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Ekene Ikeme 
The Alameda County 

District Attorney announced 
on Wednesday, Nov. 2, that no 
charges will be filed against 
the driver who fatally struck 
Alameda County Supervisor 
Wilma Chan in Alameda last 
year. 

The decision came almost 
a year to the day Chan was 
killed. District Attorney Nancy 
O’Malley decided not to press 
charges against the driver after 
her office reviewed the inves-
tigative police report by the 
Alameda Police Department. 

“The investigation of the 
death of Supervisor Chan was 
very thorough and comprehen-
sive,” read a statement from 
the Alameda County District 
Attorney’s Office to the Alameda 
Sun. “Based on the investiga-
tion, including hours of witness 
interviews and a re-creation 
of the scene, and the careful 
review of the law, the District 
Attorney’s Office determined 
that no charges against the 
driver of the car could be filed, 
sustained, or proved beyond a 
reasonable doubt.” 

O ’ M a l l e y 
added, “Our com-
munity contin-
ues to mourn the 
loss of Supervisor 
Chan; our hearts 
are still broken. 
The impact on our 
community made 
by Supervisor 
Chan will live on 
forever. Her loss 
leaves a void in 
Alameda County.” 

Chan was 
struck by a vehi-
cle while walk-
ing her dog at 
the intersection 
of Shore Line 
Drive and Grand 
Street on Nov. 3, 
2021, just after 8 
a.m. (“Farewell, 
Wilma Chan,” 
Nov. 9, 2021) She 
was transported 
by the Alameda 
Fire Department to Highland 
Hospital in Oakland where she 
succumbed to her injuries, 
according to an Alameda Police 
Department report. The driver 

Ekene Ikeme 
At its Nov. 1 meeting, the 

City Council voted, 3-2, in favor 
of the staff recommended Grand 
Street Resurfacing and Safety 
Improvement Project. 

Mayor Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft, 
Vice Mayor Malia Vella and coun-
cilmember John Knox White voted 
in favor of the staff recommend-
ed plan. Councilmembers Trish 
Herrera Spencer and Tony Daysog 
voted against the plan. With the 
item’s approval, council will autho-
rize Interim City Manager Nancy 
Bronstein to proceed with the devel-
opment of construction documents 
of the staff recommended design.  

The final concept will include 
two-way separated and protected 
bicycle lanes on Grand Street from 
Otis Drive to Encinal Avenue. The 
concept will also include 90 on-
street parking spaces (40 of which 
are between Shore Line and Otis 
Drives), seven ADA parking spaces, 
intersection improvements, and 
chicanes. Chicanes are traffic con-
trol structures used to reduce vehi-
cle speeds on local streets. Parking 
will be on alternating sides of the 
street. 

On May 25, the Transportation 
Commission unanimously recom-
mended that the City Council pro-
ceed with the staff recommended 
resurfacing and restriping plan. On 
June 21, City Council voted, 3-2, to 
direct staff to continue to develop 
the concept to further address a 
short list of remaining concerns 
and design changes. However, at 
the Oct. 4 council meeting, the staff 
recommended plan failed 2-3, with 
Ashcraft voting against the plan 
(“Council Approves Revised Grand 
Street Plan; May Still Be Changed,” 
Oct. 11).  

Ashcraft said she voted against 
the staff recommended plan on Oct. 

 Ekene Ikeme 
At its Nov. 1 meeting, the City 

Council voted, 4-1, in favor of 
hiring a full-time Police Auditor/
Advisor (PAA) to handle oversight 
of the Alameda Police Department. 
Vice Mayor Malia Vella was the 
lone dissenting vote.  

The PAA will also work to 
ensure the police department 
achieves and maintains accredi-
tation from the Commission on 
Accreditation for Law Enforcement 
Agencies (CALEA). The CALEA is 
a credentialing authority whose 
primary mission is to accredit pub-
lic safety agencies, namely law 
enforcement agencies. 

According to the staff report, 
CALEA accreditation is a two to 
three-year process. In order to 
achieve accreditation, agencies 
must demonstrate their ability to 
meet professional standards that 
include internal accountabil-
ity systems, policy development, 
informed decision making, pre-
paredness in natural/human made 
critical incidents, legitimate crime 
fighting efforts, community rela-
tionship building, and indepen-
dent reviews by subject matter 
experts.  

The PAA will be a full-time posi-
tion, independent of the police 
department. They will report to 
the City Attorney, not the City 
Manager like the Police Chief. 
They will offer timely recommen-
dations to the Police Chief on how 
to implement best practices to the 
department. 

The council heard six differ-
ent police oversight options. City 
staff recommended the option 
the City Council approved. Other 
options included a police commis-
sion appointed by City Council, an 
advisory commission made up of 
volunteers, and having the Chief 
of Police retain oversight power. 

City Staff and Alameda Chief 
of Police Nishant Joshi preferred 

the PAA and CALEA accreditation 
option. 

“The auditor seems to be a 
good fit because this is a full-time 
position where the police depart-
ment can receive timely recom-
mendations on best practices, and 
I think it’s a way to install account-
ability that the community is look-
ing for,” said Joshi. 

About two dozen community 
members spoke at the meeting. 
Opinions were mixed with some 
supporting the hiring of a PAA and 
others wanting to have community 
members provide police oversight. 

“As a council you need to fol-
low through on a commitment you 
made to the community in March 
2021,” said Savanna Cheer to the 
council. “The five of you unani-
mously agreed to advance the rec-
ommendations from the steering 
committee. You agreed to advance 
that group’s recommendation on 
oversight of the police department. 
That recommendation was explicit. 
Embark on a police oversight effort 
that is independent, inclusive and 
does not include the police.” 

