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Sun Staff Reports
Alameda County Registrar of 

Voters Tim Dupuis certifed the bal-
lots for the Tuesday, Nov. 3, elec-
tion. Unlike preliminary election 
results, certified election results 
are final and have been verified by 
Dupuis’ office. 

According to Ballotopedia, once 
election results are certified, the 
effects — either the approval or 
rejection of candidates or measures 
— can take place.

City Council 
n Malia Vella (Incumbent), 

16,022,  22.63%
n   Trish Spencer, 14,253 votes, 

20.13%
n  Amos J. White, 14,187 votes,  

20.04 %
n  Jim Oddie, 13,161 votes, 

18.59%
n Gig Codiga, 12,942  votes, 

8.28%
n Write-in, 231 votes, 0.33%

City Auditor
n Kevin Kearney (Incumbent),  

29,545 votes, 98.87 %
n  Write-in, 338 votes, 1.13 %

City Treasurer
n Kevin Kennedy (Incumbent) 

30,849 votes, 98.50%

Gold Rush Hotelier Later Called Island City Home
G. Rogers/Wikipedia

When he arrived in California in 1849, 
Alameda pioneeer Alonzo Green first went 

to the gold fields around Sonora. Green 
served as Sonora’s mayor in 1852. He and 

James Lane built The City Hotel, pictured 
on the right, about that time. Constructed 
of slate, adobe and red brick, it is one of 
the oldest buildings in Sonora. Green and 
Lane’s creation still stands and has earned 

a listing on the National Register of Historic 
Places for Tuolumne County. Read more 

about Green on page 6. 

County Shelter-in-Place 
Order in Effect Again

Sun Staff Reports
As of 12:01 a.m. Monday, Dec. 7, 

a new Shelter-in-Place Order went 
into effect in Alameda County to 
slow the spread of COVID-19. Under 
the new health order:

• Retail (other than grocery) is 
permitted at 20% capacity.

• Grocery stores are permitted 
at 35% capacity (as per new guid-
ance issued by the state).

• Restaurants can open for take-
out, delivery or pick-up only.

• Offices are open only for criti-
cal infrastructure sectors where 
remote working is not possible. 

A list of businesses that may 
remain open is available at https://
covid-19.acgov.org along with the 
full text of the order.

Other notable changes include:
• Outdoor recreational facili-

ties: Allow outdoor operation only 
without any food, drink or alcohol 
sales. Overnight stays at camp-
grounds are not permitted.

• Retail: Allow indoor opera-
tion at 20% capacity with entrance 
metering and no eating or drinking 
in the stores. Special hours should 
be instituted for seniors and others 
with chronic conditions or compro-
mised immune systems. 

• Shopping centers: Allow indoor 
operation at 20% capacity with 
entrance metering and no eating or 
drinking in the stores. Special hours 
should be instituted for seniors and 
others with chronic conditions or 
compromised immune systems.

• Hotels and lodging: Allow to 
open for critical infrastructure sup-
port only.

• Restaurants: Allow only for 
take-out, pick-up or delivery.

• Offices: Allow remote only 
except for critical infrastructure 
sectors where remote working is 
not possible. 

• Places of worship and politi-
cal expression: Allow outdoor ser-
vices only.

• Entertainment production 
including professional sports: 
Allow operation without live audi-
ences. Additionally, testing pro-
tocol and “bubbles” are highly 
encouraged.

Help keep Alameda updated
Local businesses with operation-

al changed due to the new Shelter 
in Place order issued by Alameda 
County may update a free business 
listing on the city’s website “What’s 
Open Alameda?” so customers can 
stay up to date. The City of Alameda 
plans to promote the site: www.
alamedaca.gov/ALERTS-COVID-19/
Whats-Open-Alameda heavily dur-
ing the holiday season.

The city asks business owners to:
• Visit & Verify: Visit What’s 

Open Alameda to make sure your 
business is listed and that the infor-
mation is up to date.

• Add & Edit: If your business is 
not listed, or if the listing needs to 
be updated, you can do so right in 
the directory. To add a listing, click 
on the “+List my Business” button in 
the upper right hand corner of the 
directory. To edit an existing listing, 
navigate to the current listing, and 
click the “Edit” button in the upper 
right hand corner of the listing.

• Add an email address: Make 
sure to add a working email address 
to your listing. This will ensure you 
get all future notifications about 
the directory.

• Update regularly! Update 
your business information regular-
ly to reflect any changes to hours 
or operations. 

Email econdev@alamedaca.gov 
with any questions about the direc-
tory.

Courtesy Alameda County

The county’s data as of Tuesday, Dec. 8, showed 
Alameda’s zip codes in decent shape compared to 
other places in the county. Please stay vigilant.

Alameda County Data Sharing Initiative at https://data.acgov.org

The City of Alameda shared this data as of Dec. 4 
showing COVID-19 case by age group within the city. 
The public may sort and study data from the county at 
https://data.acgov.org.

Failure of Measure Z Doesn’t 
Stop Multifamily Housing 

Ekene Ikeme 
Measure Z, the ordinance that 

would have eliminated prohibi-
tions against multifamily develop-
ments in Alameda, has officially 
been voted down, according to 
the certified Alameda County 
election results. 

The Alameda County Registrar 
of Voters office released the final 
results last week. The final tally 
revealed 25,063 residents voted 
against the measure, while 16,749 
voted in support. The measure 
needed a simple majority — one 
more than 50 percent of the total 
vote — to pass.

