
AlamedaAlameda  SunSun
The Official Newspaper of the City of Alameda • Vol. 22  No. 12 • December 8, 2022  

The Official Newspaper of the City of Alameda
Locally Owned, Community Oriented Since 2001
A weekly publication of Stellar Media Group, Inc., 3215J Encinal Ave. Alameda, CA 94501

News: (510) 263-1470       Ads: (510) 263-1471       Fax: (510) 263-1473

To Receive this Paper in Your Mailbox Every Week Visit www.AlamedaSun.com/Subscribe

Alameda Sun
3215J Encinal Ave. 
Alameda, CA 94501

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
OAKLAND, CA
PERMIT #789

AlamedaAlameda  SunSun

The Alameda Sun 
is funded through 

the sales of 
advertising and 
subscriptions.

We are  
unaffiliated  

with any other 
corporations or 

politicians.

Leisure Club takes a shopping 
trip for the holidays.
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Encinal’s nonfictional soccer 
team also making news.
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Encinal High School Drama Club 
play tells soccer team’s story.
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Sun Staff Reports 
The City of Alameda began 

reconstructing the pavement on 
Mariner Square Drive between 
Constitution Way and Marina 
Village Parkway on Dec. 5. 
According to the city, the project 
is expected to take two weeks 
to complete. During construction 
the city’s contractor will imple-
ment a full road closure, 24 hours 
a day. 

Road users will need to use 
alternate routes to travel through 
the area or access properties in 

the immediate area. Detour signs 
and temporary traffic control will 
guide motorists through Marina 
Village Parkway. 

During construction, there 
will be minor increases in noise 
and dust. The city asks residents 
and commuters for their patience 
during the project’s duration. 
Questions or information about 
the project should be directed 
to Trung Nguyen, Public Works 
Department, at 510-747-7900. 

The project is primarily fund-
ed by Alameda County Measure 

BB, Vehicle Registration Fee, 
and SB 1, the Road Repair and 
Accountability Act of 2017. 

This is the second street that 
will be repaved in Alameda in 
December. Caltrans announced 
last month that it will repave 
and make other improvements 
to Encinal Avenue between 
Broadway and Sherman Street 
(“Caltrans to Repave Encinal 
Avenue,” Nov. 24). Unlike the 
Encinal Avenue repave project, 
the city will conduct the paving 
on Mariner Square Drive.

City of Alameda

Contractors with the City of Alameda have begun a pavement reconstructing project 
on Mariner Square Drive.

Contractors Begin Paving 
Mariner Square Drive

Sun Staff Reports 
An adult male died as a 

result of major injuries after his 
vehicle crashed into a light pole 
on Webster Street, just outside 
the Webster Tube, at 10:45 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 1. According to the 
City of Alameda report, the driver 
does not appear to be a resident of 
the Bay Area. 

The Alameda Fire Department 
(AFD) responded to the scene, 
extracted the driver, and trans-

ported him to a local 
hospital. However, 
the medical staff was 
unable to save his 
life, and he was pro-
nounced deceased. 
The motorist, who 
has not been iden-
tified by APD, was 
alone in his vehicle 
when contacted by 
AFD personnel.   

APD officers closed the 

Webster Tube fol-
lowing the crash on 
Thursday and again 
Friday morning to 
collect evidence. The 
Tube opened Friday 
afternoon.  

At this time, the 
details of the crash 
are unknown, an 
investigation is ongo-
ing, and no additional 

information is being released.   

APD Responds to Traffic Fatality Near Tubes

Ekene Ikeme 
According to Alameda County 

Superior Court records, the jury 
trial for the murder of 61-year-old 
restaurant owner Cindy Le will 
begin Monday, Dec. 12. 

The two alleged defen-
dants are Paul Paez and Donte 
Holloway, both of Oakland. Their 
trial will be held at the Rene C. 
Davidson Courthouse in Oakland 
before Alameda County Superior 
Court Judge Kevin Murphy. 

Both men will use public 
defenders for representation. 
Holloway, 43, will be defended by 
attorney Darryl Stallworth. Paez, 
who will be 43 on Tuesday, Dec. 
13, will be defended by attorneys 
Jane Brown and Amy Lynn Yellen, 
according to court records. 
The case will be prosecuted by 
Alameda County Deputy District 
Attorney Cathryn Dalton. 

Both men have been at Santa 
Rita Jail in Dublin since they 
were arrested for Le’s murder 
on August 20, 2018 (“West End 
Murder Suspects Nabbed,” August 
28, 2018). Paez and Holloway 
attempted to rob Le outside of 
her Alameda restaurant Pho Anh 
Dao, located at 1919 Webster St., 
on April 6, 2018, around 11 p.m. 
(“Robbery Escalates into Year’s 
First Homicide,” April 17, 2018).  

According to Alameda County 
court records, Alameda Police 
Department (APD) Detective 
Kody Burns said Paez followed 
Le and another family member 
from a restaurant she owned in 
Oakland to the Alameda restau-
rant in a Nissan Maxima. Paez 
approached Le and tried to take 
her purse, but she resisted. Paez 
then punched Le in the face, 
causing her to fall and strike her 

head on the concrete sidewalk. 
In the ensuing struggle, Le’s 

daughter’s boyfriend tried to come 
to her aid. That’s when Holloway 
assaulted both the boyfriend and 
Le with a metal pipe, according 
to reports. Holloway admitted 
to police to being at the scene 
and swinging the metal pipe. Le 
passed away four days later. The 
ordeal was caught on the res-
taurant’s surveillance video. APD 
also used surveillance video from 
Oakland businesses Bare Knuckle 
Pizza and Mad Oak and spoke to 
witnesses to make the arrests. 

Both men were charged with 
murder, special circumstance 
murder (murder during the 
course of a robbery), attempt-
ed second-degree robbery and 
assault by means likely to produce 
great bodily injury. They pleaded 
not guilty of all the charges at a 
hearing in October 2018. 

The two men were also initial-
ly charged with special circum-
stance murder (murder by lying 
in wait), but that was stricken. 

Both men have prior robbery 
convictions.

File Photo

According to Alameda 
County court records, the 
jury trial for the 2018 mur-
der of an Alameda restau-
rant owner will begin next 
week. Pictured: Suspects 
Paul Paez (left) and Donte 
Holloway (right).

Trial for 2018 Murder 
Begins Next Monday

It’s Beginning to Look a Lot 
Like Christmas (Tree Lane)

Photos by Gunther Schneider

Once again a one-block stretch of Thompson Avenue has 
magically transformed into the mythical “Christmas Tree 
Lane” through the end of the season. Local homeowners 

go all-out with elaborate holiday decorations that are not to be 
missed. The block’s median — a vestige of a 19th-century water 
company — has trees decorated with support from Alameda 
Municipal Power, the City of Alameda, Public Works and dona-
tions from the residents of Thomp- *ahem* Christmas Tree Lane 
and other willing donors. A donation box is located on site.