However, Councilmember Trish 
Herrera Spencer was skeptical  
most Alameda residents want a 
community-based police oversight 
committee. 

“As much as I respect members 
of the community who volunteered 
in the steering committee, to me, 
that is one part of our commu-
nity, it is not representative of our 
community at large,” said Herrera 
Spencer.  

Vella voted against hiring the 
new position because she thought 
the city could use the more effi-
ciently.  

“I feel like this is a fairly large 
investment into a position and 
I don’t know how much benefit 
we’re going to get out of it,” said 
Vella. “I rather see investment in 
proactive services. We have funded 
the CARE Team. I would like to see 

more investment in that line.” 
The city will begin its search 

for the auditor on Jan. 1, with 
the hope of hiring the position 
in June. Funds for new position 
is already included in the fiscal 
year budget. Once the position 
is hired, staff will return to City 
Council for direction on the work 
plan. 

City of Alameda

The Grand Street Improvement Plan approved at the 
Nov. 1 City Council meeting will include chicanes as 
staff recommended.

Motorist in Chan’s Death Not Charged

of the vehicle, an adult female, 
remained on the scene and 
cooperated with the investiga-
tion. She has not been identi-
fied. 

After Chan’s 
death, many 
Alameda resi-
dents and politi-
cians expressed 
the need for 
more traffic pro-
cedures to pro-
tect pedestrians 
and bicyclists 
from vehicle traf-
fic. At its Feb. 15 
meeting, the City 
Council voted in 
favor of renam-
ing Constitution 
Way to Wilma 
Chan Way, after 
a request from 
her children 
(“City Council 
Votes in Favor 
of Renaming 
Constitution Way 
to Wilma Chan 
Way,” Feb. 18).

Chan was 
the first Asian 
American elected 

to the Alameda County Board of 
Supervisors after her first term 
from 1994 to 2000. Chan was 
then elected to the California 
State Assembly in 2000, becom-

ing the first Asian American 
Majority Leader of the Senate 
and authoring groundbreaking 
legislation. Her term ended in 
2006. In 2010, Chan returned to 
the Board of Supervisors District 
3, which encompasses the City 
of Alameda, where she held the 
position until her death. 

Former Alameda City 
Councilmember Lena Tam and 
Oakland City Councilmember 
Rebecca Kaplan are vying 
for Chan’s former seat in the 
November election. 

Council Approves Staff 
Recommended Grand Street Plan 

4 because city staff did not answer 
some of her safety concerns. 

“My questions were twofold,” 
said Ashcraft at the Nov. 1 meet-
ing. “Is there any unintended con-
sequence of this new configuration, 
I called it zigzagging? I also asked 
on more than one occasion can 
you provide any examples of where 
this configuration has been done in 
other cities.” 

Instead, council voted in favor 
of a revised plan that included 
protected two-way bicycle lanes on 
Grand Street, between Shore Line 
Drive and Otis Drive; traditional 
separated bicycle lanes (parking 
spots are located along the sidewalk 
and the bicycle lane is in between 
the parking spots and vehicle traf-
fic lane) from Otis Drive to Encinal 
Avenue; enhanced crosswalks; 
and rapid-flashing beacons at the 
intersections at San Jose and San 
Antonio avenues. This passed 3-0, 
with Knox White and Vella not vot-
ing because they both left the meet-
ing at the time of the vote. 

The next day, Ashcraft received 
additional information from Bike 
Walk Alameda members and city 

staff that addressed her safety 
concerns. With the new informa-
tion, Ashcraft requested council to 
review the new information at the 
Oct. 18 council meeting and then 
revisit the project’s final concept at 
the Nov. 1 meeting. 

Daysog did not agree the new 
information warranted a revote.  

“I’m not convinced that that 
there is some new information 
there, the basis of which we’re 
reevaluating what we came across 
what we decided on Oct. 4,” said 
Daysog. “The difference being 
posed tonight is not making any dif-
ferent observations with regard to 
the safety of option two over option 
one, rather the new information is 
simply the documentation of that 
information.” 

Public comments were 
mixed, just like the Oct. 4 meet-
ing. Estimated cost for the proj-
ect is $3,085,600. The city is eli-
gible to receive a $827,000 One 
Bay Area Grant, administered by 
the Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission. Measure B and BB 
bonds will cover the rest of the 
costs, according to the staff report. 

File Photo

People left flowers at the 
site where Chan was 
struck.

File Photo

Former Alameda County Board of Supervisor Wilma 
Chan was fatally struck by a motorist on Nov. 3, 2021, 
at the intersection of Shore Line Drive and Grand Street.

“Our communi-
ty continues to 
mourn the loss 
of Supervisor 
Chan; our 
hearts are 
still broken. 
The impact 
on our com-
munity made 
by Supervisor 
Chan will 
live on for-
ever. Her loss 
leaves a void 
in Alameda 
County.”

— Nancy O’Malley 
District Attorney

Sun Staff Reports 
The Alameda Sun went to 

press before the Alameda County 
Registrar of Voter’s (ROV) Office 
released their first edition of the 
November 8 General Election 
results. The ROV will release sev-
eral updates of the election results 
before they certify the election 
results. The election results will 
not be certified until the end of 
the month. Visit www.alamedasun.
com for updated General Election 
results. Results will be published 
in future newspaper editions of 
the Alameda Sun.  

Election 
Results 
to Come

City to Hire Police Oversight Auditor


