
Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft
A recent television news story 

highlighted an unusual increase 
in gun-related violent crimes in 
Alameda. Like many cities in the 
Bay Area and across the country, 
we have seen a surge in violent 
crime since the COVID-19 pan-
demic began. 

As Alameda’s Interim Police 
Chief Randy Fenn noted, 
“Unfortunately, many people 
have turned to firearms to set-
tle their grievances, including 
domestic disputes and illicit 
business dealings.”

In Alameda there have been 15 
gun-related incidents since June 
1. Fortunately, none resulted in 
loss of life. The Alameda Police 
Department (APD) has made 
arrests in five of these cases 
and is actively investigating the 
others.

APD employs a multidisci-
plinary approach to respond to 
and minimize gun-related crime 
in Alameda, including:

n A proactive response from 
patrol officers to calls for shots 
fired. After rendering aid to any 
victims, officers conduct a thor-
ough preliminary investigation, 
including searching for witnesses 
and possible video footage, and 
collecting physical evidence. 

n When necessary, allied 
agencies assist with processing 

the crime scene.
n Evidence is sent to the 

Alameda County crime lab, 
State Department of Justice, 
and Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
and Firearms to be processed. 
Shell casing data is entered into 
the National Integrated Ballistic 
Information Network.

n APD meets with regional 
partners at the local, state and 
federal level to share criminal 
intelligence and cultivate poten-
tial leads through evidence analy-
sis and information sharing. 

n APD conducts an extensive 
follow up of leads to identify 
trends and suspects and build 
cases for prosecution.

n A high profile patrol is 
launched in areas where past 
shootings have occurred.

Additionally, the City Council 
supports common-sense gun 
safety laws and policies, includ-
ing background check require-
ments that keep guns out of the 
wrong hands and reduce the like-
lihood of gun-related violence.

Stress related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic is lead-
ing to violence in some situa-
tions, according to Dr. Elissa 
Epel, Professor of Psychiatry 
at UCSF School of Medicine. Dr. 
Epel advises paying attention 
to how young men are coping 

Alameda Fire Department

The  Jan. 7, 1920, fire that 
destroyed buildings on Park 
Street and Webb and Lincoln 

avenues prompted the Alameda 
Fire Department (AFD) to purchase 
not one, but two Seagrave Triple 
Combination Pumpers. The lone 
survivor, shown here, thrills specta-
tors at the city’’s annual Fourth of 
July parade. Read the story of these 
prized engines on page 6. 
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Rythmix teams up with the Alam-
eda Education Foundation for a 
virtual art show on Saturday. 
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Ekene Ikeme
The City of Alameda and the 

Alameda Police Department (APD) 
put out a joint press release 
responding to recent violent crime 
that has plagued the city since 
early summer.

Alameda has experienced an 
“unprecedented number of shoot-
ings” since June 1, according to the 
press release. There have been 14 
shooting incidents in the city in the 
last five months. There were only 
10 shootings in all of 2018 and 2019.

“While each shooting incident 
brings a significant level of danger 
to the community, we can safely 
say that none of the cases appear 
to be random,” stated Alameda 
Interim Police Chief Randy Fenn. 
“Unfortunately, many people have 
turned to firearms to settle their 
grievances, including domestic dis-
putes and illicit business dealings.” 

Fenn said APD has made arrests 
in five of these cases, while the 
others continue to be investigated. 
Mayor Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft said 
she is concerned with the high 
number of shootings.

“I understand and share the 
concerns of residents and busi-
nesses that stem from the recent 
increases in gun violence and gun 
purchases in the Bay Area, includ-
ing Alameda,” said Mayor Marilyn 
Ezzy Ashcraft. “I am confident that 
the Alameda Police Department, 
under Interim Chief Fenn’s leader-
ship, is focused on responding to 
and solving gun-related crimes as 
they occur.”   

The last two shooting incidents 
in Alameda occurred in the last 
eight days. On Thursday, Oct. 
22, a gunshot victim reported he 
was shot in the back while being 
robbed and carjacked, according 
to the APD daily activity report. 
The shooting was reported at 3:25 

p.m. at the intersection of Grand 
Street and Clement Avenue. Since 
the incident, a suspect was appre-
hended by Oakland police officers 
for an unrelated crime. The name of 
the victim and suspect have been 
withheld.

The latest shooting occurred on 
Monday, Oct. 26. A gunshot victim 
reported being shot in the leg at 
7:38 p.m. on the 200 block of Maple 
Way. There is no further informa-
tion of the incident.

APD is starting a coordinat-
ed multidisciplinary approach 
to respond to and minimize vio-
lent crime in Alameda. Some of 
the details of the new approach 
include a proactive response from 
patrol officers to calls for shots 
fired including searching for wit-
nesses, possible video footage, and 
collecting physical evidence. Also, 
evidence is sent to be processed 
through the county crime lab, State 
Department of Justice, and Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms. 
Shell casing data is entered into 
the National Integrated Ballistic 
Information Network. APD is also 
sending high profile patrol to 
areas where past shootings have 
occurred.

APD has not reported any mur-
ders this year caused by shooting 
incidents. 

“Alameda’s City management, 
police department, and elected 
officials prioritize the community’s 
safety and wellbeing,” stated the 
press release.