The failing of Measure Z 
does not prohibit new multifam-
ily housing from being built in 
Alameda, as evidenced by the 
Planning Board approving a ten-
tative plan at its Nov. 23 meet-
ing for a two-building, nine-unit 
condominium development at 
the intersection of Broadway and 
Santa Clara (“Developer Plans 
Condominium-Infill Project Near 
Broadway and Santa Clara” Dec. 
3). 

Branagh Land Inc. plans to 
build the new condominium 
development — one building will 
have four units, the other will 
have five — in the rear of the 1.29-
acre site where tennis and bas-
ketball courts currently reside. 
The site already consists of 11 
residential buildings — five sin-
gle-family homes, three duplexes, 
one triplex and two fourplexes — 
totaling 22 units. 

Branagh Land Inc. can build 
the new development, even with 
Article 26 still enacted, because 
they received a multifamily hous-
ing waiver. The company received 
the waiver, and a host of other 
waivers, because it qualified for a 
density bonus. 

The property is within the R-5-
PD and R-4-PD zoning districts 
and is designated as Medium 
Density Residential in the General 
Plan. Under these designations, 

developers can build one hous-
ing unit per 2,000 square ft., or 
21 units per acre, according to 
the Alameda Municipal Code. 
Because the property is 1.29 
acres, the property can have 
28 housing units. However, the 
developer can qualify for a 25 
percent density bonus, or seven 
units, if Branagh agrees to des-
ignate seven percent of the 28 
units — two units — for very 
low-income housing, according to 
Alameda Municipal Code 30-17.7. 

With this density bonus, 
Branagh can build up to 35 units. 
The developer plans to have 31 
units at the site — the existing 
22 units and the proposed nine 
units. 

Once a project is eligible for 
a density bonus, it is also eligible 
for “an unlimited number of waiv-
ers from development standards 
that would ‘physically preclude’ 
the project from developing at 
the allowed density,” according 
to Alameda Municipal Code and 
California state law.

To enable development at the 
permitted density, the Planning 
Board granted several different 
waivers, including the multifam-
ily housing waiver. Other waivers 
included parking, front and rear 
yard, open space and more.

The Planning Board can only 
reject a request for a waiver if the 
request would result in adverse 
impacts on health, safety or the 
physical environment, according 
to the city staff memorandum. 

According to the tentative 
development plan, Branagh plans 
to put one of the very low-income 
housing units in lot nine, an 
already existing fourplex; and the 
other in lot 11, an already exist-
ing duplex. The new nine units 
will be sold at market price. This 
caused Planning Boardmember 
Rona Rothenberg to question its 
validity at the meeting.

“You’re putting them in the 
old buildings, and the new prop-

erty is going to be at market rate. 
It makes me question how we 
aggregate the numbers because 
it is to the benefit of the develop-
ment, but not necessarily to the 
intent of the law, which is that 
you’re allowed to do it because 
you’re going to provide a certain 
amount of housing for very low 
income,” said Rothenberg.

City Planning and Building 
Director Andrew Thomas 
responded by saying it is allowed 
by the state. “State law doesn’t 
make a distinction between pro-
viding very low-income units 
in new construction or existing 
buildings,” said Thomas. 

Thomas added that the city 
likes that that the developer 
is putting the very low-income 
housing in the existing properties 
because it’s “unlike some of the 
new construction projects where 
you have to wait for the construc-
tion of the project to finish for a 
family to move in.”

However, using the new build-
ings for market-rate housing and 
not affordable housing was a con-
cern of many Measure Z detrac-
tors. Measure Z was hailed as 
an ordinance to help the city 
provide more affordable housing, 
but many against Measure Z saw 
it as an avenue for developers to 
make more luxury apartments.

Joyce Boyd, a 19-year Alameda 
resident, spoke about this to the 
Alameda Sun (“Concerns for 
Measure Z” Sept. 10). 

“I see Article 26 as a firewall,” 
said Boyd. “It stops unlimited 
building of luxury apartments. If 
there are no limits, there will be 
developers building luxury con-
dos. Look at the housing they’re 
building. It’s not affordable hous-
ing.”

The Planning Board approved 
the tentative plan 6-1, with 
Boardmember Ronald Curtis 
representing the sole dissenting 
vote. His reason for dissent was 
not related to the housing waiver.

2020 Election: Final Tally 

n Write-in, 471, 1.50%
Vella, Spencer, Kearney and 

Kennedy will formally take their 
seats at the Tuesday, Dec. 15, City 
Council meeting. As the highest 
vote-getter, Vella will serve her sec-
ond term as vice-mayor. 

School Board
n Jennifer Williams (Incumbent) 

20,047 21.87 per cent
n Heather Little 19,046 20.78%
n Megan Sweet, 13,180 votes, 

14.38% 
n Beth Aney 12,901 votes, 14.07%
n Verna Castro, 12,810 votes, 

13.98%

n John Casselberry 7,587 votes, 
8.28%

n Leland Traiman, 5,862 votes, 
6.40%

n  Write-in, 230 votes, 0.25%
Measure AA
50% plus one to pass; measure 

passed
n  Yes  votes: 28,585, 73.51%
n  No votes, 10,300, 26.49 %

Measure Z
50% plus one to pass; measure 

failed. 
No votes: 25,063 , 59.94 %
Yes votes 16,749 , 40.06 %

File photos

City Council incumbent Malia Vella (left) won reelection 
on Nov. 3. She will sit as the city’s Vice-Mayor for the 
next two years. Former mayor Trish Spencer (left) won 
the second seat on the Council. 


