
AlamedaAlameda  SunSun
Vol. 20  No. 14 • December 24, 2020The Official Newspaper of the City of Alameda

HAPPYHAPPY

EGG NOG DAYEGG NOG DAY

Alameda Sun 
is a publication of  

Stellar Media Group, Inc. 
3215J Encinal Ave. 
Alameda, CA 94501

Locally Owned,  
Community Oriented

News: (510) 263-1470
Ads: (510) 263-1471
Fax: (510) 263-1473

Visit us Online at 
www.                      .com

Like or Friend us
on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter 
at Alameda_Sun

Alameda Sun 
Almanac

Date Rise Set
Today 7:22 16:55
Dec. 25 7:23 16:56
Dec. 26 7:23 16:56
Dec. 27 7:23 16:57
Dec. 28 7:24 16:58
Dec. 29 7:24 16:58
Dec. 30 7:24 16:59

Betty YoungBetty Young

Betcha can’t solve just one. 
Enjoy your weekly puzzles.

PUZZLES 
Crossword, etc.     Page 9

HISTORY PAGE 
Eatery history     Page 10

Oakland Tribune (Oakland, California) ·  22 Sep 1940, Sun ·  Page 13

Downloaded on Dec 21, 2020

New Waf f l e  Sh opNew Waf f l e  Sh op

Clipped By:

naparish

Sat, Jul 18, 2020

Copyright © 2020 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

Alameda mainstay once had 
location in Oakland. 
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Alamedans weigh in on various 
topics again this week.
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Jeannie Rodriguez

Homeowners on Christmas Tree Lane (Thompson Avenue between High Street and 
Fernside Boulevard) didn’t disappoint again this year. For a series of photos from 
the street, turn to page 3.

Happy Holidays 
to Our Readers

Eric J. Kos  
& Dennis Evanosky

Well ladies and gentlemen, 
we’ve almost made it. Perhaps 
the worst year in anyone’s mem-
ory is heading for the history 
books just as fast as it can. With 
the arrival of 2021 we can look 
forward to reversing the damage 
2020 did to our nation’s health 
and economy.

The Alameda Sun staff wishes 
you and your family all the best 
during the holiday season. To 
all denominations, religions and 
cults of personality, we wish a 
very Merry Christmas, Happy 
Hanukkah, Happy Ramadan and 
Kwanzaa and any other celebra-
tion you’re taking part in during 
winter. 

Most universally, we cel-
ebrate the coming new year 
which brings with it the promise 

of everything and anything new. 
While we aren’t assuming noth-
ing negative will happen, a new 
year is a chance to reset, rethink 
and renew your commitment to 
being a good person.

Let’s take this year and 
approach it with the idea that 
we’re going to do it differently in 
2021. We’re going to be friendly. 
We’re going to try and see the 
positive side of ideas we don’t 
agree with. We’re going to realize 
we share this great nation with 
people who are completely dif-
ferent than us and that’s OK.

The Christmas Spirit is the 
Spirit of Giving, and so we ask 
that we all give a little more 
understanding this year; a little 
more caring this year; a little 
more patience this year and a lit-
tle more kindness to one another. 
Happy Holidays, Alameda!

Former News Publisher Cliff Benson Expires
Clifford Anthony Roland 

Benson, 87, of Fairfield, passed 
away peacefully on Nov. 25, 
2020. As he left this world, Cliff 
was surrounded by those who 
loved him. 

Cliff was born on Sept. 2, 
1933 in Gloucester, Mass., to 
Harold and Helen Benson. He 
proudly served our country in 
the United States Air Force and 
when he returned to his home-
town, he married Hope Worden 
and had a daughter, Heidi 
Benson. Over time, Cliff devel-
oped a passion for the newspa-

per industry and began working 
in the classified and advertising 
sections of The Patriot Ledger, 
The Alameda Times-Star, The 
Boston Globe, and the Gloucester 
Daily Times. 

He relocated to the West 
Coast and spent many years 
in the Bay Area working at the 
Times-Star and the Alameda 
Journal. With dedication, Cliff 
worked his way up through the 
ranks and retired as the news-
paper’s Publisher.

On Nov. 7, 1976, Cliff Benson 
wed Kathleen Sherman and 

they spent 44 wonderful years 
as man and wife. Together 
they enjoyed traveling, playing 
bingo, and enjoying life. 

Cliff was proud of his 
Swedish ancestry, loved coun-
try western music, and Irish 
folk music. 

He collected comic books, 
personalized stamps and 
enjoyed working on his cross-
word puzzles. Each time some-
one parted company with Cliff, 
he would always tell them with 
love, “Drive safe.” He never lost 

“I was a highway-
man, along the coach 
roads I did ride, with 
a sword and pistol 
by my side.”

