
this time. She knows better than 
anybody what she’s signing up for.” 
She further added, “No one can 
hold a candle to (her).”

Board Members Little, Lym, 
Jennifer Williams, and Megan 
Sweet and Student Board Members 
William Lau, Brian Lim, and Henry 
Mills all voted to appoint Dr. Dailey 
in the final vote. Dr. Dailey says 
she will not seek re-election when 
her term ends in November 2022.
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Incoming Fire Chief Nick Luby poses with Mayor 
Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft at his swearing-in on Thursday, 
Oct. 14, He started on the job on Monday, Oct. 18. 

Karin K. Jensen
On Oct. 11, the Planning 

Board approved Astra Space Inc.’s 
application for an approximately 
14-acre conditional-use permit 
for rocket research and develop-
ment, light manufacturing, and 
indoor rocket engine testing in 
the Enterprise District of Alameda 
Point, the former site of the U.S. 
Naval Air Station.

The permit will allow Astra 
to bring hundreds of new jobs 
to Alameda, including engineer-
ing, technology, and skilled labor 
employment. City staff believes 
that Astra could attract similar 
high-technology businesses to 
invest in Alameda Point and help 
the City grow its employment base.

Background
For 25 years, the City has 

sought to replace the 14,000 jobs 
lost to the local economy when the 
U.S. Navy left in 1996. However, 
since then, there has been lit-
tle investment in the Enterprise 
District, the non-historical area 

New Jobs Coming: Planning Board 
Approves Astra Conditional-Use Permit

Photo Astra/John Kraus

of Alameda Point designated for 
business uses.

Short-term tenants have leased 
properties but have been unwilling to 
invest long-term. Astra is a good can-
didate for adaptively reusing existing 
facilities because its proposed uses 
are nearly the same as the Navy’s 
uses in the past. For instance, the 
Navy used to perform jet engine test-
ing in two of the buildings. 

Astra is researching and devel-

oping small rocket technology to 
deliver satellites into low earth 
orbit from their current remote 
launch site in Kodiak, Alaska. Their 
clients include Spire, Planet Labs, 
NASA, and the U.S. Space Force.

Astra has been a short-term ten-
ant since 2017. Now they want to 
stay and grow long-term. Currently, 
Astra employs 255 people at their 

Alameda Point facility, up from about 
100 in January. They expect to employ 
about 350 people and up to 500 as they 
expand onto more land within the 
next year. 

Conditions of Approval
The use permit establishes land-

use rules and limitations to ensure 
Astra’s compatibility with current and 
future residential and commercial 
neighbors and wildlife. 

The City’s noise consultant, Bollard 
Acoustical Consultants, determined 
that ambient noise on Main Street 
is equal to or greater than the noise 
generated by engine testings. Still, the 
permit requires Astra to limit engine 
testing during any 24-hours to no 
more than 120 minutes. No engine 
testing may occur between 10 pm and 
6 am, and Astra will fund the installa-
tion and maintenance of a permanent 
noise monitor owned and operated by 
the City.

In addition, the permit requires 
compliance with approvals and permits 
required by other agencies such as the 
Air Quality Management District and 
the Regional Water Quality Control 
Board, among others.

Public Comment
Ten of the eleven public speakers 

spoke in support of Astra. Speakers 
ranged from residents to represen-
tatives of neighboring organizations 
such as the U.S.S. Hornet and the 
Water Emergency Transit Authority 
(WETA) to environmental non-prof-
its such as Community Action for a 
Sustainable Alameda (CASA) to the 
Alameda Chamber of Commerce.

All praised Astra’s ability to bring 
high-quality jobs to the City, its resto-
ration and reuse of dilapidated Navy 
buildings in line with their original 
use, its promotion of bicycling and 
public transit use by employees, its 
proximity to the ferry to minimize 
vehicular traffic, the possibility of its 
partnering with the U.S.S. Hornet for 
community events and its potential for 
partnering with the school district to 
develop STEM education opportunities 
for students. 

One resident took issue with the 
noise survey, saying that noise from 
engine testing has vibrated her back 
window late on Friday and Saturday 
evenings.

