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Grass roots effort assembles 
helpful kits for kids.
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Learn more about the three 
small towns that comprised 
Alameda’s Main Island from 

1852 to 1872. 

Gingerbread architects 
continue tradition.
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2020: A Difficult 
Year in Review

Sewage Spill Plagues 
Bay Farm Lagoon

In January 
2020, locals 
were excited 
about the 
appearance 
of “Project Ice 
Cream” a.k.a. 
The Matrix 4 
film crews in 
Alameda. The 
film, expected 
to release in 
2021, stars 
Keanu Reeves, 
also seen in 
town, appro-
priately getting 
himself some 
ice cream.

File photos

On Jan. 9, approximately 60 Alamedans gathered downtown to express opposition 
to any U.S. escalation of hostilities toward Iran after missile strikes transpired on 
each side. The anti-war vigil was one of more than 350 held nationwide.

In early February, buildings began coming down at 
Alameda Marina. Demolition of structures north of 
Clement Avenue that once housed long-standing mari-
time-related businesses continued throughout the year. 
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Dennis Evanosky

East Bay Municipal Utilities District posted this 
“No Swimming” sign after 97,000 gallons of raw 
sewage seeped into a lagoon off Robert Davey Jr. 
Drive just south of Purcell Drive on Dec. 16. 

Dennis Evanosky 
Residents living on local 

waterways have experienced 
two wastewater spills in the 
last four months. 

An unexpected power out-
age last Aug. 15, led to an equip-
ment failure at the East Bay 
Municipal Utilities District’s 
(EBMUD) wastewater plant in 
Oakland. 

This resulted in a sewer 
back-up and the release of 
50,000 gallons of raw and par-
tially treated wastewater into 
the Oakland Estuary. 

The second, more recent 
electrical failure at the plant 
involved almost twice as much 
wastewater, some 97,000 gal-
lons, spilling into a much small-
er body of water — a lagoon on 
Bay Farm Island. 

At 7 p.m., Wednesday, Dec.  
16, EBMUD reported that this 
new electrical failure caused 
raw sewage to spill into the 
lagoon near Robert Davey Jr. 
Drive, just south of Purcell 
Drive on Bay Farm Island. 

This failure is not related in 
any way to service provided by 
Alameda Municipal Power.

Bacteria concentrations 
in the lagoon exceeded state 
health standards, EBMUD stat-
ed in an advisory posted on its 
website. 

“Do not engage in any rec-
reational water contact in the 

Second EBMUD electrical failure in 
four months spills 97,000 gallons 

Google Earth

An EBMUD electrical failure caused raw sewage 
to seep into the lagoon pictured above. This small 
body of water is located south of the Harbor Bay 
Club along Purcell Drive. An EBMUD electrical fail-
ure prevented the sewage from flowing through city 
pipes and on to the treatment plant in Oakland. 

lagoon until this advisory is 
removed,” EBMUD advised. 

The utility district sampled 
the water over a 10-day period 
for enterococcus bacteria and, 
on Dec. 26, declared the waters 
in the lagoon safe.

According to the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) these bacteria 
indicate presence of fecal mate-
rial in water “and, therefore, of 
the possible presence of disease-
causing bacteria, viruses and 
protozoa.”  

EPA warns that these patho-
gens can sicken swimmers and 
others who enter the water for 
recreation or to eat raw shellfish 
or fish.”

“Two large sewage spills 
resulting from power outages 
and backup generator failures in 
a matter of months can no longer 
be excused as an accident,” Sejal 
Choksi-Chugh, executive direc-
tor of San Francisco Baykeeper, 
told KQED’s Ted Goldberg, 
who first reported the spill. 
Baykeeper has pushed EBMUD 
for years to do more to prevent 
wastewater spills. 

When all works well, sew-
age flows through city pipes 
that empty into the EBMUD 
collection system. That system 
then delivers the wastewater 
to the treatment plant at the 
base of the Bay Bridge where it 
is treated.

