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Island’s Power Company Among the Greenest in Nation
Sun Staff Reports

Alameda Municipal Power 
(AMP) was recently recog-
nized as a national industry 
leader for its “smart energy” 
programs focused on energy 
efficiency, sustainability and 
the customer experience. AMP 
was one of 27 community-
owned utilities in the nation 
to earn the designation of 
“Smart Energy Provider” from 
the American Public Power 
Association (APPA) in 2020.

The Smart Energy Provider 
designation, recognizes public 
power utilities for leadership 

in four key areas: smart energy 
program structure; energy effi-
ciency and distributed energy 
programs; environmental and 
sustainability initiatives; and 
the customer experience. This 
is the second year APPA has 
offered the designation. In 
total, 94 public power utilities 
in the U.S. hold the designa-
tion.

In January 2020, AMP began 
providing 100% clean energy 
from wind, hydro, geothermal 
and landfill sources to all cus-
tomers, placing Alameda in a 
select group of cities leading 

the nation in the transition to 
green power.

In addition, for the fifth 
consecutive year, AMP has 
been recognized as a national 
industry leader for its Alameda 
Green program. AMP recent-
ly earned two separate top 
10 rankings from the U.S. 
Department of Energy’s pri-
mary national laboratory for 
renewable energy and energy 
efficiency research. Alameda 
Green was ranked third on the 
customer participation rate 
list and sixth on the rate of 
green power sales in 2019.

Alameda Green gives resi-
dents and businesses the option 
to support renewable energy 
projects beyond Alameda’s 
borders. To date, the program 
includes more than 3,400 resi-
dents and 60 businesses.

The first ranking high-
lights the high number of 
AMP customers participating 
in Alameda Green. The sec-
ond ranking showcases AMP’s 
megawatt-hour sales from 
Alameda Green in comparison 
with total utility megawatt-
hour sales. View the rankings at 
https://tinyurl.com/yyaojhrm.

Council Race: Spencer, 
White in Virtual Tie

Homicide Continues 
City’s Violent Streak 

Clowning on Park Street

Time for Change: 
‘Creating Our Future’

Sun Staff Reports
To make library materials more 

accessible, the Main Branch of the 
Alameda Free Library is offering 
takeout curbside pickup service 
on Mondays from 2 to 7 p.m. and 
Tuesdays through Fridays from 
noon to 5 p.m.  

Card holders can place holds on 
the material they want to check out 
either online or by calling the circu-
lation department at (510) 747-7740 
during the times listed above. When 
materials are ready you will receive 
notification when their material is 
ready. They must then call the cir-
culation department at (510) 747-
7740 during takeout hours to make 

Library Offers Takeout Service
an appointment to pick up their 
material. 

The city asks that card holders 
wear masks and be ready to show 
staff your library cards or photo 
IDs. All materials are available at 
the Main Library only. However, 
card holders may return library 
materials to the drop boxes at any 
of the three Alameda libraries.

The Main Library is located 
at 1550 Oak St. and is wheelchair 
accessible. 

To learn more about this and 
other library programs and ser-
vices, visit www.alamedafree.org or 
call the library’s circulation depart-
ment during takeout hours.

Sun Staff Reports
This Saturday, Nov. 14, Rhythmix 

Cultural Works and the City of 
Alameda will unveil “Creating Our 
Future,” art that celebrates the 
renaming of Alameda’s park for-
merly known as Jackson Park. 

“Creating Our Future” brings the 
artists’ voice to the renaming of 
Alameda’s first park. 

Curated by Stephen Bruce, the 
program  features work from six 
African-American Bay Area artists: 
Zoë Boston, Stephen Bruce, Tiffany 
Conway, Andrea McCoy Harvey, 
Abi Mustapha and Ashlei Reign.
The temporary art installation will 
replace the park’s signage through-
out the renaming process. 

A virtual reception will be held  
on Saturday at 4:30 p.m. on Zoom. 

The artists will share their inspi-
rations and significance of their 
work, while local historian Rasheed 
Shabazz will provide a brief history 
of the park and context regarding 
the renaming effort. Vice Mayor, 
John Knox White, will share his per-
spective on the city’s hopes for the 
future of Alameda. 

The installation will be on dis-
play starting this Saturday, through 
April 30, 2021 (at the corner of Park  
and Encinal avenues.  

“Time for Change is made 
possible with funding from the 
City of Alameda and a California 
Arts Council Creative California 

Communities grant.  Rhythmix 
Cultural Works is presenting 
“Creating Our Future” as part of 
its Island City Waterways Art Walk 
series.  For more information about 
“Creating Our Future” and to  reg-
ister for the free reception, visit: 
www.rhythmix.org

Ekene Ikeme
Alameda Police Department 

(APD) is investigating a homicide 
that took place in the area of Park 
Street and Shore Line Drive near 
the Coral Reef Inn at 10:45 p.m. 
Sunday, Nov. 8.

