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Sharpen your pencil and your 
mind with Sun puzzles.
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X-word & more      Page 9

HOLIDAY FUN 
Spooky times        Page 9

Seasonal decorations mark 
Mexican Day of the Dead.

LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

JEFFERY SMITH PUZZLE: ALANA LUCHTMAN: FILLED AREA = 79.93 CM2; FILLED VOLUME = 256.49 CM3

East End park was once home 
to Scandanavian diplomat.
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How to Cast Your Vote in the ‘Nov. 3’ Election
Sun Staff Reports

The City of Alameda 
began detailing the voting 
procedures for the November 
3 election.

The Alameda County 
Registrar of Voters (ACROV) 
began mailing “Vote-by-Mail” 
ballots to registered voters 
on Oct. 5. Voters can mail 
in their ballots as soon as 
they are ready. No postage is 
needed. Envelopes must be 
signed and postmarked by 
Election Day and received by 
the ACROV no later than 17 

days after the election. 
Voters who do not want to 

mail in their ballot can drop 
it off at one of three Alameda 
“Vote-by-Mail” drop box loca-
tions: Alameda City Hall, 2263 
Santa Clara Ave.; College of 
Alameda, 555 Ralph Appezzato 
Memorial Parkway; and Bay 
Farm Island Library, 3221 
Mecartney Road. The drop 
box locations will be open 24 
hours a day until 8 p.m. on 
Election Day. 

The City of Alameda will 
set up six accessible-voting 

locations in the city for vot-
ers who wish to vote in per-
son. These locations will be 
announced soon. The six 
polling locations will open 
on Saturday, Oct. 31 until 
Election Day. 

Voters don’t have to wait 
to cast their ballot in per-
son. The ACROV office, at 
1225 Fallon St. in Oakland, 
has turned into an accessible 
polling location. The location 
is open to voters Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. until Election Day. 

The deadline to register to 
vote is Monday, Oct. 19. To reg-
ister online, visit alamedaca.
gov/voteready. To learn more 
about the measures affecting 
Alameda, visit alamedaca.
gov/Departments/City-Clerk/
Elections. Mayor Marilyn Ezzy 
Ashcraft held a virtual Town 
Hall on the November 3 elec-
tion. She talked to Alameda 
County Registrar Tim Dupuis 
and Alameda City Clerk Lara 
Weisiger. To watch the Town 
Hall, visit the City of Alameda 
Youtube page. 

Alamedans Pitch In 
Local residents join letter writers across the country

Alice Sunshine
More than 100 Alamedans have 

written 30,000 letters with personal 
messages to voters urging them to 
cast their ballots in our national 
election by Nov.  3.

Sandra Biroc (left) stands with 
one tray among thousands of let-
ters sent to the post office. She 
is a member of All Rise Alameda, 
which spearheaded the project 
locally. “We wrote things like ‘a 
strong democracy relies on every-
body voting,” she said.

Asked why she devoted so much 
of her time this year to writing to 
other voters, she said “I feel like 
there’s a growing crisis in this coun-
try and I want to do something to 
make things better.”

A number of Alamedans orga-
nized the local letter-writing drive 
which began last January, includ-
ing Betsy Mathieson (center), Mary 
Claire Neumann (seated) and Carol 
Alliger (right).  

The letters are destined to 
arrive in voters’ mailboxes just 
before Election Day in Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Georgia, Iowa, Arizona 
and Florida. They were mailed 
Oct.16 and 17, part of the 15 million 
letters sent from voters to voters 
across the U.S. 

New Poet Laureate 
Takes up City’s Quill

City of Alameda

Kimi Sugioka will serve 
as the new Poet Laureate 

Bicycle Group Wants Bike-Pedestrian Bridge for West End

Courtesy: Alice Sunshine

City of Alameda

This bridge would connect Alameda Landing with Jack London Square. It would 
allow people to shop, dine and see a movie without driving and parking. The bridge 
addresses a shortcoming in current plans that do not take bicyclists or pedestrians 
into consideration. 

Museum Hosts Car Show

All Rise Alameda volunteers who 
took part in the letter-writing cam-
paign continue to send their messag-

es through Election Day with phone 
calls and texts. For more information, 
email AllRiseAlameda@gmail.com.

