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KIDS 
Zoombie!       Page 10
Don’t let not Trick or Treating 

get you down. 

Lots of unplugged fun  
to be found inside!

PUZZLES 
Crossword, etc.   Page 10

LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

JEFFERY SMITH PUZZLE: HEIGHT = 12.4 CM, DIAMETER = 12.4 CM
MATERIAL COST $ 0.53. (NEGLECTS SCRAP)

A coffee table book arrives just 
in time for the holidays. 

Celebrating Art 
A treasure arrives Page 2
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All the doings of Island 
safety & law personnel
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Daylight Saving Time Starts
Turn Your Clocks  
Back One Hour

2am Sunday Morning
& Check Your Smoke  
Detector Batteries!

FALL BACK

How to Cast Your Vote in the ‘Nov. 3’ Election
Sun Staff Reports

The City of Alameda 
began detailing the voting 
procedures for the November 
3 election.

The Alameda County 
Registrar of Voters (ACROV) 
began mailing “Vote-by-Mail” 
ballots to registered voters 
on Oct. 5. Voters can mail 
in their ballots as soon as 
they are ready. No postage is 
needed. Envelopes must be 
signed and postmarked by 
Election Day and received by 
the ACROV no later than 17 

days after the election. 
Voters who do not want to 

mail in their ballot can drop 
it off at one of three Alameda 
“Vote-by-Mail” drop box loca-
tions: Alameda City Hall, 2263 
Santa Clara Ave.; College of 
Alameda, 555 Ralph Appezzato 
Memorial Parkway; and Bay 
Farm Island Library, 3221 
Mecartney Road. The drop 
box locations will be open 24 
hours a day until 8 p.m. on 
Election Day. 

The City of Alameda has 
set up six accessible-voting 

locations: Gracepoint Church, 
1275 Harbor Bay Parkway; 
Almanac Beer Co., 651 W. 
Tower Ave.; Lincoln Middle 
School, 1250 Fernside Blvd.; 
South Shore Center, 2130 
Otis Dr.; Alameda High 
School, 2201 Encinal Ave.; and 
Island High School (500 Pacific 
Ave. The six polling locations 
will open on Saturday, Oct. 
31 until Election Day. 

Voters can also vote in-
person now at the ACROV 
office, at 1225 Fallon St. The 
location is open to voters 

Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. until 
Election Day. 

To learn more about 
the measures affecting 
Alameda, visit alamedaca.
gov/Departments/City-Clerk/
Elections. Mayor Marilyn Ezzy 
Ashcraft held a virtual Town 
Hall on the November elec-
tion. She talked to Alameda 
County Registrar Tim Dupuis 
and Alameda City Clerk Lara 
Weisiger. To watch the Town 
Hall, visit the City of Alameda 
Youtube page. 

Last Chance to Subscribe for 
Just $25 per Year is October 31

Sun Staff Reports
Expenses and the fall in adverting 

dollars during the COVID 19 pan-
demic have forced the Alameda Sun 
to increase its annual subscription 
rate from $25 to $50. This means 
that the subscription rate will double. 
However this marks just the second 
time that the Sun has raised it rates 
in its 19-plus-years of existence. Many 

Sun subscribers spend much more 
than $25 when they renew their sub-
scriptions. The Alameda Sun uses the 
United States Postal Service and mail 
subscribers their newspapers. 

The new rate takes effect on 
Sunday, Nov. 1. Readers who sub-
scribe on or before Saturday, Oct. 
31, will receive the Sun for just $25 
a year. 

Council Should Challenge 
ABAG, RHNA Numbers

Dennis Evanosky
Earlier this year, the 

California Housing and 
Community Development 
Agency announced the deter-
mination of the 2023-2031 Bay 
area Regional Housing Needs 
Assessment (RHNA) of 441,167 
dwelling units. 

It then became the duty of 
the Association of Bay Area 
Governments (ABAG) to deter-
mine the allocation of those 
units to each municipality in 
the region. 

