for 
Alameda in state government. 

Bonta can and will do much 
the same for Alameda as my wife, 
Wilma Chan, did when she was in 
the Assembly.  She helped put a new 
face on Webster Street, build a new 
library and create the healthcare 
district to save Alameda Hospital. 

Rob is one of the “good ones,” 
and I know one when I see one, after 
all; I married one.

— Mike McCormick

Vote “yes” on 37
Editor:

As we enter the silly season 
known as Election Day, I urge my 
fellow Californians to create real 
change by voting “yes” on Prop 37, 
mandating labeling of genetically 
modified organisms (GMO) ingre-
dients.  Mandatory labeling is the 
law in more than 50 nations, includ-
ing all of Europe, Austrailia, Japan, 
India, and China.  So why are the 
United States and Canada the odd 
nations out?  I’ll give you six big 
reasons.

The “Big 6” to be exact: pesticide 
companies Monsanto, BASF, Bayer, 
Dow, DuPont and Syngenta have pen-
etrated our governmental agencies 
and politicians so much that they 
literally write the laws.  Their fund-
ing of most universities ensures that 
unfavorable initial research of GMO 
(and there are dozens) never reach 
clinical trials.    

And lest we forget, it was Supreme 
Court Justice Clarence Thomas who 
refused to consider his deciding vote 
allowing GMO into our food supplies 
a conflict of interest, despite working 

for Monsanto’s law firm just prior to 
joining the Supreme Court.  

It’s this Big 6 that has ponied up 
the lion’s share of funding to blanket 
our mailboxes, television sets, and 
radio airwaves with propaganda, 
and flexed their advertising muscle 
to pressure newspapers’ editorials 
throughout the state.  

For a blatant example of how 
advertising money blurs news copy, 
read the San Jose Mercury News’ 
twisted logic in recommending a “no”  
vote on Prop 37, complete with 15 
sterling photos of  Monsanto’s crops 
and employees (www.mercurynews.
com/opinion/ci_21708019/mercury-
news-editorial).  

Prop 37 will simply allow 
Californians a choice at the grocery 
isle. If GMO is really no different, 
then why spend so much money to 
discourage choice? Their silence will 
be met with our reply. “Yes” on 37!

— Gene Oh

The spirit of 
Measure D
Editor:

Every now and then a communi-
ty comes together to do something 
spectacular. That is what happened 
in this town this year. It all began 
when a junior golf course was 
threatened with extinction and in 
its place a very unsuitable stretch 
of land was offered up as a swap. 
No one counted on the community 
coming together to stop this effort 
but that’s exactly what happened. 

Within a few weeks the neigh-
borhood networks spread the news, 
meetings were held, letters were 
written, fliers distributed and the 
movement to save the golf  course 
was off and running. It was an 
amazing effort to be a part of and 
in the process hundreds of people 
got involved. It wasn’t more than 
two weeks into the project that 
more than 125 citizens from all over 
town were collecting signatures on 
petitions with the goal of secur-
ing ballot status for the November 
election. 

But hey, we took this issue to 
the city council first and asked 
them to do it so we could save a 
little on shoe leather and most 
importantly give them a chance 
to join us in performing a positive 
civic duty but they had a basket of 
excuses why they couldn’t be both-
ered, except one councilmember. 
So that left a citizens committee, 
named Protect Our Alameda Parks 
to do what the council didn’t do; 
deliver the goods.

Petitions were published; legal 

experts consulted and in five weeks 
more than 10,000 valid signatures 
were filed with our city clerk.   

There’s a slogan that says 
“democracy is more than a specta-
tor sport” and the effort to close 
the charter loophole was a sterling 
demonstration of this idea. The 
petition process is an integral part 
of our city government and it is in 
place for just this kind of issue. 
Ironically this past year our city 
held workshops promoting public 
participation and it appears the 
public got the message big time. In 
years to come generations will look 
back on this effort and this achieve-
ment with gratitude.

The tremendous effort of the 
Alameda community to protect and 
preserve our Alameda parks is the 
spirit of Measure D and soon, with 
your vote, it will become the law.

— Gretchen Lipow
 

Not what it seems
Editor:

The Oakland Zoo board is 
pouring an enormous amount of 
money into pushing voters to pass 
Alameda County Measure A1. The 
board is using its political and mon-
etary muscle to defeat a grass-roots 
effort to protect one of the few 
remaining open space wildlife areas 
in Oakland. 

The zoo’s expensive campaign 
rests on a plea that these parcel tax 
funds are needed to care for its ani-
mals and maintain its educational 
programs and facilities. 

But its hidden agenda is an 
extravagantly expensive develop-
ment on rich ridgeline California 
native habitat in Knowland Park — 
native grasslands and beautiful old 
oaks and maritime chaparral that 
is home to coyotes, foxes, many 
species of birds, mountain lions 
and the threatened Alameda whip-
snake, among others, accessible 
on rambling trails with spectacular 
views of the Bay. It is a place of 
natural beauty and peace, and it is 
open to everyone to explore and 
enjoy, free. 

The zoo board has long had this 
ridgeline development project at 
the top of its to-do list, and despite 
its claims to the contrary, Measure 
A1 is written to provide the money 
for this 54-acre complex and any 
other project zoo management 
undertakes in Knowland Park. 

One must read the full text of A1 
to see what it really says: It explicit-
ly includes expansion, construction 
and development projects, without 
specificity or limitation; it states 
that the generally worded projects 

listed in the expansion plan that fol-
lows the full text are only examples 
of what the zoo can do with the 
money, that they can be changed 
and expanded, and that they are in 
no way prioritized. 

There is no stipulation that A1 
funds must first be used for animal 
care or educational programs, or 
that any percentage of A1 funds 
must be used for animal care or 
educational programs. 

Furthermore, the A1 oversight 
committee is a toothless tiger: 
There are no elected members, it 
is heavily weighted to favor the 
zoo, and it would have no access 
to complete financial informa-
tion because zoo management is 
a private nonprofit not subject to 
California’s sunshine laws. 

The committee’s primary job of 
ensuring that A1 funds are used for 
the purposes stated is meaningless, 
since the stated purposes are not 
limited or prioritized. Without cru-
cial limitations completely lacking 
in this measure, a vote for Measure 
A1 is a vote to destroy open space 
wildlife habitat in Knowland Park, 
forever. 

— Karen Smith

D needs your 
“yes “vote
Editor:

Measure D is the last item on 
the ballot. I would urge everyone 
to plow through the lengthy ballot 
until the end and vote “yes” on D.

I was delighted that the city 
council voted not to go ahead with 
the land swap, however, until we 
eliminate the provision in the City 
Charter that allows the council to 
sell or dispose or swap parkland if 
a new park is designated, the pos-
sibility remains that the council 
might attempt to swap parkland 
again without voter approval.

Please vote “yes” on Measure D, 
which would eliminate this clause 
from the city charter and ensure 
all sales or disposals or our parks 
must go to a voters or Alameda.

We need to get this over with 
once and for all!

— Cecelia Pereira

Hidden treasure
Editor: 

Search your long and complicated 
ballot. Search clear to the bottom.

There you will find hidden trea-
sure: Measure D. Vote “yes” on 
Measure D. It will protect Alameda 
parks. It will ensure that no parkland 
will be sold or swapped without 

approval of the voters. Our parks 
belong to all of us. All of us should 
have a right to vote on what happens 
to them. 

Measure D is not a tax.
Our city council has tremendous 

power. Its members should not have 
the power to sell or swap our parks. 
Protect our parks by protecting your 
right to vote on what happens to 
them.

