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Welcome to the second annual 
Neptune Beach 

Community Celebration!
This year, the Alameda Chamber of Commerce is proud to continue the tradition it started last year by presenting the second Annual Neptune 

Beach Community celebration.

In 1917, the Strehlow family recreated an existing amusement park into Neptune Beach Amusement Park in the area we now know as Crab Cove. 
The park was described as a place for private picnics, a clubhouse for music concerts, and barbeque pits. Later, pools were added and larger carnival 
rides. Learn more about the “Coney Island of the West” by reading the history of the park inside this tab and attending a walking tour courtesy of 
Alameda Sun publishers and local historians Dennis Evanosky and Eric J. Kos. The tour begins at 11 a.m. at the corner of Webster Street and Taylor 
Avenue. The time has been changed since the tour was announced. The official start time is now 11 a.m. The tour should last about an hour.

This year’s Neptune Beach Community Celebration not only commemorates the history of the great amusement park, it recreates the experience 
for residents today. Come to the corner of Pacific and Webster to ride the full-sized Ferris wheel (on Saturday only). Ride the Giant Slide, and the 
Pony Rides the entire weekend. For those looking for more contemporary amusements, kids of all ages can climb into a plastic bubble and literally 
“Walk on Water.” Crab Cove Visitors Center will bring the mobile nature center to Webster Street so residents can meet some of the animals found 
in the park. You will find plenty of kid friendly activities at the Neptune Beach Community Celebration.

There will also be a number of special features to enjoy. Drop by the Alameda Municipal Power booth to learn about renewable energy. If you 
sign up for the Alameda Green program, you will receive a free pass to one of the amusements, or you can drop by the TransPacific National Bank 
parking lot (Webster at Santa Clara) and spin the wheel of fortune for a free ride on one of the amusements. 

Music concerts were an important part of Neptune Beach, and this year’s celebration is no different. Drop by the main stage located at the corner 
of Central and Webster to hear some great music by a number of Alameda-based bands including this year’s Battle of the Bands winner — Soulstice. 
They will be playing "Steppin’ Reggae Beats." Check out the band schedule in this program or at www.neptunebeachcc.com. 

One of the missions of the Alameda Chamber of Commerce is to promote local businesses, and this event is an ideal showcase of local businesses, 
ranging from contemporary Peruvian food from Chicha on Webster Street to the traditional Mexican food from Otaez Mexican Restaurant and Calafia 
Taqueria. Additionally, Webster Street will lined with booths featuring arts and crafts, local businesses and non-profit organizations. Come down and 
support Alameda’s local craft and business community.  

For a complete list of features and activities at this year’s celebration, go to www.neptunebeachcc.com or check out our Facebook page.

Enjoy your day at Neptune Beach,

Mark Sorensen     Jeff Cambra
Executive Director     President
Alameda Chamber of Commerce    Festival Productions
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AMP powered Neptune Beach at the height 
of its resort days in the early 1900s, Alameda 
Naval Air Station during World War II and is 
proud to support the Neptune Beach festival 
this weekend.

Postcards from 
the Bay’s Edge

Sun Staff Reports
Not unlike the text messages of their day, 

post cards were a huge part of early 20th-
century life. The post card at left, mailed in 
1917, the year Neptune Beach opened, was 
used not only communicate the personal 
message on the back, but to promote the 
newly opened park itself. 

To see many other historic post cards 
from Alameda promoting everything from its 
churches to its tree-lined boulevards, visit 
www.alamedainfo.com.

AMP: History

Courtesy AMP
A line crew for Alameda’s Bureau of 
Electricity works on a power pole dur-
ing the early 1900s.
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Dennis Evanosky
Neptune Beach opened in 1917 on prop-

erty once occupied by Long Branch Baths 
and Neptune Gardens. 

Robert C. Strehlow Sr. and his partners 
August Freese and Pete Peterson joined 
forces to build the resort. The trio had been 
involved in building San Francisco’s 1915 
Pan-Pacific International Exposition. When 
the expo came to an end, they decided to 
create a park across San Francisco Bay in 
Alameda. 

The exposition that took place on 
today’s Marina Green had its closing cer-
emonies on Dec. 4, 1915. Stehlow, Freese 
and Peterson wasted little time getting their 
Alameda project underway. They went right 
to work transforming Neptune Gardens into 
New Surf Beach. 

“The transformation of old Neptune’s 
Gardens in Alameda from an old-fashioned 
bathing and amusement park to a miniature 
Coney Island has wiped out all traces of 
the last amusement rendezvous of early 
California,” the Oakland Tribune reported 
on Feb. 12, 1916. “Work is progressing rap-
idly.” The partners transported the Scenic 
Railway, the roller coaster from the now-
closed Pan Pacific Exposition, to Alameda 
on a barge. They reconstructed the railway 
near the site of today’s Foster Freeze on 
Central Avenue. 

“The layout of this roller coaster was 
significantly changed during the move from 
the expo to Neptune Beach,” researchers 
at the Roller Coaster DataBase (www.rcdb.
com) state. “At the expo, it had and overall 
L- shaped footprint, at Neptune Beach the 
layout was straight with a turnaround made 
up of three helixes.”

“New Surf Beach” opened on May 7, 
1916, with only the Scenic Railway in opera-
tion. The new resort had a problem, how-
ever. Alameda already had a resort called 
Surf Beach. In January 1917, perhaps under 
pressure from the owners of the original 
Surf Beach, New Surf Beach underwent a 
name change. 

According to the Tribune this was done 
“to avoid confusion with the first Surf 
Beach, with which it has no connection.  

The Story of Neptune Beach

The big new beach resort has adopted the 
name of Neptune Beach.”

On March 31, 1917, Neptune Beach 
opened its doors. A tall Moorish-style tower 
welcomed visitors. For just 10 cents they 
could enjoy, among other treats, swimming 
pools, a dance hall and a merry-go-round. 

Neptune Beach built on a tradition of 
bathing resorts on Alameda’s southern 
shore that date back to the 1870s. Other 
facilities for bathing included Sunny Cove 
Baths, Terrace Baths and Cottage Baths that 

survived into the 1950s. 
The earlier locations predated Alameda’s 

police department, and Alameda’s board 
of trustees would hire temporary weekend 
security forces to manage the large crowds 
that gathered at these resorts located for 
the most part, west of Webster Street.

Thanks to Contra Costa County historian 
Nilda Rego for her research on New Surf 
Beach. 

Contact Dennis Evanosky at editor@
alamedasun.com.

File photo
The earliest known photograph of Neptune Beach dating from the 
1920s was taken from a biplane. In its first iteration as New Surf 
Beach, the resort offered just a scenic railway ride, visible here on the 
photographer’s left.