On Sept. 18, ABAG’s 
Methodology Committee adopt-
ed a formula that will result in 
an allocation for Alameda of 
4,900 units — two and one-half 
times Alameda’s current alloca-
tion of 1,723 units. 

On Oct. 15 the ABAG 
Executive Board tentatively 
adopted this formula.

Alameda’s current alloca-

tion of 975 affordable units and 
748 market-rate units has resulted 
in the approval of more than 4,000 
units (3,000 at market rate) and 
the city still has not reached its 
affordable-housing goal because 
most developers offer only 16 per-
cent affordable units. 

The new allocation of 4,900 units 
will include a requirement of well 
over 50 percent of the new homes 
being affordable. 

This means that it could take 
at least 13,500 new units to reach 
this new affordable goal. Alameda 
currently has about 32,000 dwell-
ings. This marks a 42 percent 
increase with no infrastructure to 
support it

On Oct. 6, a letter signed by 
the mayors of five Contra Costa 
County cities suggested an alter-
native methodology that would 
reduce Alameda’s allocation from 
4,900 units to 3,252 units.  

There are three opportunities 

to comment for Alameda resi-
dents on this matter:

n Last Sunday, Oct. 25,
ABAG opened a public com-
ment period. To comment 
via email, write to fcastro@
bayareametro.gov

n This matter will
appear on the City Council’s 
Wednesday, Nov. 4, agenda as 
item 9-A. Residents can com-
ment at that meeting, which is 
held using Zoom. 

n ABAG will host a pub-
lic hearing Thursday, Nov. 
12, after which both its 
Methodology Committee and 
Executive Board will reassess 
the needs-assessment formula. 

For assistance in making 
public comment to at this 
meeting, visit abag.ca.gov/
meetings-events/meetings/
how-provide-public-comment-
board-meeting-zoomC2%A0.

Celebrating Halloween: 2020 Style
Dan Balsam

Mayor Weighs in  
on Caltrans Project

Makani Energy Lost Its Green
Richard Bangert

Google’s parent company 
Alphabet is no longer funding 
Makani Energy, the developer of 
the flying kite that produces energy. 
The announcement from Alphabet 
came in February 2020. Soon there-
after, an auction sign appeared at 
the entrance to the hangar it was 
leasing at the corner of West Tower 
Avenue and Monarch Street at 
Alameda Point. 

“Makani’s exit from Alphabet 
may have been hastened by the 
mixed results in test flights off 
the coast of Norway in September 
last year,” wrote Jason Deign in 
Green Tech Media on May 22, 
2020, (“Airborne Wind Players Still 
Hoping for Takeoff After Alphabet 
Ditches Makani”). “In the second 
flight, the 600-kilowatt Makani gen-
erator was unable to make it back 
onto its offshore launch platform 
and crashed into the sea.”

“The accident underscored a 
feature of Makani’s technology that 
has led experts to question why 
[Makani founders] Brin and Page 
had so much faith in the concept,” 

Richard Bangert

Makani Energy tested this kite at Alameda Point in 
October 2015. The company closed its doors when it 
lost its green-dollars funding from Google. 

stated Deign. “Out of all the pos-
sible ways to make an airborne 
wind engine, Makani’s was perhaps 
among the most complicated.”

Makani tested its first prototype 
at Alameda Point on the former 
airfield. For a few years, it had a 
test facility on the parking lot near 
the USS Hornet Museum where its 
winged energy kite could be seen 
undergoing tests. 

The concept is that the light-
weight carbon fiber airplane would 
be docked at a tower, and when 
wind picked up, the airplane, called 
an energy kite, would launch itself 
into the air with electrically pow-
ered motors. When it reached the 
end of its tether, it would start to 
rotate in the wind. At that point, its 
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Ekene Ikeme
Mayor Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft is 

among the many Alamedans that 
support a bike-pedestrian only 
bridge connecting Oakland and 
west Alameda.

Ashcraft expressed her opinion 
in a letter responding to the Oakland 
Alameda Access Project’s (OAAP) 
draft Environmental Impact Report. 
OAAP is a decades-long project 
designed to improve connectiv-
ity between Alameda and Oakland 
around the area that encompasses 
I-880 and I-980 on- and off-ramps,
the Posey and Webster tubes
and Chinatown in Oakland. The
project is led by Alameda County
Transportation County (ACTC) and
Caltrans.