Vote “yes” on Measure D.
— James Anderson

Reaping the benefits
Editor:

Three years ago, Alameda 
Unified School District (AUSD) 
Superintendent Kirsten Vital and 
her staff embarked on an unprec-
edented process in Alameda: devel-
oping a five-year plan for the dis-
trict’s finances, staffing, programs 
and facilities. 

After eight community workshops, 
multiple community and school site 
meetings, and several community 
and teacher surveys, the board of 
education voted 4-1 to adopt what is 
now called the “Master Plan,” which 
detailed eight goals for the district, 
as well as the strategies to reach 
them. Board member Spencer cast 
the only “no” vote.

The plan is reaping extraordi-
nary benefits for our students. Test 
scores are rising and the achieve-
ment gap is shrinking. For instance, 
90 percent of AUSD seventh-graders 
scored “proficient” in writing last 
year and 95 percent of our high 
school students graduate. 

In 2011 our community also gen-
erously supported the passage of 
the $84 million Measure A parcel tax 
that protects our teachers’ salaries, 
our full school year, our neighbor-
hood elementary schools, our art, 
music, drama, AP classes, as well 
as our high school sports programs. 
All this is unimaginable in neighbor-
ing districts.

As a grateful parent whose chil-
dren have attended Alameda schools 
for 15 years, and as a teacher here 
for nine years, I am excited about 
this extraordinary progress. Board 
members Tam and Mooney voted to 
adopt the plan. 

I urge Alamedans to vote for these 
two incumbents on Nov. 6, along 
with Mike Robles-Wong, who chaired 
the Measure A campaign. They have 
the experience, knowledge and fore-
sight it takes to continue leading 
our students towards ever-greater 
success.

— Carla Greathouse

Continued from page E2
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the state, adoption of weighted stu-
dent funding; district readiness for 
the State’s new SMARTER Balanced 
Assessment Testing Consortium 
and children’s health and safety, 
My 30 years of management, sales 
and system engineering in the high 
tech industry, combined with exten-
sive knowledge of state and local 
funding, state FPPC compliance, 
plus my extensive volunteer work 
in Alameda uniquely qualifies me to 
help make a difference for Alameda 
Schools.

Ron Mooney
Parent, education advocate, PTA 
leader, businessman, incumbent

As a parent 
of two children 
attending public 
school in Alameda 
(elementary and 
high) and a third 
in college, I am 
passionate about 
public education. 

A l a m e d a 
Unified School 
District (AUSD) must provide the 
best for our children, support our 

dedicated teachers and staff and 
create graduates ready for college 
or careers. Despite our budget con-
straints, we must push our schools 
even more to provide better choices 
to parents, reach for higher stan-
dards and improve our sites. 

As president, I worked with my 
colleagues to create a Master Plan 
that does just that and to ensure 
Measure A and all monies are spent 
wisely and appropriately. 

I will continually strive for excel-
lence, ask the tough questions and 
demand thorough and transpar-
ent answers. I have a proven track 
record and experience supporting 
education. 

I earned the National Lifetime 
Achievement Award during more 
than 12 years with PTAs, and I have 
worked with non-profits such as AEF. 
Furthermore, my AUSD and business 
experience give me a unique per-
spective on providing leadership, as 
well as redesigning our schools to be 
accountable, effective and efficient 
in the years and decades ahead. 

For dedicated, passionate and 
experienced community leadership I 
ask you to vote for me, Ron Mooney. 

www.ronmooney.net

Jon Murphy
Instructor, Ed.D.

Please vote for 
me on Nov. 6. I 
am excited about 
students achiev-
ing their high-
est potential in 
a district where 
parents, teachers 
and staff can work 
collaboratively for 
this end. 

My vision for the Alameda Unified 
School District is to improve team 
building, staff development, tech-
nology awareness and resources 
and accountability/transparency of 
administration at all levels. 

These are the foci of the 21st 
century in education of our youth 
in the public school system. I come 
to you as a nonpartisan leader with 
the objective to promote pedagogy 
in our schools, which embraces life-
long learning for our future.  I will 
facilitate decisive action for improve-
ments, particularly where needed in 
these four areas. 

My knowledge and experience as 
a senator on the academic senate 
committee, as a program director 
in a California State School, and as 
a co-chair of its budget committee 
has prepared me for this next step, 
to serve as your school board rep-
resentative.

Kurt Peterson
Businessman

If you are tired 
of seeing school 
district admin-
istrators getting 
hefty raises and 
expensive new 
facilities for their 
offices while stu-
dents and teacher 
do without basic 
necessities, then 
I am your candidate for Alameda 
Unified School District board mem-
ber. 

I have been a successful local 
businessman for more than 35 years 
and know how to get the most out 
of a tight budget. I also serve on 
the Alameda Point Restoration 
Advisory Board and the Alameda 
Open Government Commission. 

My two sons attended Alameda 
schools for their K-12 educa-
tions before going on to graduate 
with degrees from UCLA and San 
Francisco State. It saddens me to 
see all the policy changes that have 
taken place in the school district 
since they attended. 

I believe in fair and open negotia-
tions of all school district contracts. 

There is nothing more important 
to our society than to prepare our 
youth for a challenging future with a 
strong education. 

As residents of this great city, 
you have a right to know where your 
hard-earned tax dollars are going. 
With all the recent reductions in 
state funding for schools, our youth 
need every bang for every buck. To 
accomplish this, I kindly ask for your 
support and vote. 

Michael Robles-Wong
Retired business manager

I have lived 
in Alameda for 
25 years. Our 
oldest daughter 
is a Hornet alum 
and her sister 
is a Jet via Net 
Charter. I have 
taken community 
leadership roles 
in the recent past 
including: Civil 
Service chairperson; president of 
the Community of Harbor Bay Isle; 
campaign chair of Measure A; and 
as the dad of the lead plaintiff in the 
lawsuit against the state for failing to 
properly fund public schools. 

During a 33-year career spanning 
several local public agencies, my 
responsibilities included financial 
and budget administration, executive 
recruitment, and labor regulations. 

If elected, I will work hard, focus 
on pro-active change and exercise 
leadership to foster consensus 
among teachers, administrators, par-
ents, students, and community at 
large. The superintendent’s contract 
and rapidly aging neighborhood 
schools will be significant tasks the 
new board will confront. 

If you believe as I do that a healthy 
amount of skepticism and proven 
leadership skills at the community 
level is needed, please vote for me. 

Trish Spencer
Parent, attorney, community 

volunteer and children’s advocate, 
incumbent

I hold a 
B.A. from U.C. 
Berkeley in soci-
ology; a J.D from 
Western State 
University. attor-
ney. California 
School Board 
A s s o c i a t i o n ’s 
Masters in 
G o v e r n a n c e . 
co-chair Alameda Collaborative for 
Children, Youth and Families, serv-
ing 35-plus organizations. Former 
PTA council president, overseeing 
all school district PTAs; substitute 

teacher at virtually every Alameda 
school. 

My focus is creating an envi-
ronment where every child has 
the opportunity to succeed. This 
requires smaller classes, rich cur-
riculum, diverse electives, and 
advanced placement, career-techni-
cal, and vocational courses. 

I support fiscally responsible, 
joint-use recreational facilities: 
sports fields, pools and parks. I 
strongly support the education 
of anti-bullying for all (differently 
abled/special needs, ethnicities, 
gender, LGBTQ, race, religion) to 
ensure a safe learning environment. 
Fiscal responsibility is paramount 
to ensure each dollar is wisely spent 
benefiting students first. 

Therefore, I voted against a sig-
nificant raise for the superintendent, 
leasing of new administrative offices, 
and contracting unneeded consul-
tants. I have the experience to man-
age during tough economic times, 
and unlike the other Board members, 
I support public disclosure of district 
expenditures. 