Final Vote
The Planning Board approved the 

motion to approve the permit 5-0 with 
two board members absent. Astra will 
now pursue long-term lease options 
with the City. 

ASTRA: Page 8

Karin K. Jensen
At its Oct. 12 meeting, the 

Board of Education unanimously 
voted to appoint Dr. Ardella Dailey 
to fill the seat vacated by former 
Board President Mia Bonta, who 
resigned to serve in the California 
State Assembly. Dailey will fill this 
vacancy until the end of Bonta’s 
term in Nov. 2022. 

The five-member Board of 
Education oversees the Alameda 
Unified School District. Its mem-
bers are elected at large and serve 
four-year terms. The Board reviews 
and approves the district’s budget, 
authorizes expenditures, employs 
the Superintendent, and adopts a 
mission and policies within the 
limits of the State Education Code. 

Dailey is an Assistant Professor 
in the Department of Educational 
Leadership at CalState East Bay. She 
has also worked as an elementary 
school principal, Superintendent of 
the Alameda Unified School District, 
and most recently as a Board of 

Board of Education Welcomes Dr. Ardella Dailey
Education Trustee from 2016 to 
2020. The majority of her 40-year 
career in public education has been 
in Alameda. 

Seven people applied for the 
position. In addition to Dailey, 
the candidates were Stephanie 
Chenard, Katie de Vries, Marisa 
Johnson, Ryan LaLonde, Diane 
Lang, and Jen Nguyen. The four 
seated Board of Education members 
and three student Board Members 
interviewed each candidate.

Motioning for her appointment, 
Board Member Gary Lym noted 
that he had served with Dailey for 
the four years she was a Board of 
Education Trustee and shared her 
concern for equity and diversity. 

Board Member Heather Little 
seconded the motion to appoint Dr. 
Dailey. She commended the caliber, 
quality, and dedication of all who 
applied but remarked, “Never in my 
wildest dreams did I think that Dr. 
Dailey would be willing to step back 
into this particular conversation at 
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Dr. Ardella Dailey

Richard Bangert
It was an unsightly mess that 

motivated concerned residents to 
spring into action. 

About 20 volunteers showed up 
on Sunday morning, Oct. 17, to pick 
up the blanket of litter along the 
western shoreline of the Seaplane 
Lagoon at Alameda Point. This area 
is a popular destination for recre-
ational visitors, many of whom leave 
their trash behind. The City recently 
took steps to stop sideshow activity 
there.

The western side of the Seaplane 
Lagoon is slated for an ecological 
wetland park with trails and obser-
vation points. It is dubbed De-Pave 
Park because the pavement will be 
removed to allow water to enter the 
area and adapt naturally to sea level 
rise. The City hopes to begin the 
master planning process next year 
if funding becomes available.

In the meantime, concerned 
residents decided to do something 
about the appalling accumulation of 
trash along the shoreline. The hour-
and-a-half cleanup was organized 
by the Sierra Club and Community 
Action for a Sustainable Alameda.

“Cleaning up the site of the 
future De-Pave Park created the 
opportunity to see the beauty that 
a park will allow Alamedans a 
chance to enjoy,” said Alameda 
resident Jim DuPont.

The nearby Urban Legend 
Winery provided a staging area for 
the nine bins supplied for free by 

Alameda County Industries.
Volunteers brought buckets, 

bags, and trash grabbers. By the 
end of the cleanup, three 96-gallon 
trash bins were jam packed, and 
the same-sized compostable and 
recyclable bins got their share, 
too. Stooping over to pick up one 
piece of litter usually revealed 10 
more pieces embedded in the ice 
plant and dirt. Fast food contain-
ers and wrappers were everywhere 
cars park. The most unexpected 
amount of litter was cigarette 
butts.

Noteworthy for its absence was 
Styrofoam containers, suggesting 
that recent ordinances banning its 
use for carry-out food has had a 
positive impact.

Some sections of the perim-
eter, such as the south shoreline 
and along the fence at the federal 
property line, did not get cleaned 
up and will require a return visit.