Ashcraft praised the project’s 
plans to improve bicyclists and 
pedestrian safety in the area, but 
also said the project does not do 
enough to address high automobile 
use and pollution concerns.

“The City of Alameda also 
believes the project does not 
improve transit, bicycle or pedes-
trian access between Alameda and 
Oakland, and will not reduce over-
all automobile traffic, congestion, 
or the  greenhouse gas emissions 
generated by automobile travel 
between Alameda and Oakland,” 
stated Ashcraft in her letter to 
Caltrans and ACTC.

Ashcraft also disagreed with the 
project’s plan to open a four-foot 
wide pathway in Webster Tube for 
bicyclists and pedestrians.

“This new path will be just as 
inadequate and uninviting for bicy-
clists and pedestrians as the exist-
ing three-foot walkway in the Posey 
Tube,” stated Ashcraft.

Ashcraft wrote that Alameda’s 
support of OAAP is contingent 
on two factors. First, the City of 
Oakland must support the project. 
Second, ACTC must agree to fund 
the proposed bicycle-pedestrian 
bridge’s project study report (PSR) 
and project approval/environmen-
tal document. The PSR is estimat-
ed to cost $1.4 million, while the 
project approval/environmental 
document is estimated to cost $4.4 
million for a total of $5.8 million, 
according to Ashcraft.  

Ashcraft stated that if the City 
of Oakland does not support OAAP, 
the City of Alameda would ask 
ACTC to use the $75 million allocat-
ed for OAAP, created by Measure 
BB, to improve access circulation 
improvements for Alameda Point, 
which was previously offered by 
ACTC officials. 

In a letter to former Mayor 
Marie Gilmore on May 30, 2014, 
ACTC Chair Scott Haggerty wrote, 
“If for any reason the current proj-
ect at Broadway-Jackson (now 
called OAAP) should prove to be 
infeasible within the timeframe of 
three years from the date of this 
letter and/or if other sources of 
funding become available, ACTC 
could allocate these funds to alter-
native transportation methods 
to and from Alameda Point with-
out the need to amend the 2014 
Transportation Expenditure Plan 
(TEP).” 

The TEP consists of several 
transportation improvement 
projects approved by ACTC. The 
TEP will be financed by Measure 
BB funds. The sales tax from 
Measure BB, which was approved 
by Alameda County voters in the 
November 2014 election, will gen-
erate nearly $8 billion over 30 
years, according to ACTC.

The proposed bridge is sup-
ported by Alameda officials and 
Bike Walk Alameda (“Bicycle Group 
Wants Bike-Pedestrian Bridge for 
West End” Oct. 22). The bridge 
has also been recommended in 
the City of Oakland’s Downtown 
Specific Plan and their Bicycle 
Plan, the Caltrans District 4 Bicycle 
Plan, and the City of Alameda’s 
Transportation Choices Plan, 
Climate Action and Resiliency Plan, 
draft General Plan 2040 and draft 
Active Transportation Plan, accord-
ing to Ashcraft. 

ACTC and Caltrans gave a pre-
sentation on OAAP’s project design 
and status to the City of Alameda 
Transportation Commission (ATC) 
on Oct. 28. ATC will give input to 
city staff, who will then give input 
to the City Council at its Nov. 17 
meeting. The Council will be asked 
to approve a final support and com-
ment letter to ACTC and Caltrans.

Bike-Walk Alameda

Rather than having its residents cycle orwalkthrough the 
Posey or Webster tubes, the city prefers that Caltrans 
invest taxpayer dollars in a bridge over the Estuary. 

With no Trick or Treating allowed this year, Alamedans, young and old, can still 
enjoy the many homes decorated for the season throughout the Island City. Not 
to be missed is Dan Balsam’s annual polcitical statement at San Antonio Avenue 
and Union Street. This photo does little justice to Balsam’s vast display. 