I am a dedicated, compassion-
ate, detail-oriented leader, Together, 
we can tackle the quality-of-educa-
tion, equity and fiscal challenges, 
while representing diverse interests. 
I would be honored by your vote.

www.votetrish.com

Nielsen Tam
Incumbent

As an 
Alameda Unified 
School District 
(AUSD) teacher 
and principal for 
39 years, parent/
grandparent and 
current school 
board member, I 
have been deeply 
involved with 
educational excellence within the 
school district for 43 years. 

My long-term experience and his-
torical perspective within AUSD pro-
vide me with the knowledge, training 
and commitment necessary to lead 
our district during this critical peri-
od, I bring elementary and middle 
school administrative and teaching 
experience to complex decision-mak-
ing. 

I will continue to respect, value 
and encourage the involvement and 
contribution of Alameda’s parents, 
students and community. Giving 
back to my community, I was a 
board member of the Alameda Food 
Bank, Girls, Inc. and Alameda Point 
Collaborative. I serve on the boards 
of Alameda Family Services, Alameda 

Mooney

Murphy

Peterson

Robles-
Wong

Spencer

Tam

- - -  P U B L I C  N O T I C E  - - -
Naval Air Station Alameda 

Alameda Point
Restoration Advisory Board Meeting

      

6:30 P.M. – 8:30 P.M.
Thursday, November 8, 2012

Alameda Point - Building 1 - Suite 140
Community Conference Room 

950 West Mall Square
Alameda, California 94501

The Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) is composed of interested 
citizens and government representatives involved in the 

environmental cleanup program at Alameda Point.  
Community participation and input is important and appreciated.    

The Alameda Point RAB normally meets on the first Thursday of 
every month to discuss the status and progress of the environmental 

program at Alameda Point.  

The interested public is welcome!
      

For more information about this meeting and the Installation 
Restoration Program at Alameda Point, please contact:

Mr. Derek Robinson, BRAC Environmental Coordinator, Department 
of the Navy Base Realignment and Closure

 Program Management Office West
1455 Frazee Road, Suite 900, San Diego, CA 92108-4310

(619) 532-0951



Community Fund, and the Alameda 
Multicultural Center. 

I am also on the advisory board of 
the Boys & Girls Club, the Commission 
on Disabilities, and was co-chair for 
the Alameda Youth Collaborative. 
I received the Alameda Red Cross 
Award for Community Service and the 
San Francisco Koshland Civic Unity 
Award. In my roles of service, I built 
partnerships with the AUSD, the city, 
businesses and the community. 

I pledge my continued dedication 
to you, and ask for your support. 

Health District 
Candidate Profiles

Jordan Battani
Incumbent, healthcare consultant

Six years of 
service on the 
city of Alameda 
H e a l t h c a r e 
District Board, 
currently as board 
president; more 
than 30 years 
of professional 
healthcare leader-
ship experience in a variety of hospital, 

physician, health plan and consulting 
organizations; nationally known leader 
on healthcare reform and technology; 
Masters degrees in business adminis-
tration and public health. 

As district board president, my 
focus has been on ensuring clinical 
service excellence and long-term 
financial sustainability for Alameda 
Hospital. During my tenure the hos-
pital has achieved national rec-
ognition and certification for the 
clinical quality of its programs and 
operations. 

The commitment that the taxpay-
ers have made to supporting Alameda 
Hospital, and the local healthcare 
services, is an inspiring example of 
community spirit and responsibility. 
It has been my privilege to serve this 
effort. Please return me to office to 
continue this important work. 

Vote for Jordan Battani for city of 
Alameda Healthcare District director.

Tracy Jensen
During the past 12 years I have 

had the opportunity to contribute 
to a number of community projects 
as a board member for the Alameda 
Unified School District, the Alameda 
County Community Food Bank, the 
Alameda Soccer Club and the League 

of Women Voters. 
My goal in all of 
these activities 
was to improve 
the opportunities 
for my Alameda 
neighbors. 

One of the 
most interest-
ing and relevant 
positions I held was as a member 
of the Alameda Hospital Strategic 
Planning workgroup. For two years I 
worked with the Health Care District 
board members and hospital staff 
to improve services and ensure that 
Alameda Hospital remains a relevant 
community institution. 

Since moving back to my home-
town of Alameda in 2000 I have con-
tributed to a number of community 
projects. My goal has always been 
to improve services for Alameda 
families. 

J. Michael McCormick
Incumbent, semi-retired college 

instructor, businessperson
With the nearest emergency room 

more than 20 minutes away, Alameda 
Hospital remains a critical commu-
nity asset. I am seeking an additional 
term to enhance quality care and 

protect our local 
safety net during 
difficult financial 
times. 

During my 
almost four years 
on the board, I 
led efforts to sta-
bilize the hospital 
through expand-
ing outpatient services, creating a 
new wound center, assuring stroke 
certification and creating a new cen-
ter for nursing home patients. 

As the finance chair, I led efforts 
to increase state funding and build 
support among local and state elect-
ed officials. We are one of the low-
est-cost hospitals in the county that 
continues to offer excellent care. The 
hospital is supported by taxpayers, 
so I have advocated for more trans-
parency and careful allocations of 
scarce dollars. 

My family spent more than 60 
years in the healthcare occupations, 
my wife is an Alameda Country 
Supervisor specializing in healthcare 
policy, and I have a professional 
finance background having run a 
successful independent business for 
25 years. I would be honored to have 
your support.

Leland Traiman
Registered nurse, family nurse 
practitioner, legal nurse consul-

tant; legislative consultant

I have drafted 
property tax law, 
created the con-
cept of square 
footage taxation 
with the Library 
Relief Act of 1980; 
helped draft leg-
islation for two 
current members 
of the California Legislature; Domestic 
Partnership Task Force — Chairperson, 
wrote the first domestic partnership pol-
icy enacted into law in 1984. Community 
Service: ACLU Board of Directors; Budget 
Review Commission; Library Board of 
Trustees; Alameda County Democratic 
Party Committee member. 

Taxpayers give $6 million a year 
to Alameda Hospital. Board mem-
bers should represent the public, not 
their own business interests. 

The board did not address stroke 
certification and earthquake retrofit-
ting requirements until threatened 
with closure by the state. The cur-
rent board has failed. Time for a 
change. Vote for the nurse.
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891 Island Drive
Harbor Bay Landing

521-7711
GO VOTE!

On Electi on Day, November 6, 2012
then come to La Val’s for 

TWO PIZZAS FOR THE PRICE OF ONE!

Good on Medium, Large, Party Pizza only
NOT valid with any other off er.
NOT available on delivery and 
NO ti med orders on this day.

2 for 1

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

Qualified Leadership for a Vibrant Alameda 

Endorsed By:
Alameda Journal Oakland Tribune East Bay Express

Vote November 6!
www.Marilyn4Alameda.org

Qualifications:

Alameda: An Architectural 
Treasure Chest

The comprehensive overview of the 
Island’s domestic architecture. To order 

this 128-page book send a check for 
$30 made out to Alameda Sun to 3215J 

Encinal Ave. Alameda CA 94501

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 263-1472

A Guide to Alameda History and Architecture

A Look at the Candidates for Local Office Profiles of Alameda Candidates

 PROFILES: Page E6

The Alameda Sun presents the 
statements from the individual 
candidates for city council, the 

school board and the district health 
board. These statements were taken 
from Alameda County’s sample bal-
lot and voter information ballot, 
starting with the city council.   

INSERTS
INSERTS
INSERTS
INSERTS
INSERTS

It’s easier than you think 
to have something delivered 
to each door in Alameda. The 
Alameda Sun delivery service 
provides many options for 
inserting material into the 
Alameda Sun for delivery each 
Thursday.

