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Encinal High’s Model UN Team 
attends UC Berkeley conference.
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recent championships.
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Council Approves 
Housing Element

Ekene Ikeme 
At its Nov. 15 meeting, the City 

Council adopted the 2023-2031 
Housing Element update with a 
3-2 vote. In doing so, Alameda 
becomes the first city in the 
Bay Area to adopt their Housing 
Element for the 2023-2031 cycle.  

The state of California has 
already approved the city’s Housing 
Element (“State Review Finds 
Alameda’s Draft Housing Element 
in Compliance,” Sept. 3), which 
requires every city to demonstrate 
how they will meet the state’s 
Regional Housing Needs Allocation 
(RHNA), Affirmatively Furthering 
Fair Housing (AFFH) and comply 
with Housing Element Law. 

Alameda’s RHNA is 5,353 units. 
AFFH stipulates that the new units 
need to be spread throughout the 
city. Per the Housing Element, 
39 percent of the future housing 
units are designated for the Naval 
Air Station, which the city desig-
nated as a Priority Development 
Area; 27 percent are on sites occu-
pied by shopping centers and com-
mercial corridors, 24 percent will 
be on vacant or underutilized land 
near the Northern Waterfront, and 
10 percent will be built in current 
residential districts. 

To accommodate the city’s 
RHNA, several zoning amend-
ments had to be implemented. For 
housing units in the commercial 
districts, the Housing Element 
will add a Community Mixed Use 
Combining District zoning desig-
nation to shopping centers such 
as the Alameda Landing Shopping 
Center and the Marina Village 
Shopping Center. The zoning des-
ignation at Webster Street Plaza 
property at Atlantic Avenue will be 
changed from Manufacturing to 
Community Commercial. Lastly, 
the Land Use Diagram designa-
tion will be changed from Medium 
Density Residential to Community 
Mixed Use. 

For the Northern Waterfront, 
a Multifamily Residential 
Combining District zoning desig-
nation will be added to two sites 
(2363-2433 Mariner Square Loop 
and Drive and 2199 Clement Ave.) 

and a change will be made to the 
General Plan Land Use Diagram 
designation for the property 
on Mariner Square Drive from 
Business to Mixed Use.  

Finally, the city is rezoning 
certain areas to permit multifam-
ily housing and residential den-
sities of at least 30 units per 
acre. Even though this conflicts 
with Alameda Municipal Code 
Article 26, which stipulates a den-
sity of 21 units per acre, city staff 
believes the update is consistent 
with past city actions to comply 
with State Housing Element Law. 

At the meeting, Alameda 
Planning, Building and 
Transportation Director Andrew 
Thomas expressed the conse-
quences if the city failed to adopt 

a Housing Element approved by 
the state. Consequences include 
loss of state funding for open 
space, transportation, and afford-
able housing; litigation costs; and 
loss of land use control and the 
“Builder’s Remedy.” According 
to the staff report, under the 
“Builder’s Remedy,” develop-
ers may propose eligible hous-
ing development projects that do 
not comply with either the city’s 
General Plan designation or zon-
ing for the proposed site. 

About two dozen residents 
spoke at the meeting. Their reac-
tions were mixed. 

“The chamber fully supports 
staff recommendations to approve 
housing element,” said Kelly Lux, 
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The Alameda City Council voted to approve the 
proposed Housing Element at its Nov. 15 meeting.

HOUSING: Page 10

Ben Wiley 
At its Nov. 15 meeting, the 

City Council authorized the City 
Manager to execute two contracts 
to administer the Guaranteed 
Basic Income (GBI) Pilot Program, 
which will distribute some of the 
city’s federally allocated American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds to 
selected low-income households.  

In particular, 150 Alameda 
households will receive $1,000 
per month over 
a two-year span. 
The decision to 
move forward 
with this pro-
gram follows a 
May 2022 meet-
ing in which the council voted 3-2 
to approve the exploration of the 
GBI pilot (“City Council Approves 
Guaranteed Basic Income Pilot 
Program,” May 26).  

City staff spent the months 
since learning about other GBI 
programs in cities like Oakland 
and Long Beach, as well as meet-
ing with Bay Area communities of 
practice and community stakehold-
ers to inform the program design. 

During the meeting, Alameda 
Development Managers Eric 
Fonstein and Walker Toma pre-
sented the chosen implementation 
(Operation Dignity) and research 
(ABT Associates) partners, which 
were selected via an extensive 
Request for Proposals (RFP) pro-
cess begun in August (“City Seeks 
Partners for Guaranteed Basic 
Income Pilot Program,” Aug. 25). 

Their presentation drew a spir-
ited discussion among council-
members along with public com-
ments that reflected the views of 
the divided council. Several people 
who affiliated themselves with 

the advocacy coalition Transform 
Alameda expressed their strong 
support for this initiative. 

