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Did you know…a new 
thermal nuclear engine 
could carry astronauts 
to Mars? By using ce-
ramic microcapsules of 
low enriched uranium 
as fuel the engine would 
create a nuclear reac-
tion to push the rocket 
with twice the thrust 
of a chemical engine. 
The trick is to produce 
a nuclear reactor that 
is light enough and safe 
enough for use outside 
the Earth’s atmosphere. 
Who want’s to go for a 
ride?
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Google Earth

(Above): The former site of Alameda’s landfill, affectionally known as “Mount 
Trashmore,” may soon take on another role, that of supplying electricity to the City 
of Alameda. Alameda Municipal Power presented its plan (below) to the Planning 
Board last Monday. 

City of Alameda

AMP to Go Solar on 
Mount Trashmore

COVID -19 Brings Stratton Home

Bryan Goff/Wikipedia

The Coast Guard Cutter 
Stratton is the service’s third 
Legend-class cutter and 
the first “white hull” cutter 
named after a woman since 
the 1980s (USCGC Harriet 
Lane was launched in 1984). 
Stratton is named for Coast 
Guard Captain Dorothy 
C. Stratton (1899–2006). 
Stratton served as director of 
the SPARS, the Coast Guard 
Women’s Reserve during 
World War II.

College of Alameda Unveils 
New Center for Liberal Arts

Happy Thanksgiving 
from the Alameda Sun  

Sun Staff Reports
An outbreak of COVID-19 

forced the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter 
Stratton to return to its home port 
in Alameda on Wednesday, Nov. 
18. According to the Coast Guard, 
11 crew members tested positive 
for coronavirus during the deploy-
ment in the Eastern Pacific. 

Coast Guard medical staff 
boarded the cutter when it arrived 
home. They tested the entire crew 
and placed all crew members in 
quarantine. 

“The crew’s health and safety 
is my highest priority,” said Capt. 
Bob Little, Stratton’s commanding 
officer. “Stratton has a highly resil-

ient crew, always dedicated to the 
mission. The Stratton sailed west 
under the Golden Gate Bridge  on 
Wednesday, Oct. 28,, to begin a 
counter-narcotics patrol. 

Before the cutter got under-
way the Coast Guard required its 
133 crew members to undergo a 
restriction-of-movement period. 

This required them to self-quaran-
tine and pass two COVID-19 tests.

Earlier this year the crew of the 
Stratton detected and interdicted 
five suspected drug smuggling ves-
sels, detained 14 suspected drug 
smugglers and seized more than  
6,000 pounds of cocaine worth an 
estimated $113 million. 

The Stratton plays an important 
role in disrupting the flow of drugs 
in support of Presidential National 
Security objectives.

It is not currently known when 
the Stratton will redeploy. 

“Our mission today is to get 
healthy so we can continue our 
service to the nation,” Little said. 

Sun Staff Reports
The Peralta Community 

College District (PCCD) 
announced the completion of 
the New Center for Liberal Arts 
(Building H) at the College of 
Alameda. 

The nearly 54,000 square 
foot building offers specialized 
facilities for programming in 
the divisions of liberal studies 
and language arts, career and 
workforce education.

The facility also has class-
room space in a variety of aca-
demic disciplines that include 
science, technology, engineer-
ing, art and math. 

The new center includes 
specialized spaces for training 
in programs like apparel design 
and merchandising, along with 
an art gallery and studios, 20 
classrooms, staff and faculty 
offices, and a café and event 
space. 

As the latest project com-
pleted using Proposition A 
funds, future projects in the 
District-wide facilities master 
plan will be financed by the 
recently passed $800 million 
Proposition G bond. This will 
allow the District to renovate 
aging classrooms, build new 

Overaa Construction

The Peralta Community College District (PCCD) 
recently opened the new Center for Liberal Arts 
(Building H) at the College of Alameda. 

Eric J. Kos                                      
& Dennis Evanosky

We would like to wish all our 
readers and advertisers a Happy 
Thanksgiving. We especially want 
to say ‘“thank you” to our sub-
scribers, advertisers, and gener-
ous donors who have helped us 
survive this very trying year. We 
are grateful that the Sun has sur-
vived this pandemic so far and 
are confident that this community 
newspaper will continue to brave 
the storm that is upon us all. 

We hope that, no matter how 
you choose to do it, you find 
time to pause and say thank you:  
thank your loved ones for being a 
part of your lives. Thank others in 

science and technology labs, 
and modernize facilities across 
all four of its campuses.

College of Alameda opened 
in 1970 and is celebrating its 
50th anniversary. Join the online 
celebration from 7 to 8 p.m., 
Tuesday, Dec. 1 by registering at 
https://bit.ly/CoA50th.

“This incredible new facility 
is designed to meet the needs 
of our rich and diverse student 
population,” said Dr. Don Miller, 
Interim President at College of 
Alameda.