Potential insertions can 
be targeted at a particular 
neighborhood. Choose Bay 
Farm, East End, South Shore, 
Central Main or West End for 
targeted delivery. Got a flyer 
printed? Good, now get it out. 
Inserts run just $50 per thou-
sand. (Printing not included.) 
Call now: (510) 263-1470.

J. Michael McCormick (“Mike”) for Hospital Board
Mike has devoted the last 4 years to fi ghting to 

maintain and stabilize healthcare services in the city 
through his service on the Hospital Board.  Mike, who 
holds an MBA in business technology, currently chairs 
the Management and Finance Committee.

He spent many years as a pioneering computer entre-
preneur in Bay Area business technology. 

Mike’s life work combines a strong belief in fi scal 
responsibility with the need for civic engagement.  In 
addition to his business expertise, he holds a MA in 
American History and spent many years teaching. As an 
instructor in the Peralta College system, he saw fi rst-
hand the detrimental affect that the lack of healthcare 
services has on working and middle class families in 
terms of academic and career success.  

He lives in Alameda with his wife, Wilma Chan.
Paid for by the Committee to Elect Mike McCormick for Hospital Board

Jeff Cambra
Attorney, community mediator
I have lived in Alameda the last 25 

years and have seen our island flour-
ish. I have always taken an active 
role in making Alameda a better 
place to live, work, and play, wheth-
er it was serving 
as president of 
the League of 
Women Voters, 
assisting the 
city’s Sunshine 
Task Force, co-
producing the 
Asian Pacific 
Islander Cultural 
Festival, or chair-
ing our city’s Bike to Work Day. 

As a leader in our city’s business 
organizations, I work to revitalize 
our business districts and sustain 
the locally owned businesses that 
serve our families. 

As a former assistant city attor-

ney drafting laws and advising a city 
council, I have learned how govern-
ment works. 

We must preserve Alameda’s 
unique quality of life by continuing to 
provide valued community services 
to all from youth to seniors. 

As your councilmember, I will 
work to ensure the safety and secu-
rity of our residents, promote eco-
nomic development, continue the 
partnership with our schools, and 
exercise fiscal accountability. 

You can count on me to be acces-
sible, effective, and committed to 
the future of our great city. It would 
be an honor to serve you on the city 
council and I respectfully ask for 
your vote. 

www.JeffCambra.com

Stewart Chen
City of Alameda Healthcare District 

director; doctor of chiropractic
My primary goal in running for city 

council is to preserve and improve 
the quality of life in Alameda. This is 
our home and it has been good to us. 
My wife and I raised both our chil-
dren here. They attended Alameda 
public schools and grew up with the 
benefit of our parks, libraries and 
hospital.

I believe such facilities are impor-

tant, and I pledge 
to work to keep 
them accessible 
to all Alamedans. 
I believe that 
everyone has 
a right to these 
freedoms and 
amenities. 

We achieve 
this as a community by electing city 
officials who care about people’s 
needs and work toward them. 

Twelve years ago, I decided to 
devote some of my time to public 
service, not to do something grand, 
but to help wherever I could. I served 
two terms on the Social Service and 
Human Relations Board, one term 
on the County’s Human Relations 
Commission, and in November 2010, 
I was elected to the city’s Health Care 
District Board. 

Now, I want to use my experience 
and energy to represent and serve 
our community as a councilmember. 
Vote for me, Dr. Stewart Chen, on 
Nov. 6 and let me be your voice. 

www.Stewartchen.org

Tony Daysog
Urban planner

“Think positive: plan ahead.” 
That’s the motto of my campaign. I 

I want to maintain a balance of 
objectiveness between the needs 
of the residents and businesses in 
Alameda. I would also like to create 
a sound future of sustainability of a 
government that will provide for all 
its incumbents.

My vision of Alameda Point is to 
minimally develop until a feasible 
solution for congestion is addressed. 
A vast majority of residents on the 
West End are concerned about con-
gestion related to additional devel-
opment.

People want to feel like they are 
part of something bigger, something 
better, something that stands out, 
and I think the city is doing a great 
job considering the challenges the 
economy has given it. It stands out 
to me, and I feel that as long as the 
city continues to embrace the values 
that have been set forth by the fore-
fathers of this country, the city is on 
the correct path.

Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft
Planning board member; 

arbitrator, attorney
My 16 years 

of community 
leadership in 
Alameda has 
prepared me 
well to serve 
as your coun-
cilmember. I’ve 
been a Planning 
Board mem-
ber, Economic 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
commissioner, and Hospital Board 
director. 

I’ve volunteered in schools, and 
co-chaired successful campaigns to 
build the new Main Library and keep 
Alameda Hospital open. 

In six years as a Planning Board 
member and president, I’ve helped 
stimulate economic growth and 
bring high quality, sustainable 
development to Alameda. Recently, 

Cambra

Chen

Daysog

Ezzy 
Ashcraft

Continued from page E8

Jensen

Battani

McCormick

Traiman

am running for 
city council to 
bring city hall 
and our com-
munity together, 
to put us on the 
same page. 

If we stay 
positive, plan 

ahead, and work together, we can 
accomplish so much, including 
implementing the best city hall pen-
sion-reform plans. 

When I was on city council (1996-
2006), I took pride in listening to and 
working closely with residents on a 
range of issues, having lead success-
ful projects including the develop-
ment of Bayport at Alameda Point 
and creation of the “traffic safety tool 
kit” to make crossing streets safer for 
school children and the elderly. 

What will aid me in working close 
with residents is the fact that I am 
an urban planner by profession, with 
a master’s degree in city planning 
from UC Berkeley. I also earned my 
bachelor’s from Berkeley. And, I love 
Alameda. 

I grew up in and continue to reside 
in the West End: the Farmer’s Market 
is literally in front of my home, so, if 
elected, you can shop for farm-fresh 
produce and chat with your council-
man. 

Daysog4Council2012.com; 864-
7593. 

Joana Darc Weber
Joana Darc 

Weber has lived in 
Alameda for eight 
years, but the 
Brazil native feels 
like she’s lived 
here her entire 
life. She wants to 
give back to the 
community she 
loves. So she’s 
running for city council. 

“Alameda looks like a huge fam-
ily, is the place where everybody 
helps each other and I want do that,” 
said Weber, a former communica-
tion director for the Department of 
Journalism and Press for the city of 
Goiania, Goias in Brazil. I hope to 
provide a forward path of progress 
for the city while providing a strong 
future in education, health, and secu-
rity for the residents and businesses 
that reside here.

Weber
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Measure B1
If two-thirds of the voters approve, 

Measure B1 would increase the trans-
actions and use tax from 0.5 percent 
to a full one percent. Approval would 
also extend this tax in perpetuity. It 
is currently set to expire in March 
2022. In addition, passage would give 
the Alameda County Transportation 
Commission Authority to issue lim-
ited tax bonds. 

If the measure passes, the rev-
enue would fund public and special-
ized transit; improvements to local 
streets and roads; highway efficiency 
and freight development; bicycle and 

pedestrian infrastructure; and sus-
tainable land use and transportation 
projects. 

The plan for use of these funds 
would undergo updates at least 
once before the general election of 
November 2042 and at least once 
every 20 years thereafter. 

The measure would create an 
independent watchdog committee 
to review and oversee all expendi-
tures of the tax proceeds and report 
directly to the public. The commit-
tee’s annual report would include 
information on spending and the 
progress made in implementing the 
plan; expenditures are also subject 
to annual independent audits.

PRESERVING PRESERVING 
OUR OUR 

QUALITY OF QUALITY OF 
LIFE BY:LIFE BY:

OUR CITY OUR CITY 
MUST:MUST:

Enhancing our Schools

Protecting our Budget

Continuing to Build 
projects like our 
Library, Alameda Theatre 
and South Shore Center

Paid for by Stewart Chen for Alameda City Council 2012 FPPC# 1349155

Take the lead 
on Developing 
Alameda Point

Be more accessible 
and accountable to 
our residents

Require a vote of the 
people before selling 
or transferring 
a property

The ONLY candidate endorsed by Teachers, Firefighters, Police and the Sierra Club!