Passersby during the cleanup 
thanked the volunteers. A group of 
Western g*rebes, a bird with dis-
tinctive black and white coloring 
and red eyes floating in the lagoon 
nearby and occasionally diving for 
food, served as a reminder of the 
creatures that are downstream 
from human trash. 

Contributing writer Richard 
Bangert posts stories and photos 
about environmental issues on his 
blog Alameda Point Environmental 
Report.

Volunteers Clean Up Trash at 
Future De-Pave Park Shoreline

Photo Fred Patterson

Volunteers picking up trash along the western shoreline 
of the Seaplane Lagoon, Sunday, Oct. 17, 2021.

Architects and 
builders turned 
to the Arts and 

Crafts movement in 
reaction to the Queen 
Anne style’s increasingly 
opulent mass-produced 
housing elements. The 
new Craftsman style 
featured handcrafted 
wood and features from 
nature like the river rock 
on this Alameda home. 
Read more on page 12. 
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Ekene Ikeme
Alameda landlord Alfred Garcia 

has been ordered to pay $15,000 
to settle harassment and wrongful 
eviction claims made by one of his 
tenants, Marjorie Davison. The 
alleged actions of Garcia violate 
the city’s tenant protection and 
fair housing laws.

In 2020, Davison began receiv-
ing demands from Garcia to 
vacate her apartment. Davison 
had been living in the residence 
for more than 13 years. Davison 
said Garcia, who owns multiple 
residential properties in the area, 
even stopped accepting her rent 
payments. 

After several months of 
demands, Davison, believing she 
had no other choice, vacated her 
residence in April without secur-
ing new permanent housing. 

However, local tenant protec-
tion laws prohibit landlords from 
evicting tenants without just 
cause. According to Article 15, 
Chapter VI, Section 58.8 of the 
Alameda Municipal Code (AMC), 
“No landlord shall take action to 
terminate any tenancy includ-
ing, but not limited to, making a 
demand for possession of a rental 

unit, threatening to terminate a 
tenancy, serving any notice to quit 
or other notice to terminate a 
tenancy,” except for several stipu-
lations including breach of rental 
agreement, being a nuisance, 
demolition of property, failure to 
pay rent and more. 

Davison said Garcia’s demands 
to leave the residence were due 
to his desire to sell the property. 
However, the sale of a residential 
property is not an acceptable just 
cause for eviction under the AMC. 
Also, the city put further restric-
tions on tenant evictions during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Garcia 
also allegedly violated Section 61.4 
of Article 15 by demanding that 
Davison move out and not accept-
ing her rent payment. 

Landlords can negotiate a buy-
out agreement with a tenant to 
persuade the tenant to vacate. 
The buyout usually includes a pay-
ment to the tenant in exchange 
for giving up their tenancy. The 
tenant has the right to refuse 
a buyout or rescind the buyout 
agreement any time up to 30 cal-
endar days after the tenant has 
signed the agreement, accord-
ing to AMC Article 15, Chapter 6, 

Section 58.115. The agreement 
must be in writing and filed with 
the city to be valid.

“Unfortunately, many people 
still don’t know about these 
important housing laws,” said 
Alameda City Attorney Yibin Shen. 
“Even before COVID-19, landlords 
couldn’t simply give their tenants 
a 30-day notice to leave. There 
had to be just cause.”

The settlement was handled 
by the Prosecution Unit of the 
Alameda City Attorney’s Office. 
Of the $15,000 Garcia must pay, 
$12,000 will go to Davison to “help 
transition her into a future per-
manent new home, compensate 
her for the disruption and other 
damages resulting from vacating 
against her wishes,” according to 
a press release from the City.

“Our office is committed to 
justly enforcing state and local 
fair housing laws and ensuring 
that Alameda remains a place that 
people from all income levels and 
backgrounds can call home,” said 
Shen.

The City Attorney’s office pros-
ecution unit can be reached at 
510-747-4772 or cityprosecutor@
alamedacityattorney.org.

City Attorney’s Office Fines Landlord


