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Sharpen you penil and your mind 
at the same time.
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Frances Martinez

Alameda Sun 
Almanac

Date Rise Set
Today 7:29 18:17
Oct. 28 7:30 18:16
Oct. 29 7:31 18:15
Oct. 30 7:32 18:14
Oct. 31 7:33 18:13
Nov. 1 7:34 18:12
Nov. 2 7:35 18:11

Slogan: “Let’s Keep Alameda 
Moving Forward — TOGETHER!”

Statement: My top three pri-
orities are interrelated: housing, 

transit, and climate change/sea 
level rise. During my tenure as 
Mayor, we’ve built hundreds of 
units of affordable housing which 
helped working families remain 
in Alameda, and provided homes 
for formerly unhoused individu-
als, including seniors, veterans, 
and families. I will continue to 
address the housing crisis by 
building more affordable housing 
and providing transitional and per-
manent housing for unsheltered 
individuals and families. We must 
invest in safer streets for pedes-
trians, cyclists, and motorists, and 
increase transit options to reduce 
automobile traffic and greenhouse 

gas emissions, to mitigate the 
impact of climate change and sea 
level rise on our island commu-
nity. I will advocate to continue the 
CARE Team program that directs 
non-violent calls for service for 
mental health crises, substance 
abuse, and/or homelessness to 
specially trained AFD EMT/para-
medics assisted by mental health 
clinicians, allowing APD officers 
to respond to serious crime. I also 
support APD’s ongoing success-
ful efforts to recruit talented and 
diverse officers to the department. 
I will champion efforts to support 
local businesses and attract new 
businesses to the island. 

Mayoral Candidate Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft

Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft

Slogan: “Honor We Stand” 
Statement: My goals for the 

City of Alameda:
• Ensure children are safe in 

schools. Parents should be able to 

send their kids to school and know 
beyond a shadow of a doubt that 
they are safe at all times. With that 
said, I think it is important that 
children know that the police are 
on their side and are here to help.

• Create a community-wide 
neighborhood watch in partner-
ship with APD.

• Reduce homelessness by 
working with people from the 
inside out. Get connected with 
individuals’ own life story and 
find out what led them to become 
homeless. We find the source of 
the problem, then we get them 
connected with housing resources.

• Find an affordable housing 
resolution determined to get to 

the bottom of where we stand, 
have the facts available and a clear 
vision for people.

• Raise teacher pay when we 
get connected to all of our resourc-
es.

• Create two dog parks and 
cultivate community. 

• Increase tourism, which will 
bring millions of dollars into our 
city and establish our city’s iden-
tity on the world stage.

• Promote bicycle safety pro-
cedures including making sure 
people always have the proper 
equipment.

• Educate the community on 
earthquake preparedness proce-
dures.

Mayoral Candidate Barack D. Obama Shaw

Barack D. Obama Shaw

Slogan: “Working Together for 
You” 

Statement: I am asking for your 
vote to serve as your next mayor. I 
am the only mayoral candidate who: 

• Advocated for partnering 
Alameda Family Services with 

Alameda Firefighters to create 
Alameda’s CARE Team, Alameda’s 
successful non-police response 
for mental health crisis calls. 
It is critical that individuals fac-
ing mental health crises be treated 
compassionately. It is because of 
my comprehensive background 
(Councilmember, Mayor, twice-
elected AUSD Boardmember, PTA 
Council President) that I knew this 
was Alameda’s winning combina-
tion. 

• Supported Alameda’s Police 
Chief’s reasonable and evidence-
based recommendations (license 
plate readers at fixed locations 
and on police cars). We’re at risk. 
Crime (shootings, rapes, assaults, 
robberies, vehicle and catalytic 
converter thefts) is up. 

• Challenged the State’s 

demand for another 5,000+ hous-
ing units. We are an island/pen-
insula community, with limited 
ingress and egress, between two 
earthquake faults. We’re not safe 
in a natural disaster. Traffic grid-
lock is unacceptable. The State 
must help us. 

• Negotiated housing for work-
ing families to purchase. 

• Protected established hous-
ing. If older homes are demolished 
and replaced with luxury apart-
ments, renters will be displaced. 

• Collected signatures to pro-
tect and acquire our city parks. 
Alameda needs more recreational 
amenities (swimming pools, pick-
leball, playgrounds). 

My focus is Alameda, not 
Sacramento and special interests. 
www.trish4u.com 

Mayoral Candidate Trish Herrera Spencer

Trish Herrera Spencer

Like or 
Friend us on 

Facebook

Follow us on 
Twitter at 

Alameda_Sun

YOUR ALAMEDA CANDIDATES Council Ends Local Emergency Declaration

HALLOWEEN SPOOKTACULAR
See inside on pages 6 & 7  

for special Halloween Map of  
haunted houses & spooky decorations 

from around the island.

Sun Staff Reports 
The Housing Authority of the 

City of Alameda (AHA) recently 
won housing industry awards 
from the National Association 
of Housing and Redevelopment 
Officials (NAHRO) and from Nan 
McKay & Associates, Inc. for two 
different housing projects. 