Paid for by Stewart Chen for Alameda City Council 2012 FPPC#1349155

Continued from page E7

Measures: Explained

Frank Matarrese 
Measure D does more than 

just offer voters the chance to 
increase protection for Alameda’s 
parks.  Measure D builds crucial 
momentum for preserving open 
space and creating new park-
lands for our island community. 
Measure D on the November bal-
lot asks Alameda voters, “Shall 
the Charter of the City of Alameda 
be amended by amending Section 
22-12 to eliminate language that 
allows the City Council to sell or 
dispose of public parks or any 
portion thereof if a new public 
park is designated, which means 
the sale or disposal of public 
parks must be approved by the 
electors?” 

The city charter as it cur-
rently stands, allows sale or swap 
on the conditions that “the park 
will be replaced by another park 
of comparable size and utility 
which serves the same area with 
substantially the same amenities 
and improvements.” The latitude 
allowed by of these conditions 
caused the recent uproar over a 
land deal involving a portion of 
the Chuck Corica Golf Complex, 
a simmering issue over the years. 
A “yes” vote would eliminate sub-
stantial ambiguities as to replace-
ment of the disposed parkland.

A “yes” vote is important for 
shielding existing parks from sale 
or swap and for protection of 
new parks in Alameda. Alameda 
has no room for expansion and 
is among the most densely popu-
lated cities in Alameda County. 
Every square inch of parkland is 
important to residents and visi-

tors alike. “Yes” on Measure D is 
recognition of just how important 
parks are to Alameda and, espe-
cially in these hard budget times, 
effectively removes parkland 
from being entwined in short-
sighted budget balancing.

A “yes” vote is essential 
to sound planning for today’s 
parks and for the future parks in 
Alameda. With future parks such 
as the Alameda Beltline (thank 
you, Jean Sweeney and all the 
voters supporting the 2002 park 
related Measure D, which desig-
nated this land as open space). A 
“yes” vote can also build momen-
tum needed for establishing 
future parks in the city’s General 
Plan documents: Estuary Park at 
the foot of Oak Street, a sports 
complex, Enterprise Park, other 
new parks, vital wetlands and 
wildlife refuge at Alameda Point. 

Finally, Measure D affirms 
Alameda’s strong commitment to 
its parklands and the quality that 
they bring to our city.

Frank Matarrese is a former 
city councilman.

Why Measure 
D is Important

Commentary

Measure 
D affirms 
Alameda’s strong 
commitment to 
its parklands 
and the quality 
that they bring to 
our City.

Trish Spencer
The Alameda Sun recently wrote 

that it has been established that 
I’m not anti-gay (“Candidate Accuses 
Committee of Bias,” Oct. 4). The 
Alameda Education Association 
(AEA), which represents Alameda’s 
teachers, the Classified Staff 
Employees Association (CSEA), 
which represents the school district’s 
classified employees, the Alameda 
County Democratic Party and the 
Alameda Central Labor Council have 
all endorsed my candidacy. 

If I were anti-gay, none of these 
organizations would support me. 
Not one of these four organiza-
tions has endorsed any of the other 
school board incumbents running 
for office. The AEA, the CSEA, the 
Labor Council and the Democratic 
Party all get it. I was right to advo-
cate for explicit anti-bullying for all 
protected classes, not just one.  This 
is what our legislature demands and 
our children need. I am proud to 
advocate for all children.

I’m honored that many Alameda 
residents already know my character 
and support me because of it. I’m 
a Mexican-American woman from a 
poor family. Two of my four chil-
dren grew up with special needs. My 
children and I experienced bullying 
firsthand.  All kids feel pain from 
bullying. Bullying against any kid is 
wrong. All kids should be taught that 

any bullying is wrong, period.  
The school board was asked to 

approve curriculum designed to 
protect only one group. People the 
school board chose to exclude felt 
the system was trampling on them 
once again. Moreover, no business 
would adopt an anti-harassment poli-
cy that protected only one class. After 
months of my advocacy for anti-bully-
ing curriculum for all, staff presented 
an inclusive anti-bullying curriculum 
that I wholeheartedly supported. 
Unfortunately, another motion was 
made to implement anti-bullying cur-
riculum to protect one class of kids. 
I voted against it. No kid deserves to 
be left unprotected by the system.

The bottom line is that I vote 
“no” when the actions of the major-
ity (three trustees) fail to put “kids 
first.” I voted “no” on Superintendent 
Kirsten Vital’s exorbitant raise 
(including full health insurance at 
the level and plan of her choice). I 
also voted against leasing new school 
district offices for $552,000 a year for 

six years (totaling $3.2 million). 
I made motions to share carry-

over funds with other employees as 
a one-time bonus (as other school 
districts did and no other board 
members supported). I strenuously 
advocated for keeping Woodstock 
Child Development Center open 
because that’s what our families 
need. I voted against the Master 
Plan, which — under Scenario B 
— creates “mega” schools and closes 
Franklin, Washington and Otis ele-
mentary schools. This is not in the 
best interests of Alameda families.

Decisions by three board mem-
bers contribute to the district’s low 
employee morale, which can’t be 
good for our kids. The school district 
must spend its money to benefit 
“kids first,” not administrators.

I’m honored to receive notes 
like, “Thank you for representing the 
interests of minorities in Alameda 
who contribute so much to our com-
munity yet are underrepresented in 
its governance.” 

We can only move our commu-
nity forward by working together. 
Our children don’t have time for divi-
sive politics; that’s why I’m running 
for re-election and would appreciate 
your support. 

Trish Spencer is a school-board 
incumbent and a candidate for a 
school-board seat. Learn more at 
www.votetrish.com

Anti-Bullying Must 
Include All Classes

Commentary

The bottom line 
is that I vote “no” 
when the actions of 
the majority fail to 
put “kids first.”

TRISH SPENCER, BARBARA KAHN, AND JON MURPHY 
FOR SCHOOL BOARD

Trish Spencer, Barbara Kahn and Jon Murphy all know that there is nothing more important than cre-
ating high expectations and holding all parties accountable. As school board members, they’ll ensure 
that district staff, principals, teachers and parents are working together to promote better learning in 
the classroom and to improve the lives of our young people and their futures.

Please join the Teachers’ Team by voting for Spencer, Kahn and Murphy for Alameda Unified Governing 
Board Members. We are confident they will better serve our students through strong teamwork and 
collaboration so that we may prepare our students for the challenges of 21st Century.

Alameda’s Teachers and Students need your vote for 
Trish Spencer, Barbara Kahn and Jon Murphy 

on November 6th.
Paid for by the Alameda Education Association PAC, FPPC# 1326421

Bay Farm Island
The Water’s Edge Lodge
801 Island Drive
 
Garage
38 Stone Harbor
 
Casitas Alameda 
Community Center
1101 Verdemar Drive
 
Islandia 
Recreation Center
Downstairs
1138 Island Drive
 
Alameda Fire Station 
No. 4
2595 Mecartney Road
 
Temple Israel Social Hall 
Side B
3183 Mecartney Road

Garage
116 Gainsborough Court

Harbor Bay Isle 
Homeowners Association
Community Room
3195 Mecartney Road

East End
Lincoln School 
Room 605, Side B
1250 Fernside Blvd.

Edison School
Multi-Use Room 
Side B
2700 Buena Vista Ave.

Alameda Christian 
Reformed Church
2914 Encinal Ave.

Frank Otis School
Hallway
3010 Fillmore St.

