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Return of the Atmospheric River

Photo Adam Gillitt

The most powerful storm since 2017 dropped almost 
four inches of rain on Alameda. Sunday’s downpour 
flooded Veterans Court, which runs along the south 
side of Veterans Memorial Park off Island Drive on 
Bay Farm Island. Locals also experienced high winds, 
causing downed tree branches and street debris.

Karin K. Jensen
At its Oct. 19 meeting, City 

Council voted to update its City 
Facilities and Street Naming Policy 
to include a new public process and 
broaden the naming criteria to bet-
ter represent the community. 

Background
Recreation and Parks 

Department Director Amy 
Wooldridge said that the City 
considers naming public spaces 
powerful. This impact was evi-
dent during 2020 in the discus-
sion of removing monuments of 
people with histories of racism 
and through the City’s renaming of 
Jackson Park to Chochenyo Park. 

During the park renaming pro-
cess, the Recreation and Parks 
Commission and community-led 
Park Renaming Committee dis-
cussed the need to update the 
naming policy to reflect current 
values. The existing policy, focus-
ing on historical themes, dates 
to the 1990s and was last updated 
in 2016 to include naming streets 
after business entities. It has no 
requirement for public input.

What is and is Not Changing
The updated policy:

• Intends that facility and street 
names value inclusivity and 
diversity and focus on Alameda 
significance. 

• Requires research on names 
and consultation with any 
affected group. 

• Revises the Historical Advisory 
Board’s (HAB) role from the 
keeper of a pre-approved name 
list to recommending names for 

historic properties.
• Creates an application process 

for renaming facilities and 
streets, including a manda-
tory petition with at least 500 
Alameda resident signatories. 

• Requires public participation 
for naming and renaming facili-
ties with final approval by City 
Council.
The public process includes 

broad marketing of each meeting 
and its purpose through print, social 
media, and email to encourage resi-
dents to attend and comment. 

What is not changing is that:
• The Planning Board will contin-

ue to review new street names 
from developers, with City 
Council having final approval.

• A person must be deceased at 
least three years to be consid-
ered for a facility or street name.

• Criteria for naming streets 
after a corporation remains 
unchanged.

• Alameda Point streets will reflect 
World War II naval themes con-
sistent with the area’s historic 
designation.

Public Comment
Council member Trish Herrera 

Spencer and several public com-
menters brought up the issue 
of costs to residents if the City 
renames their street. For instance, 
there is currently a petition to 
rename Calhoun Street, named 
after John C. Calhoun, seventh 
Vice President of the U.S. and an 
adamant defender of slavery. 

If successful, residents would 
have to change their legal address 
in various documents such as on 

wills, driver’s licenses, bills, legal 
documents, etc. This change would 
be time-consuming, potentially 
costly, and especially difficult for 
elderly residents and those with-
out internet service. 

Public speakers had a range 
of opinions on how to resolve 
this issue. One said that the 
City should subsidize the social 
and legal costs, saying that the 
City renamed Jackson Park not 
because it was inexpensive but 
because it was the right thing to 
do and a moral imperative. 

Another complained that pro-
gressives shouldn’t be entitled 
to impose their sense of moral 
imperatives on everybody else 
and that proposed name changes 
should be put on the ballot.

Council Approves New Facility and Street 
Naming Policy to Be More Inclusive

Photo Adam Gillitt

Sun Staff Reports
More than 85 percent of 

Alamedans 12 and older are fully 
vaccinated and more than 90 per-
cent have received at least their 
first dose. Health experts expect 
the FDA to authorize the vaccine 
for children aged 5-11 very soon. 
If you still need to get your first or 
second dose, find an appointment 
or drop-in site at www.alamedaca.
gov/getvaccinated. 

New Criteria for Loosening 
Mask Mandate

Alameda County announced 
last week that because the indoor 
mask mandate has been effective 
in driving down COVID-19 cases 
and hospitalizations, they are put-
ting criteria in place for when the 
mandate will be lifted. These cri-
teria include reaching the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC)’s moderate/yellow  COVID-
19 transmission tier  and remain-
ing there for at least three weeks 
(the county moved into the yellow 
tier last week). Additional indica-

COVID-19 Updates from the City
tors include keeping hospitaliza-
tions low and stable and having 
at least 80 percent of the County’s 
total population fully vaccinated, 
or when there have been at least 
eight weeks since vaccines have 
been authorized for children 5-11 
years old.

COVID-19 spreads through 
airborne droplets; masks are a 
powerful tool in preventing its 
spread. When the county’s indoor 
mask mandate is lifted, it shifts 
the authority to businesses, 
nonprofits, churches, and other 
organizations with public indoor 
spaces to impose requirements 
that protect their employees and 
visitors. Make sure you always 
have a mask available. 

Additional doses and booster 
eligibility:  If you are immuno-
compromised, an additional vac-
cine dose has been added to your 
vaccine series. Please be sure to 
check with your health care pro-
vider. For people who completed 
their Pfizer vaccine series at least 
six months ago, a booster shot may 

increase the vaccine’s effective-
ness. Per the CDC, you are eligible 
for a booster shot if you are 65 and 
older, or if you are 18-65 and live 
in a long-term care facility, have 
underlining medical conditions, or 
live or work in high-risk settings.

The state’s website  myturn.
ca.gov  has booster shot appoint-
ments at Alameda Safeway loca-
tions and Alameda CVS and 
Walgreens locations have booster 
shot appointments on their web-
sites. Check the city’s website 
at  www.alamedaca.gov/getvacci-
nated for more information. 

