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Two of Alameda’s streets honor early 
20th-century writers. Pictured on 
the far left is George Sterling. Jack 

London is seated second from right. This 
week we’ll look into Sterling Avenue on 
the East End. The street has an interesting 
connection to the Pond family and 
Alameda Hospital. Next week, we’ll meet 
Jack London, who lived in Alameda when 
he was a wee lad. Pictured with Sterling 
and London are writers Mary Austin 
and Jimmie Hooper. Read about Sterling 
Avenue and the Pond family on page 12. 

A Pair of Alameda Streets Recall Writers

Google Earth

A white pickup truck turning left onto Island Drive from Mecartney Road and the 
shadow of a pedestrian to its right demonstrate the massive scale of the intersection. 
The city is working to modify this crossroad to make it safer for pedestrians and 
bicyclists to compete with vehicular traffic.   

City Eyes Converting Bay Farm 
Intersection to a Traffic Circle

Photo & story             
courtesy Bike Walk 

Alameda

Bike Walk Alameda will 
host a  memorial event 
at 1 p.m., this Sunday, 

Nov. 21,  at City Hall, 
2623 Santa Clara Ave. as 
part of the  Global World 
Day of Remembrance. So 
far this year, Alameda lost 
four residents in traffic col-
lisions, including the most 
recent victim, Alameda 
County Supervisor Wilma 
Chan. People have already 
placed flowers at the site of 
her death at Grand Avenue 
and Shore Line Drive, pic-
tured at the right.  
Speakers at this event will 
include safe-streets advo-
cates, first responders, City 
Council members, and 
victim advocates who have 
been most impacted by 
these tragedies.
After the rally, Bike Walk 
Alameda will lead a bike 
ride to the four crash loca-
tions and lay flowers to 
pay respects to the victims, 
concluding with a return 
trip to City Hall.

Let’s Try This Again

Honoring Those Killed in Collisions

Dennis Evanosky
In the Nov. 4, edition of the 

Alameda Sun, I offered to do 
a walking tour at 10 a.m., last 
Saturday. 

I intended to write a history 
story of Alameda’s first airport, 
Sunset Field, for the Nov. 11 news-
paper and redo the small box like 
the one you see below with a 
“tease” to the story and the tour. 

Instead, I had a seizure. 
Nothing out of the ordinary, but 
somewhat incapacitating in the 
short term. My staff kindly sent 
me home and the paper went to 
press without my story. 

I showed up for the tour on 
Saturday at 9 a.m., instead of 10. 
I thank and apologize to the folks 
who came and waited for me at 
10. I will do the tour this Saturday 
at 9 a.m. Meet me at the O Club 
on Alameda Point, and I’ll tell you 
about Alameda’s  lost airports. 

We’ll walk where planes took to 
the skies from  long-disappeared 
runways at Benton Field. I’ll share 
stories about flying air balloons 
and biplanes at Neptune Gardens. 
I’ll tell you  about the aforemen-
tioned Sunset Field, the San 
Francisco Airdrome, the Alameda 
Airport,  and the Bay Farm Airport.  

Arnold Genthe

Courtesy NASA

United States Navy Underwater Demolition Team 
swimmers stand by as one of them opens the hatch 
to the Apollo 12 capsule during recovery opera-
tions in the Pacific Ocean on Nov. 24, 1969.

Sun Staff Reports
The USS Hornet Museum is 

holding an Apollo 12 Splashdown 
& Space Exploration Day event to 
celebrate the anniversary of the 
recovery of the Apollo 12 astro-
nauts and Space Exploration 
this Saturday, Nov. 20. 

The event is from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Speakers Bob Fish 
and Dr. Seth Shostak will head-
line the event with a discussion 
on the Apollo program, Space 
Exploration and the SETI insti-
tute. The pair will also discuss 
the Pentagon report on UFOs 
and take questions and answers 
from guests.

Fish is the trustee emeri-
tus of the USS Hornet board, 
chief historian and author of 
Hornet +3 about the Apollo 11 
Shostak is a senior astronomer 
and institute fellow at the SETI 
Institute. 

The event will also feature 
Star Wars costume clubs (take 
pictures with all your favorite 
characters!), local aerospace 
companies, a model rocket dis-
play and more. These are at no 
additional charge over the nor-
mal admission.

The Apollo 12 lunar land-
ing mission took place on Nov. 