“It mixes beautiful, artistic 
architectural forms and techno-
logical functionality to create 
a warm, bright, modern learn-
ing atmosphere to maximize 
student success and classroom 
engagement. This teaching facil-
ity showcases the best of what 
can be expected in our next half 
century at College of Alameda.”

College of 
Alameda opened 
in 1970 will cel-
ebrate its 50th 
anniversary on 
Dec. 1

Ekene Ikeme
Alameda Municipal Power 

(AMP) is a step closer to build-
ing a solar facility at the Doolittle 
Landfill site after receiving unani-
mous approval from the Planning 
Board at its Monday, Nov. 23 meet-
ing.

The project is called the AMP 
Solar Project. AMP plans to build 
a 2.0-megawatt photovoltaic solar 
facility on an 11-acre portion of 
the 33.2-acre site, known as Mount 
Trashmore, at the intersection of 
Doolittle Drive and Harbor Bay 
Parkway. The site was home to the 
landfill from 1953 to 1985.

The seven-member Board voted 
unanimously to adopt two draft 
resolutions regarding the project. 
First, to adopt the initial study/
mitigated negative declaration (IS/
MND) and mitigation monitoring 
reporting program (MMRP). The IS/
MND evaluates the potential envi-
ronmental impacts of the project. 
The MMRP delineates responsibili-
ties for monitoring the project, but 
also allows the City of Alameda 
flexibility and discretion in deter-
mining how best to monitor imple-
mentation, according to the project 
memorandum. 

Second, the Board voted to 
approve the draft Use Permit to 
allow the construction and opera-
tion of the facility.

Due to the deep contours 
around the perimeter of the site, 
the project will be located on the 
11-acre flat plateau in the center 
of the property atop the landfill. 
AMP will install approximately 
7,830 thin-film, non-reflective pho-
tovoltaic solar panels and 16 utility-
scale inverters, according to the 
memorandum. The inverters will 
convert sunlight into electricity. 
The converted energy will be fed 
directly into the utility grid from 
an interconnection point adjacent 
to the site. 

AMP Senior Energy Analyst Alan 
Harbottle also said transformers 
and a switchboard will possibly 
be located at the bottom of the 
property.

All solar equipment will be 
placed at or above grade on con-
crete slabs with no ground penetra-
tion. The project will be operated 
by a developer chosen by AMP. 
The developer’s maintenance activ-
ities will include monthly visits to 
maintain equipment and control 
vegetation levels, according to City 
of Alameda Planning, Building and 
Transportation Department staff 
member Henry Dong.

The site has been vacant since 
1985. The landfill is currently 
being monitored by the City while 
decomposition occurs beneath the 
landfill cap. 

A future open space park is 
planned for the property in approx-
imately 25 years when conditions 
at the site are anticipated to be 
safe for public use, according to 
the memorandum. The property 
is currently zoned M-2, General 
Industrial Zoning and is designated 
as Parks and Public Open Space in 
the General Plan. 

The term of the proposed Use 
Permit will end in 25 years. At the 
end of the of the 25-year term, the 
City has the right to take back the 
property and build the park. If the 
City chooses to do so, the devel-
oper will have one year to remove 

all solar equipment from the site. 
AMP’s plan to build the 

solar facility is part of the larg-
er Northern California Power 
Association (NCPA) Solar Project 
plan. The NCPA is a non-profit 
organization that consists of 16 
local electric utility agencies, 
including AMP, with the objec-
tive to make joint investments 
in energy resources that would 
ensure an affordable, reliable, and 
clean supply of electricity for cus-
tomers in its member communi-
ties. The objective of the NCPA 
Solar Project 1 is to develop a 
fleet of Photovoltaic (PV) Solar 
Power Plants throughout partici-
pating member service territories, 
according to the NCPA website. 

The Public Utilities Board 
(PUB) held a series of meetings 
to evaluate the feasibility of con-
structing the facility at the site. 
At its Sept. 2019 meeting, the 
PUB directed AMP to continue its 
participation in the NCPA Solar 
Project and move forward with 
the City review process. AMP has 
since received approval from the 
recreation and parks and golf com-
missions.

The project now moves to 
the City Council where they will 
approve a lease of the land and a 
power purchase agreement with 
the NCPA. AMP will also seek final 
authorization for the solar facility 
from the Public Utility Board.

your lives for the things they do 
to make your life better.  

We want to thank Ekene Ikeme 
for quietly seeing that the job 
is properly done, Jillian Strahler 
for whipping those legal ads into 
shape; Joyce McConeghey for 
keeping all our subscribers happy 
and Jackson Quinn for bringing 
in and keeping track of all those 
ads and creating all those work 
orders. We also want to take our 
hats off to Colin Close for his 
design skills and to Vismay Shah 
who not only counts and keeps 
track of all our beans, but has 
helped with his advice. 

To all of them and all our read-
ers: Happy Thanksgiving. 