APD responded to a call of 
shots fired in the area. Multiple 
units were deployed to the scene. 
Upon arrival, officers located an 
adult male victim suffering from 
life-threatening gunshot wounds, 
according to an APD report. The 
male victim’s identity has not been 
released. APD officers immedi-
ately rendered medical aid until 
members of the Alameda Fire 
Department arrived. The victim 
was transported to a local hos-
pital where he succumbed to his 
injuries.

During the preliminary investi-
gation, officers learned the suspect 
fled the scene prior to police arriv-
al, according to a report. APD’s 
Violent Crimes Unit has now taken 
the lead in the homicide investiga-
tion.

APD investigators believe the 
shooting was a result of a dispute 
between the victim and one or 
more suspects. Online reports said 
loud shouting was heard before 
several gunshots went off.

“This was not a random crime,” 
stated APD in the report.

The homicide adds to the grow-
ing number of gun-related incidents 
taking place in Alameda this year. 
This is the 16th gun-related crime 
since June 1, eclipsing the 10 such 
crimes that took place in 2018 and 
2019 combined. Arrests have been 
made in five of the cases including 

27-year-old Amelia Minjarez, who 
was arrested for allegedly shooting 
an Alameda man in the back while 
also stealing his car Thursday, Oct. 
22 (“Shooter Arrested,” Nov. 5). 
Also, an unidentified man reported 
being shot in the leg on Monday, 
Oct. 26 on the 200 block of Maple 
Way, (“City Responds to Recent 
Gun Violence,” Oct. 30).

The city released a statement 
last month addressing the surge 
in crime since the beginning of the 
summer. 

“I understand and share the 
concerns of residents and busi-
nesses that stem from the recent 
increases in gun violence and gun 
purchases in the Bay Area, includ-
ing Alameda,” stated Mayor Marilyn 
Ezzy Ashcraft in the release. “I 
believe some of this increase is 
related to the prolonged COVID-
19 pandemic and some is relat-
ed to the tense political climate 
in this tumultuous election year. 
Regardless of the root causes of 
these incidents, I am confident that 
the Alameda Police Department, 
under Interim Chief Fenn’s leader-
ship, is focused on responding to 
and solving gun-related crimes as 
they occur.”

APD stated that officers were 
coordinating a multidisciplinary 
approach to respond to and mini-
mize crime in Alameda. APD will 
use multiple procedures to deter 
crime, which includes a proac-
tive response from patrol officers 
to calls for shots fired including 
the search for witnesses, possible 
video footage, and collecting phys-
ical evidence. APD will also send a 

Vella clinches Vice-Mayor seat; Measure Z a loser 

City of Alameda

Andrea McCoy Harvey’s 
“Tree of Life” is part of 
the project “Creating Our 
Future,” which goes on 
distpay this Saturday at 
the park formerly known 
as Jackson Park at Park 
and Encinal avenues. 
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Sun Staff Reports
Trish Spencer has moved into 

second place by 44 votes ahead of 
Amos White for the second open 
City Council seat. 

Spencer now has 13,019 total 
votes (20 percent), while White 
currently has 12,975 votes (19.93 
percent), as of Monday, Nov. 9, 
when the Alameda County offi-
cial election website released its 
latest update before press time. 
Alamedans were asked to vote for 
no more than two candidates for 
City Council. The top two vote 
getters will receive a seat on the 
Council.  

Malia Vella looks poised to 
regain her spot as the City of 

Alameda Vice-Mayor. She leads all 
candidates with 14,777 votes (22.7 
percent). Jim Oddie graciously con-
ceded in his bid for a Council seat. 
He is in fourth place with 12,158 
votes (18.68 percent). Oddie joined 
the Council in 2015. 

Gig Codiga is in fifth place with 
11,949 votes (18.36 percent). 

Megan Sweet has moved ahead 
of Beth Aney for the third Alameda 
Unified School District Governing 
Boardmember spot by 57 votes. 
Sweet has 12,079 votes (14.28 per-
cent), while Aney currently has 
12,022 votes (14.21 percent). 

Jennifer Williams (18,584 votes) 
and Heather Little (17,648 votes) 
have the first and second most votes 

in the election, respectively. Their 
spots on the board are all but solidi-
fied. Alameda voters were asked to 
vote for no more than three candi-
dates and the top three vote getters 
will be elected to the board.

Verna Castro is in fifth place 
with 11,795 votes (13.94 percent). 
John Casselberry is sixth with 
6,910 (8.17 percent), while Leland 
Traiman is in seventh place with 
5,343 votes (6.32 percent).

Measure Z is expected to fail in 
the election as 22,845 people voted 
against the measure, while 15,379 
voted “yes.” The measure would 
repeal Article 26 of the Alameda 
City Charter and allow developers 
to build multi-family housing units. 

Kenny the Clown fashions a balloon for one of his fans last Saturday on Park 
Street. Many shops and restaurants remain closed in Alameda. Kenny arrived 
at Park Street and Alameda Avenue, set up his famous bubble machine and 

entertained children young and old. “Kenny has certainly brightened my child’s 
day,” said one of the parents. 