Park Street 
to Chestnut

Alameda Care Center
Lobby
430 Willow St.

Ann B. Diament Plaza 
Lobby
920 Park St.

Alameda Hotel Apartments 
Crystal Room
Enter on Central Avenue
1415 Broadway

Rhythmix Cultural Works
2513 Blanding Ave.

City Hall 
Room 360
Enter on Oak Street
2263 Santa Clara Ave.

Alameda Unified School District 
Lobby
Use Ramp
2200 Central Ave.

Central Baptist Church 
Foyer
2133 Central Ave.

Alameda Hospital 
Conference Room C
2070 Clinton Ave.

St Joseph Notre Dame 
High School Gym
1011 Chestnut St.

South Shore
Donald C Lum School 
Lobby
1801 Sandcreek Way

Grand Street 
and West

First Congregation Church 
Social Hall
Calvary Christian Center
1516 Grand St

Trinity Lutheran Church 
Fellowship Hall
1323 Central Ave.

Garage
404 Fair Haven Rd.

Maya Lin School 
Lobby
825 Taylor Ave. 
Enter on Santa Clara Avenue

Seventh Day Adventist Church
1515 Verdi St.

Alameda Fire Station No. 2
635 Pacific Ave.

St. Barnabas School
Hall Side B
1400 Sixth St.

Independence Plaza 
Community Room
Side B
703 Atlantic Ave.

Ruby Bridges 
Elementary School 
Hallway
351 Jack London Ave.

Encinal High School
Room 717
210 Central Ave.

Paden School 
Hallway
444 Central Ave.

Woodstock Homes Corp 
Conf Room
1711 Second St.

Find Your Alameda Polling PlaceThe Editor 
Writes Back
Dear Alameda Sun readers,

It is with trembling trepidation 
that the Alameda Sun releases its 
first-ever “Decision: Alameda Goes 
to the Polls” edition. These 12 pages 
are packed full of your opinions, 
your passions, your goals and very 
missions in life. 

Whether candidates, voters, cam-
paigners, activists or just Alamedans 
who care, your voices and the power 
of those voices are the central topic 
of this publication.

The Alameda Sun offers its opin-
ion page to its readers each week, 
but election time is something differ-
ent. Suddenly, Alameda voters hold 
our destiny in their hands. Suddenly 
the opinions become more serious, 
more impactful and sound not unlike 
the unfolding of history.

Will this election change the 
course of our Island history? Will 
the election of a particular strata of 
talent result in the Alameda populace 
realizing new economic vitality, new 
educational standards or new quality 
of health care? 

Only the pages yet to be printed 
will tell the tale. Keep reading the 
Alameda Sun well into the next elec-
tion for the true results of this elec-
tion: how the candidates perform. 
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Letters to the Editor on the Election
Lynch will hold 
Vital accountable
Editor:

As a retired school teacher of 
26 years, and a resident of Alameda 
for 30 years, I am writing to support 
the candidacy of Tom Lynch for the 
school board. I’ve known Tom for 
more than 10 years. I know that the 
quality of a child’s education comes 
first for him and that teachers are 
an important part of making sure the 
education of the children comes first.

I’m concerned that our current 
school board has made some poor 
choices for our children and teach-
ers, which include refusing to share 
the $2 million surplus from the previ-
ous school year with our teachers 
and renegotiating the Superintendent 
Kirsten Vital’s contract. This contract 
provides for bonuses and 100 per-
cent medical coverage while letting 
our average teacher’s salary decline 
over the last four years due to state 
cuts and furlough days. 

Things have become so bad 
between our teachers and adminis-
tration that I’m concerned we could 
see another Chicago-style school 
strike here in Alameda.

When our district was facing 
major cuts, our teachers worked 
with the administration and accept-
ed a reduction in work days and 
larger classroom sizes. Our teachers 
worked alongside parents to help 
Measure A pass. 

However, the current school board 
has yet to come up with a plan to bring 
our teachers’ pay up to the average 
teacher’s pay across Alameda County. 
Sadly the collaborative feelings we 
had after the passage of Measure A 
between parents, teachers, adminis-
tration and the Alameda Community, 
has been lost due to decisions that 
have been made by the existing school 
board. We need new thinking on the 
school board. 

Tom’s extensive business man-
agement experience in high tech 
combined with his community out-
reach help in the PTA, Boys & Girls 
Club, and Harbor Bay homeowner’s 
board of directors would become 
invaluable when addressing the lead-
ership qualities a school board trust-
ee needs to demonstrate. I’ve talked 
with him many times and know 
he has a plan to restore the trust 
between our teachers and admin-
istration and between the school 
district and our community. 

On his first day on the board, he 
would collaborate with other trust-
ees to ensure the superintendent is 
measured on her work to restore the 

trust between teachers and adminis-
tration and that a realistic goal be set 
for the superintendent to design and 
implement a plan to bring teachers 
to a fair and reasonable pay. Holding 
the superintendent accountable on 
restoring trust between teachers and 
administration is a much needed 
positive step forward.

— Sandra Berger

It’s a matter of trust
Editor: 

Measure D deserves a “yes” vote.
The only argument that we have 

heard against a “yes” vote on Measure 
D is that the future city councils must 
be free to exchange park and rec-
reation land in the development of 
Alameda Point and other areas. 

This argument is weak due to the 
trust factor. When huge profits in 
the millions of dollars are involved, 
developers have, and will continue 
to contribute huge campaign dollars 
and offer political paybacks to get 
their spokespersons into positions 
at the city. 

Are we going to trust that future 
council members and staff will not 
be influenced and manipulated by 
developers? Let’s not! 

A “yes” vote on Measure D will 
leave the future of our precious and 
sacred parklands in the hands of the 
voters of Alameda. Please cast your 
“yes” vote for Measure D! 

— Marie Kane 

Vote for Bonta 
Editor:

I support Rob Bonta for State 
Assembly because, as a former 
Alameda County supervisor, I know 
the challenges our district and our 
communities face. I know Rob under-
stands them too, from our many con-
versations. But more importantly, I 
believe Rob has the knowledge and 
experience to make a positive differ-
ence in our communities by fighting 
for us at the state level. 

As an Alameda resident, I’ve seen 
the types of positive change he has 
made for our city. He worked hard 
to support the measure that raised 
$84 million for our public schools, 
in a time when our public education 
budget is being slashed by the state. 
With the transfer of Alameda Point to 
city control, Rob is helping to create 
the potential for thousands of new 
jobs for the people in our district. 

It also matters to me that Rob is 
committed to protecting the social 
services that protect all of us, but 
especially our sick, our elderly 
and our disenfranchised communi-

ties. I want to know that our next 
Assemblymember “gets it” and will 
stand up for the members of our 
community that most need our help. 
Rob gets it. Please join me in sup-
porting him this Nov. 6.

— Alice Lai-Bitker

Beat the 83; 
is it to be?
Editor:

When voters enter the vot-
ing booth on Tuesday to vote on 
Measure D, they should remember 
this slogan, “Beat the 83.” I’ll explain 
in a moment. 

This measure will ensure that no 
recreational facilities — parks, play-
grounds, golf course, swim facilities 
— could ever be sold without a vote of 
the people. Yes, you the people. This 
will put a stop to any future city coun-
cil wanting to sell any of our treasured 
and beloved recreational areas.

As a reminder of the past city 
attempts to sell these parcels, an epi-
sode took place 20 years ago, 1992 to 
be exact. While serving on the city 
council, I became aware of a devel-
oper wanting to purchase 10 acres of 
the, Chuck Corica Golf Complex. At 
the next election, I placed on the bal-
lot Measure C, a proposal to defeat 
this acquisition.

With an astonishing turnout 
of Alameda citizens, the Measure 
passed by an unbelievable 83 per-
cent of votes.