COVID-19 Testing Available in 
Alameda

The city has partnered with 
NextGen Laboratories to pro-
vide  fast and free testing  at 
Alameda Point. Walk-ups and 
appointments are available at 851 
W Midway Ave., accessible by AC 
Transit’s Line 96. Find other near-
by testing sites at www.alamedaca.
gov/gettested.
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APD Arrests Home Intruder 
Ekene Ikeme

Alameda police officers arrest-
ed a man for allegedly breaking 
into an occupied home of a known 
acquaintance Wednesday, Oct. 20.

Alameda Police Department 
(APD) worked in conjunction with 
different law enforcement agen-
cies including the Contra Costa 
County Sheriff’s Office and the 
Pinole Police Department to appre-
hend Jarud Overall. Overall, 40, 
was arrested around 6:10 p.m. on 
the 800 block of San Pablo Avenue 
in Pinole, according to APD reports.

Around 4:30 a.m., APD officers 
responded to the 400 block of Haight 
Avenue after receiving a report of 
a home invasion robbery. Officers 
determined an adult female and a 
toddler were asleep when Overall 
entered the home. 

Overall was charged with bur-
glary, robbery, domestic battery, 
violation of a court order and cru-
elty to a child. APD did not disclose 
if Overall encountered the two 
victims during the incident. APD 
believes he knew the female victim 
and this was not a random act.

Overall has been arrested 
before for a similar crime. 
According to the Alameda County 

Superior Court database, on April 
17, 2019, Overall was charged with 
trespass by entering and occupy-
ing, criminal threats and disturb-
ing the peace, all misdemeanors. 
The disturbing the peace and 
criminal threat charges were 
dismissed, but he received three 
years’ probation for the trespass-
ing charge. He began his proba-
tion on Oct. 30, 2019, but it was 
terminated on July 16 of this year.

The names of the victims were 
not released to the public. 

On Tuesday, APD released a 
statement on its Facebook page 
expressing concern over an increase 
in intimate-partner dispute reports.

“A person’s ability to safely 
leave an abusive situation can 
increase with the help of an advo-
cate and other support resources,” 
wrote APD in the statement.

APD posted the website of 
the California Partnership to End 
Domestic Violence, which lists 
organizations that offer resources, 
including shelter and law advice, 
to victims of domestic violence. 

To learn more about the 
California Partnership to End 
Domestic Violence, visit www.
cpedv.org/bay-area-region.

AMP Outage Unplanned
Ekene Ikeme

Residents of the West End were 
hit with a power outage Thursday, 
Oct. 21, around 5 to 6:30 p.m. 

According to Alameda 
Municipal Power (AMP) assistant 
general manager Chris Ferrara, 
the outage was unplanned.

Ferrara said he received an 
email from a customer who was 
upset the outage was planned and 
AMP did not notify the public. 
However, Ferrara was adamant 
that the outage was not planned. 

Ferra said the outage was 
caused by an outside source.

“The outage was caused by 
customer-owned equipment by the 
Coast Guard,” said Ferrara. 

The outage at U.S. Coast Guard 
Base Housing in Alameda began 
around noon on Thursday. AMP 
crews assisted the Coast Guard 
with repairs to their electrical sys-
tem. The power at the base hous-
ing was not fully restored until 
8:40 p.m. the next day. 

AMP is still investigating the 
link between the two outages.

“We have an idea of what hap-
pened, but still need confirma-
tion,” said Ferrara.
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Changing Street Names Dates to 19th Century 
Move to rename street that honors James Calhoun 

Dennis Evanosky
In the mid-1870s residents 

had something in common with 
those living here today: they are 
both renaming streets. Today, resi-
dents are taking a one-street-at-a-
time approach. Their 19-century 
counterparts, however, took their 
changes to a much-higher level. 

When Charles Hibbard laid out 
the Town of Encinal in 1852 he 
named all his north-south running 
streets after fish. 

In Alameda: A Geographical 
History, Imelda Merlin spells them 

out for us: Mullet, Pompino, Bass, 
Minnow, Salmon, Trout, Pike 
Dolphin, Leviathan, Perch and 
Paru. Only Paru remains today. 
Merlin tells us that this species in 
similar to the butterfly fish. 

Hibbard didn’t stop there. He 
named all his east-west running 
streets north of Central Avenue for 
birds: Quail, Linnet, Dove, Falcon, 
Eagle and Condor. “Only Eagle 
remains,” Merlin notes. 

The Board of Trustees, the for-
mer governing body of the City of 
Alameda, agreed to changes on the 

West End as well. Lincoln became 
Clinton. Bay Avenue morphed into 
Dayton. Surveyors named one of 
the West End streets Euclid for 
their patron saint. That name was 
changed to Webster to match the 
Oakland Street on the north side 
of the bridge that first carried foot 
and horse traffic from Alameda to 
the county seat. Webster Street was 
often noted on maps as “Seventh 
Street.” Changes were also made 
to street names in original town of 
Alameda and in the Fitch tract. 

Alameda: The Airport City Before the Navy arrived in 
1940, four airports called 
Alameda home. Three of 

them are pictured from left to 
right: Alameda Airport, Benton 
Field, and San Francisco Bay 
Airdrome. The fourth stood 
near the site of Wind River on 
Atlantic Avenue. The sketch on 
the left shows the Naval Air 
Station infill in light blue. Join 
Dennis Evanosky at 10 a.m., 
Saturday, Nov. 13 at Alameda 
Point to learn more. More 
details and a story about the 
airports in next week’s edition. 