Ekene Ikeme
The year 2020 will be remem-

bered as one of the most challeng-
ing in Alameda and world history. 
Events that gripped the nation also 
had a lasting impact on the Island 
City as well. From the COVID-19 
pandemic to protests of systemic 
racism, 2020 will be remembered as 
a unique year.

Here’s a look back at 2020 
through the pages of the Alameda 
Sun.

January
Alameda began the year by hon-

oring local icon Jim Sweeney at 
his 90th birthday celebration at 
First Congregational Church on Jan. 
5. He and his wife Jean enabled 
the City of Alameda to obtain the 
40-acre Beltline Railroad property 
at its original 1925 purchase price, 
a small fraction of its current value. 
The city rezoned the property to 
open space and built a park named 
after Jean, who died in 2011.

More than 100 Alamedans par-
ticipated locally in a nationwide 
Women’s March on Jan. 18 to send a 
“resounding message that we reject 
President Donald Trump,” accord-
ing to protest organizer Felicia 
Roche, an Alameda resident. The 
nationwide march followed in the 
pattern of the Women’s March held 
in 2017. The women gathered in the 
Safeway parking lot on Bay Farm 
Island, marched down Island Drive, 
continued across the Bay Farm 
Island Bridge and ended at South 
Shore Center. 

Former U.S. Rep. Fortney “Pete” 
Stark Jr. died on Jan. 24. Stark served 
in the House of Representatives 
for 40 years, from 1973 to 2013. 
During his last 20 years in Congress, 
Stark represented California’s 13th 
Congressional District, which 
included Alameda. Redistricting, 
which began in 2011, redrew Stark’s 
District as the 15th District. Stark 
entered Congress in 1973. He was 
an advocate for healthcare for all 
citizens. Among his many feats, 
he helped pen President Barack 
Obama’s Affordable Care Act. 

The first homicide of the year 
occurred on Jan. 31 when Justin 
John Benton drove off the road-
way at the intersection of Ralph 
Appezzato Memorial Parkway 

and Coral Sea Street and struck a 
woman. First responders arrived at 
the scene to attempt life-saving pro-
cedures, but the injuries sustained 
proved fatal. Benton was arrested 
at the scene by Alameda Police 
Department (APD) officers and 
booked into Santa Rita County Jail 
in Dublin, where he remains today, 
on gross vehicular manslaughter 
charges. He was also charged with 
possession of narcotics, driving 
while under the influence of narcot-
ics, reckless driving and more. 

February
Lincoln Elementary fifth grader 

Callista Frederick won the 2020 
Alameda Spelling Bee on Feb. 1 at 
Otis Elementary School. Roughly 45 
students from more than a dozen 
schools participated in the com-
petition, which included a written 
test followed by an oral spelling 
competition.

The city experienced its sec-
ond collision-caused death on 
Feb. 11 at the intersection of at 
Encinal Avenue and Walnut Street. 
Alameda Fire Department (AFD) 
firefighters and paramedics and 

APD officials discovered that an 
automobile had struck a 60-year-
old pedestrian. Paramedics trans-
ported the victim to the hospital, 
where she later succumbed to 
her injuries. The incident caused 
Alamedans to hold a town hall to 
discuss how to improve pedestri-
an-vehicle traffic.

At its Feb. 18 meeting, the City 
Council approved a plan that would 
convert the northwest section of 
Alameda Point into a regional shore-
line park. The future park will be 
operated by the East Bay Regional 
Park District.

The St. Joseph Notre Dame 
(SJND) women’s basketball team 
were crowned the inaugural North 
Coast Section (NCS) Open Division 
champions after defeating Cardinal 
Newman of Santa Rosa, 67-58, on 
Feb. 28. Then sophomore Randi 
Harding came off the Pilots’ bench 
to lead all scorers with 18 points.

March
On March 1, a large group of 

Alameda residents and city officials 