Then, in 2010, another bad penny 
turned up. A developer, with the 
assistance of a devious city manager, 
put forward a proposal to sell 15 
acres of the “Mif” Albright course 
and build 125 homes on the site. This 
created such an uproar throughout 
the city with marches on city hall 
that protests by thousands of citi-
zens forced the council to abandon 
this plan.

As a result of this, a group of 
more than 100 outstanding dedicat-
ed, determined and loyal support-
ers called “Protect Our Parks” was 
formed. For six tireless months, the 
group walked the neighborhoods, 
made signs and phone calls, held 
fundraisers to gather 6,400 signatures 
to qualify for another ballot measure.

In an amazing show of support, 
these outstanding volunteers gar-
nered an astronomical and unheard 
of 10,000 signatures for Measure D.

Now, the rest is up to you! Protect 
this most precious gift that past 
leaders and visionaries have given 
us. We owe it to ourselves, our chil-
dren, grand-children, and genera-
tions to come. Practically a lifelong 
Alamedan, I know one thing is cer-

tain, “Alamedans love their recre-
ation facilities and will not tolerate 
any tomfoolery.” 

I now respectfully ask you to vote 
strongly in favor of Measure D, and 
“Let’s Beat the 83!”

— Lil Arnerich
Former recreation supervisor 

and city councilman

Meeting the test
Editor: 

Mike Robles-Wong and Ron 
Mooney have a track record of 
proven leadership that makes them 
excellent candidates for the Alameda 
school board.

Robles-Wong chaired the suc-
cessful campaign for Measure A, 
the ballot measure last year that 
prevented deep budget cuts to our 
local schools. He and his family have 
played a direct, personal role in 
advocating for improved investment 
in public schools on a statewide 
basis. Robles-Wong brings the per-
spective of a parent and community 
leader whose children have attended 
both district and charter schools, on 
both the West End and East End, and 
he also brings a collaborative style 
that emphasizes dialogue.

Mooney, serving as president of 
the school board, played a crucial 
role in developing the structure of 
Measure A to address the many dif-
ferent perspectives voiced by the 
community. 

He provided strong, steady lead-
ership during a challenging period in 
which the school district had to plan 
for two distinct paths, re-investment 
or dramatic disinvestment. Mooney, 
also a district parent, is a respectful 
listener who works to forge con-
sensus while keeping the quality of 
education for Alameda’s students 
uppermost in mind.

We need school board members 
who are thoughtful, deliberative, rea-
sonable, and committed to acting in 
the best interests of students. 

Robles-Wong and Mooney have 
demonstrated that they meet the 
test.

— Brad Hayward

Only Spencer 
has my vote
Editor:

Alameda High School (AHS) is 
a shell of its once proud self. Over 
the course of the past three years 
the Alameda Unified School District 
(AUSD) Superintendent Kirsten Vital 
and her cronies — including the cur-
rent AHS principal Kelly Lara has dis-

mantled and unleashed a shameful 
witch hunt to rid the school of some 
of the best counselors, teachers and 
administrative staff that once proud-
ly taught, offered guidance and were 
there for our children.

I only have knowledge of the 
current despicable behavior at AHS 
being perpetrated by Lara but, each 
and every one of our once proud 
schools is suffering. My daughter 
graduated from AHS with Mike 
Janvier guiding AHS. It was a testa-
ment to a spirit of cooperation and 
a true partnership among teachers, 
students and staff.

The only thing the current prin-
cipal is focused on is dismissing as 
many of the finest veteran teachers 
she can. She has a terrific success 
rate. She has managed to silence any-
one who speaks out through system-
atic disciplinarian measures. Making 
up and concocting ridiculous and 
false accusations and slowly easing 
them out. All one has to do is look at 
all the teachers and staff that have 
left either because they were forced 
out of because they found work out-
side this district. 

The most recent false accusation 
against another teacher has finally 
forced my hand. He was one of the 
most soft spoken wonderful human 
beings; a gentle giant and respected 
by his students and teachers alike. 
Another witch hunt and another fine 
teacher out; how many more wait in 
the wings. Teachers reduced to part 
time statues etc. Walk the halls at 
AHS and you can hear a pin drop, the 
silence is deafening.

Lara has managed to slash almost 
all the vocational and elective class-
es since her tenure. Go take a look 
at the half-full advanced placement 
(AP) classes! Then take a look at 
the three or four vocational classes 
left. What happened to “Careers with 
Children,” auto shop, green construc-
tion? The list is endless. Lara showed 
the door to the woodshop teacher 
just a few weeks into the new school 
year. This left some 80 students to 
jam into the already overcrowded 
elective classes. Supposedly she is 
unable to find a replacement teacher 
who is credentialed for woodshop. 
She is too busy focusing on the 
business of teacher discipline and 
dismissal.

I am a very concerned parent who 
has never written a letter or spoken 
out before. Thankfully my child is 
almost finished. For those left behind 
I can’t help but be sad. The truth is 
very powerful and eventually change 
will occur. Thankfully there is an 
election soon. 

More Letters to the Editor on the Election

Lets’ get back 
on track
Editor:

Alameda is in the middle of an 
important school board race. When 
hard times come to a school dis-
trict communities rely on their 
school boards to get things back 
on track. Alameda is facing hard 
times and classroom teachers are 
under attack. Classrooms and entire 
schools are becoming more crowd-
ed, teacher salaries are inadequate 
for healthcare or even food, we cre-
ate lessons, tutor students, coach 
teams, create clubs, collaborate with 
colleagues, and improve the climate 
and culture of our schools by dedi-
cating countless hours beyond our 
already long days. In spite of doing 
work we love we are experiencing the 
lowest teacher morale in Alameda’s 
history. We need you to vote for 
Trish Spencer, Barbara Kahn and Jon 
Murphy for school board.

Coalitions of wealthy private 
interests, political parties and even 
local individuals who profess sup-
port for teachers are hurting us and 
the students we serve. The current 
school board (with the exception of 
Trish Spencer) has painted a picture 
of Alameda’s teachers as greedy, self-
serving, and antagonistic to the inter-
ests of the students we serve. Can a 
teacher who pays 25 percent of his 
or her meager salary out of pocket 
for health care be called greedy? We 
have teachers who qualify for food 
stamps. Teachers stay in this dis-
trict because we love the students, 
and we feel loyalty to this commu-
nity. People so dedicated to their 
students and their craft do not waste 
time needlessly hounding the board; 
however, we also will not allow our-
selves to be abused and bullied. 

 In ordinary circumstances a dis-
trict’s school board would take up 
the cause of improving conditions 
within a district. The current board 
has not done so; instead they have 
repeatedly exhibited contempt for 
our teachers. 

We, and other working families, 
support school candidates Trish 
Spencer, Barbara Kahn and Jon 
Murphy. This slate of candidates is 
the best chance we have to create 
a responsible school board that will 
end this thoughtless obedience to 
the superintendent and return atten-
tive concern for our students and 
community.

Please show your support for 
our kids, your appreciation for our 
working families, and your optimism 

for our future by voting for Murphy, 
Kahn and Spencer on Nov. 5

— Gray Harris, President
Alameda Education Association

School board’s $3.3 
million boondoggle
Editor:

On July 27 the Alameda Unified 
School District (AUSD) board of 
trustees met in a special meeting to 
approve a $3.3 million, six-year lease 
for their new district administrative 
office. This meeting took place on a 
Friday night in the middle of sum-
mer when the board is generally at 
recess and people are on vacation. 
The meeting also took place at the 
Alameda High School cafeteria where 
it couldn’t be televised via cable 
channel 15. 