Photo & story by Dennis Evanosky

Visitors to the Alameda Naval Air Museum’s twice-annual vintage car show 
and swap meet admire a 1912 Overlander automobile, one of about 
20 cars on display at the museum last Saturday. The museum, located 

at, 2151 Ferry Pt. on Alameda Point near Seaplane Lagoon, re opened to the 
public on Oct. 10. Visit the museum from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. each Saturday and 
Sunday. Admission is $10, but is free children for under 12,active or retired 
military in uniform or with ID; free parking; wheelchair accessible.

Outgoing Poet Laureate Gene Kahane wrote this poem to recall 
his and Cathy Dana’s tenures as fellow poets laureates

Three Years Ago
Gene Kahane

Three years ago in happier times,
I was tasked to work my rhymes,

And serve as one of your laureates,
A role I embraced with no regrets,

Instead I gathered my paper and pen,
And offered verse both now and then,

At ceremonies or in these pages,
Fancying myself one of two sages,
I also snuck poems behind a fence,
Or any place that lured me hence,

Then later I posted around the town,
At libraries and coffee shops of renown,

I know not if my words were read,
But proud I was for what I’d said,

Offering whimsy and clever phrases,
Observations that tickles and pleases,
But now my reign has reached the end,
And to the new poet well wishes I send,
I thank you all for this chance to serve,

Employing words I happily curved,
For those who wish to read more from your home,

Follow me on Instagram @fivetreepoem.

Last Chance to Subscribe for 
Just $25 per Year is October 31

Sun Staff Reports
Expenses and the fall in adverting 

dollars during the COVID 19 pan-
demic have forced the Alameda Sun 
to increase its annual subscription 
rate from $25 to $50. This means 
that the subscription rate will double. 
However this marks just the second 
time that the Sun has raised it rates 
in its 19-plus-years of existence. Many 

Sun subscribers send much more 
than $25 when they renew their sub-
scriptions. The Alameda Sun uses the 
United States Postal Service and mail 
subscribers their newspapers. 

The new rate takes effect on 
Sunday, Nov. 1. Readers who sub-
scribe on or before Saturday, Oct. 
31 ,will receive the Sun for just $25 
a year. 

Ekene Ikeme
Bike Walk Alameda (BWA) is advo-

cating to get its proposed bike-pedes-
trian bridge connecting west Alameda 
and Downtown Oakland implemented 
into Caltrans and Alameda County 
Transportation Commission’s (ACTC) 
proposed Oakland-Alameda accessi-
bility plan.

Caltrans and ACTC’s plan, the 
Oakland Alameda Access Project 
(OAAP), is designed to revamp the 
Oakland-Alameda corridor along 
the Posey and Webster tubes, I-980 
and I-880 on- and off-ramps and 
Chinatown in Oakland to improve 
access; reduce freeway-bound traffic 
and congestion; improve multimod-
al safety; and enhance bicycle and 
pedestrian accessibility.

If the plan is approved, OAAP 
will restructure several streets in 
Downtown Oakland, build new on- 
and off-ramps for I-980 and I-880 and 
create new bike lanes in the area. 

The project also plans to reconfig-
ure Webster Tube to build a bicycle-
pedestrian lane similar to the one 
in the Posey Tube. However, BWA 
advocates believe the new pathway 
does not accommodate the needs of 
pedestrians and bicyclists.

According to the OAAP 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR), 
the new pathway in Webster Tube will 
be just four feet wide. The Posey Tube 
pathway is three-and-a-half-feet wide. 
Oftentimes, bicyclist in the Posey 
Tube must get off their bicycles and 
carry it over the railing if another 
person is traveling in the opposite 
direction.

“The Webster Tube will not 
meet National Association of City 
Transportation Officials standards, or 
even Caltrans’ standards for a bike-
way,” stated BWA on its petition page.

The pathway also does not 
address the noise, smog and confine-

b BRIDGE: Page 3

The City Council recently 
appointed Kimi Sugioka as the 
Island City’s new Poet Laureate. 
Sugioka will serve until 2023. 

The city will look to her to 
raise the profile of poetry and 
creative writing in Alameda 
through public events and com-
munity service activities, par-
ticularly with the city’s youth. 

The late Mary Rudge served 
as the city’s first Poet Laureate. 
Alameda Sun’s first editor,  Julia 
Park Tracey followed Rudge.  

For the last three years, 
Cathy Dana, and Gene Kahane 
served together as Poet 
Laureates. Gene Kahane cele-
brated his tenure with the poem 
seen below. 