If you have any information on 
any reported violent crime inci-
dents, contact APD at 337-8340. To 
view the press release, visit https://
www.alamedaca.gov/Shortcut-
Content/News-Media/Ci ty -o f -
Alameda-working-to-respond-to-
and-minimize-recent-increases-in-
violent-crime

City Releases Statement 
on Recent Gun Violence

Lisa Winner

Among the many flash-points of this year’s election season was Donald Trump’s 
appointment of Amy Coney Barrett to the United States Supreme Court. Women 
marched in Alameda to protest that decision and to promote the election of the 
Democratic ticket across the board. 

Results Show Vella Wins, 
Second Seat a Toss Up

AFD Purchased Triple Pumper 100 Years Ago

‘No’ on Measure Z prevailing with 50% of vote tallied
Dennis Evanosky

The polls have closed and the 
nail-biter on the national stage is 
also evident here in Alameda. 

Early Wednesday morning num-
bers from  the Alameda County 
Registrar of Voters reflect num-
bers from some 22,000 ballots with 
approximateley 25,000 votes left 
to count.

Councilwoman Malia Valla 
seems the only certainty in the 
City Council race with 8,165 votes,  
almost 23 percent. If this holds, 
Vella will take her seat as Vice 
Mayor when the new City Council 
is sworn in. Traditionally the high-
est vote getter in a City Council 
race assumes this role. 

This marks the second time 
that Vella will serve as Vice Mayor, 
a seat currently held by John Knox 
White. Knox White will continue to 
served as a Councilman. 

The Registrar of Voters is 
reporting that Trish Spencer has 
received 7,093 votes, or 19.94 per-
cent While Amos J. White is cur-
rently third with 7,059 or 19.85 
percent of the votes .

Mayor Writes in
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City Welcomes New 
Public Works Director

Sun Staff Reports
Interim Public Works Director 

Erin Smith has been named the 
City’s new public works depart-
ment director, announced City 
Manager Eric Levitt. 

Over the last five months, Smith 
has led the department through 
the significant challenges brought 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. Smith 
has been with the department 
since 2014, and as deputy direc-
tor was one of the key individuals 
responsible for the development of 
Alameda’s award-winning Climate 
Action and Resiliency Plan. 

Smith has also worked for the 
City of Albany and Oakley Water 
Strategies as an environmental con-

sultant and environmental scientist.   
Alameda’s Public Works 

Department was the nation’s 115th 
agency to be accredited by the 
American Public Works Association 
and is the steward of Alameda’s 
public infrastructure — responsi-
ble for its design, construction and 
maintenance. 

“Erin’s leadership, expertise, 
and project management skills 
make her well suited to lead the 
department forward,” stated City 
Manager Eric Levitt.

The Public Works Department 
is supported by 74.75 FTE and an 
annual operating budget of $28.5 
million. The annual salary for the 
Public Works Director is $201,204.

This razor-thin margin means 
that only time will tell who will 
win the second City Council seat.  
Council member Jim Oddie and 
Gig Cordiga are also in the running

Oddie currently has 6,759 votes 
or 19.01 percent and Cordiga has  
6,371 votes or 17.91 percent of the 
votes. The top two vote getters 
win the two council seats. 

Kevin Kearny and Kevin 
Kennedy ran unopposed and 
will retain their positions as City 
Auditor and City Treasurer respec-
tively. 

Wednesday morning’s tally 
show that Jennifer Williams 
will likely retain her seat on the 
Alameda Unified School District 
Board of Trustees. 

If the vote holds, Heather Little 
will join Williams as the board’s 
newest member. Beth Aney and 
Megan Sweet’s current numbers 
have led to a nail-biter not unlike 
the race between Spencer and 
White for the City Council. The 
margin is currently just 47 votes. 

Measure AA,, which — among 
other actions — would amend the 

City Charter to “clarify functions 
and duties of the City Council and 
and City Manager is passing hand-
ily with a 75 percent “yes” vote. 
The measure would also “autho-
rize the city attorney to prose-
cute misdemeanors and update 
language in city document to be 
gender-neutral.” 

Measure Z appears to be 
failing. The 18,688 votes in the 
Wednesday morning tally show 
11,035 “no”votes to 7,653 “yes 
votes — a 59 to 41 percent margin. 
If this vote holds then Article 26 
will remain in the City Charter. 

The article, which many con-
sider discriminatory, prohibits the 
building of multi-unit dwellings. If 
it passes, the meassure would lift 
a ban on multi-family dwellings in 
Alameda. 

See the current tallies for all 
the measures and state  proposi-
tions on the ballot on page 3.  

The numbers in this story 
refllect those on the Registrar of 
Voters website. To see the very 
latest number visti www.acvote.
org/index. 

City addresses recent gun violence,  
pandemic fatigue, early voting results

Dennis Evanosky
The Alameda Sun usually goes 

to press at 5 p.m. each Tuesday. 
This has always prevented the Sun 
from reporting election results. 

This year the Sun decided to 
report those results in a more 
timely manner. The Sun’s press, 
San Francisco Media Company 
(SFMC), graciously  allowed the 
Sun to change its press  time to 
Wednesday so we could report the 
early-morning election results. 

SFMC also prepares the Sun  
for mailing to its subscribers. We 
would like to thank David Ceccarelli 
and his team at SFMC for accomo-
dating us this week

We would also like to thank our 
readers for their understanding and 
beg their indulgence. The Sun will 
resume its regular schedule next 
week. 

Election 
Reporting 
Delays Delivery

Numbers here show the tally from 
early Wednesday. For the latest num-
bers, visit www.acvote.org/index and 
click on Election Results. 