The NAHRO, a leading advocacy 
organization for housing and com-
munity development, bestows its 
Award of Merit to housing agencies 
that implement creative and sus-
tainable solutions. AHA received 
its award under the Affordable 
Housing section for the agency’s 

newly created Alameda Affordable 
Housing Trust Fund (AAHTF). The 
AAHTF aids the creation of AHA’s 
largest community development 
project, North Housing. 

Construction on the North 
Housing project has finally been 
scheduled. Construction on the 
first two phases at North Housing 
is set to begin in 2024. Included 
in the first two phases are 90 
affordable rental units for formerly 
homeless families and seniors. 
AHA plans to build up to 586 units 
of housing over the entire site, of 
which permanent supportive hous-
ing is one part, and is currently 

undertaking a master planning 
process to redevelop the 12-acre 
parcel, which was formerly Coast 
Guard housing. Once construction 
is complete these residents will 
have access to on-site supportive 
services.  

After the project was conceived 
and the 12-acre North Housing 
site was acquired for free from the 
Navy, the project faced uncertainty 
due to a lack of funding (“Housing 
Policies Perpetuate Inequality,” 
June 27).  

The first two phases are 

Alameda Housing Authority 
Receives Two Industry Awards 

File Photo

The Alameda Housing Authority won the National Association of Housing and 
Redevelopment Officials Award of Merit for the newly created Alameda Affordable 
Housing Trust Fund, which will help fund the planned North Housing project.

HOUSING: Page 4

See more candidates throughout the paper for various 
local political positions.

Ekene Ikeme 
At its Oct. 18 meeting, the City 

Council passed a resolution to ter-
minate the city’s declaration of the 
local emergency in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The resolu-
tion passed with a unanimous 5-0 
vote.  

The council’s decision impacts 
Alameda business operations, 
powers of City Manager and renter 
protections. This action begins 
the process of winding down the 
remaining local protections that 
were established as an extra safety 
net for renters during the COVID-
19 pandemic. There are four com-
ponents that will change with the 
end of the local emergency. The 
prohibition on “no-fault” evictions 
(for owner move-in or capital 
improvements) will end 30 days 
from the date of the ordinance 
termination (Nov. 18).  

Under the local emergency, 
council passed Ordinance 3275 
and 3315, which maintained a pro-
hibition on banked-rent increas-
es. This will end 60 days follow-
ing the termination of the local 
emergency (Dec. 18). Landlords 
may impose up to 3 percent of 
banked-rent increases in addition 
to the Annual General Adjustment 
(AGA), currently 3.5 percent. 
Landlords may not impose more 
than one rent increase in any 
12 months. The AGA applies to 
multi-unit properties built prior 
to February 1, 1995. 

Tenants must resume regular 
and ongoing rent payments 30 days 
after termination of local emer-
gency. All unpaid rent is to be paid 
within 13 months, but state law 
may require earlier payment. If the 
tenant cannot pay rent due to sub-
stantial loss of income caused by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, they have 
an affirmative defense to eviction 
available for seven months (if pre-
empted by state law) or 13 months 
(if not preempted). 

Lastly, landlords are now 
allowed to shut off tenant utilities 
for non-emergency purposes. 

When a public speaker sug-
gested that with the ending of the 
local emergency, some residents 
will be evicted before the holidays, 
Alameda special counsel Michael 
Roush disagreed. 

“The possibility of someone 
being evicted from their home 
would be remote,” said Roush at 
the meeting. “Similarly, if the per-
son had not paid their rent due to 
substantial loss of income due to 
the COVID-19, they would have an 
affirmative defense to any eviction 
action for at least seven months 
after council declares the emergen-
cy over and as much as 13 months if 
state preemption argument. I don’t 
believe it is overly realistic that 
people will be out of their homes 
over the holidays because of an 
eviction action.” 

Council amended an ordinance 
that will continue the cap on deliv-

ery service charges to restaurants 
at 15%. On Oct. 6, 2020, the City 
Council adopted Ordinance No. 
3289 (Third-Party Food Delivery 
Services Ordinance, or “Delivery 
Fee Cap”). Alameda Municipal 
Code (“AMC”) Section 6-62.1 et 
seq. It prohibits any “third-party 
food delivery service from charg-
ing a retail food establishment a 
service fee that totals more than 
fifteen (15%) percent of the pur-
chase price of each online order.” 
AMC, Section 6-62.1.a. The amend-
ment will continue the 15% cap 
until the termination of state 
emergency on Feb. 28 of next year 
(“Governor Newsom to End the 
COVID-19 State of Emergency,” 
Oct. 20). 

Lastly, the resolution does not 
mean the return to in-person City 
Council meetings at City Hall. 
Council has authority until to meet 
remotely until the end of the state 
emergency. 

On March 17, 2020, City Council 
declared a local emergency through 
an urgency ordinance to respond 
expeditiously to emergency cir-
cumstances. As of September 29, 
2022, more than 900 days after the 
city declared a state of emergency, 
the city recorded a total of 12,911 
COVID-19 cumulative reported 
cases and 133 deaths. 

For more information on the 
changes to rent procedures, visit 
https://www.alamedarentprogram.
org/Home.