— Lyrics by Jimmy 
Webb, The Highwaymenb LOCAL: Page 8

Business 
Leaders Pass

Photos courtesy the Pucci family (right); 
the Benson family (below))

Sun Staff Reports
The City of Alameda updated 

residents about the city and coun-
ty’s current intensive care unit 
(ICU) bed availability and stay-at-
home order.

The stay-at-home order in the 
Bay Area will stay in effect until at 
least Jan. 7, 2021, according to a 
City of Alameda press release.

All nine Bay Area counties 
enacted its stay-at-home orders 
after the Bay Area ICU system’s bed 
availability dropped to 13.1 per-
cent on Dec. 16. The stay-at-home 
order mandates it remains in effect 
for at least three weeks after the 
start date. There is a strong pos-
sibility the order will be extended 
if the ICU bed availability does not 
exceed 15 percent.

The easing of the restrictions 
will also depend on local disease 
conditions. Health officials will 
begin assessing ICU availability and 
COVID-19 case rates on a weekly 
basis after the initial three-week 
period.

Late last month, Governor 
Gavin Newsom introduced the new 
stay-at-home order for California 
regions where the ICU bed availabil-
ity falls below 15 percent. However, 
several Bay Area counties, includ-

ing Alameda County, announced 
it would not wait until bed avail-
ability fell below Newsom’s thresh-
old and announced stay-at-home 
orders earlier this month. Alameda 
County’s stay-at-home order began 
on Dec. 7; while Contra Costa, San 
Francisco and Santa Clara began 
a day earlier. Marin County began 
its stay-at-home order on Dec. 8. 
The entire state of California went 
under a stay-at-home order on Dec. 
16. 

Under the stay-at-home order, 
private gatherings of any size are 
prohibited, restaurants are only 
open for takeout, non-essential 
operations except for critical infra-
structure, retail stores must drop 
capacity to just 20 percent and 
masks are required at all times.  

The week ending Dec. 12 was 
the worst week of the pandemic 
in the county, according to the 
Alameda County Public Health 
Department. More than 5000 new 
COVID-19 cases were reported, 
including more than 1000 cases 
reported on Dec. 11 and 12. The 
number of people hospitalized with 
COVID-19 and in ICU are five times 
higher than one month ago and 
increasing daily.  

Local Deaths

Maurice Ramirez Photography

Unprecedented Need
Sun Staff Reports

Alameda photographer Maurice Ramirez captured the line of cars approach-
ing Alameda Food Bank station at Alameda Point on its last day open before 
Christmas. The need this holiday season is beyond what anyone could have 

expected. Donors have become recipients in need as jobs have been vanishing 
steadily since March. “I was furloughed this year so I thought I could help out,” 
said food bank volunteer Meghan Brown. “The line was out the gate entrance and 
around the corner. This was the biggest I’ve seen it.”

Annual Pipeathon Goes Virtual

COVID-19 Update

b COVID: Page 5

The city of Alameda mourns 
the passing of two men who 

contributed greatly to the fabric 
that makes up the city’s business 
community. Cliff Benson (below) 
worked for the Alameda Times-

Star and was the publisher of the 
Alameda Journal. Stephen Pucci, 

pictured with his wife, Ginger 
(right) successfully carried on the 
family’s seafood business. Read 

the obituary of the man affection-
ately known as the “Cod Father” 

on page 8.  

Sun Staff Reports
Alameda’s traditional New Year’s 

Eve Pipeathon is taking a different 
tack this year due to the ravages of 
the pandemic in what has been a 
devastating year. 

“Sadly this year we won’t be able 
to perform the Annual Pipeathon in 
public as usual,” said Andy McKay, 
pictured here performing at last 
year’s event. “The need to raise 
funds for the fight against cancer 
is even more important this year, 
so we’re doing a kind of ‘virtual’ 
Pipeathon experience with a video 
of some tunes that you will be able 
to see soon online at hogmabay.
org,” 

This year the Pipeathon is 
dedicated in memory of McKay’s 
wonderful brother-in-law, Sylvester 
“Silly” Morgan, who sadly lost his 
brave battle with cancer in January 
2020 in the UK.  

McKay — who for the last six 
years has been piping in the New 
Year in every bar in Alameda in aid 
of American Cancer Society — asks 

that Alameda Sun readers give what 
they can afford to American Cancer 
Society at hogmabay.org.  

“The Pipeathon will be back big-
ger and better than ever next year,” 
McKay said. 

And you’d better believe it. 

Courtesy photo
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