At this meeting Superintendent 
Kirsten Vital said that her staff had 
carefully evaluated all location 
options for the new offices. The three 
options evaluated by the district’s 
Staff were various school district 
properties, Alameda Point and pri-
vate commercial properties. It is the 
Alameda Point evaluation that I want 
to discuss in more detail. 

The city had been given the right 
by the Navy to lease properties that 
they consider to be safe prior to the 
complete transfer of the former base 
to the city. The so-called careful 
evaluation of Alameda Point con-
sisted of a phone call to the Alameda 
Point leasing agent and a tour of City 
Hall West (recently remodeled by 
the city and currently housing city 
employees). On the tour were three 
AUSD representatives, including a 
local Realtor, who never revealed 
that the school district was a cli-
ent. Apparently a discussion took 
place, but there is no documentation 
indicating the nature of what was 
covered on the tour. 

Nothing in writing was ever done 
and no follow up was ever made 
by the district. In other words, no 
real negotiation with the city was 
ever made. The only notation school 
district staff presented in their final 
evaluation of Alameda Point (based 
largely on the one phone call and 
brief tour of the properties) was: 
“Significant work needed, $200,000-
300,000 needed just to get them 
habitable; not seismically retrofitted; 
initial rates higher than other newer 
properties on the Island.”

Besides having a majority of 
school board members who didn’t 
fully analyze and question the lease 
proposal, we may also have an ethi-
cal concern with this matter. The 
person handling this search for a 

new district office was not a district 
employee, but a private Realtor who 
possibly stood to benefit financially 
by steering the district toward leas-
ing private commercial property. It 
appears that is what happened.

At the lease approval meeting, 
school board president Margie 
Sherratt and trustee Trish Spencer 
voted “no,” based on their beliefs 
that inadequate research had been 
done. Trustees Mike McMahon, 
Ron Mooney and Niel Tam voted to 
approve the lease as presented by 
the district staff.

Alamedans must vote for two new 
school board trustees to help form 
a majority that will insist on meet-
ings when and where the public can 
attend; will demand that all pertinent 
information be presented and delib-
erated; and will not be a “rubber 
stamp” for the administration. It is 
time for Mooney and Tam to leave! 

— Virginia Bergstrom

Yes on 30, no on Spencer
Editor:

If you really want to put stu-
dents first, then vote yes on Prop 
30 but do not re-elect Trish Spencer. 
My husband and I work in public 
education and have firsthand experi-
ence of increased teacher workloads, 
decreased state funding, and admin-
istrative burdens on the backs of 
underpaid staff. State voters must 
take a step toward saving our educa-
tion system and pass Proposition 30. 
On the local front, if you want to make 
a difference, but have not attended a 
school board meeting recently, ask 
someone who has before deciding on 
the candidates. 

My own experience at school 
board meetings convinced me how 
important it is to see school board 
members in action before voting 
them in or out of office. Specifically, 
I knew Trish Spencer would never 
have my vote again. While she does 
ask questions — a lot of them — and 
many of them distractingly circuitous 
and attention seeking, it is her votes 
that speak clearly. 

Her discordant approach applies 
to almost every issue, but most nota-
bly her no votes identify opposition 
to critical efforts designed to support 
our students: Measure E, Lesson 9, 
and the school district’s Master Plan. 
Especially distressing is her platform 
that paints her as an anti-bullying 
proponent, which is a manipulation of 
her record of voting and statements 
from the past four years. 

October is National Anti-Bullying 
Awareness Month. I participate with 
my actions; I engage with my chil-
dren, colleagues, and neighbors, I 

defend my students, and I vote “no” 
on Spencer.

— Marianne Bartholomew-Couts

Hats off to Spencer
Editor:

I am writing today to commend 
incumbent school board member 
Trish Spencer. I am part of a group of 
concerned parents working to bring 
after-school care for special needs 
children to Alameda. While after-
school care is available to the rest 
of the students in our district, it has 
been woefully absent for our chil-
dren, who ride the bus 45 to 90 min-
utes to sites in Berkeley or Oakland 
that support our children. 

This program is called Ala Costa, 
and because of the commitment of 
our parents and the support of some 
key members of our community, it 
is now coming to Alameda. Trish 
Spencer reached out to us when we 
were starting to lose our steam. She 
listened to us speak at two different 
board meetings. At the first one she 
pushed to make sure we became part 
of the agenda. 

After the second meeting she con-
tacted us to see how she could help 
to support us, and met with us mul-
tiple times to help us brainstorm and 
increase our connections with people 
in the community who would support 
our cause. While much of the recep-
tion we got at those initial board meet-
ings was lukewarm, it was evident 
from the get-go that Trish truly was 
there for the good of the children. 

Trish Spencer is not on the school 
board to win any popularity contests, 
she is there to do what she believes is 
best for children — for all our children. 
I have observed that she is outspoken 
and not afraid to stand out alone from 
the rest if it means she succeeds in 
being a voice for our students. Trish is 
truly a person willing to put kids first-
which is just as it should be. 

— Jackie Jackson Daley

Wrong and harmful
Editor:

In response to the commentary, 
“Actions Often Speak Louder than 
Beliefs,” in your Oct. 25 issue, I take 
issue with the inference that those 
who don’t agree with Lesson 9 in 
its original form are homophobic or 
aligning with anti-gay groups. The 
idea is wrong and extremely hurtful. 

Lesson 9 had many flaws when it 
was first published. I was surprised 
that so much money and time went 
into developing an anti-bullying pro-
gram that focused on a single pro-
tected class. As a black female, I was 
in shock, actually. How did an anti-

bullying curriculum not include race, 
gender, religion, etc? Even today, 
the inclusion of the other protected 
classes is not complete.

Board members have a duty to 
strike down flawed curricula. I am con-
cerned about the actions of the other 
board members who didn’t challenge 
Lesson 9. From the beginning, any 
anti-bullying programs should have 
included all protected classes.

— Cybelle Kelley-Whitley

Vote for reason, 
intelligence 
Editor: 

Alameda is facing significant 
choices for Assembly, city council, 
the board of education, and the 
healthcare district. 

Rob Bonta is best qualified to find 
legislative solutions for Alameda’s 
school-funding deficit and California’s 
governmental quagmires.

Stewart Chen and Marilyn Ezzy 
Ashcraft are the most experienced 
city council choices for Alameda’s 
transportation, land use and environ-
mental future. The Sierra Club liked 
their records.  

Ron Mooney, Niel Tam and Mike 
Robles-Wong will bring reason and 
intelligent analysis to solving Alameda 
Unified School District’s (AUSD) com-
plex problems. Mooney and Tam 
steadfastly supported expanding 
AUSD’s anti-bullying efforts in our 
schools. (As a Franklin School volun-
teer for three years I saw firsthand 
the need for Lesson 9, which helps all 
students.) Mike Robles-Wong always 
brings an intelligent, independent and 
logical perspective to the table. Taking 
on the state of California shows this 
former police officer’s courage and 
determination.

Trustee Trish Spencer repeatedly 
opposed the anti-bullying curriculum 
and aligned herself with conservative 
political groups like S.E.R.V.E. and the 
Pacific Justice Institute, which promot-
ed bigotry under the guise of “family 
values.” I cannot fathom why.

Incumbents Jordan Battani and 
J. Michael McCormick have worked 
hard to take Alameda Hospital in the 
right directions amid a fast-chang-
ing health care environment. They 
deserve your vote. 

Alameda needs more reasoned solu-
tions, not inconsistency or partisanship, 
in this often emotional and overheated 
atmosphere. Vote for Bonta, Chen, Ezzy 
Ashcraft, Mooney, Tam, Robles-Wong, 
Battani and McCormick next Tuesday 
to bring reasoned and intelligent analy-
sis to bear on Alameda’s many complex 
problems.

— Jon Spangler LETTERS: Page E5

Continued from page E5
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