Other members of the pub-
lic echoed councilmembers 
Trish Herrera Spencer and Tony 
Daysog’s concerns about the effi-
ciency of the pilot. Specifically, 
noting that the pilot will only serve 
approximately 10 percent of eligi-
ble households. Herrera Spencer 
and Daysog believe that public 

dollars would 
be better spent 
on services like 
mental health 
that would reach 
a broader group 
of people.  

Daysog, Herrera Spencer and 
several community members 
also voiced concerns about the 
amount of money allocated for the 
research and administration of 
the GBI pilot. 

In response, Mayor Marilyn 
Ezzy Ashcraft said, “The data that 
we are generating will be used 
as a benchmark and shared with 
other programs. The idea and 
hope is that it will lead to some 
permanent funding streams from 
state level and maybe federal.” 

This agenda item was approved 
by a vote of 3-2, with councilmem-
bers Daysog and Spencer continu-
ing to oppose the pilot. With its 
passage, city staff will start work-
ing with Operation Dignity and 
a community advisory board to 
develop aspects of the pilot such 
as eligibility criteria and benefit 
waivers with plans to launch it 
Spring or Summer 2023. 

Ben Wiley is an Alameda Sun 
contributor. To reach Wiley, con-
tact editor@alamedasun.com.

Council OK’s Universal 
Basic Income Program

The item was 
approved, 3-2, 
with Daysog and 
Spencer opposing.

Sun Staff Reports 
Caltrans is scheduled to 

begin repaving and making other 
improvements to Encinal Avenue 
(SR-61) between Broadway and 
Sherman Street in December. The 
improvement project is designed 
to provide motorists with a 
smoother ride and enhancing 
safety for pedestrians and wheel-
chair users.  

In addition to repaving, the 
work includes upgrading existing 
curb ramps, enhancing crosswalk 
markings, upgrading signals with 
accessible pedestrian signals and 
installing vehicle speed feedback 
signs. This project will also incor-
porate Complete Streets elements, 
which includes the conversion of 
the existing two through lanes to 
one through lane in each direc-

tion, a center two-way left-turn 
lane, two Class II bicycle lanes, 
and parking within the project 
limits. 

The electrical work will start 
at the Encinal Avenue and Grand 
Street intersection and move 
south along Encinal Avenue. The 
roadway rehabilitation work for 
the entire project limits (between 
Broadway and Sherman Street) 

will begin in the Spring/Summer 
of 2023. The project is expected to 
be completed in the Fall of 2023. 

Caltrans will make an effort 
to minimize inconvenience as 
the project moves along. Traffic 
advisories, social media and sig-
nage will be utilized. The project 
was announced in May (“Caltrans 
to Repave, Enhance Encinal 
Avenue,” June 2). 
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The project will reduce the existing two through lanes to one through lane in each direction, a center two-way left-
turn lane, two Class II bicycle lanes, and parking within the project limits.

Caltrans to Repave Encinal Avenue

Latest Election Count from Alameda County Registrar of Voters
Sun Staff Reports 

The Alameda County 
Registrar of Voters released the 
seventh update of the Nov. 8 
General Election results Monday, 
Nov. 21. 

Mayoral Race 
Incumbent Marilyn Ezzy 

Ashcraft leads in the mayoral race. 
She has 17,164 (59.29%) total 
votes. Current City Councilmember 
Trish Herrera Spencer is second 
with 10,037 (34.67%) total votes. 

Barack D. Obama Shaw rounds out 
the three candidates with 1,748 
(6.04%) votes. 

City Council 
Incumbent Tony Daysog and 

Tracy Jensen lead the race to 
elect two city councilmembers. 
Daysog has 14,089 (27.95%) total 
votes, while Jensen has 9,851 
(19.54%) votes. Political new-
comer Hannah Groce sits in third 
place with 9,218 (18.29%) votes. 
She’s followed by former council-

member Jim Oddie in fourth with 
8,480 (16.82%). Paul Beusterien 
is fifth with 7,191 (14.27%) votes 
and Bill Pai has 1,574 (3.12%) 
votes even though he suspended 
his campaign in September.  

Alameda Unified School Board 
Gary Lym and Ryan Lalonde 

are poised to join the Alameda 
Unified School District Board 
of Education. Lym has 17,704 
(39.58%) total votes, while 
Lalonde 13,698 (30.62%) total 

votes. The top two vote-getters 
will be elected to the board. 

Maria Elena Moreno Van 
Maren overtook Leland Traiman 
for third place. She has 6,716 
(15.01%). Traiman has 6,611 
(14.78%) votes. 

Other results 
Measure E (City Council Salary 

Increase) 
Yes 15,267 53.97% 
No 13,021 46.03% 
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