24, 1969. Apollo 12 astronauts, 
Charles Conrad Jr., Richard F. 
Gordon Jr., and Alan L. Bean 
were recovered from the Pacific 
Ocean near American Samoa. 

They exited their Apollo 12 
Command Module and entered 
a nearby life raft with the assis-
tance from a U.S. Navy under-
water demolition team swim-
mer.  From there, the astronauts 
were picked up by helicopter 
and transported to the USS 
Hornet. USS Hornet crewmem-
bers retrieved the Command 
Module after the astronauts 
were onboard. W

hile on the USS Hornet, the 
three astronauts were greeted 
by Rear Admiral Donald C. 
David, Commander, Manned 
Spacecraft Recovery Force and 
a color guard.

Conrad was the commander 
of the Apollo 12 mission; Gordon 
was the command module pilot 
and Bean was the lunar module 
pilot.

Apollo 12 left from the 
Kennedy Space Center in Cape 
Kennedy, Fla. on Nov. 14. It was 
the second manned lunar land-
ing mission.For more informa-
tion email  Russell.moore@
uss-hornet.org. 

USS Hornet Remembers  
Apollo 12 Splashdown

Sun Staff Reports
Alameda city staff is inviting 

residents to a virtual workshop 
to discuss the Mecartney Road/
Island Drive Improvement Project 
on Dec. 1 via Zoom.

The project aims to improve 
safety at the Bay Farm intersection. 
The city is considering four options: 
a roundabout, a reduced footprint 
all-way stop, a traffic signal or make 
no changes. Based on an analysis of 
the intersection, the safest options 
are the roundabout and the reduced 
footprint all-way stop.

City staff and consultants are 
expected to request approval of 
a Mecartney/Island Improvement 
Project concept by Wednesday, 
March 23, 2022, from the 
Transportation Commission and 
on Tuesday, May 3, 2022, from the 
City Council. 

The city hired Kittelson & 
Associates, Inc., an engineering 
consultant firm, as advisors 

The Mecartney Road/Island 

Drive Improvement Project plan 
is one of many projects aimed at 
improving safety at crosswalks. 
Several initiatives in the city’s 
Draft 2040 General Plan places 
an emphasis on creating safer 
streets for commuters. Vision 
Zero is featured in the Draft 2040 
General Plan. It aims to elimi-
nate fatalities and severe injuries 
on Alameda’s streets, avenues, 
sidewalks, crosswalks, paths, and 
trails. Also, the Intersection Safety 
initiative proposes to improve 
safety at stop-controlled or sig-
nalized intersections, and con-
sider a roundabout design. Lastly, 
Roundabouts and Traffic Circles 
are being advised by city leaders 
when considering modifications 
to an intersection.

According to reports, traffic 
collisions are down slightly in 
2021 from 2019, but traffic fatal-
ities figures remain the same. 
According to Alameda Police 
Department, there were 751 traf-

fic collisions in 2019 compared to 
357 collisions in 2021 as of July. 
There were 541 traffic crashes 
in 2020, but there were fewer 
vehicles on the road due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Four people died in traffic crash-
es in Alameda this year, the same as 
last year, including Alameda County 
Supervisor Wilma Chan who was 
struck and killed on Nov. 3.

This planning effort is funded 
by Measures B and BB transporta-
tion sales tax, which are admin-
istered by the Alameda County 
Transportation Commission.

The city posted a public survey 
for residents to learn more about 
the project. To take the survey, 
visit https://bit.ly/3qPoRuF.

To register for the Zoom work-
shop, visit https://bit.ly/3ci8tdk. A 
recording of the workshop will be 
shared on the project webpage, 
www.alamedaca.gov/mercartney-
island, after the event. The work-
shop will begin at 6:30 p.m. 

Tube Closures This Week
Sun Staff Reports

Caltrans has scheduled an 
overnight closure for Posey and 
Webster tubes on Nov. 17 and 18, 
2021.

The Posey Tube will be closed 
on Thursday, Nov. 17 at 10 p.m. 
and will reopen at 4:30 a.m. the 
next morning. The Webster Tube 
will be closed on Friday Nov. 18 
at 10 p.m. and will reopen at 4:30 
a.m. the next morning. The Posey 
Tube will remain open while the 

Webster Tube is closed and vice 
versa.

The purpose of the closures 
is to accommodate maintenance 
work. Work will be postponed if 
it rains.

Changeable message and 
directional signs will be in place 
to assist motorists traveling in 
the area. The California Highway 
Patrol will be at the sites during 
the closures. Please drive with 
caution. 


